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CHAPTER  LXVIL 

The  parvenus. 

The  weather,  though  September  drew  near  its 
close,  was  still  fine ;  and  in  one  of  the  finest  of 
those  soft  mornings  which  make  an  English  au- 
tumn so  peculiarly  pleasant,  when  the  sun  chears 
without  burning,  and  we  do  not  feel  the  atmosphere 
we  breathe,  Lady  Elma,  making  Mr.  Reynardson 
invite  the  countess  to  partake  an  airing  with  him, 
obtained  permission  to  take  Gertrude  on  a  visit 
w^ith  her  a  few  miles  off.  Some  objections  had 
been  started,  when  Lady  Elma  made  the  pro- 
posal ;  but  her  ladyship,  who  was  not  easily  re- 
pulsed, listened  to  nothing  that  did  not  accord 
with  her  wishes,  and  took  the  permission  almost 
before  it  was  granted.  *  My  good  old  friend,  Lady 
Waveney,'  said  she,  '  is  so  kind  as  to  lend  me 
VOL.  IV,  JB  her 
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her  carriage  and  servants  ;  and  it  is  an  important 
favor  to  me,  to  enable  me  to  make  a  show,  as  the 
visit  I  wish  to  pay,  is  to  very  humble  people.' 

'  Your  ladyship  always  does  what  is  right/  said 
Lord  Luxmore. 

Lady  Luxmore  was  *  extremely  astonished,'  she 
protested,  ^  at  such  new  doctrine' — she  '  could  not 
understand  how  making  a  show  could  suit  humble; 
people.' 

*  Lady  Elma  is  right,  I  am  sure,'  said  the  earl : 
— '  in  propriety,  no  one  is  fitter  to  be  trusted.' 

*  The  visit  I  am  going  to  make/  said  she,  *  is  ta 
a  family  of  what  we  now  call  parvenus^  and  which, 
you  wicked  English,  I  fear,  always  translate  up- 
starts. I  have  not  seen  them  since  they  became 
great ;  and  1  shall  want  somebody  to  obser'ce  to  ; 
so  I  will  take  Gatty  with  your  leave :  I  know  she 
will  not  give  herself  any  pretensions.  The  dear 
De  Hauteforts  know  a  little  of  my  friends,  and 
offered  themselves  ;  but  they  would  crush  my  good 
pai'venus : — they  are  very  satyrical  naughty  girls ; 
but  I  do  love  them.' 

*  O  I  young  people  should  carry  their  eyes  in 
their  heads,'  said  Lady  Luxmore. 

'  Certainly,' replied  Lady  Elma,  'and  a  padlock 
on  their  lips,  till  they  know  what  they  ought  16 
expect  from  their  fellow-creatures.  I  know  no 
girl  whom  I  would  trust  on  this  point  so  readily 
as  my  Gatty;  therefore,  my  dear,  you  will  b0 
teady,  if  you  have  no  objection;  but  I  will  tell 
you  fairly  what  you  will  see.  The  family  I  am 
jn  quest  of,  bear  th€  unfortunate  name  of  Mitdd. 

Mm 
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John  Mudd  was  a  poor  boy  with  a  liberal  mind, 
he  was  patronised  by  my  family,    and  at  length 
rose,  by  desert,  to  be  my  father's  steward  :    he 
found  his  affairs  in  the   most  desperate  state  of 
confusion  :  he  got  them  into  order,  and,  I  believe, 
it  w^as  a  sincere  grief  to  him  when  he  found,  that, 
for  want  of  a  male-heir,  the  whole  property,  ex- 
cept a  small  fortune  for  me,  went  to  my  father's 
brother,  who  was,  before  this,  by  far  the  richest  of 
his  family,  and  unmarried.     With  the  little  John 
had  saved,  he  went  into  a  manufacturing-business 
in  the  north,  where  his  knowledge  of  accounts,  his 
clear  head,   and  the   education  he  had  received, 
were  of  the  most  important  use  to  him:    he  got 
money,  rapidly  and  fairly,  by  doing  that  for  others 
which  they  knew  not  how  to  do  tor  themselves ; 
and  now  he  is,  with  a  large  family,  returned   to 
his  native  place,  where  he  has,  as  he  tells  me,  built 
a  house,   and  k  living  in  affluence.     I  honor  him 
for  this  fearless  gratitude  to  the  place  he  was  born 
in  :    a  mean  spirit  would  have  shunned  it ;    and  it 
is  this  circumstance   that  makes  me  desirous  of 
visiting  these  parvenus,' 

*  Well,'  said  Lady  Luxmore,  when  T^^ady  Elma 
paused  and  rose,  '  if  an  angel  from  Heaven  had 
told  me  you  would  so  have  demeaned  yourself,  I 
would  i?Qt  have  believed  it.* 

*  I  am  happy,'  she  replied,  *  to  demean  myself 
to  your  ladyship's  satisfaction:  I  did  not  doubt 
yoyr  approbation. — Gatty,  I  shall  call  you  present- 
ly.   Jaxewdl  for  the  present' 

5S  With 
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With  grace  and  sweetness,  she  quitted  the  roomy 
met  Portargis  coming  in  to  breakfast,  and  left  it  to 
Lady  Luxmore  to  get  out  of  the  puzzle  in  which 
her  last  words  had  enwrapt  her,  and  to  get  ready 
for  the  airing  with  Mr.  Sylvanus  Reynardson. 

Her  ladyship  called  on  Gertrude  in  her  way  out 
of  Brighton  ;  and  Portargis,  who  had  a  mind  to  see 
'  the  appointments'  of  Lady  Waveney's  '  travelling 
style,'  swallowed  his  last  bason  of  tea  at  the  win- 
dow, while  Gertrude,  having  waited  on  the  countess 
in  her  own  apartment,  made  her  adieus  to  the 
earl,  and  found  her  way  down  stairs  and  into  the 
carriage.  *  Stay,'  said  the  earl,  ^  let  me  ring  for 
one  of  the  men  to  open  the  door  for  you  :— I  think 
young  gentleman' — *  Poor  fellow  !  poor  fellow  1' 
rephed  the  viscount  to  Neptune,  '  it  shall  have  a 
swim  this  morning.' 

Gertrude  was  just  shut  into  the  carriage,  when 
Neptune  w^as  noticed  by  his  master.  The  earl 
who  had  been,  for  half  a  moment,  off  his  guard, 
repeated  not  his  error ;  and  in  a  little  more  than 
an  hour,  the  ladies  reached  the  town,  just  beyond 
which,  Mr.  Mudd's  house  was  situated. 

It  was  a  large  new  habitation  :  and  Lady  Elma, 
as  soon  as  the  servants  informed  her  that  she  was 
in  sight  of  Mr.  Mudd's,  w^as  very  anxious  to  as- 
certain the  style  of  the  building.  *  I  hditepreju- 
diceSy'  said  she,  *  but  I  value  i7idications;  and'  % 
am  sure. I  can  guess,  from  the  plan  of  this  house, 
what  we  shall  find  the  owner.  If  I  see  fine  ar- 
chitecture, I  shall  think  him  a  presuming  fool ; 

if 
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if  it  is  a  thing  like  a  scooped  brickkiln,  I  shall 
say,  *  Mudd  pour  jamais  '  But  there  it  is,  and 
John  Mudd  is  a  sensible  man  :  it  is  an  extensive, 
but  very  low  building ;  and  when  the  trees  get  up, 
it  will  be  almost  hid  :  I  knew  John  Mudd  would 
do  right,  if  left  to  himself;  and  I  can  infer,  that 
he  is  not  married  to  a  governing  fool.  O !  if 
none  of  his  class  would  build  higher !  I  wish, 
Gatty,  I  was  really  humble :   I  often  pray, 


*  Teach  me  this  important  truth, 
The  humble  are  secure.' 


But  I  am  sure  I  am  not  humble.  I  am  not  indeed 
proud  :  I  am  too  good-humored  to  be  proud.  Pride 
comes  to  the  serious  ;  but  still  I  am  not  humble; — 
now  you,  I  really  believe,  are  humble,  and  you 
have  an  amazing  advantage  ;  for  I  see  you  cannot 
be  mortified.  What  your  countess  says  to  you, 
would,  were  I  you,  sink  me  to  the  earth ;  but  I 
see  you  do  not  mind  it.' — '  Jepl'it  et  ne  rompspas^ 
answered  Gertrude,  casting  down  her  eyes. 

They  now"  drew  nearer  to  the  mansion.  The 
recent  accompaniment  of  rapid-growing  poplars, 
the  timber-trees  that  had  not  yet  shed  their  hay- 
bands,  the  un-notched  paling,  the  walls  capt  with 
straw  and  stones,  the  quick  hedges,  of  the  height  of 
parsley,  the  patches  of  turf  that  had  never  yet 
thought  of  the  scythe,  and  the  arid  slopes  to  a  sheet 
of  bright  water,  all  together  gave  a  fit  idea  of  that 
species  of  residence,  called  *  Hotel-Parvenu.'  '  I 
am  not  discouraged,'  said  Lady  Elma :  *  Chatsworth 
^nd  Studley  Park  must  iiave  been,  at  one  time,  new 

plantations ; 
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plantations  ;  and  to  quarrel  with  saplings  because 
they  are  not  veterans  of  the  forest,  is  just  as  rea- 
sonable as  to  laugh  at  a  man  because  his  children 

are  born  babies. Let  us  be  thankful,  even  if  we 

must  laugh,  that  we  have  a  little  spare  dignity  to 
bestow  on  others  :  we  shall  do  the  good  people 
credit,  and  I  shall  have  the  delight  of  shewing  my- 
self grateful :  otherwise,  believe  me,  Gatty,  I  never 
would  have  condescended  to  borrow  a  carriage 
with  four  horses  and  coronets  :  I  hate  peacock- 
trappings  ;  but  I  would  have  jolted  hither  in  the 
baker's  cart  with  all  my  spirit.  Mine  is  not  the 
<;ommon  taste  :  I  would  live  in  a  cottage  in  pre- 
ference to  Blenheim;    but  it  should  be  such  a 

cottage !' 

*  I  brought  you  here,'  continued  the  vivacious 
Lady  Elma,  *  in  my  profession  of  gowcernante : 
this  is  as  much  a  lesson  hi  hfe  as  any  I  can  give 
^Qw ;  and  as  I  value  myself  a  little  on  knowing 
how  to  make  the  best  of  circumstances  :  you  shall 
see  how  I  get  through,  let  them  be  what  they  will. 
If  the  Mudds  are,  which  I  am  persuaded  they  are 
not,  fools,  I  will  mortify  them,  even  w^hile  I  am 
grateful :  they  shall  get  no  advantage  of  me,  hot 
have  any  thing  to  boast  of :  if  they  behave  as  tlifey 
ought,  they  shall  be  satisfied  with  me :  for,  for  all 
this  world  can  give,"^  1  woold  not  occasion  a  mo- 
ment's pain  to  a  deservir>g  person.  You  will  see 
me  in  my  element  to  day,  if  they  are  so  obligii^ 
as  to  be  what  I  wish  them ;  it  does  my  v€ry  bear 
good,  when  I  can  find  the  meaas  to  he  kind  :  my 
slender  piir«6,  ^and  the  fetters  it  puts  on  my  ^move'- 

ments. 
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ments,  so  often  hinder  me,  that  I  am  quite  a  child 
when  I  get  my  liberty.  And  as  for  pure  Enghsh 
politeness,  I  detest  it :  those  who  are  tied  by  its 
rules,  are,  nine  times  in  ten,  at  a  loss  in  their  les- 
son :  they  learn  to  stand  fire  from  their  superiors, 
and  to  forget,  to  a  certain  degree,  that  they  are 
such;  and  having  obtained  this  sort  of  ease,  they 
call  themselves  well-bred  :  all  that  they  do  is  for 
themselves  ;  they  are  therefore  very  often  capri- 
cious towards  their  equals,  and  negligent  of  their 
inferiors.  Now  the  truest  politeness  is  that  which 
puts  others  at  their  ease,  without  encouraging  pre- 
sumption ;  and  here  I  have  seen  some  of  the 
highest-bred  people  miserably  deficient,  even  in 
what  they  thought  the  extreme  of  condescension  ; 
they  felt  it  themselves  to  be  condescension,  and  it 
was  felt  as  such  by  those  who  received  it.' 

*  I  can  never  hope,'  said  Gertrude,  Vto  attain 
this  excellence ;  but  I  shall  try  always  to  behavei 
to  others,  as  I  think  in  their  situation  I  should 
wish  them  to  behave  to  me ;  and  I  hope  this  will 
prevent  my  being  aukward  or  giving  offence.' 

'  You  cannot  do  better,'  answered  Lady  Elma ; 
*  but  my  advice  is,  to  add  a  little  French  good- 
humor  in  manners,  to  your  respectable  English 
sincerity.  It  is  our  own  fault,  if  one  debases  the 
other :  insincerity,  very  often,  does  not  consist  so 
much  in  saying  what  we  do  not  think,  as  in  not 
thinking  w4iat  we  say ;  it  is  in  every  body's  power 

to  be  sincere. But  here  we  are : — all  this  looks 

well ;  it  will  do  in  time  ;  what  a  host  of  women 
and  childrea  weeding  !-^Well,  dear  Mudd,  I  must 

be 
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be  a  very  sincere  friend  to  thee ;  for  I  am  conde- 
scending to  be  gazed  at  for  thy  sake.' 

Gertrude,  sorry,  very  sorry,  when  Lady  El  ma 
ceased,  still  listened,  '  still  thought'  her '  speaking/ 
They  whirled  up  to  the  entrance  of  a  house  beauti- 
fully simple  in  its  structure.     Mr.  Mudd  was  al- 
ready at  the  door,   and,  with  hands  uplifted,  ex- 
claimed, *  Thank  God!  my  old  master's  daughter!' 
His  servants  had  come  out ;  but  this  was  no  re- 
straint on   the  honesty  of  his  feelings  ;    nor  did 
the  recollection  of  what  had  escaped  him,  cause 
any  suffusion  on  his  cheek.     Not  permitting  Lady 
Lima's  foot  to  touch  the  ground,   and  choked  in 
his  utterance  by  the  feelings  of  his  heart,  he  trans- 
ferred her,  in  silent  agility,  into  the  hall ;  and  re- 
turning for  her  companion,  left  his  wife  to  express 
the  honor  conferred  by  the  visit ;   but  she,  poor 
woman !  the  perfect  wife  of  her  husband,  burst 
into  tears,  and  taking'one  of  Lady  Lima's  hands, 
suffered  Mr.  Mudd  to  place  himself  between  the 
ladies,  and  thus  escorted  them  to  their  common 
sitting-room,  where  tlie  visitor    and   the   visited 
gave  way  to,  perhaps,  some  of  the  most  delightful 
feelings  of  the  human  breast,  the  reciprocal  sense 
of  good  received  and  conferred ;    and  Gertrude 
ftglt  herself  repaid  for  all  the  vexations  of  her  life, 
in  the  gratification  of  the  present  moment. 

The  children  were  now  introduced :  those  al- 
ready in  the  room  were  called  from  their  seats ; 
those  absent  were  sent  for,  and  all  ranged  before 
Lady  Lima,  who  rising  to  them,  addressed  each  in 
turn:  *  This/  said  Mr.  Mudd,  '  is,  I  believe,  the 

only 
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only  thing  I  ask  of  my  children  that  is  unpleasant 
to  them  to  do.  I  never  make  them  drink  healths 
round  a  table :  I  never  tell  them  to  hold  up  their 
heads,  or  to  look  in  the  faces  of  those  tliey  speak 
to:  these  trifles,  and  the  choi^ie  of  doing  them*^ 
will  come  in  time,  if  they  are  rigtit  and  necessary, 
and  the  young  things  are  properly  informed ;  but 
I  own  I  do  plague  tlie  poor  brats  by  marshalling 
them;  I  tell  them  they  will  understand  it  when 
they  are  fathers  and  motliers  :  and  not  till  then 
can  they  know  the  heavenly  appeal  it  is  to  one's 
gratitude,  when  one  sees,  as  I  can  when  they  are 
all  at  liome,  a  round  dozen  of  such — I  think  I 
may  say,  promising  young  things. — Come,  stand  in 
order,  boys  and  girls  ;  indulge  your  old  father  :  he 
has  worked  hard  for  the  sake  of  you  all  ,•  and  this 
is  the  grand-daughter  of  the  master  who  gave  him 
hisfirst  half-crown,  my  children  !' 

The  juvenile  party  consisted  of  seven  girls  and 
two  boys.  The  eldest,  a  lovely  girl  of  sixteen, 
had  in  her  countenance  a  want  of  chearfulness 
that  Lady  Elma  strove  to  supply  by  the  kindness 
of  her  reception  :  the  sweet  girl  tried  to  smile ;  but 
her  mother,  with  a  sigh,  remarked,  that  Mary  had 
never  recovered  her  spirits  since  they  came  out  of 
the  north  ;  and  poor  Mary's  eyes  filled,  as  if  saying, 
'  'Tis  too  true.' 

Lady  Elma  and  Gertrude  soon  made  the  party 
feel  at  ease;  the  young  ones  were  sent  off,  some 
to  play,  some  to  the  school -room ;  and  others  re- 
turned to  their  employments  where  they  were. 
Gertrude  joined  this  party,  and  heard  of  some 

benevolent 
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benevolent  or  useful  purpose,  attached  to  every 
species  of  their  occupation. 

'  I  w^ish,'  said  Mr.  Mudd,  *  my  three  other 
boys  were  at  home ;  but  the  eldest  of  them  we 
have  had  the  great  good  fortune  to  place  in  the 
banking-house  my  lord  used ;— there  again  we 
stumble  on  obligation  I  —I  should  have  wished 
you,  dear  lady,  to  have  seen  him,  for  we  think  him 
a  very  fine  boy ;  and  he  is  willing  to  work,  that  his 
brothers  and  sisters  may  be  as  well  provided  for 
as  himself:  you  know,  as  we  have  no  birth,  we 
must  have  a  little  money;  if  owe,  in  a  family  of 
rank,  has  it,  it  is  enough  ;  but  the  poor  Mudlarks 
cannot  sup  upon  singing ;  and  happy  ought  they 
to  be,  that  every  one  will  have,  at  least,  beef  and 
pudding  for  themselves,  and  doubly  happy  that 
they  will  always  have,  please  God !   a  slice  for  a 

friend,  and  a  scrap  for  the  poor.' *  We  have 

been  guilty  of  some  vanity,  I  am  afraid,'  continued 
he,  wiping  his  eyes  :  '  we  have  named  our  eldest 
boy  after  my  lord ;  but  as  the  name  was  only 
Richard,  we  thought  we  might  enjoy  it  without 
seeming  to  presume;  it  was  a  secret,  but  a  sweet 
satisfaction  to  us;  as  to  the  rest,  they  are  all 
named  after  relations,  or  those  who  were  so  good 
as  to  stand  for  them  at  their  baptism.  Our 
second  boy  is,  I  am  sure  you  would  say,  a  fine 
fellow :  I  have  made  him  a  sailor  :  'twas  the  least 
I  could  do  to  give  my  country  a  defender,  in  re- 
turn for  all  it  has  done  for  me ;  and,  in  our  navy, 
it  is  an  honor  to  rise  from  nothing:  I  would  make  one 
a  soldier ;  but  1  should  not  like  my  boy  to  serve  in 

the 


THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE.  1 1 

the  ranks,  or  to  be  made  to  feel  that  his  father 
is,  only  by  courtesy,  a  gentleman  :  1  wish  some 
such  as  myself  would  make  a  pride  of  styling 
themselves  yeomen :  the  term  will  get  out  of  use, 
and,  in  a  short  time,  no  one  will  recollect  what  it 
w  as  ;  but  I  look  on  the  real  yeomanry  of  England 
with  great  respect ;  and  as  it  was  mv  father's  rank 
in  life,  though  his  son  could  not  maintain  it,  I 
have  no  higher  ambition. — One  of  our  boys,  we 
shall,  certainly,  God  willing !  give  to  the  church. 
It  should  have  been  one  of  the  two  eldest;  but  a 
parson  is  not  so  well  at  the  head  of  a  family. 
The  care  of  its  mterests  may  lead  him  into  too 
much  worldly  care :  I  do  not  love  trading- parsons  : 
St.  Paul  did  not  bid  Timothy  watch  the  stocks  or 
the  markets;  but  if  we  fathers  put  a  parson-son  in 
a  situation  where  some  must  suffer  if  he  does  not 
do  it,  it  is  we,  not  the  parson,  thut  should  be 
blamed;  the  second  boy  I  would  have  brought 
up  for  orders,  but  though  a  very  good  fellow,  he 
has  such  a  rough  spirit,  that  I  feared  he  might 
have  too  much  of  the  church-militant  about  him. 
If  I  live  to  make  the  choice,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
give  the  best  gifted  of  the  three  others,  to  the 
service  of  our  Maker.  I  am  sure,  if,  we  have  any 
sense  of  what  he  has  done  for  us,  we  must  wish 
"we  had  a  real  Samuel  to  bring  up  before  him  ;  but 
he  will  accept  what  we  can  do;  and  we  will  take 
all  the  care  in  our  power,  to  make  them  all  good.' 

Lady  Elma  had  lived  more  than  thirty  years  in 
tiie  world,  or  perhaps  her  eyes,  like  Gertrude's, 

might 
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might  have  glistened  with  tender  feeling  of  the 
modest  merit  here  portrayed.  Gertrude  said  to 
Mrs,   Mudd,    '  You*  must  be  very  happy  here, 


ma'am.' 


*  '  We  are  hardly  happy  yet,  ma'am  ;  we  have 
not  got  over  our  difficulties.' 

Lady  Elma's  ear  caught  the  word  :  '  Difficulties! 
my  dear  Mrs.  Mudd ! — what  difficulties  can  you 
have  ?' 

*  Such  as  you  cannot  know,  or  perhaps  under- 
stand, my  dearest  lady,'  replied  Mr.  Mudd,  to 
save  his  diffident  wife.  *  If  you  will  take  a  walk 
in  our  little  domain,  we  will  tell  you  all.' 

*  Of  what  sort  are  your  difficulties  ?'  said  Lady 
Elma,  as  soon  as  they  were  out  of  the  house. 

'  The  difficulty  of  making  ourselves  endured : 
•we  do  not  like  to  say  much  on  the  subject  before 
the  children.' 

*  And  of  getting  advantages  for  our  young  ones,' 
added  his  wife.  '  But  we  shall  surmount  them 
in  time ;  and  we  will  have  patience.' 

*  You  astonish  me,'  said  Lady  Elma.  '  I  should 
liave  supposed  you  worshipped  here.  But  as  to 
your  children,  what  are  their  disadvantages  ?' 

*  That,'  answered  Mrs.  Mudd,  sighing,  '  is  the 
cause  of  what  you  see  in  Mary.  Such  young 
creatures  as  she,  take  all  the  care  you  can,  will 
suppose  every  thing  made  up  of  goodness  and 
pleasure.  We  left  a  very  comfortable  neighbor- 
hood :  we  were  in  a  street  where  we  had  good 
friends  on  both  sides ;  and  as  they  were  large 
families,  and  the  parents  clever  people,  our  girls 

improved 
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improved-  very  much  by  the  acquaintance ;  but 
now,  poor  things !  tho'  I  believe  they  are  as  mo- 
dest and  humble  as  they  can  be,  and  1  am  sure 
we  have  brought  them  up  to  give  no  offence,  they 
can  hardly  get  civil  treatment;  and  sometimes  I 
am  almost  tempted  to  wish  we  had  staid  where  we 
were ;  but  John  Mudd  said  it  was  a  shame  to  get 
any  more  money,  when  so  many  people  wanted  it ; 
and  there  were  two  young  men  just  going  to  marry 
two  sisters,  all  nice  young  people,  and  they  just 
wanted  the  business  ;  and  they  could  not  afford  to 
be  at  much  expence,  so  my  husband  said,  *  Then 
take  it  all,  and  God  bless  you  mth  it-' — As  I  say, 
that's  like  one  of  John  Mudd's  bargains  ; — but 
somehow,  they  all  do  better  than  other  people's 
bargains  ;  and  he  thought  it  right  to  come  among 
our  own  town's  -  people :  but  we  did  not  indeed 
think  it  would  have  been  quite  so,' 

^  Do,  now  you  have  begun,'  said  Mr.  Mudd, 
*  tell  our  dear  lady  of  the  ball.  I  do  not  love  to 
be  ill-natured ;  but  certainly,  those  who  acted  so 
by  us,  can  never  be  angry  at  having  it  known.' 

'  A  ball  was  given  a  few  months  ago,'  said  Mrs, 
Mudd,  'for  the  prisoners  for  debt  in  our  jail, 
who  could  get  certificates  of  their  honesty.  We 
thought  zve  ought  to  go  to  it,  or  I  am  sure  we 
would  not  have  presumed.  I  took  my  two  eldest 
girls,  Mary  and  Judith.  We  were  drest  in  good 
clothes,  to  be  sure ;  I  should  have  thought  it  an 
affront  to  the  neighborhood  to  be  otherwise  ;  but 
we  were  as  plain  as  possible,  that  we  might  not 
seem  to  ape  fashionable  people.     I  made  the  girls 

stand 
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Stand  the  lowest  in  the  second  set ;  and  I  had  got 
two  young   men,    whose  parents    were   then   at 
Brighton,    and  to  whom  my  husband  had   done 
kindnesses,  to  dance  with  them.     Had  you  seen 
bow  the  poor  things  were  jostled,  as  the  ladies 
came  down  the  dance,  and  how  careful  they  were 
not  to  take  my  dauglrters'  hands,  you  would  have 
laiighed ;    but   /  could   have  cried.     Now    they 
certainly,  I  must  say,  though  I  am  their  mother, 
danced  hy  far  the  best  erf  any  in  the  roem,  though 
they  were  frightened  :  they  had  very  good  partners, 
and  being  nice  figures  and  very  active,  and  having 
a  good  ear,  and  as  I  had  always  made  them,  what- 
ever they  were  learning,  do  ttieir  best,  —when  they 
went  down  the  dance,    a  great  many  gentlemen 
asked   who    these   chaf^ming  girls   in    the  plain 
dresses  were.     I  heard  various  answers  given  ;  and 
I  even  heard  one  lady  say,  *  O !  don't  praise  them^ 
for  God's  sake  ;  they  are  Mudds :'  another  added, 
*  they  are  people  rolling  in  their  own  dirt ;'  another 
thanked  God  *she  was  not  rich;' and  one  said 
something  in  French  ohout  Imuey  that  I  could  not 
understand. — I  atn  sure  if  your  ladyship  had  heard 
all  this,  you  would  have  said,  your  old  servant  paid 
dearly  for  all  his  money  *.' 

'Well! 

*  Were  we  writing  essays,  our  experience  wolUd  furnisli 
matter,  in  abundance,  for  one  '  On  the  distinctions  in  society;* 
and  we  should  take  the  opportunity  to  observe,  that  the  morti- 
fications now  and  then  experienced,  by  those  allied  to  the 
house  of  Mudd,  are  blows  inflicted  by  the  recoil  of  a  spring 
strained  beyond  its  inclination.    Few  are  those  who  can  unitt* 

dignit/ 


TttE  COtJNTESSi  AND  GERTRUDE.  15 

*  Well !  never  mind,  wife,*  said  Mr.  Mudd» 
clapping  her  on  the  shoulder  ;  *  the  origin  of  the 
father  will  be  lost  in  the  next  generation ;  and  after 
all,  what  does  it  signify,  if  it  does  not  hinder  our 
doing  good  ? — a  few  years  hence,  and  w^e  shall  be 
on  a  level. — I  ow^n  it  vexes  me  sometimes  ;  but  I 
call  myself  a  fool  when  I  think  of  it  I  should  not 
mind,  if  they  were  really  persons  of  importance 
who  set  themselves  against  us;  but  we  are  sur- 
rounded by  a  parcel  of  nabobs  and  planters ;  and, 

dignity  with  a  taste  for  popularity ;  and  many  are  the  in- 
stances where  to  check  the  effects  of  the  latter,  an  overbearing 
quantity  of  the  former  has  been  assumed.  We  may  play  at 
being  vulgar  till  we  become  so;  but  the  incoiivenietKies  at^ 
tending  it,  will  often  admonish  us  to  rein  in,  in  time  ;  and  in 
proportion  to  the  evil  we  dread,  will  be  the  coercion  we  prac- 
tice. The  encouragement  given,  a  few  years  since,  to  demo- 
cracy, has  ended  in  the  assertion  of  aristocratic  rights  ;  and 
amongst  those  not  quite  sure  of  their  footing  at  the  base  of 
the  throne,  there  is  certainly,  at  the  present  moment,  a  very 
sufficient  jealousy  of  the  approach  of  an  inferior  : — so  does 
the  balance  of  the  world  adjust  itself!  Not  twenty  years 
ago,  country  dances  at  a  watering-place  were  rendered  more 
than  naturally  attractive  to  the  lovely  daughters  of  a  Fit2- 
rayal  family,  by  the  distinguished  part  taken  in  them  by  '  a 
dashingman*  of  a  low  rank  in  a  disgusting  trade. — We  may 
question,  by  inference,  for  we  cannot  condescend  to  ocular 
demonstration,  whether  the  association  would  now  be  thought 
correct;  we' hope  it  will  not;  for  though  we  will  never 
oppress  any  real  and  bona-Jide  Mudds,  we  shall  always  en- 
deavor to  encourage  distinctions  of  birth,  even  if  we  bar  our- 
selves dut  in  maintaining  them  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  we 
will  lend  our  aid  to  whatever  can  atone  fjr  the  want  of  pedi- 
gree, provided  those  experiencing  it,  give  no  cause  to  Lady 

''*^'''"''    "'- ,  to  repeat  her  correcting  question,  *  Who  can 

that  «^oraan  be  ? — she  is  too  proud  for  »  duchess.' 

i  I  dare 
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I  dare  say,  half  of  them  were  not  much  above  us 
in  the  outset.  They  have  braved  it,  indeed,  and 
forced  themselves  into  notice.  My  wife  and  I 
cannot  do  that ;  we  cannot  condescend  to  bait  traps 
with  venison  and  turtle,  for  the  sake  of  being 
Tisited  ;  we  too  have  our  little  pride  :  I  will  not 
smuiigie  the  productions  of  a  country  we  are  at 
war  with,  for  the  sake  of  being  said  to  keep  a  good 
cellar ;  nor  will  1  help  my  neighbors  on  in  the  road 
to  repentance,  by  making  gluttons  of  them,  because 
1  can  afford  to  pay  double  the  market-price  for 
niceties  :  I  should  be  a  pest,  instead  of  an  advan- 
tage to  my  native  place  :  I  would  rather  sit  down 
to  a  leg  of  mutton  and  turnips,  with  my  laborers, 
than  do  this ;  and  yet,  I  trust  we  have  no  taste 
for  low  company.  I  shall  always  take  that  honest 
fellow  Owen  Felltham's  advice,  *  not  to  express 
my  humility  in  unworthy  actions.* 

'And,*  said  Lady  Elma,  *  are  you  not  visited?' 
*  O  1  yes,'  answered  Mr.  Mudd  :  '  my  wife  has 
morning  visitors,  who  come  out  of  curiosity  to  see 
how  absurd  we  can  be ;  and  we  are  invited  to 
state  dinners,  that  we  may  see  how  grand  it  is  to  be 
great.  At  these  dinners,  I  can  observe  the  conver- 
sation often  turns  upon  heraldry  and  connexions  ; 
and  when  the  ladies  retire,  the  proceedings  of  the 
vnnistry,  the  affairs  of  great  people,  the  secrets 
of  the  cabinet,  and  very  often  painting  and  sta- 
tuary  are  the  subjects  :  we  had  a  neighbor  who  got 
a  party  of  his  young  college-acquaintance  to  meet 
us;  and  then  nothing  pleased  but  Horace  and 
Virgil  and  Homer.     1  dare  say  they  thought  any 

thing 
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thing  would  do  to  make  poor  Mudd  stare  at  their 
learnmg;  but  as  it  had  been  your  honored  grand- 
father's good  pleasure  to  send  nie  to  school,  and  I 
soon  found  I  could  make  myself  rich  in  marbles  and 
tops  and  bats  and  balls,  if  I  could  do  the  other 
boys'  exercises  for  them,  I  fagged  like  a  little 
horse.  It  would  have  cost  too  much  to  keep  me 
on  in  this  track,  and  it  did  not  seem  as  if  it  would 
be  of  much  use  to  me ;  but  at  Mr.  Macsoph's 
dinner,  I  certainly  felt  the  advantage  of  it.  When 
I  dared  to  reply,  or  humbly  assisted  their  igno- 
rance, which  their  advantages  made  disgraceful, 
and  their  cruel  presumption  scandalous,  they  were 
silenced  ;  and  when  I  had  seen  the  conversation 
safely  landed  on  the  subject  of  whose  mare  would 
trot  fastest,'  and  they  were  then  '  all  at  home,'  1 
walked  off,  thinking,  I  confess,  to  you,  of  the 
fable  of  the  Fox  and  the  Stork,  and  almost  medi- 
tating a  jocular  revenge;  but  wife  would  not  hear 
of  it/ 

'  No,  no,'  said  Mrs.  Mudd,  *  Bear  and  forbear/ 
*  No,  no,'  interrupted  Lady  Elma ;  ^  no  bearmg 
nor  forbearing  with  such  people;  I  would  make 
them  ridiculous,  wherever  I  could  do  it  without 
degrading  myself :  it  would  do  them  good  ;  and 
you  may  be  assured  they  will  never  resent  it:  sucjh 
people  are  always  cowards ;  and  they  will  take 
any  thing.' 

'  Indeed,'  said,  Mrs.  Mudd,  'their  insolence 
tries  my  patience  more  than  it  docs  his.  I  would 
only  ask  what  they  would  have  us  do.  If  any  of 
them  had  John  Mudd's  talents ;  if  they  could,  as 

VOL.  IV.  c  h« 
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he  has  done,  make  machines  and  mills  to  save 
horses,  and  not  to  take  away  the  labor  of  the  poor ; 
if  they,  I  say,  Iiad  got,  fairly  as  he  has  done,  a 
large  fortune,  what  would  t/iey  do  ?  What  M'ould 
they  have  us  do.  Ought  we  to  heap  interest  on 
interest,  for  the  sake  of  hoarding  or  of  boasting  of 
our  wealth?  What  wowld  tMt  do?  If  we  strove 
to  vie  with  those  about  us,  if  we  kept  a  fine  ca^r- 
riage,  gave  grand  liveiTes,  had,  what  they  call  a  set 
of  servants,  and  gave  oursdves  airs,  I  should  not 
w^onder,  nor  could  I  complain ;  but  all  our  carri- 
.a-ges  are  quite  plain,  not  even  the  letters  of  our 
names  on  tl^em  ; — and  our  family  is  so  tege,  that 
•ivithout  them  we  could  not  move  comfortably  : 
you  will  see  all  about  us  is  plain  and  good.  At 
church  we  have  got  leave  to  put  up  a  pew,  almost 
by  the  dbor ;  but  all  will  not  do ;  tliene  is  ^  pre- 
judice against  us  ;  our  name  is  a  joke/ 

'  And  a  joke  it  may  contictue,'  said  Mr.  Mtbddsj 
*  there  are  some  to  which  I  prefer  it,  so  long  as  it 
IS  not  rascal  Mudd,  I  can  bear  it*' 

*  I  do  not  think,'  contkiied  Mrs.  ]M^dd>  ^  they 
suppose  we  are  capable  of  doing  any  thing.  They 
cannot,  indeed,  know  tlie  pains  I  ha.ve  tiaken>  not 
to  disgrace  our  good  fortune;  so  I  dare  say  thej 
imagine  us  as  completely  ignoramt  as  if  we  were 
!5till  poor.  I  am  persuaded  very  few  woiiid  come, 
if  it  were  not  to  laugh  at  us.  We  have,  mdeed, 
one  femily,  much  in  our  o^vn  cireum stances  as  to 
l^irth,  who  will,  I  bdievre,  be  civil  to  ma ;  but  I  do 
not  kn-ow  how  th=ey  wiM  suit  «&  Aiad  soon  after 
We  got  iato  the  hoiiFse,  the  two  great  Miss  Qld- 

©suitles. 


tHE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE,  IQ 

castles,  who  have  taken  a  miserable  cottage  here, 
and  called  it  Conway-lodge,  came  to  make  a  visit : 
they  questioned  my  girls  about  their  accomplish- 
ments, as  if  they  were  sure  they  could  have  none* 
Knowing  that  these  young  women  were  of  high 
birth  but  unfortunately  living  on  a  very  small 
pension,  I  had  hoped  we  might  do  them  some  deli- 
cate kindnesses  in  return  for  their  condescension  ; 
but  I  soon  found  it  impossible.  Their  behavior 
was  so  provoking,  that  I  made  my  Mary  shew  the 
room  she  has  filled  with  her  drawings  in  our  jour- 
nies ;  and  I  made  Judith  produce  her  model  of  a 
most  beautiful  little  sheep  we  had  :  Sarah  shewed 
Jier  portraits  of  her  brothers  and  sisters;  and 
Martha  and  Jane  played  a  duet ;  and  they  had  nice 
work  to  shew,  and  a  great  many  other  useful  and 
ingenious  things,  which  every  body  who  has  taught 
them,  said  did  them   credit*.'     The  ladies  then 

seemed 

*  In  mentioning,  in  any  way,  the  ingenious  use  of  female 
talents,  we  cannot,  without  rendering  our  work  very  defec- 
tive, omit  to  speak  of  a  singular  performance  of  a  lady  in 
Surrey,  who,  on  a  scale  of  the  sixteenth  of  an  inch  to  a  foot, 
has  made,  in  wood,  and  with  a  neatness  and  delicacy  that 
cannot  be  imagined,  a  model  of  her  father's  house.  Such  has 
been  her  minute  accuracy,  that  her  Lilliputian  gates,  inclos* 
sing  the  outlets  of  the  mansion,  all  swing  on  their  hinges,  aiid 
shut  truly,  with  latches  scarcely  palpable ;  and  not  content 
with  satisfying  the  eye  by  an  impos'mg  facade,  qhe  has  made 
her  pipes  of  tea- lead  carry  off  water  as  completely  from  her 
roof,  as  those  of  a  larger  calibre  do  the  rain  from  the  dwelling, 
Kor  was  the  taskin  itselfa  very  common  deroiind  on  ingenuity; 
for  the  building  she  had  to  copy,  was  of  great  irregularity; 
and  parts  of  it  required  such  extreme  aieety  of  finger,   as 

c  2  might 
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seemed  half  angry  that  we  could  do  any  thing  like 
other  people.  One  of  them  had  on  her  shoulders 
a  very  beautiful  worked  muslin  cloke  :  it  slipt  off, 
and  her  sister  set  her  foot  through  it.  Miss  Old- 
castle  was,  I  saw,  sadly  vexed :  it  was  French 
work,  just  new,  and  a  present;  and  in  her  pet,  she 
said  to  her  sister,  '  You  know  it  is  the  only  tiling 
I  have  to  come  out  in.'  Mary,  looking  at  the  torn 
place,  which  was  in  the  work,  and  really  pitying 
her,  said,  very  modestly,  that,  with  her  leave,  she 
could  repair  it  so  that  it  should  never  he  seen : 
she  had  the  pattern,  and  having  worked  it  for  a 
dress  for  herself,  she  could  very  easily  make  it  good. 
Miss  Oldcastle,  was,  I  am  quite  sure,  going  to 
say  she  was  obliged,  and  would  have  accepted  the 
offer ;  but  her  sister  stopt  her,  and  I  heard  her 
say  in  a  whisper,  *  No,  no  ;  if  the  Mitdds  have  it, 
throw  it  away.'      Miss  Oldcastle  tlierefore  said, 

*  It  is  of  no  consequence.' A  few  days  after, 

to  my  surprise,  they  called  again,  and  brought  the 
two  Lady  de  Hauteforts,  Lord  Wavency's  daugh- 
ters, who  had  rode  over  to  see  them ;  I  dare 
say  they  sent  for  them  on  purpose.  When  they 
had  introduced  these  great  ladies,  they  asked  to 
se^  the  drawings  and  the  model,  and  they  looked 
at  them  in  such  a  way,  that  I  was  glad  when  the 
model  was  safe  in  its  glass-case  again  ;  they  stared, 

might  have  discouraged  persons  used  to  the  finest  cabinet- 
work: it  was  the  employment  of  leisure,  and  may  be  looked 
on  as  the  index  of  a  very  extraordinary  confirmation  of  fe- 
male intellect,  rendered  doubly  valuable,  by  the  retiring  mo- 
iilesty  with  which,  it  is  accompanied, 

and 
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und  Ihey  took  out  their  gl^^^es,  and  snifted,  and 
set  their  hats  right,  und  in  short,  did  rJ]  thev  could 
to  shew  how  they  despised  us.  *  They  have  time 
enough  for  these  Ihiiigs,'  said  Lady  .Paula,  aside, 
to  the  eldest  Miss  Oidcastle,  *  for  I  hear  nobody 
visits  them ;'  and  all  the  time  tliey  were  in  the 
house  and  grounds,  we  heard  such  observations  as, 

*  I  dare  say  they  pay  people,' — '  they  would  never 
be  found  out,  for  who  cares  about  them?' — '  vul- 
gar wealth,' — ^  perhaps  tliese  thiiigs  are  to  be  sold.' 

■ '  I  was  so  provoked,  Lady  Elma,  that  I  could 

have  set  the  girls  to  work  before  them,  but  as  my 
husband  said  afterwards  it  was  not  worth  their 
soiling  their  hands.' 

^  We  are  sadly  talking  about  ourselves,  my 
dear,'  said  Mr.  IVIudd ;  *  suppose  we,  in  our 
turn,  were  listeners  now.' 

*  You  shall  listen  by  and  by,'  said  Lady  Elma : 

*  at  present,  I  want  to  be  informed  ;  1  want  to  hear 
a  great  deal  more  :  I  hope  you  will  not  suffer  all 
this  nonsense  to  drive  you  from  your  house,  or 
jour  purposes.' 

'  Certainly  not,'  said  Mr.  Mudd.  '  It  was  the 
conviction  that  what  I  meant  was  right,  that  made 
fne  decide  on  coming  hither ;  and  I  shall  abide  by 
my  decision.  There  are  three  or  four  families  in 
the  town  who  remember  me  a  boy,  and  who  are 
respectable  people ;  and  we  can  associate  with 
them.  My  wife  and  I  are  determined  never  to  do 
any  thing  but  what  we  think  fit ;  and  we  have  no 
cause  to  shrink  from  any  examination :  nothing 
worse  can  be  said  of  us,  than  what  we  say  of  our- 
selves. 
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selves.     I  was  born  at  that  cottage  there,  that  is 
now  the  entrance  to  my  farm-yard  ;  for  my  father, 
when  he  had  paid  his  elder  brother's  debts,  had 
nothing  of  his  own ;  and  that  poor  habitation  he 
was  glad  to  quit,  when  my  lord's  father  offered 
him  his  place  as  bailift'  at  Ravensbury.     My  wife 
is  of  much  finer  birth  than  I  am ;  she  was  born 
at  the  first  baker's  shop  as  you  enter  the  town      I 
loved  her  from  a  child ;  and  as  soon  as  I  got  into 
the  north,  after  your  good  father'a  death,  and  when 
my  lady  and  you  were  in  prance,  I  saw  I  could 
just  manage  to  maintain  her.     I  remember  when 
I  made  her  my  poor  offer,  and  she  was  ready  to 
crv,   I  made  her  laugh,  by  bargaining  that  she 
^should  never  insist  on  my  keeping  her  a  coach : — ■ 
^h !  little  did  I  then  foresee,  how  good  Providence 
would  be  to  us  !  She  kept  her  word,  however ;  and  . 
it  was  I  who  had  to  propose  a  carriage,  that  we 
might  take  the  brats  to  church.     I  am  sure  when 
we  came  here,  we  had  nothing  in  our  minds  but 
a  wish  to  live  quietly,  to  assist  our  neighbors,  and 
to  spend  our  money  properly.     We  always  say, 
'  Don't  let  us  be  arrogant : — money  cannot  make 
greatness,  but  it  can  easily  make  fools.' 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  LXVJli. 


The  parvenus  continued.     Vulgar  anecdotes.     Facts  and  opi- 
nions.    The  doctors  ludy.     The  apot'/tecary's  ?notIier. 


Turning  toward  the  house,  j\lr.  Mudd  was 
called  aside  by  a  laboring  man:  having  gone  a 
little  way  back,  and  heard  what  lie  had  to  say, 
he  seemed  so  excited  to  merriment,  that  Lady 
JElma  requested  to  know  the  cause.  '  We  have 
been  anxious,'  said  he,  '  for  some  days,  about  a 
little  run  of  water  that  seemed  much  inclined  to 
overflow.  This  poor  fellow  came  to  me,  good 
j&oul !  on  purpose  to  make  me  easy,  by  telling  me 
the  water  would  rise  no  higher;  for  he  was  per- 
suaded it  had  found  a  vent  below :  could  any  one 
forbear  laughijig?  the  man  certainly  thinks  there 
is  a  cess-pool  in  the  middle  of  the  globe. — *  Could 
h€  say  it  ?'  asked  Lady  Elma. — '  Exactly  as  I  tell 
you,'  answered  Mr.  Mudd  :  *  it  is  a  matter  of  fact, 
not  invention,  1  assure  you :  this  is  pure  simpU^ 
city :  but  you  who  have  not  seen  various  society, 
con  have  no  idea  of  the  unintentional  wit  of  the 
lower  classes.  The  Irish  have  the  honor  gf  being 
often  recorded ;  but  we  ought  not  to  pass  over  our 
own  countrymen.  I  dined  at  a  tavern  in  London, 
where  tlie  wine-measure  was  so  short,  that  I  said 
to  a  rery  young  wait«r,  *  Pray,  my  lad,  is  this  a 

pint 
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pint  or  a   quart?' — *  Neither,    Sir,'   replied  he, 

bowing. Going  most  provokingiy  slow  in  a 

hackney  coach,  when  I  was  in  a  great  hurry,  I  let 
down  the  window,  and  said  to  the  man,  *  Do  you 
call  this  goiffg  on  f  he  stooped  down  and  answered 
me,  ^  Do  you  call  it  standing  still  f 

'  But,'  continued  Mr.  Mudd,  '  others  have  been 
more  fortunate  than  myself.  A  very  tall  gentle- 
man of  my  lord*s  acquaintance,  but  whom  you 
'  cannot  remember,  being  caught  in  a  hard  rain,  at 
a  time  when  there  was  a  rivalry  amongst  a  parti- 
cular description  of  London  taylors  in  making 
great  coats  for  immediate  sale,  he  went  intp  one 
of  these  warehouses  to  equip  himself,  and  found 
waiting  there,  for  the  same  purpose,  a  gentleman 
as  reniarkable  for  his  shortness  and  bulk,  as  he 
was  for  the  contrary  proportions.  'Tis  very  odd,' 
said  one  of  them  to  the  taylor,  after  a  long  fruitless 
endeavor  to  suit  them,  '  th^t  when  you  profess  to 
keep  great-coats  of  all  sizes,  you  have  none  that 
will  fit  this  gentleman  or  me.' — ^  Sir,'  replied  the 
man,  ^  'tis  true,  1  do  keep  coats  of  all  sizes;  but 
I  do  not  make  them  to  fit  hop-sacks  or  hop-poles' 

'I  can  match  your  last  instance,'  said  Lady 
"Elma,  when  the  innocent  mirth  excited  by  these 
genuine  anecdotes  had  subsided  :    '  My  mother's 

friend,  Mrs.  H -,   when  in  America. with  her 

husband,  complained  to  a  regimental-shoemaker 
on  behalf  of  another  lady,  to  whom  he  gave  trouble 
in  fitting  her  shoes. — ^  it  is  very  remarkable,'  said 

she,   '  that  me  you  can  always  fit,  Mrs,  R you 

never  can.'—*  I  beg  your  pardon,  Madam,'  he 

replied. 
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replied,  '  I  can  fit  Mrs.  R as  well  as  I  can 

fit  you  ;    I  can  mate  shoes  to  fit  U^i  feet,  but  not 
to  fit  her  head.' 

*  I  yield  to  you,  dear  lady,'  said  Mr.  Mudd  ; 
^  But  now  allow  me  to  repeat  to  you  an  instance  of 
vulgar  good  sense  in  a  little  farmer  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, when  we  were  fearful  that  the  harvest 
would  turn  out  a  very  short  crop.  One  of  my 
girls  overheard  a  man  who  lives  just  by,  say  to 
him,  *  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  congratulate  you  on 
your  crop/ — '  No,  no  ;  to  be  sure,  it's  bad  enough; 
but  I  never  likes  to  grumble ;  'tis  so,  as  one  may 
say,  flying  in  the  face  of  the  Almighty ;  and  you 
may  be  sure  He  will  always  take  care  of  us;  if  we 
ha'nt  it  now,  we  shall  have  it  next  year;  He  never 
forgets  us;  it's  all  made  up  to  us  one  time  or  the 
other.' — What  vvit  can  compare  with  such  sense? 

*  And  do  you  think,'  said  Lady  Elma,  when 
due  praise  had  been  bestowed  on  the  temper 
of  mind  indicated  by  Mr.  Mudd's  anecdote, 
*  that  such  setitiments  will  be  very  prevalent,  when 
the  endeavors  of  your  philanthropists  and  philo- 
sophers of  this  country  have  succeeded  in  persuad- 
ing the  lower  classes  of  the  community  to  be  dis- 
contented? do  you  think  convincing  them  that  they 
have  rights  which  entitle  them  to  a  share  in  all 
the  good  things  of  the  world,  will  assist  their  thank- 
fulness  to  the  God  of  Heaven?' 

'  Certainly  not,'  replied  Mr.  Mudd;  '  the  only 
effect  I  find  in  my  neighborhood,  from  those  who, 
under  pretence  of  assisting  the  poor,  inflame  their 
jpassions,  is  that  every  day  it  becomes  more  ditfi- 

cult 
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cult  to  do  good  ;  and  the  value  of  a  log  of  mutton 
every  day  decreases,  notwithstanding  ti:ie  hardship 
of  the  times.     I  do  not  say  they  are  not  as  glad 
as  ever  to  receive  it ;  but  in  some  instances,  I  have 
found  the  sense  of  obligation  very  much  diminished, 
and,  in  such  cases,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  assist  my 
neic^hbors  in  conveying  themselves  to  a  worse  world 
than  tins,  I  hold  my  hand,  and  wait  for  a  better 
spirit.     Yet  on   the  whole,    I  do   hope,  if  some 
interested  people  would  but  be  quiet,  the  poor  are 
not  much  worse  than  they  used  to  be.     We  should 
be,   perhaps,  more  than  ever  shocked  now  by  a 
fact  that  1  have  heard  my  mother^  who  lived  in  a 
village  near  London  in  her  younger  days,  assert.— 
1  have  heard  her  speak  of  a  farmer,  who  in  a  bad 
hay-season,    quite    unlike    my   daughter's   hero, 
actually  took  his  hay  on  a  pitch- fork,  and  hung  it 
on  the  hedges,  as  he  said  himself,   to  make  Pro- 
vidence ashamed  of  it :  he  used  a  more  awful  term 
than  Providence;    but  it  will  give  you  my  mean- 


ins  *: 


Lady 


•  For  the  food  of  those  who  .love  to  match  the  faults  of 
low  life  by  those  of  the  higher  classes  ;  or  else,  prompted  by 
a  love  of  justice,  we  give  the  courtter-part  of  this  impiety  of 

farmer  D ,  in  the  reply  of  Sir  E W to  his  father 

when,  visiting  him  on  the  loss  of  his  mistress,  he  said  *  So 

E ,  1  hear  you  have  lost  your  friend.*     *  Yes,,*  replied 

Sir  E ',  *  God  Almighty,  I  thank  him,  has  done  his  worst/ 

—We  shall  be  expected  to  blame  this  expression; — we  do 
not : — we  allow  such  licence  to  all  who  chuse  to  live  in  the 

licence  of  Sir  E W .     Is  it  worse  than  the  sanctity 

of  expression  used  by  a  woman  of  family,  and  who,  without 

tk» 
8  - 


THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE.      ^7 

Lady  Elnia  laughed  d,  gorge  deploi/ee.  Qertrude 
was  horror-struck.  She  said  to  Lady  Ehua,  gently, 
■  How  can  you  laugh  ?' 

'  Ls.ugh  ?'  replied  her  ladyship,   ^  my  dear  girl, 
"'tis  just  the  right  way  of  treating  such  folly.     Do 
not,  I  beseech  you,    imagine  that  I  think   more 
lightly  on  the  subject  than  you  do ;    but,  in  my 
opinion,  had  all  this  foolish  fellow's  neighbors  set 
up  a  shout  and  hissed  him  through   his  village, 
they  might  have  prepared  him,  by  shame  of  his 
folly,  to  learn  a  little  discretion,  if  not  piety.     Can 
you  conceive  any  thing  in  savage  ignorance  to  ex- 
ceed it  ?     Would  you  trust  such  a  man  more  than 
you  would  an  ideot  or  a  lunatic  ?  O  !  let  us  laugh, 
I  intreat  you,  at  all  wickedness ;  let  us  deride  it ; 
let  us  hunt  it  down :    let  our  contempt  be  con- 
sistent; let  us  endeavor,  that  all  who  will  not  fear 
God,  should  fear  man,  and  we  shall  do  more  than 
missionaries.' 

An  accident  in  one  of  his  fields,  called  Mr, 
Mudd  away  ;  and  the  ladies  entered  the  house 
M'ithout  him.  Mrs.  Mudd  proceeded  to  shew  the 
mitors  the  house ;  and  it  must  have  been  spleen 
itself  which  eould    find  fault  with  the  style  and 

ihe  least  temptation,  involved  herself  in  an  infamous  inter- 

jcourse   with   the  husband   of  Lady  C M ?  After  a 

necessary  separation  had  taken  place  between  the  husband 
afndvvife,  the  adultress  hoped  to  kze^on  terms,  as  it  is  called, 

and  wrote  to  Lady  C ,  assuring  her,  that  Mr.  M and 

herself  never  omitted  her  ladyship  in  their  pra3^€rs. — It  might 
1)0  true,  and  yet  the  Deity  never  insulted  by  the  profano 
mockery. 

manner 
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manner  in  which  it  was  built  and  furnished.  The 
owner's  mechanical  head,  had  certainly  enabled 
him  to  fit  it  up  v.'ith  particular  convenience.  Un- 
necessary trouble,  dangerous  exertions  of  strength, 
and  waste  of  time,  were  spared  ;  but  no  ostentation 
of  expcncc,  no  successions  of  heterogeneous  tastes-, 
nor  needless  decorations,  were  to  be  found  in  this 
pi.iin,  comfortable,  and  most  thoroughly  elegant 
dwelling. 

How  poor,  in  comparison  of  the  modes  of  life 
she  was  now  contemplating,  did  the  idle  vacuum 
of  Brighton  appear  to  Gertrude  !  yet  she  checked 
herself  in  her  comparative  censure,  by  recollecting, 
that  few  of  those  whom  she  saw  there,  were  at 
home.  She  could  only  resolve,  if  ever  she  was 
mistress  of  a  house,  to  make  it  her  home,  and  be 
settled  in  it. 

Having  finished  the  survey,  and  returned  to  the 
room  they  had  quitted,  they  found  there  a  table 
spread  with  refreshments,  in  a  style  of  propriety 
and  neatness  that  necessarily  produced  elegance. 
]Mr.  Mudd  now  rejoined  them;  and  in  atone  of 
jocular  authority,  he  called  for  '  his  butler.'  A 
titter  among  the  young  people,  was  followed  by  the 
answer  of  the  third  girl,  who,  with  a  sort  of  drilled 
precision,  took  her  orders. 

^  We  have  no  clerk  of  the  cellar,*  said  Mr. 
Mudd,  nor  even  a  '  butler,'  the  one  would  ill 
become  us  ;  the  other,  I  hope  we  shall  never  need; 
it  is  a  situation  of  temptation,  in  which,  I  think, 
as  few  ought  to  be  placed  as  possible:  those  whose 
enjoyments  are  scarce,  will  sometimes  snatch  them 

too 
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too  eagerly;  and  I  do  not  like  the  sort  of  vigilance 
to  which  it  would  oblige  me,  or  the  detection  of 
fraud  to  which  it  might  subject  nic;  I  have  per- 
haps seen  too  much  of  the  tricks  of  a  cellar.  I 
like  my  girls  ibr  butlers,  better  than  my  boys.  I  de- 
test a  cdlar-co.vcomb :  there  is  no  occasion  to  give 
one's  friends  bad  \^  ine,  or  to  shake  up  a  bottle  of 
port  like  a  phial  from  the  apothecary's;  but  if  a 
cellar  is  well-built  and  arranged,  and  things  are 
not  done  in  all  the  hurry  of  nejxlioence,  the  wine 
will  be  good  without  talking  about  it.  I  super- 
intend the  taking  it  in,  and  my  girls  give  it  out  by 
turns,  as  they  do  every  thing  used  in  the  family. 
God  bless  them  !  they  assist  their  old  father  very 
willingly.' — '  Wq  can  never  do  too  much,'  replied 
sweet  Ma^y,  not  raising  her  eyes,  and  perhaps^ 
not  knowing  she  had  spoken. 

Lady  Elma  partook,  with  ail  the  enjoyment  her 
warm  heart  gave  her  and  communicated  to  others, 
of  this  easy  hospitality.  Gertrude  shared  every 
attention,  and  was  encouraged  to  conversation. 
^  Now,  dear  lady,'  said  j\Ir.  Mudd,  ^  how  shall  we 
amuse  you?  Can  you  tell  us  wdiat  you  would 
most  like?  Vv^e  are  not,  we  well  know,  such 
company  as  you  are  used  to.  I  can,  indeed, 
shew  you  a  few  prints  and  books  that  serve  to 
comfort  an  if^norant  man  who  could  never  seek 
what  they  bring  to  one's  knowledge.  When  I  see 
young  people  tlirowing  away  the  advantages  of  a 
liberal  education,  I  cannot  but  think  what  1  w^ould 
have  given  to  have  been  brought  up  to  the  church  : 
I  feel  like  the  old  admiral  who  scolded  his  maid 
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for  throwing  away  the  outside-leaves  of  cabbages 
and  the  parings  of  turnips,  bidding  her  recollect 
how  glad  he  should  have  been  of  them,  when 
a  midshipman  on  a  long  voyage.  But  God's 
will  be  done ;  he  has  determined  for  me  better  than 
I  could  have  done  for  myself. — Will  you  see  our 
book-room? — wife,  have  you  shewn  it?' 

'  No,'  replied  Mrs.  Mudd:  *  to  say  the  truth, 
I  did  not  know  whether  Lady  Elma  might  think 
we  wanted  a  book-room.' 

^  Right,  wife;  but  let  us  shew  it :  hang  it,  no 
conceahnents.' 

'  O  !  I  beseech  you,'  said  Lady  Elma,  '  let  me 
see  the  book  room; — but  you  should  call  it  a 
library' 

'  No,  my  dear  lady,  not  till  I  call  my  bed-room 
a  ciibkuliim.  But  here  are  my  books,  call  their 
stable  what  you  will.  Your  honored  grandfather's 
money  has  not  been  thrown  away ;  I  am  sure  he 
would  say  so,  if  he  knew  that,  at  fifty-three,  I  can 
read  with  the  eagerness  of  twenty.  My  books  are, 
next  to  my  wife  and  children,  my  greatest  comfort ; 
they  '  teach  one  how  to  live  and  how  to  die ;'  and 
in  the  leisure  I  now  enjoy,  though  I  am  pretty 
busy,  I  can  still,  I  find,  improve  my  faculties ; 
thanks  to  a  constant  habit  of  industry  !  there's  no- 
thing like  it.  Your  young  friend  here, — and  77iy 
3'Oung  friend  too,  I  will  call  her,  looks  so  kind- 
hearted,  that  I  am  sure  she  w^ill  take  a  little  advice 
from  an  old  man.  Never,  my  dear  young  lady, 
if  you  have  once  been  in  the  habit  of  employing 
your  time  and  your  faculties,  give  it  up ;  never  say 
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*  it  is  too  late  to  learn.'  I  do  not,  on  my  consci- 
ence, believe  there  is  so  much  difference  betweea 
talents,  common  talents,  I  mean,  as  between 
powers  of  industry ;  and  in  this  idea,  I  am  sup- 
poi'ted  by  the  opinion  of  that  dog  Gibbon,  who  in- 
fidel as  he  was,  could  yet  direct,  in  points  of  mere 
prudence  * :  he  says,  the  difference  subsists  in  the 
power  of  application ;  and  I  am  sure  it  does :  for 
when  I  was  a  boy,  I  have  many  a  time  seen  the 
fable  of  the  Hare  and  the  Tortoise  exemplified.  I 
used  to  fret,  \vhen  I  saw  other  boys  so  far  before 
me,  till  I  found  at  last,  that  their  reliance  on  their 
power  of  *  fetching  up,'  deceived  them,  and  often 
made  them  wait  for  me ;  and  this  spurred  me  on. 
I  knew  aa  instance  of  the  advantage  of  a  constant 
kabit  of  industry,  which  ought  to  encourage  every 
one  against  the  whispers  of  the  lazy  spirit.  It 
was  an  old  gentleman,  very  little  short  of  seventy, 
who  wisrliLng  to  relieve  his  eyes,  by  mixing  a  little 
activity  wilh  his  sedentary  employments,  took  to 
the  study  of  shells,  and  before  his  death,  was  con- 
si^lered,  by  persons  conversant  on  the  subject,  as 
4}u  father  of  this  branch  of  knowledge :  at  auc- 
tions in.  London,  he  was  appealed  to  in  all  ques- 
tions ;  and  his  opinon  woxjld  settle  any  dispute. 
I  am  quite,  though  very  humbly,  of  the  opinion  of 
that  great  man,  Bishop  Cumberland,  that,  '  it  is 

♦  A  faint  hope  exists,  that  the  historian  might  not  deserve 
to  be  thus  stigmatised.  In  Ilayley's  '  Life  of  Ilomney,'  we  arc 
told,  that  Gihbon's  iast  words,  were,  '  Mon  Dieu  !  Bon  Dieu  1' 
May  it  be  so! 

better 
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better  to  zi^^ar  out,  than  rust  but ;'  so  I  shall  ftj  t# 
learn  as  long  as  I  live.' 

They  now  reached  the  modest,  well-situated,  and 
well-stored  *  book-room,'  where  no  ostentatious 
arrangnients  ot  gaudy  bindings  caught  the  eye: — 
cases  contrived  to  prevent  injury,  inclosed  the  col- 
lection:— the  young  people  opened  them  by  a 
mechanical  contrivance  that  prevented  any  hin- 
drance or  loss  of  time  from  the  inclosures ;  and 
Lady  Elma  saw  a  collection  of  books  that  would 
have  done  cr(  dit  to  any  English  gentleman.  *  Herfe 
is  a  book,'  said  Mr.  Mudd,  taking  from  an  upper 
shelf,  a  little  ugly  Dutch-looking  iSmo  in  a  black 
binding;  *  here's  the  book,  which,  next  to  that 
which  teaches  me  to  thank  my  Maker,  I  value: 
this  Horace  I  bought  with  a  shilling  your  good 
grandfather  gave  me  for  being  the  hrst  in  my 
class.  I  remember  having  for  my  Christmas  task, 
to  learn  that  ode  which  describes  the  pleasure  of 
those,  who,  after  a  life  of  business,  can  get  into  the 
country,  and  into  their  oxvn  country.  And  this  it 
was,  my  dear  lady,  that  warmed  my  heart,  and 
seemed  to  set  up  an  object  worth  working  for.  I 
could  say  great  part  of  that  ode,  even  at  this  time 
of  day,  1  am  sure,  witliout  missing  a  word ;  and 
Jiere  I  am  now,  to  my  heart's  content,  thank  God ! 
To  be  sure  these  were  not  my  father's  fields,  I  had 
no  •  pat  Tua  rura  ;'  but  they  are  fields  honestly 
purchased  ;  and  I  bless  God  for  them,  and  for  a 
spirit  of  thankfulness  which  I  am  sure  doubles 
every  blessing.     And  now,  dear  lady,  do  not  let 
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tis  keep  you  standing  here ;  but  if  at  any  time, 
you  want  such  books  as  we  have,  recollect  thai 
*  all  I  have  is  thine.' — Come,  come  ;  I  see  your 
heart  in  your  lovely  eyes ;  we  will  not  talk  any 
more.  I  must  now  ask  you  fifty  questions :  how 
long  is  the  longest  time  you  can  spare  us  ?' 

On  Lady  Elma's  frank  confession,  that  sh6 
meant  not  to  return  home  till  the  evening,  her  host 
said, 

*  You  are  very  good,  my  dear  lady ;  you  do  u^ 
honor  : — were  all  but  like  you  !  But  you  will  not, 
I  am  sure,  like  dining  with  such  a  crew;  we  havd 
five  of  the  girls  of  our  party,  the  rest  are  in  the 
nursery*  I  do  think,  I  should  feel  more  happy, 
if  you  and  Miss  Aubrey  would  take  a  chicken  by 
yourselves ;  that  is,  I  mean,  not  to  make  us  sit 
down  with  you.' 

*  Then,  my  good  friend,'  said  Lady  Elma,  ^  it  must 
be  at  the  inn  that  we  dine.  Believe  me,  with  far 
more  heart-felt  pleasure  than  I  could  meet  at  the 
first  tables  in  the  kingdom,  shall  I  sit  down  with 
you  and  your  family*  Do  not  suppose  me  so  fine 
or  so  stupid,  as  not  to  feel  such  a  holiday  as  this.' 

*  But  your  young  friend  here,  cannot  have  that 
interest  in  the  scene  ;  and  she  may  not  think  quite 
as  you  do :  I  do  not  know,  indeed,  whether  she 
ought ;  for  though  pride  wounds  me  sometimes, 
yet  I  think  every  body  must  be  allowed  to  keep 
their  place ;  and  perhaps  we  have  as  much  pride 
as  our  neighbors,  in  not  chusing  to  quit  our's.' 

'  You  do   not  know  me,  sir,'   said  Gertrude; 

'  Lady  Lima's  kindness  to  me  is  the  greatest-  eoh- 
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clescension;  I  have  no  pretensions  to  her  notice; 
for  I  am  a  being  without  dependence  or  inde- 
pendence.' 

*  No,  no,  no,'  said  Mv.  Mudd,.  *  young  lady, 
such  a  case  is  irapoasible  :  dependence  on  Hea- 
ven ;  independence  in  your  head  and  hands ;  and 
John  ]\Iudd\s  best  exertions  for  every  one  dear  to 
Lfcdy  Ebi)a  De  Ruse.' 

Lady  Ehna  expressed  a  ^vish  to  walk  into  thq 
town ;  and  she  now  retired  with  her  host  and 
hostess  for  a  little  private  conversation.  During 
her  abst^nce,  the  young  people  acquitted  them- 
selves in  tlie  handsomest  manner  of  all  those  at- 
tentions which  could  make  G  ertrude  feel  at  ease  with 
ihem  :  and  finding  she  had  not  seen  the  nurseries 
and  school-room,  they  led  her  through  them.  In 
the  latter,  two  of  the  younger  children  were  saying 
lessons  to  a  young  woman  of  a  most  prepossessing 
appearance,  and  most  respectful  manners ;  and 
here  Geirtrude  was  soon  joined  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
,«^Iudd  and  Lady  Ehiia. 

*  Vou  see,'  said  Mr.  Mudd,  as  they  quitted  the 
apartment,  '  we  could  not  do  without  a  governess. 
My  wife,  though  I  must  do  her  the  justice  to  say^ 
slie  has  taken  greiit  pains  not  to  be  ignorant,  was, 
as  you  may  suppose,  afraid  of  taking  the  matter  of 
education  on  herself;  and  as  to  sending  our  girls 
toscliool — it  did  not  signify  for  boys,  they  must 
rough  it  through  the  world;  and  if  they  are  af- 
fronted, their  lists  can  set  it  right ; — but  as  to  girls, 
it  is  a  very  different  business  :  at  low  schools,  no 
good  is  to  be  obtained  ;    and  at  such  as  we  could 

have 


THE  COUNTESS^  AKt)  GEBLTRUDE.  55 

have  trusted,  they  would  have  been,  perhaps,  de- 
spised, and  consequently  unhappy,   poor  things  l 
Besides,  nothing  could  have  prevailed  on  my  wife's 
pride  or  mine,  to  have  sent  the  little  Muddikins 
amongst    your    Lady    Augustas    and    honorable 
Misses.     So,   while  our  family  was  growing  up, 
we  contrived  to  educate  the  child  of  a  very  worthy 
man,  for  our  purpose  ;  we  gave  her  all  the  advan- 
tages we  could  procure  for  her ;  and  she  has  more 
than  repaid  what  we  have  done  ;  for  she  came  of 
a  good  stock  ;    and  there  is  something,   I  have  al- 
ways found  in  that :   by  a  good  stock,  I  mean,  not 
a  distinguished   ancestry,   but  an  honest  descent, 
such  as  enables  one  to  look  the  world  in  the  face  \ 
and  I  confess,   it  greatly  astonishes  me  to  see  so 
little  pride  in  fashion  on  this  subject :  it  may  be 
a  sore  feeling  peculiar  to  the  Mudds,  but  I  own 
i  do  stare  a  little,  when  people  talk  of  birth  and 
situation,  and   make  no  scruple  of  marrying  the 
daughters  of  adultresses,  and  even  their  illicit  pro- 
geny.    We  had  a  lady  in  our  neighborhood,  when 
we  took  possession  of  our  house,  who  was  vastly 
disposed  to  condescend  to  us,  but  we  could  not 
condescend  to  her:    she  affected  to  consult  me 
about  a  match  for  her  daughter,  and  had  the  ef- 
frontery, on  my  objecting  to  the  character  of  the 
man,   to  say,  *  But,  my  dear  sir,  we  must  not  be 
nice ;     consider    the  circumstances    of  Augusta's 
birth.'  I  did  consider  them  more  than  she  thought ; 
for  it  would  have  broken  my  heart,   had  a  son  of 
mine  thought    of  such  a  match.    Muddy  as   we 
are.     But  £is   to    our   good  young  friend,    in  a 
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year  or  two,  Me  shall  be  able  to  do  without 
iier ;  and  there  is  a  very  worthy  young  clergyman, 
for  whom  I  have  been  so  happy  as  to  g€t  a  living 
not  fdv  o(F,  who  has  had  sense  enough  to  see  that 
h€  shall  have  a  treasure  in  her;  she  is  just 
one-and-twenty  ;  and  I  shall  feel  as  if  I  had  mar- 
ried ofV  my  eldest  girl,  when  I  have  given  her  to 
him.' 

A  servant  now  came  in  quest  of  Mrs.  Mudd,  to 
tell  her  that  Mrs,  Finish  was  in  the  breakfast- 
parlor. 

'  Pray  say  I  will  wait  on  her  directly,  William. 
—Will  your  ladyship  allow  me  to  leave  you,  and 
send  Mary  to  you?  Mr.  Mudd  will  not  quit  you/ 

*  No,  no  ;  dear  Mrs.  Mudd,  do  let  me  see  the 
visitor  ;  this  is  just  what  I  wished. — Tell  me  a 
little  about  her.' 

'  She  is  one  of  our  physicians'  wives.' 

*  W^hat?  has  he  more  than  one  ?  my  dear,'  said 
Mr.  Mudd. 

*  O  I  no :  I  beg  your  pardon  ; — she  is  the  wifti 

of  one  of  our  physicians.' '  Well  !  and  what  is 

she  ?  a  good  sort  of  a  body  ?' — *  O  !  yes.' '  Is 

she  a  fool  ?'—  '  I  can't  justly  say  :  no  ;  I  do  not 
think  she  is.  I  fancy  they  have  not  been  here  long; 
but  they  were  here  before  us  :  and  I  should  think 
they  are  not  rich,  at  least  by  their  manner,  because 
they  talk  so  much  of  what  they  can  afford.  I  can- 
not find  anybody  who   knows  w^here  they  come 

from.' '  How  does  she  treat  you?' — '  Why,  if 

I  must  speak  the  truth,  she  seems  always  sorry 
that  she  is.  obliged  to  be  civil.'— — *  Then^  I  in- 

treat 
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treat  you,  do  not  introduce  nie  or  Miss  Aubrey  to 
her ;  behave  to  us  with  the  greatest  indifference.' 
— *  O  dear  !  lady  Elina,  I  cannot  do  that.     Your 

ladyship  had  better  not  come.' '  But  positively 

I  will.  You  shall  see  I  will  behave  very  well. 
You  must  go  in  first' — '  O  no  !    I  cannot  indeed, 

in  my  own  house/ *  Well  then,  shall  we  follow 

you? — But  1  cannot  trust  you:  you  will  betray 
us.' — •'  No,  certainly  not,  if  your  ladyship  orders 
me  to  be  silent.' 

Mr.  Mudd  withdrew,  and  the  ladies  followed  Mrs. 
]\Iudd  :  the  young  people  all  kept  out  of  the  wa}'. 
Lady  Elma  took  up  the  needle-^^'ork  that  one  of 
the  girls  had  left,  and  very  coolly  began  stitching. 
Gertrude  found  some  netting,  and  the  conversation 
proceeded  between  Mrs.  Mudd  and  her  visitoi",  m 
this  guise: 

'  The  doctor  is  well,  I  hope,  ma'am  :  I  suppose 
he  is  not  much  at  home.'-- — '  I  never  pretend 
to  give  any  account  of  the  doctor's  movements ; 
he  is  so  hurried  !  I  scarce  ever  see  him  :  they  say 
there's  none  so  ill  shod  as  the  shoemaker's  wife; 
and  I  am  sure  none  are  so  ill  looked  after  as  a 
physician's  family,  if  he's  in  full  practice,  like  ??ii/ 
doctor.' 

Mrs.  Finish  was,  during  the  whole  of  this  sa- 
pient speech,  addressing  her  eyes  to  the  unintro- 
duced  ladies.  At  last,  unable  to  wait  any  longer 
for  the  friendship  of  Chance,  she  said,  turning  to 
Mrs.  Mudd,  ^  These  ladies^-staying  with  you, 
I  suppose — relations?' 

'  O !  yes/ 
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*  O  !  yes,'  replied  Lady  Elma,  staring  in  the 
most  uninformed  manner,  *  country  cousins/ 

^     '  Ml*.  Mudd's  or  your's,  may  I  ask  ?' 

'  Just  the  same  relations  to  both,'  said  Lady 
jElipa,  '  all  Mudds.  We  came  all  the  way  from 
Brighton  this  morning.' 

*  Brighton  very  full  just  now?' 

*  Don't  know  indeed,  ma'am,  just  now.' 
.     *  Pleasant  rides  about  it !' 

*  Can't  tell,  ma'am ;  may  be  for  those  who 
Jceep  carriages : — sad  place  fpr  wearing  out  shoes 
, — things  very  dear/ 

Mrs.  Finish  now  turned  a  little  on  her  chair, 
away  from  her  new  acquaintance,  as  if  satisfied 
that  this  was  an  unprofitable  speculation.  Lady 
Jllma  stitched  away,  and  Gertrude  dared  not  takp 
her  eyes  off  her  work. 

Mrs.  Mudd  was  forced  to  begin  again;  *  Yoi; 
have  a  large  family,  ma'am.' 

'  Yes,  Mrs.  Mudd,  we  have ;  but  niy  sons  have 
a  private  tutor,  and  my  daughters  have  a  very 
good  governess  who  attends  the  masters ;  so  J 
have  not  much  trouble.' 

*  Your  garden,  ma'aip,  I  hear,  is  the  finest  in 
the  neighborhood.' 

*  Why,  as  to  that,  Mrs.  Mudd,  I  believe  it  is 
the  best :  it  pught  to  be ;  fpr  the  doctor  pays  in^- 
mensely  for  it ;  only  indeed  it  does  not  signify  to 
him  whether  he  pays  thirty  pounds  or  three-hun- 
dred :  it's  his  hobby  horse :  he  has  just  got  such  a 
cargo  of  Cape  plants !  I  s^w  him  and  all  his  nien 

so 
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S($  busy  before  I  came  out !  it  serves,  as  I  sqy, 
to  fill  up  his  time :  I  don't  know  how  many  there 
were  of  them  at  it.     1  sometimes  take  a  walk  in 
it  when  they  tell  me  there  is  any  rarity  in  blow;; 
but  I  seldom  get  round  it.' 

'  Perhaps  you  Irke  in-door  enjoyments/ 
'  O  dear !  no;  I  have  a  most  excellent  house-., 
keeper.    I  had  her  from  Lord  Gorgington's.    Lady  ; 
Gorgington  gave  me  a  most  excellent  character  of;- 
her :  initeed  I  never  herd  a  better,  and  she  indeed  . 
deserves  it,  for  she  is  as   capable  of  sending  up 
three  courses,   as  three  dishes.     We  keep  her  in  . 
pi'etty  good  practice ;  and  there  is,  I  think,  a  good 
deal  in  that:  to  be  sure  she's  very  expensive,  and  she 
will  have  a  good  cook  under  her ;   indeed  she  has 
always,  she  tells  me,  been  used  to  a  man-cook ;) 
and  I  don't  think  she  would  have  taken  any  place 
but  our's  without  it :  and  as  to  the  expence,  why 
what  is  it,   compared  to  the  comfort  ?  Aly  dinner 
comes,  on  table,  and  I  know  no  more  about  it  than 
the  people  that  dine  with  us.' 

'  I  suppose  you  read  a  great  deal  then,'  said 
Lady  El  ma,  gawkily. 

*  O  !  yes,  every  thing  that  comes  out.' 

*  How  I  pity  you !'  exclaimed  Lw%  Lima, 
with  perfect  composure,  and  looking  her  so  full, 
ia  the  face,  tiiat  she  was  forced  to  turn  towards 
Mrs.  Mudd  still  more.  As>  if  in  revenge  for  a  ' 
speech  she  could  not  understand,  she  asked  Mrs, 
Mudd  if  Mr.  Mudd  had  yet  named  his  house ; 
.adtUiig,  ^  \  suppose  he  will  give  it  some  fashionabe 
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name.     The  doctor  told  me  last  night  he  should 
advise  him  to  call  it  Miranda- place.' 

Perhaps  neither  of  the  wives  knew  perfectly  the 
force  of  the  appellation ;  but  Mrs.  Mud4  accident- 
ally answering  as  well  as  if  she  had  comprehend* 
ed  it  in  all  its  extent,  replied,  '  He  was  talking 
last  night  of  calling  it  '  Servants'  hall.' 

Mrs.  Finish  affected  to  laugh  and  to  wonder.  It 
seemed  as  if  she  wished  to  drive  Mrs.  Mudd  to 
telling  the  legend  of  her  family.  This  not  suiting 
Lady  Elma's  purpose,  shje  drew  back  the  convert 
sation  to  herself,  by  asking  the  visitor,  very  gravely, 
if  she  knew  of  any  family  whq  wanted  a  sempr 
stress. 

The  manner  in  which  the  question  was  put,  em- 
barrassed Mrs.  Finish  completely.  There  was, 
perhaps,  something  in  the  style  and  manner  of  La- 
dy Elma,  that  declared  she  was  of  no  ordinary 
rank,  yet  her  being  found  in  Mr.  Mudd's  house, 
and  the  inference  from  what  she  had  said,  that  she 
was  related  to  the  family,  made  her  mlgarity  un- 
questionable ;  and  whether  her  application  on  be- 
half of  a  sempstress,  was  to  be  understood  as  for 
herself  or  another,  the  doctor's  lady  could  not 
conjecture.  Determining,  however,  tp  be  on  that 
right  side  which  a  person  of  good  breeding  would 
have  suspected  to  be  the  wrong,  she  answered,  with 
something  like  civil  disdain,  that  she  never  recom- 
mended servants,  but  perhaps  her  housekeeper 
could  inform  her. 

^  Might  I  call  on  her  to  ask,  as  I  go  back  to 
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Brighton  this  evening  ?'  said  Lady  Ehna,  witl^  $14^^ 
gravity  a-;  made  Gertrude  ahiiost  stare  at  her. 
^  O  ]  certainly,  if  you  please.'  said  Mrs.  Finish ; 

*  if  you  ring  at  the  gate  of  the  offices,  and  ask  for 
Mrs.  Eule,  she'll  speak  to  you  in  her  parlor.  If 
you  will  give  me  your  name,  I  will  tell  her  to  h^ 
in  the  way/ 

'  Elmer,  ma'an^,'  answered  her  ladyship,  with 
unmoved  features,  and  rising  to  make  an  aukward 
curtesy  of  acknowledgment. 

Mrs.  Finish,  as  if  she  had  had  quite  enough  of 

*  such  company,'  soon  concluded  her  visit  with  the 
demi-sarcasm,  ^  I  see  you've  got  friends,  Mrs. 
JMudd/  and  the  merriment,  excited  hy  Lad^^  El- 
ma's  incomparable  acthig,  had  not  subsided  when 
Mr.  Mudd  came  in.  Gertrude  was  the  only  one 
who  could  explain  to  him  what  had  passed,  and 
^'ive  the  scene  ;  but  she  did  it  with  spirit  and  ef- 
fect :  they  then  called  on  Lady  Elma  to  explaia 
J^er  meaning  and  her  intentions. 

'  To  call,'  said  she,  '  in  my  way  home,  at  Mrs* 
Finish's,  and  leave  my  ticket,  with  a  request  that  I 
may  hear  from  lipr.  I  have  said  nothing  that  I 
cannot  refer  to  my  wish  to  serve  another  ;  if  they 
can  find  a  sempstress's  place,  I  can  find  the  semp- 
stress presently  ;  and  great  will  be  the  good  lady'^ 
confusion  when  she  finds  out,  that  I  am  not  the 
sempstress  myself.' 

Tiie  Vv  it  of  '  Miranda  place'  bad  been  explained 
to  ^ir.  Mudd  ;  and  the  party  were  preparing  again 
to  set  out,  when  another  visitor  was  announced  ir> 
the  person  of  Mrs.  Eirstcut.     '  Our  apothecary's 

mother,' 
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mother,'  said  Mr,  Mudd  :  *  I  shall  abscond/  '  Sent 
by  the  doctress  to  reconnoitre,  as  1  live,'  said  Lady 
Ehna  ;  ^  now  we  are  all  to  be  ourselves.' 

]\Irs.  Firstcut  was  in  the  greatest  possible  hurry. 
She  had  only  one  minute  to  spare;  she  must  call 
on  dear  Mrs.  Finish  as  she  went  back,  and  it  was 
ironing-day,  and  she  knew  dear  Mi's.  Mudd  could 
tell  what  that  was,  she  was  sure ;  but,  indeed,  their 
washes  were  not  to  be  compared  to  dear  Mrs. 
Mudd's,  for  they  were  but  two,  as  one  might  say, 
except  the  maid  and  the  boy ;  for  Mr.  Carry  coal, 
the  assistant,  sent  his  things  home  to  be  washed ; 
and  all  the/ sheets  and  table  linen  they  put  out ; 
but  her  so^s  shirts  and  cravats  he  was  very  parti- 
cular about,  and  they  were  all  washed  at  home,  and 
he  had  a  clean  one  every  day,  as  sure  as  the  day 
came  rounds  and  it  was  very  fit,  as  he  waited  on 
all  the  quality ;  but  she  could  not  help  just  calling 
in  to  ask  the  good  family  how  they  did  :  she  hoped 
we, were  all  well:  the  dear  little  olive-branches ; 
de^*  good  Mr.  Mudd — sweet  Miss  Barlow, 
and  all  the  good  family:  she  hoped,  indeed, 
the  little  eruption  on  Miss  Sarah's  lip  was  subsif 
ded :  she  dared  say  it  was  only  some  little  deter- 
mination of  some  little  offensive  matter  to  the  skin, 
occasioned  by  checked  perspiration  after  the  hot 
weather;  *  dear  how  hot  it  had  been ! — young  peo^ 
pie  were  very  apt  to  drink  cold  water  when  they 
were  hot ;  and,  indeed,  when  she  first  heard  of  it, 
she  feared  it  might  be  serious;  but  Mrs.  Mudd 
might  always  be  sure  she  was  quite  sale  in  Mr. 
I V^.tcut's  hand ;  he  iiad  such  a  case  lately  as  Dr^ 
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yjnish  declared  would  have  puzzled  all  the  whole 
.^oll^ge  of  physicijns:  it  was  a  reaper  of  Farmer 
Stiffclays;   be  iiad   trod  upon  his  sickle,  and  had 
iCUt  through  the  ball  of  his  foot  tillyou  might  see — / 
*  But  perliaps  those  ladies  don't  like  surgical  cases: 
ivell !  she  begged  pardou  ;  she  hoped  Master  Tho- 
mas, pretty  little   dear  I  had  recovered  from  the 
.effects  of  his  fall.     She  was  glad  to  find  her  fears 
for  the  state  of  Master  Joseph's  little  bowels  were 
groundless;  indeed,  if  she  thought  at  ail,  she  might 
be  sure  her  son  would  do  every  thing  proper ;  it 
was  impossible  to  know  such  a  sweet  amiable  fa- 
mily without  being  particular  interested.    She  beg- 
ged those  ladies'  pardons,    but  she  had  always  so 
much  to  say  when  she  saw  dear  Mrs.  Mudd ;  for 
they  were  both  so  engaged  in  their  family-concerns, 
ihat,    intimate   as  they  were,  they  could  seldom 
.meet;  but  Mrs.  Mudd  was  quite  famous  for  her 
notability  ;  it  was  a  fine  thing  to  be  brought  up  to 
,l)e  useful !     Pid  Mrs.  Mudd  see  a  carriage  and 
four,  drive  throudi    the   town   that  mornin;!?   it 
seemed  to  be  9.  widow-lady's,  with  crownets  and 
them  there  things,  supporters  and  four  horses  :  she 
wondered  where  it  went  ;•  tor  she  did  not  see  it  put 
up  at  tjie  George,  so  shesupposed  it  went  through: 
she  supposed  it  was  come  to  some  of  their  gi'eat 
neighbors ;  they  all  herded  together,  and  spoilt  the 
neighbourhood.     She  feared  iSlrs.  Mudd  found  it 
yery  much  so,  for   she  thought  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  pride  in  the  place ;  as  for  her,  she  had 
none;  and  she  would  as  soon  sit  down  and  take  a 
jcup  of  tea,   or  play  a  little  penny-quadrille,  or  a 
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penny  a  dozen,  if  more  agreeable,  with  any  of  tiie 
neighbors,  if  ever  so  low,  as  she  would  be  stuck 
up  in  form  with  the  grandees.' 

Gertrude,  and  perhaps  Mrs.  Mudd,  had  felt 
anxious  to  know  how  Lady  Elma  would  act  before 
this  new  audience ;  but  she  acted  not  at  all :  she 
had  only  now  to  sit  unemployed,  and  with  her  ac- 
customed perfect  self-possession,  to  make  the  good 
gossip  feel  silly :  and  when  she  wound  up  her 
speech  with  *  You  didn't  happen  to  see  the  coach 
I  spoke  of:'  Lady  Elma  moving  only  her  head, 
answered  for  Mrs.  Mudd,  who  dared  not  speak,  *  I 
can  inform  you,  madam,  it  is  Lady  Waveney's 
carriage;  it  bi-ought  me  here  this  morning,  and 
carries  me  back  to  Brighton  this  evening.' 

*  O  !  I  beg  ten  thousand  pardons,  madam.  Then 
turning  in  some  fuss  to  Mrs.  Mudd, '  These  ladies— 
relations,  I  suppose,  to  Lady  Waveney ;  and  in  a 
lower  wheedling  tone;  '  Their  dear  names?' 

Mrs.  Mudd  replied,  almost  accidentally,  in  a 
tone  that  seemed  like  reproach  of  the  good  lady's 
ignorance  of  the  great  world,  '  Lady  Elma  De 
Kuse,  ma'am.' 

The  *  grandees,' — the  ■  ironing-day,' — the  '  shirts 
and  cravats,' — the  *  penny-quadrille,  or  a  penny 
a  dozen,  if  more  agreeable,'  all,  all  rushed  into 
Mrs.  Firstcut's  face;  and  begging  pardon,  and 
iterating,  ^'Twas  iny  mistake ;  'twas,  indeed,  m^ 
mistake:  O,  laws  1'  she,  in  a  trembling  hurry,  got 
out  of  the  room,  and  was  quitting  the  house,  when, 
^s  if  hoping  to  recover  herself  in  her  own  credit, 
?he  turned  back  and  said,  '  Are  we  to  meet  you 
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and  the  ladies  at  the  doctor's  this  afternoon  ?  Mrs. 
Finish  has  a  party.' — ]\Irs.  Mudd  replying  that  she 
had  not  heard  of  it,  the  good  lady  set  all  straight 
by  observing  how  very  wrong  it  was  of  people  to 
make  distinctions. 

'  This  is  glorious,'  said  Lady  Elma ;  *  she  will 
tiow  go  and  frighten  Mr^.  Finish: — O!  what 
wretched  folly  !  as  if  there  were  not  good  breeding 
for  every  body.  I  know  not  which  was  the  most 
insulting  of  these  two  foolish  women  :  the  one  who 
would  have  oppressed  us,  or  the  other  who  would 
have  consoled  us.  But  here  come  more  visitors  ; 
you  will  not  want  me  here.  This  is  an  open  car- 
riage and  four,  with  outriders  and  badges.  I  gan 
do  no  good  here.' 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER  LXIX. 


Sunypfiious  sordidness.  An  easy  dcpurtment.  Common  things 
-Hat  neccssarih/  common.  Instances.  The  pariiaan.  Can^ 
massing.     Volubilify,    Correciioji. 

AsuMPTUOUs  equipage  now  drove  up  to  the  door; 
but  the  lady  not  cii using  to  descend,  sent  a  message 
lo  Mrs.  Mudd,  requesting  her  to  come  out  to  her, 

Mr.  Mudd,  who  was  neaj',  laughing,  replied  : 
*  No,  hang  it,  that's  rather  too  bad.  Desir^ 
Mrs.  Mackmuck,  William,  to  walk  in,' 

'  Mrs.  Mackmuck's  compliments,  and  she's  drest 
for  a  dinner  at  Brighton,  and  she's  very  late,  and 
she  begs  my  mistress  would  go  out.' 

William  had  hardly  finished  his  embassy,  when, 
to  save  time,  Mrs.  ]\Iackmuck  bounced  in,  drest  as 
fine  as  gold,  silver,  embroidery,  lace,  and  precious 
stones,  and  beads  French  and  English,  Scotch 
and  Egyptian  pebbles  could  make  her. 

'  O  !  I  know  that  style,'  whispered  Lady  Elma 
to  Gertrude  ;  *  she  has  emptied  her  drawers  upon 
her  head  :  that's  famous.' 

'  O  my  dearest  creature !'  cried  the  fine  lady  to 
poor  Mrs.  Mudd,  ^  you  will  oblige  me  most  univer- 
sally, if  you  will  do  us  the  favor  to  wait  upon  us 
to-morrow  to  go  to  the  review  :  I  wants  to  make  a 
monstrous  party  to  outdo  every  body :  I  hear  the 

great 
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great  De  Hauteforts  are  to  be  there  quizzing,  and 
that  person  that's  so  much  talked  of  for  a  wit,  Lady 
Druce,  and  the  Luxmores,  and  tny  favorite  young 
Portargis,  and  the  Afiss  Trillions,  and  Sir  Thre'e- 
per-centConsol's  bride  :  she  was,  you  know,  one 
of  the  Highbloods ;  left  without  a  shiUing!  and 
now,  I  suppose,  she'll  dash.  I've  ordered  all  my 
clothes  from  town  ;  so  you'll  come  smart ;  not  in 
your  old  fogrum  style;  and  bring  ail  the  girls  and 
them  ladies ;  and  IMudd  w  ill  come,  I  know,  of 
course  ;  for  he  knows  he's  one  of  my  flirts,  and  we 
shall  give  a  gala-breakfast,  and  drive  off  all  toge- 
ther in  a  string,  from  the  park-gates  :  breakfast 
exactly  at  ten,  so  you  must  be  early ;  the  review,, 
I'm  told,  is  to  be  the  finest  thing  in  nature.' 

Volubility,  like  this,  never  stopt  to  know  hovv-> 
much  of  it  was  listened  to.  As  soon  as  there  was 
room  for  a  word,  Mrs.  Mudd  replied,  '  I  am 
sorry  I  cannot  do  as  you  wish,  but;  I  cannot 
leave  home  to-morrow.'  *  O  !  dear  me  !  I  wish 
I  had  known  it.  Well  !  but  you'll  promise  me 
then  not  to  go  in  another  party  ;  for,  I  shall  die 
if  there  are  a  larger  than  mine  ;  and  now  -Fm 
so  procrastinated  :  I  don't  know  who  else  to  .ask  ; 
and  you  are  so  many,  it  would  have  been  so  nice ! 
Well !  if  you  can't  do  that,  perhaps  you  would  do 
me  another  favor: — pray,  ladies,  be  seated: — would 
you  allow  me  to  dispense  myself  of  a  young  lady, 
as  we've  siot  in  the  carriao-e,  for  a  few  hours  ?  I'm 
going  to  an  immense  dinner-party ;  and  I  know 
the  rooms  are  monstrous  small :  Tm  sure  the  din- 
ing-parlor  is  not  bigger  than  this; — and  you  see,  . 
when  one's  used  to  such  rooms  as  our's  at  the  park, 

one 
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one  does'n't  know  ho^v  to  conform  to  small  ones  ^ 
that's,  as  I  say,  tlie  worst  of  a  great  house,  and 
every  convenience  and  luxury.  Now,  Vm  timor-* 
Kbme  of  taking  any  body,  as  is'nt,  as  you  may  say, 
Recognised ;  and  she  came  only  last  night,  feo  I'd 
fco  time.  I  dare  say  you  feel  what  I  mean ;  and 
though  she's  a  ward  of  Mac's,  she's  but  a  middling 
sort  of  person,  and  won't  have,  I  dares  to  say, 
above  a  few  thousands  :  her  father  is  dead,  poor 
thing!  and  Mac  takes  care  of  her,  as  you  may 
say,  out  of  cl)arity.  Now,  hef  being  lowish,  I 
know,  makes  no  difference  to  i/gii  :  would  you  just 
Jet  her  dine  witli  you  ?  she'll  serve  to  make  one, 
and  amuse  them  ladies.' 

'  O !  certainly^  certainly,  by  all  means,'  said 
Hrs.  Mudd,  not  knowing  how  to  refuse^ 

*  Just  help  her  down  from  the  dickey,  Mudd,* 
4aid  Mrs.  Macmuck,  as  if  she  must  be  obeyed  with 
pleasure.  *  Come  Augusta,  come  down !  Lord 
Jfesus  !  what  a  figure  !' 

*  Can  she  get  down  safely  ?'  said  Mrs.  Mudd, 
going  into  the  hall  as  Mr.  Mudd  approached  the 
carriage,  and  cried,  'Take  care,  young  lady.* 

^  O  I  I  can  get  down  ;  I  can  jump ;  but  I  must 
shew  my  legs ;  so  you  must  not  look  nor  laugh,' 
replied  the  gay  Miss  Rudesby.  Down  she  jumped 
in  safety ;  and  giving  herself  a  hearty  shake,  like 
a  spaniel  out  of  the  Thames,  she  was  in  order  for 
Kir,  Mudd's  table.  If  ^he  had  any  scruples,  they 
were  done  away  by  her  protecting  friend's  kind 
whisper,  as  she  passed  her  to  get  again  into  the 
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carriage  :  *  Never  mind ;  it  don't  signify  how  you 
are ;  you  are  only  to  see  the  Mudds.' 

To  trace  the  sordid  means  by  which  the  parents 
of  Miss  Augusta  Rudesby  had  made  their  daugh- 
ter a  wealthy  heiress,  >vould  disgust.  To  those 
acquainted  with  London  and  its  vicinities,  it  can  be 
no  information  that  immense  fortunes  have  been 
made  by  submission  to  such  drudgery  as  rendered 
them  at  last  hard  bargains  ;  and  to  those  not  ini- 
tiated into  such  mysteries,  half  that  might  be  said 
would  be  incredible.  That  the  preparation  and 
sale  of  dogs'  and  cats'  meat,  has  made  misers,  that 
the  foundation  of  wealth  has  been  laid  by  inches  of 
pomatum  and  tlie  seals  of  letters,  that  old  clothes 
will  pay  more  than  a  knight's  fee,  and  that  unre- 
deemed pledges  have  given  pretensions  to  great- 
ness, is  all  matter  of  fact,  and  matter  of  rejoicing 
where  the  successful  practitioner  has  borne  meekly 
the  consequent  good.  No  one  can  be  ridiculous 
but  by  his  own  imprudence ;  and  while  we  con- 
sider it  as  one  of  the  felicities  of  our  happy  island, 
that  every  one  in  it  is  born  with  a  fair  chance  for 
enjoying  every  thing  it  has  to  give,  it  matters  not 
whether  it  be  the  peer  or  the  mechanic  who  forgets 
his  rank. 

Miss  Augusta  Rudesby  called  herself  fifteen,  for 
she  well  knew  the  value  of  time ;  but  as  all  who 
heard  her  age,  replied  *  But  fifteen !' — it  may  be 
supposed  she  was  half  a  year  older.  She  had  just 
]ost  the  relation  who  had  brought  her  up  ;  and  her 
'  few  thousands'  being,  at  times,  extremely  useful  to 
her  guardian  in  the  fluctuations  of  public  credit, 

VOL.  IV.  £  she 
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she  was  secure  of  civil  treatment  and  toleration  in 
his  house,  which  was  now  her  home :  she  was  saved^ 
abundance  of  anxiety  ;  for  she  knew  not  the  days 
of  the  year  when  she  had  nothing;  or  those  when 
a  lucky  victory  or  a  groundless  report  had  re- 
astabiished  her  property.  She  was  not  aware,  in- 
deed, poor  thing!  of  the  advantage  she  offered  to 
any  one  inclined  to  take  it,  by  cutting  off  three 
years'  from  her  age;  but  this  was,  as  she  would 
have  replied  to  any  one  warning  her  of  it,  '  her  own 
look  out' 

Most  gladly  would  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mudd  have 
postponed  the  honor  done  them  by  this  damsel's^ 
visit;  but  the  matter  admitted  of  no  choice,  as  she 
had  not  then  been  seen.  But  Lady  Elma's  good 
humor  seemed  more  disposed  to  extract  merrhnent 
thaih  offence  from  the  intrusion ;  and  she  set  an  ex-' 
ample  of  chearfulness,  by  shewing  that  she  for 
whose^orafort  they  were  solicitous,  could  be  cheer- 
ful under  a  vexation.  ' 

The  young- lady's  manners  were  as  unpolished 
as  if  she  had  not  aimed  at  superiority ;  and  she 
aimed  at  it,  unconscious  of  her  want  of  polish.  She 
knew  no  distinction  of  ranks  and  glasses;  she  feared 
no  one :  to  recall  her  to  recollection  of  what  was 
proper,,  was  impossible,  for  of  what  was  proper 
she  had  no  kilowlcdge,  and  with  no  other  idea  in 
\]^i:  mind  than  that  every  thing  connected  with-  //^r, 
r^e'iv.eid,  fiiom  that  connection,  an  indefeasible' 
r'i^ht  to  do  as  it  pleased,  she  launched  herself  on 
the  world,  undaunted  and  undoubting. 

It  required  no  common  talents  to  be  as  disagreis-- 
..5  .    •  ■  ^able 
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able  as  this  girl  had  made  herself:  for  Nature  had 
formed  her,  as  if  intending  she  should  please. 
Nothing  could  exceed  in  beauty  the  fairness  of  her 
complexion,  the  soft  blue  of  her  eyes,  or  the  silken 
luxuriance  of  her  flaxen  hair:  her  person  wanted 
only  a  little  rounding  to  have  been  lovely  :  it  was 
tall,  slender,  and  delicate;  but  the  extreme  of  neg- 
ligence which  appeared  CO- eval  with  her  birth,  and 
shewed  itself  in  her  form,  her  deportment,  her 
dress,  and  conversation,  made  it  almost  to  be  re* 
gretted,  that  so  much  beauty  was  given  into  such 
hands;  and  it  proved,  to  the  consolation  of  those 
mercifully  styled  '  trie  plain,'  that  all  loveliness  is 
not  lovely. 

The  effects  resulting  from  the  question,  *  What 
signifies  it?' and  the  precept,  *  Never  mind  tribes,* 
were  visible  in  her  happy  nonchalance.  She  had 
resisted,  with  the  best  success,  every  attempt  to 
inform  or  to  improve  her,  if  any  had  ever  been 
made;  and  knowing  her  very  base  origin,  she  seemed 
to  feel  it  necessary  not  to  counteract  its  inconve- 
niencies,  but  to  conform  to  it :  she,  therefore,  did 
not  eschew  lovv'  company,  and  v/ould  exclusively 
have  preferred  it,  had  she  not  contrived  to  make 
all  company  equal  in  her  acceptation.  In  too 
much  hurry  ever  to  do  any  tning  as  it  should  be 
done,  always  living  in  the  future,  and  u.mble  to  fix 
her  attention  on  the  present,  her  short  life  had  been 
a  course  of  blunder  and  absurdity  ;  and  a  thing  so 
nearly  approaching  to  savage  would  scarcely  have 
been  endured  any  where,  unless  her  property  }\ad 

E  2  been 
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been  considered  as  her  passport,  or,  as  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  there  was  no  option. 

She  had,  in  three  minutes,  asked  questions  con- 
cerning every  body  and  every  thing  in  the  room ; 
and  the  eldest  daughters  of  the  family,  for  the  ge- 
neral relief  of  the  rest,  had  offered  to  shew  her  the 
garden,  when  Lady  Ehna,  saying  in  a  low  voice, 

*  Let  us  students  study  Nature  in  all  her  vagaries,' 
signified  that  she  should  join  the  groupe.  They, 
therefore,  all  walked  out  together :  Miss  Rudesby, 
certainly  the  person  of  most  importance.  '  Let 
me  look  at  that,'  said  she,  as  she  walked  backwards, 
staring  Lady  Elm  a  full  in  the  eyes,  for  to  say,  '  the 
face'  in  common  phrase,  is  taking  too  large  a  line 
of  boundary.  The  *  that'  which  she  described, 
more  by  gesture  than  words,  was  something,  she 
could  not  tell  what,  which  hung  round  Lady  Lima's 
neck,  by  a  gold  chain,  and  which  w  as  concealed 
under  a  fold  of  her  dress.  With  a  politeness  that 
ought  to  have  been  felt  as  the  keenest  reproof,  she 
drew  out  the  picture  of  her  husband,  and  stood 
with  the  most  perfect  self-possession,  not  only  the 
observation  that  he  was  *  famous  handsome,'  and 
the  kisses  bestowed  on  the  chrystal  safeguard  of 

*  the  dear  creature,'  but  the  enquiries,  who  he  was, 
where  he  was,  and  what  he  was :  and  when  in- 
formed on  these  points,  the  subsequent  interroga- 
tories ;  how  old  he  was,  what  he  died  of,  and  whe- 
ther she  was  sorry  for  him.  Mr.  Mudd  would 
have  interposed ;  and  it  seemed  some  command  of 
temper  in  the  party,  that  they  did  not  proceed  to 
corporal  punishment ;  but  Lady  Elma  was  the  poor 

girl's 
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girFs  champion.  *  This,'  said  she  aside,  *  is  the 
fault  of  others :  she  is  to  be  pitied ;  a  sense  of 
shame,  I  fear,  is  not  natural,  any  more  than  the 
love  of  truth,  in  one  mind  out  of  an  hundred ;  let 
her  go  on.     And  I  beseech  you/  continued  she, 

*  tell  me  what  is  the  difference  of  this  girl  in  low 
life,  and  some  others  in  high  life?  Do  you  meet 
with  less  rudeness  ?' 

It  was  the  young  lady's  first  flight  from  London; 
and  having  never  learnt  any  thing  but  through  the 
medium  of  her  eyes,  all  that  she  saw,  was  matter  of 
wonder  ;  she  knew  not  one  flower  or  one  vegetable 
from  another :  she  asked  what  a  hothouse  was  for, 
and  fancied  herself  imposed  on,  because  she  could 
make  no  one  say  it  was  a  place  to  live  in,  in  the 
winter :  a  green-house  she  supposed  a  green  house : 
she  talked  of  hens  suckling  chickens,  and  asked  to 
see  the  hole  in  the  egg  where  the  chicken  got  in*\ 

*  Do  you  knovv,'  said  Mr.  Mudd  to  her,  /  the  dif- 
ference between  a  horse-chesnut  and  a  chesnut 


*  The  wife  of  one  of  the  under-park-keopers  at  Greeiv- 
wich,  offered  to  ii  lady  some  turkies  of  his  wife's  own  suck- 
ling; and  a  man-servant  of  our  own  family,  when  told  to 
find  the  house  of  a  Turkey-merchant,  was  sure  he  knew  it 
by  the  number  of  turkies  there. 

These,  and  similar  instances  of  want  of  acquaintance  with 
common  things,  come  under  the  description  of  those  in  which 
Johnson  would  have  pleaded  for  the  culprit.  But  what 
would  he  have  said  to  the  gentleman  who,  describing  the 
roughness  of  the  Thames  when  he  had  been  sailing  with 
some  friends,  and  having  heard  of  a  vessel  going  gunvfhale 
tOy  in  order  to  increase  the  interest  of  his  situation,  protested 
that  the  boat  went  gunwhak  three  ! 

horse?'— 
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borser' — '  -Aye/  she  replied,  *  that's  your  fun  now; 
YOU  know  as  well  as  I  do,  that  they  ar€  hoth  the 
same  thing.' 

In  their  walk,  Mr.  Mudd's  attention  was  called 
by  a  tone  of  quarrelling  amongst  a  small  knot  of 
laborers  at  a  distance  :  he  drew  near  to  the  arena 
of  altercation,  and  learnt  that,  at  the  time  when  a 
reaper  had  met  with  a  serious  accident,  a  man  near 
him  had  refused  the  loan  of  a  handkerchief  to  stop 
the  effusion  of  blood.  Another  who  was  standing 
"within  reach  of  him  at  the  instant,  to  end  the  dis? 
pute,  and  serve  the  wounded  sufferer,  had  pulled 
the  handkerchief  in  question,  out  of  the  owner's 
pocket,  and  with  it  something  which  it  appeared 
he  had  stolen  from  the  house. 

Mr.  Mudd,  unwilling  to  disturb  Lady  Elma  and 
her  friend,  by  the  intrusion  of  a  concern  of  his 
own,  would  have  deferred  the  consideration  of  th^ 
matter;  but  they  being  disposed  rather  to  enter 
into  its  interest,  he  proceeded  to  liear  the  allegation 
and  defence ;  and  the  case  turning  out  an  unpar- 
donable breach  of  humanity  as  well  as  of  honesty, 
he  was  very  properly  severe ;  and  when  the  culprit 
would  have  thrown  himself  on  his  knees,  and  hoped 
'  his  honor's  generosity  would  not  be  so  hard  on  a 
poor  man/  ]\Ii'-  Mudd  shewed  an  exact  appreci- 
ation of  right  and  wrong  in  ail  their  shades  and 
modiiicationB,  which  liis  language  did  not  discredit. 
'  O  1  that  glorious  gift  of  Heaven  !'  said  Lady  Elma 
j?i^ide ;  ■■  of  plain  good  §.ense  unclouded  by  false 
I  this  man  is  immoveable,  because  he  i§ 

right  3 
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right ;  and  he  is  eloquent  because  he  trusts   tlie 
dictate  of  his  own  perceptions.' 

But  notwithstanding  the  clearness  of-  the  case, 
and  the  authority  of  ium  who  judged  in  it,  the  sta,i:;Q- 
effect  of  the  man  kneelins  and  wining,  found  its 
way  to  Miss  Rudesby's  feelings;  and  not  having 
•expressed  the  least  sorrow  for  the  wounded  nmn, 
.or  the  least  indignation  against  the  double  crime 
of  the  delinquent,  she  now  stept  forth  to  take  his 
part ;  and  when  his  master,  having  paid  him  the 
few  shillings  due  to  him,  discharged  him  from  his 
service,  and  threatened  him  with  the  next  magis- 
..trate,  deaf  to  all  truth  and  reason,  she  raved,  %ntl 
^promised  Mr.  Mudd  the  utmost  anger  of  her  guar- 
dian if  he  daredpunish  a  poor  man  for  *  such  tri- 
iics.'  Not  finding  she  made  much  way  in  deter- 
ring or  persuading,  she  held  out  half  a  crown  to 
her  client,  and  when  Mr.  Mudd  interposed  between 
that  and  its  object,  she  vociferated  something  a 
little  like  abuse,  saying  that  '  at  her  school  they  al- 
ways made  subscriptions  lor  every  body  that  was 
sent  to  prison.' 

Pouting  and  indignant,  Miss  Rudesby  quitted 
the  party,  and  struck  into  another  walk.  She 
could  fall  into  no  serious  mischief,  therefore  she  was 
suffered  to  enjoy  her  solitude.  •  The  conversation 
resumed  a  more  agreeable  tone ;  and  that  part  of 
it  which  referred  to  this  visitor,  ended  in  Mr.  Mudd's 
opinion,  which  did  not"  coincide  with  Lady  Elma's 
pity  for  her  ignorance  and  folly.  *  Make  you-rself 
easy,  dear  lady,'  said  he,  *  on  this  subject  Edu- 
cation  may  improve  sense,  but  it  cannot  give  it :  it 

could 
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could  do  nothing  for  such  a  mind  :  the  utmost  en- 
deavors of  her  teachers  would  turn  out  like  the  la- 
bors of  my  bricklayers  there,  who  are  skreening 
lime:  onehalf  of  what  they  attempt  to  throw  from 
them,  returns  into  their  own  shoes.' 

'  I  suppose/  said  Mrs.  Mudd,  '  this  girl  will 
teaze  us,  all  the  rest  of  the  day,  with  this  fine  feeling. 
Do,  Mary,  look  for  her:  she  may,  in  her  passion, 
cry  herself  quite  ill;  and  she  does  not  seem 
strong.' 

Scarcely  had  Mary  set  out  on  this  errand,  when 
all  fear  for  Miss  Rudesby's  nerves  was  removed 
by  her  appearance  in  person,  laughing,  shouting 
and  driven  as  fast  as  possible,  but  not  fast  enough 
to  please  her,  by  one  of  the  gardeners  in  a  wheel- 
barrow, which  had  carried  as  its  previous  freight, 
said  her  once  white  garment,  a  quantity  of  mul- 
berries :  the  party  were  just  in  time  to  witness  the 
nymph's  complete  subversion,  before  she  had  leisure 
to  exercise  the  Lady  Godiva-privilege  of  forbid- 
ding all  observation,  which  she  had  assumed  in 
descending  from  her  high  station  when  she  arrived. 
To  the  amusement  of  some,  and  the  dismay  of 
others,  but  not  at  all  to  her  own  confusion,  she 
crept  from  under  the  vehicle,  asked  the  gardener 
if  he  found  her  heavy,  shook  herself,  and  was 
again  neat  for  dinner.  She  now  exprest  a  wish 
to  go  to  the  stable,  but  this  not  being  permitted, 
she  returned  with  '  her  admiring  friends'  to  the 
house,  whither  Mr.  Mudd  was  hastened  at  this  mo- 
ment by  a  servant,  who  came  to  say  that  Lord  Pa- 
rachute wished  to  speak  to  him ;  he  left  the  la^ 

dies, 
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dies,  and  consequently  lost  all  Mbs  Rudesby  s 
energotic  regrets  at  his  not  stopping  for  her,  as  she 
should  have  liked  excessively  to  see  a  lord. 

The  lord  to  whom  Mr.  Mudd  had  been  sum- 
moned, was  the  only  son  of  the  earl  of  Falling- 
house  ;  and  his  business  was  to  open  a  canvass  for 
a  neighboring  borough,  in  which  his  quondam  tutor 
ind  now  confidential  friend,  Dr.  Finish,  had  in- 
formed him  *  old  Mudd'  had  interest.  It  was  a 
matter  nearly  connected  witli  the  viscount's  plans; 
for  it  was  his  forlorn  hope  :  his  voice  in  parliament 
was  all  the  goods  he  had  to  sell.  Without  a  foot 
of  land  in  the  county,  with  no  knowledge  of  its 
relation  to  the  aggregate  of  the  kingdom,  without 
credit,  connection,  or  talents,  and  trusting  only  that 
no  one  '  so  prepossessing,'  was  ready  to  oppose  him, 
he  put  his  last  thousand  pounds  in  his  pocket-book, 
and  dashed  off  from  Bath,  where  he  had  just  picked 
them  up  and  heard  of  the  expected  vacancy,  to 
see  whether  it  would  receive  him. 

Dr.  Finish,  though  he  had  been  established  in 
the  neighborhood  some  months  before  *  theMudds' 
had  '  got  into  their  new  house,'  felt  himself  the  newer 
man  of  the  two,  where  such  a  business  was  to  be 
negociated ;  and  therefore,  though  it  was  by  no 
means  his  usual  practice,  he  candidly  confessed 
his  inferiority,  and  advised  his  lordship  to  do  what 
he  was  now  come  to  do,  comforting  him,  in  case  he 
should  be  disappointed  in  his  hope  of  propitiating, 
*  the  booby-burghers,'  with  the  facility  his  self-in- 
troduction would  give  him,  if  he  had  any  views  to- 
wards the  land  of  matrimony,  and  could  *  take  up' 

with 
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Avitfi  one  of  2^  old.Mudd  s  fine  girls,  and  tlie  large 
fortunes,  it  wns  said,  he  could  give  each  of  them.' 

His  lordsldp  had  done  all  that  the  time  and  cir- 
-cumstances  allowed,  for  the  promotion  and  suc- 
cess of  this  plot  and  its  underplot :  he  had  put  his 
nose  into  every  room  in  which'  the  servant  had 
looked  for  his  master;  and  while  waiting  in  a 
small  parlor,  he  had  adjusted  his  person,  which 
was  far  from  bad,  and  decided  in  his  own  mind 
that  no  girl  could  refuse  him.  He  felt  no  repug- 
nance at  ali  to  the  connection,  as  the  option  was 
to  scramble  on,  m  despair  of  the  death  of  a  cross 
hale  old  fellow  of  a  father,  who  was  ^  such  a  beast' 
as  to  refuse  to  impoverish  five  daughters  for  an  ex- 
travagant son,  and  who,  living  on  his  paternal  in- 
heritance W'ith  an  oeconomy  that  he  hoped  would 
retrieve  the  losses  incurred  by  the  mistaken  loyalty 
of  an  ancestor,  might,  as  his  son  sagaciously  ob- 
served, live  on  '  to  the  day  of  doom/ 

Unwilling  as  Mr.  Mudd  was  to  bestow  time 
on  such  a  proposition,  in  favoring  w^hich;  he  soon 
saw  he  should  betray  the  mterests  of  ja  town  to 
which  he  was  attached,  he  yet  scorned  to  cut  the 
conference  short  by  the  common  shufiie  of  giving 
false  hope-':  ^h&  did  not  admit  the  certainty  of  the 
impending 'vacancy,  nor  could  he  see  his  lordship's 
claim  to  the  honor  of  representing  a  borough 
which  had  hitherto  preserved  itself  from  the  com- 
mon opprobrium  of  places  so  constituted :  he 
doubted  not,  that  If  a  vacancy,  occurred,  one  of 
two  gentlemen  in  the  neighborhood,  either  of  whon^ 
bad  a  right  to  seek  it,  or  perhaps  might  be  sought, 

would 
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would  sit  for  it,  and  he  kindly  advised  his  lordship 
to  turn  his  horses'  heads,  and  desist  from  a  can* 
vass,  that  could  lead  only,  he  was  persuaded,  to 
trouble,  expence,  ^nd  rejection. 

The  viscount  was  not  obstinate.  Turning  a 
newspaper,  which'  he  found  on  the.  table,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  read  it,  he  stood  leaning,  reading,  and 
talking,  interposing,  every  mow  and  then,'in  his  ob- 
sei^vations  on  the  public  inews,  "or  his  glances  to  the 
subject  that  had  brouglit  him,  *  Faith!  you  are  a 
good  honest  fellow ;  I  believe,  on  my  soul,  you 
are  right.  I  should  lika  to  be  bistter  acquainted 
with  you.  You  are  a  family-man,  I  presume— nice 
place  you  have  got  here — perhaps  it's  near  your 
dinner-hour  ;-^you  could  not  take  a  mutton-chop 
with  me  at  the  inn — —I  suppose  you  have  an  iau 
jaear  you.     My  carriage  is  here.' 

Mr.  Mudd  excused  himself;  and  his  lordship 
was  compelled  to  take  his  leave  and  to  make  up 
his  mind  to  be,  as  he  termed  it,  *  off'  the  next 
■morning.  Shaking  hands,  therefore,  in  hopes  the 
next  moment  might  assist  in  the  underplot,  and 
sugcfest  some  method  of  iiitroduction  to  *  old 
Mudd's  hundred-thousand  pounds  a-piece  girls,'  he 
waited  till  his  carriage  was  announced  as  ready,, 
and,  not  immediately  followed  by  the  master  of  the 
house,  quitted  the  room.  Mr.  Mudd,  however, 
was  in  time  to  correct  a  mistake ;  for  the  intrepid 
Miss  Rudesby  had  b^en  drawn  out  by  his  lordship 
from  the  place  from  whence  she  had  chosen  *to  see 
a  lord.' 

*  Et 
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*  Et  nunc  subridens  latebras  fugitiva  petebat 

Non  tamen  effugiens 

Seel  magis  ex  aliqua  cupiebat  parte  videri 

Laetior  hoc  multo,  quod  male  tecta  foret/ 

and  was  now  undergoing  the  pain  and  penalty  of  a 
public  kissing,  under  the  supposition  that  she  was 
one  of  '  old  Mudd's  daughters,'  and  the  ocular 
conviction  that  she  was,  indeed,  '  a  very  nice  girl.' 

Mr.  Mudd's  addressing  her  by  her  name,  divul- 
ged the  error :  his  turning  her  into  one  of  the 
rooms,  shewed  his  authority,  and  his  countenance 
expressed  something  like  contempt ;  but  his  lord- 
ship pleaded  election-customs  ;  and  Mr.  Mudd  did 
not  recollect  that  by  putting  Miss  Rudesby  into 
the  little  parlor,  he  had  given  her  an  opportunity  to 
tell  his  lordship  as  he  drove  close  by  the  windows, 
that  her  guardian  would  be  very  glad  if  he  w^ould 
come  and  see  her  '  at  the  park.' 

There  was  no  time  for  what  Miss  Rudesby  de- 
served :  dinner  had  already  waited ;  and  the  family 
sat  down  to  table ;  but  the  young  lady  a  little  fright- 
ened, at  tlie  character  of  Mr.  Mudd's  looks,  had 
nearly  eaten  her  fish,  before  she  regained  her  com- 
posure ;  and  she  was  suffered,  by  way  of  atone- 
ment  to  herself,  to  remark  on  the  china,  the  plate, 
and  the  glasses,  to  ask  questions,  and  to  find  fault 
at  her  own  pleasure ;  nor  was  it  in  her  power  to  dis- 
concert *  old  Mudd's  daughters,'  by  her  blunt  ques- 
tions of  '  Is  that  hair  all  your  own  r' — *  Can  a,ny 
of  you  sing  ?'  or  *  Which  way  do  you  get  into  that 
frock  of  your's  ?' 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Mudd  was  accustomed,  in  his  own  plain 
honest  way,  to  make  every  occurrence  connected 
witli  duty  and  consequently  with  happiness,  a  sub- 
ject of  comment  in  the  presence  of  his  children  : 
and  feeling  a  parent's  kindness  for  all  young  peo- 
ple who  would  accept  it,  he  tried,  notwithstanding 
his  presentiment,  to  make  Miss  Rudesby  sensible 
of  the  misapplication  of  her  pity,  in  the  case  of  the 
thief; — for  of  that  part  of  her  conduct  which  he 
had  witnessed  in  the  hall,  he  was  too  circumspect 
in  his  conversation  to  speak.  But  his  attempt  was 
vain  :  not  a  principle  had  ever  entered  her  head  or 
her  heart :  every  thing  was  factitious  :  all  her  stock 
of  goodness  lay  in  a  littered  heap  on  the  barren 
floor  of  her  memory  ;  and  in  such  confusion,  it  was 
not  wonderful  that  she  sometimes  took  up  the 
wrong  scrap  or  mis-applied  the  right.  Mr.  Mudd 
soon  perceived  that  what  she  wanted  in  reason  she 
made  up  in  obstinacy ;  and  unable  to  follow  her 
through  the  lore  from  which  she  quoted  examples 
for  all  she  chose  to  defend,  he  sounded  a  retreat, 
and  left  her  to  herself,  lest  he  might  impeach  the 
authority  of  Mrs.  Blindall,  of  Parthenon-house, 
where  she  not  only  was  educated,  but  '  was  always 
thought  right — and  was  a  great  favorite.' 

'Your  education  then  is  finished,'  said  Lady 
Elm  a. 

'  O  yes  ;  quite.' 

*  And  pray  what  may  you  have  learned  r' 

'  I'm  sure  I  can't  tell ;  every  thing,  I  believe  ; 
but  the  things  came  so  fast  I  don't  know  one  from 
t'other ;    and  then  there  was  so  much  to  learn  by 

heart, 
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heart,  that  I  was  so  glad  to  forget  it !  But  Mrs, 
Elindall  is  a  very  clever  woman  ;  a  very  superior 
woman  ;  and  her's  is  a  most  elegant  house.  Its 
at  Bermondsey  :  you  know  Bermondsey,  don't  yOu  ? 
—it's  a  very  fashionable  place,  and  she  takes  none 
but  superior  people's  daughters.  Was  you  ever 
at  her  publics  ? — O  '  you  sliould  have  seen  the  last 
before  I  left ;  'twa"s  in  honor  of  me.  1  was  drest 
like  Minerva,  with  a  blue  sattin  helmet,  and  all  the 
ladies  helped  to  work  the  Gordons  head  :  I  think 
it  was  all  done  in  yellow  worsteds ;  very  elegant,' 
indeed.  So  there  I  stood  with  my  spear  and  shield, 
and  then  the  little  ones  came  and  worshipped  me  : 
^tvvas  all  make  believe,  you  see  ;  and  then  we  all 
took  hands,  little  ones  and  all ;  even  little  Euphra- 
sia-Anne- Jane  Parkinson ;  and  right  and  left  with 
the  Scotch  steps ;  no,  the  Irish  ones,  1  mean  ;  and 
such  grand  refreshments ! — there  was  a  temple,  all 
in  the  middle  of  one  table,  with  a  stature  like  me^ 
all  in  style ;  and  buns,  and  macaroons,  and  tea 
and  coffee.  O  !  no ;  that  was  first ;  but  ham  and 
chickens,  and  such  nice  -jelly! — do  you  like- 
jelly?' 

'  But  you  did  not  learn  dancing  only.' 

'  O  !  no  ;  I  had  all  the  masters.  Poor  pa'  paid 
for  my  learning  every  thing  fashionable,  I'll  tell 
you  now,  all  they  learnt  at  our  school.' 

'  Well,  do.' 

*  Why  music,  and  French,  and  drawing,  andjo- 
graphy^  dXidjommeti^yy  and  botany,  and  heraldy^ 
and  tYiggo—i  cm  t  mover  ptfirmUftce  th^%;  bu-tat« 
tkudes  and-*— — ^ 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Mudd  now  lost  his  patience  ;  and  well  wa.^i 
it  that  he  did,  for  a  few  firm  words  stopt  the  lady 
coiTipletel}^,  and  a  little  reprehension  from  him,  as 
soon  as  the  servants  had  retired,  shewed  that  it  is, 
indeed,  the  folly  of  others,  under  which  youngrpeo- 
ple  are  made  so  conspicuously  foolish.  She  was 
so  frightened  at  authoritative  reproof,  accompanied 
by  good  sense  and  good  temper,  that  every  joint 
sliook,  and  her  teeth  chattered.  The  girls  were 
now  all  kindness  to  her  :  they  took  her  into  another 
room,  and  resentment  was  sunk  in  the  hope  that 
their  example  might  amend  her  manners. 
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CHAPTER  LXX. 

Tkt  parti)  at  home.  The  vexatious  ball.  The  discount  petvish, 
A  steadier  mind.  An  electioneering  ladij.  Prudence  discou- 
raged.   *  To  a  degree/     Ennui. 

With  great  regret  Gertrude  took  leave  of  this  re- 
spectable and  amiable  family,  but  with  the  conso- 
ling hope  that  this  was  only  the  beginning  of  a  plea- 
sant and  valuable  acquaintance.  They  promised 
an  early  visit  to  Brighton  ;  and  Lady  Elma  having 
left  her  ticket  at  Mrs.  Finish's,  with  a  message  cal- 
culated to  teach  her  a  little  discretion,  conversed 
with  her  usual  ease  and  frankness  on  the 
events  of  the  day,  and  the  wishes  and  views  they 
produced  in  her  mind.  On  reaching  the  Marine 
Parade,  she  in  the  most  honorable  manner,  saw 
her  young  friend  safe  in  a  reception  at  least  with- 
out reproof;  and  making  herself  responsible  for 
the  length  of  Miss  Aubrey's  absence,  she  took  her 
leave  to  prepare  for  a  grand  ball,  in  the  invitations 
to  which,  by  some  unlucky  chance,  Lady  Luxmore 
had  not  been  included.  To  this  hour,  now  almost 
the  last,  there  existed  some  hope  of  mistake  and 
correction ;  but  every  moment  increased  her  lady- 
ship's despair ;  and  though  Lady  Elma,  for  Ger- 
trude s  sake,  would  gladly  have  done  any  thing  to 
please  the  countess,  yet  as  the  entertainment  was 

private^ 
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private,  and  at  the  house  of  a  personage  of  the 
highest  rank,  and  to  whom  La(iv  Luxmore  had  been 
introduced,  it  was  not  possible  to  bring  her  in, 
even  with  a  caret. 

The  day,  independent  of  this  mortification,  had 
passed  gloomily  with  all — very  very  differently 
from  its  mode  of  passing  with  Gertrude,  who 
reckoned  it  amongst  the  few  holidays  of  her  life. 
The  airing  with  ]\fr.  Reynardsori  had  not  turned 
out  very  agreeable  to  Lady  Luxmore  :  the  gentle- 
man was  in  one  of  those  fits  of  dejection  lo  which 
persons  of  irregular  lives  are  unfortunately  subject, 
and  ^vhich  seem  to  present,  very  forcibly,  the  op- 
tions of  hanging  or  drowning  ;  and  the  lady  found 
it  rather  dull  to  be  carried  to  a  part  of  the  country 
less  resorted  to  than  any  other — she  did  not  know- 
that  its  seclusion  recommended  it  to  the  choice  of 
her  charioteer,  or  that  he  v.as  not  vain  of  his 
freightage.  In  returning  into  the  living  world,  she 
had  met  nothing  but  vexatious  questions,  and  ob- 
servations  about  the    ball  — *  Don't  you  go  ?' — - 

*  Sha'n't  we  see  you  there?' — *  We  are  «// invited/ 

*  It  will  be  a  famous  thing.'— ^'  I  heair  three  Lon- 
don fruit-shops  are  engaged.' — '  They  talk  of  some 
most  extraordmary  decorations.'—'  I  understand 
the  lights  are  to  be  in  transparent  vases,  large 
enough  to  hold  a  real  cliild  drest  in  costume.' -^^ 
^  The  duchess  made  a  point  of  our  coming,' — '  zve 
stay  on  purpose  for  it.' 

All  these  weapons  whizzed  about  Ludy  Lux- 
more's  ears,  and  she  had  no  resource  but  in  plead- 
ing the  state  of  her  health,  whkh^  she  had  just  found 
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out,  mgide  evening-engagements  dangerous  to  hen 
On  coming  home  to  dinner,  Gertrude's  absence 
presented  itself  as  a  cause  of  fretting ;    but  here 
Lord  Lux  more  and  Mr.  Eeynardson  interposed  : 
the  butcher,  the  cook,  the  butler,  and  the  viands 
came  next  under  her  ban  ;  and  she  left  the  gentle- 
men to  their  wine,  on  finding  thoX  they  would  not 
join  her.     Greatly  did  she  miss  Gertrude  in  th^ 
'  entre  chien  et  loup'  of  closing  September :    she 
called  for  candles,   took  up  a  novel,  declared  it 
stufy  kicked  her  son's  dog,  wished  the  whole  spe- 
cies annihilated  ;  and  tlien  finding  she  was  very  ill, 
sent  for  the  apothecary — therv  wished  for  Gertrude, 
then  was  angry  with  herself  for  wishing  for  her,  and 
then  with  her  for  being  to  be  wished  for.     The  ar** 
rival  of  the  apothecary  was  an  episode  in  this  ex- 
tremity of  suffering ;  but  he  happenin.g  to  enter  with 
the  admiratrve  sentence,^  *  What :  Lady  Luxmore 
not  going  to  the  ball !'  she  was-  soon  convinced  that 
the  remedy-monger,  if  not  the  remedy,   was  worse 
than  the  disease :  &he  was  however  farced  to  sit 
and  hear  his  account  of  the  accounts  he  hadheai-d' 
of  what  it  was  to  be.     When  he  stopt,  she  scolded 
him  for  thinking  of  any  thing  but  her  head>ach ;  and 
the  poor  man,  terrified  at  the  celestial  ire,,  was  glad 
to  compound  for  his   safety,  by  returning  to  his 
drudgery  of  devising  neutral  remedies. 

^  I  miss  your  protcgie^  Lady  Luxmare,'  said 
Mr.  Reynardson,  as  he  sat  down  to  table,  and  as  if 
determined  to  be  revenged  for  his  own  ill-humor. 
*  We  ou^iht  to  thank  vou  for  havin<i!;  so  aoireeable  a 
companion — she  lias  more  conversation  than  any 

young 
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yoiing  woman  I  ever  met  witli.  I  dare  say  you 
have  missed  her  sadly  ail  day.' 

*  She  is  a  good  girl,'  replied  Lord  Luxmore, 

•  and  poor  thing !  she  has  not  often  a  holiday,  so 
we  must  not  grudge  it  her.' 

The  expressions  ^  good  girl/  and  '  poor  thing,' 
called  up  a  little  attention  from  Lady  Luxmore^ 

*  Miss  was  very  much,'  she  thought,  ^  like  other 
girls' — she  '  could  not  say  she  saw  that  young  peo- 
ple were  the  better  for  being  liiade  to  think  a  great 
deal  of  themselves' — but,  that,  she  supposed  Svas  the 
consequence  of  learning  grammar^ — she  must  say, 
she  *  thought  there  were  many  as  agreeable  ^irls  as 
her  at  Brighton — the  Miss  Ay  noes  were,  in  her  opi- 
nion, '  quite  as  pleasant — they  were  so  docibie,  and 
so  notable,  and  never  presumed  to  be  wise  ;  and  as 
for  calling  Miss/;6>or  thing  I  she  must  beg  leave  to 
think,  though  she  might  be  contradicted,  as  she  ge- 
nerally was  when  she  said  any  thing,  that,  consi* 
dering  what  she  was,  and  what  her  mother  was, 
she  was  much  better  ofl*  than  she  had  any  right  to 
expect'-— she  questioned  much  whether  '  if  sheh^d 
been  in  such  a  situation,  she  should  have  found  such 
a  friend  as  she  had  been  to  IMiss  Aubrey.' 

*  You  are  perfectly  right,  my  dear  Lady  Lux- 
more,'  replied  the  earl,  now  thoroughly  practised 
in  conjugal  good  manners.  ^  1  agree  entirely  in 
opinion  with  you.'  *  Mr.  Reynardson,  I  should  be 
happy  to  take  a  little  Madeira  with  you.' 

Viscount  Portargis  had  seen  Gertrude  depart 
without  a  wish  to  detain  her,  or  to  assure  himself 
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of  her  return  ;  he  had,  in  his  usual  way,  been  in' 
and  out  of  the  house,  during  what  is  called  by  cour-^ 
tesy  the  morning,  till  at  last  it  seemed  oid  not  to 
see  Gatty.  He  wanted  to  write  a  note  :  he  could 
find  no  inlf  but  in  that  room  where  she  sate — he  did 
not  like  to  stay  there, — *  it  was  a  very  dull  room.' — 
'  'l\vas  a  strange  thing  he  could  not  find  any  body's 
pens  that  could  write  but  Gatty 's'-^^  and  now  he' 
had  got  no  paper' — -'  this  piece  would  do,  no,  there 
was  something  written  on  it — what  was  it?  he 
would  just  look^ — O  !  some  of  her  Latin  exercise  I 
what  I  gave  her  to  translate,  the  Lord  knows  how 
long  ago,  and  I  hcive  never  looked  at  it ! — Come, 
it's  pretty  tolerably  done ;  but  what's  this  ? — O  !  I 
suppose  an  imitation  ; 

*  My  Gody  in  mercy  grant  to  my  request 
Kot  what  I  ask,  but  what  thou  judgcst  Lest/ 

*  That's  not  quite  the  sense.  Miss  Aubrey,  but  yoij; 
are  a  good  creature  :  I  nish  I  were  half  as  good — 
but  that's  matter  of  chance.  What's  here  ?  O  some 
music  !  she  begins  to  write  it  decently ;  a  stupid 
old  prosy  song— she  might  have  had  something  a 
little  less  arkish.  Heigh  ho  !  Gatty  Aubrey.— O!" 
this  is  some  of  our  drawing.  How  sly  she  is  now ! 
she  never  tells  me  now  how  she  gets  on ;  1  think  I 
might  be  favored  with  a  sight  of  these  line  things; 
--—Lord  !  what  waste  of  timer-— Of  this  is  master 
Alcibiades  !— it's  a  nice  head,  faith  ! — IVe  a  good 
inind  to  steal  it— no,  hang  it — I  shall  be  laughed 
at,  if  any  body  sees  it— if  lleynardson  should  get 
hold  of  it  !■— AVell !  I  must  write  my  note,  and  thefi 
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m  go  out  again;  for  somehow  or  other,  the  house  is 
more  stupid  than  ever  to  day.  O  !  there  are  the 
De  liauteforts.  I  must  be  after  them — famous 
horses  those  are  of  Sir  Phil's — a  fine  woman  Caro- 
line is,  faith  ! — if  a  man  might  have  six  wives, 
Gatty  and  Caroline  would  do  very  well  for  two. 
I  shan't  dine  at  home,  tell  Lady  Luxmore,  Roberts. 
I  can't  endure  tliis.  I  wonder  what  time  Gatty  will 
eome  back. — I  wish  I  could  learn  to  say  Miss  Au- 
brey ;  how  hard  it  is  to  break  a  foolish  habit ! — not 
before  nine,  I  suppose — well  1  I  sha.nt't  go  till  past 
ten — Lady  Elma  will  be  there.  I  hope  she  won't 
quiz  me,  for  Lm  not  in  a  good  humor.  Something 
my  wise  mother  has  done,  has  cut  her  out  of  this  stu- 
pid ball.  Hang  it !  how  uncomfortable  I  feel — 
the  fire's  quite  out.  I  do  think  it's  cold  to-day — 
sure,  I  can't  be  going  to  have  an  ague  1' 

'  Mis.  jNIammon's  compliments,  my  lord,  and 
she  wishes  your  lordship  would  indulge  her  with 
ten  minutes'  chat  at  the  library.' 

*  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Mammon,  and  I  am 
particularly    engaged    just    now — can't    possibly 

leave  home — very  sorry.' Now  what  the  devil 

shall  I  do  ?  I  can't  stir  out — but  I  know  her  busi- 
ness ;  I  wish  the  undertaker  would  take  all  match- 
makers, for  Lm  plagued  to  death  ;  and  I'm  sure  if 
I  give  up  Gatty  to  please  the  world  and  its  non- 
sense, I  don't  believe  I  shall  marry  at  all.  Til  get  off 
Into  the  army — for  as  to  the  De  liauteforts,  though 
I  like  them  very  well,  nothing  shall  persuade  me  to 
take  Caroline.  I  see  they  wish  it ;  but  I  v/ill  not  be 
drawn  in,' 
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'  Mr.  Reynard  son,  my  lord.' 

*  Well  Reynard,  how  are  you?  you  are  just  come 
to  save  me  from  downright  despair;  this  stupid 
ball,  shall  you  be  there  ?  we  shall  be  bored  to 
death  to  dance  ;  and  Ym  determined  I  will  not 
stir ;  you  will  not  dance,  I  hope.' 

'  O  I  yes,  I  shall.  I  am  engaged  in  a  good  spe- 
culation with  th^  youngest  Lawless.  But  I  have 
just  heard  what  the  affront  is  that  your  mother  has 
given ;  she  hoped  you  would  never  look  into  that 
proud  family  for  a  wife.  Mrs.  Mammon  was  pre- 
sent, and  has  told  the  duchess ;  but  \  assure  you, 
you  will  meet  a  faQ:iQus  reception.' 

*  Are  you  sure  of  it?  or  1  won't  go.' 

*  You  may  rely  on  it, — I  called  there  my- 
self just  now^,  on  purpose.  I  hinted  my  doubts  of 
your  going ;  I  said  you  had  a  cold ;  just,  you  see, 
on  purpose  to  try ;  and  they  all  cried  out  that  it 
would  be  no  ball  withput  you.  I  am  confident  you 
Viay  look  into  that  proud  family  for  a  wife,  if  you 
chuse  it,  and  like  the  daughters  :  Lady  Glycerin's 
eyes  are  sad  cheats,  if  you  may  not :  indeed  both 
the  Swandowns  are  nice  ^irls ;  but  come,  my  dear 
fellow,  I  am  in  a  great  hurry,  and  I  ran  here  at  a 
monstrous  risk.  Could  you  oblige  me  with  twelve 
or  fifteen  pounds  till  to-morrow  ?  or,  by  Jupiter,  I 
can  hardly  get  to  the  ball  and  back  ngain  safely.' 

*  Take  what  1  have  got,'  said  Portargjs ;  *  t 
^ust  ask  my  father  for  more/ 

*  But  you  need  not  account  for  this,  need  your* 

*  O  !  no,  no  ;  he  never  grudges  me  money,  to  do 
him  justice ;  and  I  shall  soon  be  my  own  master 
now>     You  will  dine  here.' 

4  The 
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The  visit  ended ;  and  his  lordship  with  the  poker 
began  to  write  G  S  in  the  ashes  :  he  had  often  prac- 
ticed writing  G  A ;  and  the  transition  was  not  diffi- 
cult: he  next  pulled  himself  up,  set  his  cravat  at 
the  glass,  doubted  the  cutting  of  his  boot,  released 
his  watch  chain,  and  informed  himself  of  the  hour, 
was  half  persuaded  his  waPtch  stood,  and  told  him- 
self '  he  supposed  it  was  a  settled  thing  that  he 
must  go  to  the  dutchess's  bail;  a«d  as  he  was  de- 
termined not  to  dan^e,  it  was  perhaps  the  best  way 
of  getting  rid  of  his  present  uncomfortable  feelings ; 
but  what  should  lie  do  till  dinner  r  'twas  a  horrid 
thing;  upon  his  honor  he  knew  nothing  worse  than 
not  to  be  able  to  tell,  of  fifty  things,  which  one  dis- 
likes the  most. 

Sitting  being,  next  to  lying,  the  best  posture  for 
manly  thought,  he  returned  to  his  situation  under 
the  stove-grate,  half  inclined  to  mount  his  horse, 
but  fearing  to  encounter  Mrs.  Mammon.  '  Come, 
Neptune,  I'll  give  thee  a  swim:  come,  Sir,  fetch 
my  glove ;  and  then  you  shall  have  a  swim. — Nine 
miles!  a  pretty  long  morning- visit.  Well!  Til  ven- 
ture out,  and  dress  and  stay  in  after  dinner;  and 
then  if  there's  any  thing  to  be  heard,  I  shall  hear 
it.' 

His  lordship  did,  at  last,  as  he  designed,  and  was 
in  the  drawing-room,  when  Gertrude  came  back : 
bethought  she  looked  uncommonly  well,  but,  '  cer- 
tainly she  always  did  look  best  by  candle-light ;'  he 
had  never,  he  thought,  seen  her  in  such  good  spi- 
rits ;  but  '  they  were  a  sign  she  did  not  feel  leaving 
hw  for  a  day:'  she  went  to  look  at  the  placid  sea, 

that 
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that  seemed  as  if  soothed  by  the  influence  of 
the  impending  moon  ;  he  looked  too ;  and  he 
thought  it  a  new  scene.  He  heard  her,  when 
JLady  Elnia  had  withdrawn,  describe  the  fa- 
jnily  she  had  visited :  he  was  charmed  with  the 
picture  of  domestic  happiness,  and  an  hour  passed 
most  agreeably  in  this  way.  Wlien  it  was  neces' 
sary  to  go,  he  felt  sorry  for  the  necessity,  and 
having  quitted  the  room  with  her,  he  whispered, 
*  ril  tell  you  what,  Gatty :  if  you  have  a  mind  for 
a  Latin  lesson  to-morrow  before  breakfast,  I  will 
give  it  you,  if  quile  convenient.'—^  It  will  be  per- 
fectly so.'     *  Shake  h^nds,  dear  Gatty!' 

But  his  lordship  had  not  foreseen  that  the  ^  nice 
girls'  at  the  ball  would  make  him  dance  till  sun- 
rise, and  that  then,  with  only  the  refi'eshment  of  an 
early  breakfiist  and  a  change  of  clothes,  the  De 
-  Hautcforts  would  make  him  join  them  in  a  party 
for  ridini^  and  drivins;. 

Gertrude  was  in  the  drawing-roo;n  at  eight ;  she 
heard  Portargis  about  the  house:  she  every  mo- 
ment supposed  him  coming,  and  rejoiced  that  his 
uncommon  alacrity  had  not  been  beforehand  with 
her's:  his  bell  rang  iiequently ;  and  his  voice,  now 
nearer  and  now  more  distant,  kept  her  on  the  alert, 
till  she  heard  horses'  feet  before  the  door,  and  saw 
him  mount,  and  canter  off,  in,  what  she  supposed, 
haste.  *  Unhappy  she,'  thought  Gertrude,  '  whq 
trusts  her  heart  in  thy  keeping,  dear  Portargis  V 
She  was  not  forward  enough  in  her  classic  reading, 
to  cry  out 
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*  Heu  !   quoties  fidem 
Mut^tosque  Deos  flebit !' 

No  lady  had  then,  in  confidential  letters  to  dear 
friends,  given  the  world  those  exquisite  lines,  trans- 
lated from  ^^letastasio  by  the  name-sake  of  the 
tirst  poet  of  antiquity  : 

*  O  fool !  that  I  should  strive  the  seas  to  sow, 
Or  trust  to  suns  the  dissoluble  snow! 
For  sure  she  trusts  the  sun,  and  sows  tlie  sea, 
Who  hopes  return  of  constancy  from  thee.' 

But  she  could  tell  herself  in  very  plain  English, 
that  the  law  which  commanded  the  rciiulation  of 
our  affections,  and  condemned  them  when  inordi-» 
nate,  consulted  the  happiness  of  women  peculiarly, 
if  they  were  the  subjects  of  such  caprice.  '  What 
is  our  bliss  that  changes  with  the  moon?'  she 
asked  :  '  I  cannot  tell  what  I  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect; perhaps  I  presumed  too  much;  but  if  I  have 
been  guilty  of  any  fault,  PorLargis  should  have 
told  me  of  it,  and  not  have  punished  me,  without 
letting  me  know  hovv*  I  have  offended.  If  he  treats 
me  thus,  because  I  am  dependent,  I  ought  to  be 
thankful  that  it  is  not  on  hi?n  that  I  depend.  But 
my  resolution  is  taken,  and  I  will  adhere  to  it ;  not 
a  creature  shall  ever  know  from  me  what  his  con- 
duct has  been:  I  will  make  no  attempt  to  bring 
him  back.  I  shall  consult  his  ease  and,  I  hope, 
promote  his  happiness  in  being  passive ;  but  never, 
ineYer,  should  even  poverty  and  distress  be  tlie  con- 

sequence! 
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seqUencCj  never,  never  will  I  be  the  wife  of  Lord 
Portargis.' 

She  devoted  the  hour  to  fetching  up  part  of  the 
arrears  which  the  idleness  of  the  former  day  had 
accumulated,  and  took  her  place  at  the  breakfast- 
table,  not  without  a  painful  apprehension,  which 
she  was  angry  to  feel  painful,  that  the  viscount's 
absence  might  excite  remark ;  and  there  was  no- 
thing, why  she  knew  not,  that  she  dreaded  so  much 
as  hearing  any  thing  concerning  him.  She  there- 
fore suffered  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  was  not 
risen ;  and  the  countess's  mind  was  too  much  occu- 
pied with  her  anger,  which  was  now  transferred  from 
the  giver  of  the  ball  to  him  for  having  partaken  of 
it,  to  recollect  any  thing  so  trifling  as  his  irregula- 
rity. 

Having  performed  all  the  behests  of  her  supe- 
riors, and  discharged  all  the  duties  of  her  various 
offices,  she  set  out  for  that  soulagement  of  all  her 
vexations,  the  two  hours'  comfort  she  enjoyed  daily 
with  Lady  Elma.  Much  of  the  time  was  spent  this 
day,  indeed,  in  discussing  the  gratifications  of  the 
past ;  and  the  interest  of  some  of  these  recollections 
was  increased,  before  her  visit  closed,  by  a  new  one 
which  arose  out  of  the  confirmed  certainty  of  a  va- 
cancy in  the  borough  for  which  Lord  Viscount  Pa- 
rachute had  desigaied  to  offer  himself  a  candidate. 

*  And  now  Gatty,'  said  Lady  Elma,  *  as  this  note 
tells  me  Mr.  Dry  bones  is  dead,  you  must  go 
through  a  new  scene  with  me  :  I  hear  Dr.  Finish 
has  hopes  of  bringing  himself  into  notice  Oft  this 
^Jeciion*business :  be  will^  I  am  sure,  in  gpite  of 

thQ 
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the  advice  i\[r.  Mudd  gav3,  make  Lord  Parachute 
liis  puppet  and  his  stalking-horse  :  but  I  au^  deter- 
mined to  thwart  him.  1  never  before  interfered  in 
an  election.  I  hate  party-politics.  I  have  friends 
on  all  sides,  whom  it  would  not  suit  me  to  lose ;  but 
I  am  determined  that  my  good  friend  and  favoritQ 
John  ]Mudd^  shall  come  in  for  this  borough,  or  I 
will  never  again  try  for  any  thing.  I  shall  canvass 
for  him  myself ;  and  1  have  this  morning  seen  two 
or  three  persons  who  have  weight  in  the  place,  and 
who,  witliout  knowing  my  candidate  even  by  sight 
or  report,  have  promised  to  serve  me.  You  would 
have  laughed  to  see  how  easily  they  were  per- 
suaded. Now  I  will  tell  you  my  plan,  but  you 
must  keep  it  to  yourself.  1  shall  take  a  post-chaise 
this  afternoon,  and  go  over  to  the  dear  Mudds.  I 
am  sure  I  can  get  two  or  three  letters  to  shew  him, 
which  will  give  him  coniidence;  and  if  I  can  per- 
suade him,  1  shall  then  take  his  carriage  to-mor- 
row, with  all  its  best  appointments,  and  cramming 
into  it  as  niany  of  the  children  as  I  can  pack,  I 
w  ill  canvass  the  town.  I  am  certain  I  shall  have 
no  difficult}^  I  have  only  to  tell  the  plain  truth: 
he  cannot  tell  it  for  himself;  and  when  I  have  set 
forth  his  uncommon  merit,  I  shall  have  only  to 
observe  to  '  my  electors,'  that  a  very  different 
character  is  required  in  a  county-member,  and  the 
representative  of  a  borough-town;  that  the  one 
should  be  a  man  digniiied  with  a  long  and  liberal 
genealogy;  that  he  should  have  received  a  university 
education,  and  should  inherit  lands  in  the  county, 
transniitted  to  him  through  ages,  that  he  should  be 

unconnected 
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unconnected  with  sordid  cares  and  low  traffic,  and 
that  his  knowledge  should  be  of  similar  and  general 
superiority :  he  should  understand  courts  and 
kingdoms,  should  have  travelled,  and  should  be 
iit  for  offices  of  state,  but  that,  on  the  'contrary, 
in  the  choice  of  a  burgess,  the  qualilications  sought 
should  be  those  the  nearest  connected  with  the 
place,  and  the  interests  of  the  place,  represented. 
Strong  intellect,  a  clear  character,  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  detail  of  business,  of  accounts, 
of  universal  and  local  commerce,  a  good  temper, 
and  an  attachment  to  the  borough  whose  welfare 
he  is  to  guard,  I  shall  tell  them,  are  what  they 
want ;  and  from  this  statement,  I  shall  lead  on, 
till  they  themselves  point  out  John  Mudd  as 
the  fittest  man  in  the  world  for  their  purpose. 
Now  this  will  be  a  most  amusing  frolic ;  you  well 
know,  Gatty,  how  pleased  the  Mudds  will  be  in 
your  sharing  it  with  me ;  and  I  will  negociate  it 
with  your  friends  and  rulers,  if  you  will  only  pro- 
mise me  your  company.' 

Lady  Elma  could  not  doubt  the  gratitude  with 
which  any  thing  she  proposed,  either  for  Gertrude's 
amusement  or  advantage,  would  be  received ;  nor 
did  she  question  any  thing  but  her  courage  in  ask- 
ing for  a  second  furlough. 

But  Gertrude's  obligations  to  Lady  Elma,  even 
added  to  her  almost  unvarying  deference  for  her 
opinions,  could  not  blind  a  judgment  which  never 
asked  a  question  beyond  '  Is  it  right  in  itself,  and 
proper  for  me?'  and,  in  the  present  instance,  her 
intellect  returned  \\o  satisfactory  answer.  To  the 
-  first 
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first  part  of  the  question  it  replied,  '  doubtful  •/ 
to  the  latter,  *  certainly  not.'  She  had  never  heard 
that  states  were  better  governed,  or  parliaments 
better  chosen  for  the  interference  of  women ;  on 
the  contrary  she  thought,  if  she  recollected  right, 
that  in  what  she  had  read  of  history,  or  heard  from 
^Ir.  Sterling,  the  interposition  of  female  influence 
in  great  affairs,  was  almost  proverbially  considered 
as  tending  to  the  perversion  of  right,  as  to  things, 
or  betokening  a  superannuated  mind  in  the  person 
on  whom  it  was  exercised,  or  as  forerunning  the 
decadence  of  an  empire.  What  she  had  seen  of 
Mr.  Mudd,  inclined  her,  indeed,  to  suppose  Lady 
Elma  well  justified  in  her  resolution  ;  but  the  faci- 
lity with  which  she  induced  others  to  assist  her, 
did  not  raise  the  persons  so  persuaded,  in  her 
esteem.  She  had  known  Lady  Elma  long  enough 
to  be  sensible  of  her  power  to  charm ;  and  slie 
had  heard  of  her  fascinations  till  she  could  not  but 
translate  them  into  a  power  to  blind  the  judgment. 
She  felt  that  any  one  possessing  great  power,  ought 
to  be  endowed  with  very  rare  gifts  of  intellect  : 
that  the  most  unassailable  integrity  ought  to  be 
accompanied  with  the  most  acute  penetration,  and 
that  the  ability  to  discriminate,  could  retain  its 
candor  only  by  being  deaf  to  all  the  suggestions 
of  the  interests  or  the  affections.  'Can  tcomcn^  she 
asked  herself,  *  be  framed  on  this  severe  plan?  or 
would  they  fill  their  place  in  the  creation,  if  they 
were?  I  think  not;  therefore  I  cannot  imagine 
we  are  at  all  more  fit  to  dictate  to  our  countrymen 

by 
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by  whom  they  shall  be  governed,  than  we  are  i<$ 
govern  them  ourselves.' 

At  all  events,  she  saw  nothing  in  the  frolic,  how-' 
ever  agreeable  a  visit  to  the  Mudds  must  be  to 
her,  that  would  suit  her  dependence  i  she  thought 
Lady  Elma  and  her  party  must  be  very  much 
stared  at,  and  this  was  a  distress  she  did  not  wish 
to  encounter.  High  rank,  superior  understanding, 
popular  manners,  and  an  uncommon  facility  of 
speaking,  were  possessions  that  she  did  not  doubt 
fully  authorised  what  her  ladyship  was  going  to 
undertake ;  but  she  could  not  assist  her,  and  there- 
fore, when  compelled  to  answer,  alter  time  given 
to  deliberate,  she  did  not  hesitate,  with  proper  ac- 
knowledgments, to  decline  the  intended  honor. 

Lady  Elma  was  disappointed  ;  for  her  know^ 
ledge  of  the  world  could  not  inform  her  of  what 
passed  out  of  it ;  and  it  astonished  her,  that  any 
one,  suffering  so  much,  and  indulged  so  little, 
should  forego  an  offered  pleasure :  she  again,  cou* 
eluding  her  restrained  by  fear,  promised  her  the 
most  perfect  protection  from  any  displeasure;  and 
so  pressing  was  her  kindness,  that  Gertrude  wa9 
driven  to  say,  she  thought  it  a  situation  that  would 
bring  her  too  forward,  *  considering  her  depend- 
ence.' The  objectioii  unfortunately,  though  inno- 
cently, seemed  to  call  in  question  her  ladyship's 
knowledge  of,  or  at  loast  attention  to  propriety! 
and  Gertrude  fancied  she  saw  displeasure  on  the 
countencince  of  her  kind  friend.  Siie  was  hurt  at 
it,  but  she  could  not   retract ;   and  she  suffereti 

Lady 
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Lady  El  ma  to  say,    *  Then   I   shall  ask  the  De 
Hauteforts ;  1  dare   say  they  will  not  refuse  me ; 
they  can  come  over  in  the  morning/     Gertrude 
took  leave,  even  more  humbly  than  usual :  '  she 
hoped  she  should   know  when    her   ladyship  re- 
turned;   and  she  begged  to  be  mentioned  respect- 
fully to  the  family.'     One  finger  was  held  out  to 
her,  when,  half  an  hour  before,  there  would  have 
been  the  whole  hand  ;  and  Gertrude  walked  home 
slowly,  pausing  and  ruminating,  but  not  repenting. 
*  Is  this  Lady  Elma?'  said  she.    ^  Is  all  this  con- 
sistent with  what  I  have  seen  her? — She  w^ho  has 
always  encouraged  my  attention  to  propriety,  seems 
offended  at  it ;  and,  she  is  going  to  take  the  Lady 
De  Hauteforts  to  Mr.  Mudd's,  after  they  have  be- 
haved unhandsomely  to  the  family.     But  for  that 
there  may  be  a  good  reason  :  she  may  make  them 
contribute  to  do  an  involuntary  good;    but  her 
being  ofFcHded  with  me  is  incomprehensible.     O  \ 
this  world  is  very  puzzling  to  me.     I  would  stated 
the  matter  to  Lord  Luxmore,  and  ask  his  advice, 
but  it  is  now  too  late  ;  and  if  1  should  make  him 
dislike  lady  Elma,  I'  shall   be  grieved :  it  would 
hardly  be  just ;  for  I  cannot  give  her  an  opportu- 
nity of  explaining  her  reasons.* 

More  depressed  than  ever,  more  severely  mor- 
tified than  she  had  been,  now  for  many  weeks,  little 
disposed  to  rely  on  any  one,  and  feeling  that  she 
had  been  made  happy  only  to  be  more  wretched, 
*hq  went  home,  perfectly  ready  to  be  ill- treated 
M^thQut  murmuring.  She  could  not  sit  down  to 
2«iy  occupation  connected  with  ideas  so  painful, 

and 
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and  felt  really  thankful  to  the  countess  for  employ- 
ing her.  *  To  those  who  must  have  no  friends/ 
thought  she,  '  it  is  happy  when  they  are  allowed 
to  serve.' 

The  viscount  came  into  the  room,  not  knowing 
she  was  there :  he  made  a  slight  apology  for  the 
neglect  of  the  morning ;  and  she  tried  to  give  the 
business  a  civil  dismission  without  betraying  those 
feelings,  which,  though  unconnected  with  the  sub- 
ject,  she  feared  might  lead  him  to  suppose  her 
hurt  or  offended  ;  but  she  did  not  succeed  ;  and  he 
would  probably  have  been  betrayed  into  inquiry 
and  interest  that  might  have  rekindled  his  expired 
affection,  and  given  her  the  chance  of  possessing 
it  asain  for  another  fortnicfht  or  three  weeks,  if  he 
had  not  been  ashamed  to  own  to  himself  his  versa- 
tility. To  get  rid,  therefore,  of  the  unpleasant 
impression  which  her  voice  and  countenance  were 
making,  he  related  to  her  some  of  the  occuri'enceS 
of  the  ball,  which  he  described  as  stupid  *  to  a  de- 
gree ^.'  When  he  asked,  *  How  r'  he  could  not  tell; 

and 

*  In  using  this  superlative,  which  has  really  outlived  its 
contemporaries  till  it  is  growing  a  Nestor  of  folly,  happy 
should  we  be,  could  the  disgrace  of  adopting  it  be  recollcctcsi 
as  en>hng  with  us.  The  lady  mentioned  in  Madame  du  Def- 
faud's  correspoudcnce,  as  understandiilg  the  comwari'son — ^'  a-s 
the  hand,'  to  be  merely  the  use  of  a  superlative  ada})taJ:)le  to  all 
occasions,  was  not  more  mistaken  than  are  we  in  our  adoption 
of  this  phrase  :  she  had  heard  of  a  little  girl  entirely  naked, 
^  naked  as  one's  hand  ;'  and  she,  meaning  to  say  how  solitary 
would  be  her  situation  in  the  country,  tacked  the  ready-made 
simile  to  it,  and  said,  *  lonely  as  my  hand  :*  this  was  thorough 
misapprehension  ;  but  the  vulgarism  which  we  earnestly  wish 

to 
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tind  ^vhen  interrogated  farther,  the  whole  ennui  o^ 
the  business  was  resolved  into  his  being  out  of 
spirits.  When  Gertrude  spoke  of  his  morning- 
airing,  as  that  which  nothing  could  roG  of  its 
charms,  he  replied,  ^ Do  not  talk  of  the  airing; 
twas  worse  than  the  ball ;  they  made  me  go.' 

*  What  a  lovely  morning  it  was  1'  said  she:  *  you 
saw  the  sun  rise  before  you  came  away  from  the 
duchess's  ;  did  you  not  ?  the  house  is  finely  situ- 
ated for  it.' 

*  No ;  I  don't  recollect  it.— I,  somehow,  never 
notice  common  things.— I  don't  think  any  of  us 
minded  it ;  we  were  all,  indeed,  half  asleep  when 
we  breakfasted;  and  I  came  home  just  to  change 
my  clothes,  and  get  on  my  horse. — But  what's  that 
strikes  ?  wh}^,  it  can't  be  two ;  I  have  not  been 
here  twenty  minutes.— Why,  I  vow  I  have  been 
here  an  hour!  Lord  !  how  I  have  been  deceived! 
V/ell !  [  must  be  off;  for  I  aiii  going  with  Sir 
Phil  to  look  at  some  horses.  Deuce  take  the 
fellow  !  I  wish  I  had  not  promised  him.' 

vo  censure,  must  Lave  been  originally  an  rlliplical  sentence, 
and  tlie  accent  must  have  conveyed  its  sense. — I  was  terrified 
to  a  degree. of  stupefaction  ;— 1  was  plea-cd  to  a  degree  of. 
i-apture,— I  was,vexed  to  a  degree  of  anger,— are  sensible 
jdirases,  and  certainly  are  the  parents  of  the  expressions 
now  in  use  :  iiut  to  talk  of  being  frightened  to  a  degree, 
tired  to  a  degree,  annoyed  to  a  dcgrei?,  or,  gratified  to  a  d-^- 
gree,  is,  if  it  has  any  sen're,  to  qualify  an  excessive  -mode  of 
speech,  rather  than  to  enhance  it  ;  and  to  use  it  as  a  super- 
lative, h  to  talk  nonsense.— We  are  rr  fc-rred  to  the  Lati>u 
admodum  ;  but  d6es  this  mend  the  matter? 

VOL.  IV,  »  CHAP, 
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CHAPTER  LXXI. 


TAtf  real  state  oftht  case*  A  pliant  mother.  The  fair  adjutant* 
Circumsiiectzu7i.  The  duchess  and  her  lovtlj/  daughter.  The 
ecUjMiig  foreigner.  Election  preceedings.  The  control  of 
infcgnti/.  Assistance  in  decision.  The  ready  writer.  Eulo" 
ginm  on  common  sense.  Adieu  to  a  friend,  A  candid  judg" 
mtnt. 

The  viscount,  in  this  visit,  had  given  Gertrude 
an  outline  of  the  portrait  of  his  mind  ;  and  if  she 
ever  had  thought  vivid  pleasures  worth  the  pursuit, 
this  proof,  not  the  tenth  or  the  twentieth  she  had 
obtained  in  the  same  way,  of  the  effect  they  pro- 
duced, would  have  satisfied  her  of  their  inanity. 
But  she  could  not  see  or  infer  all  that  had  tended 
to  put  him  in  his  present  temper :  she  could  not 
know  the  comparison  he  had  involuntarily  drawn 
between  the  hour  that  preceded  his  going  to  the 
ball,  and  those  which  it  consumed  :  he  had  been 
interested  in  her  recital  of  the  pleasures  of  ther 
day;  for  who,  that  has  any  goodness,  is  not 
pleased  with  details  of  modest  worth  and  con- 
descending kindness?  he  saw,  with  his  mind** 
eye,  all  that  she  described ;  and  encouraged  as 
(he  was,  by  the  attention  with  which  she  was^ 
heard,  she,  perhaps,  had  shewn  more  thaii  her 
usual  power  of  amusing.  Imprest  thus,  he  had 
feit  returning  affection  towards  her ;  and  his  na^ 
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tive  good  humor  prompted  him  to  give  it  an  active 
form,  and  to  make  her  the  offer  that  had  de- 
luded her.  He  had  gone  to  the  ball  with  this 
halo  of  satisfaction  about  him,  and  had  almost 
congratulated  himself,  that  he  had  not  yet  finally 
decided  on  renouncing  her :  he  should  give  it  ano- 
ther consideration ;  and  if  he  could  get  away 
from  this  cursed  place,  he  should  feel  more  at 
liberty  to  think  and  act  for  himself:  he  wished  he 
had  never  named  her,  in  any  way,  to  Reynardson  : 
such  confidence,  he  found,  only  gave  others  a 
right  to  think  for  us : — he  would  never  be  guilty 
of  this  folly  again. 

On  entering  the  ball-room,  he  had  been  re- 
ceived with  peculiar  and  marked  distinction :  the 
family,  and  particularly  the  daughters,  had  almost 
acknowledged  *  the  obligation'  conferred.  Lady 
Waveney  and  the  De  Hauteforts  seemed  grateful 
for  '  the  satisfaction'  he  had  allowed  them.  '  My 
girls,'  says  the  good  old  children-managed  coun- 
tess, *  do  what  they  please  with  me ;  so  they  made 
me  come  with  them,  though,  indeed,  I  am  fitter 
to  be  in  my  bed ;  but  young  people  will  have 
their  way,  and  if  I  can  make  mine  happy,  I  am 
so ;  though  I  tell  them  they  make  a  fool  of  their 
poor  mother;  for  at  my  time  of  life,  and  with 
my  crazy  constitution,  I  am  tempted  to  ask  what 
business  I  have  in  such  a  scene  as  this.' 

Lord  Portargis  had  no  great  respect  for  Lady 
Waveney :  he  had  discovered  what,  perhaps,  he 
could  not  have  defined,  that  she  was  wise  in  tlie- 
ory,   but  very  weak  in  practice  :  he  knew  she  had 
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no  control  over  her  children,  \Aho  being  th<? 
last  and  yoiuigest  of  a  numerous  family,  were  be- 
loved by  her,  ratlier  uitli  the  doting  fondness  of  a 
grandmother,  than  the  sensible  and  judicious  love 
ot  a  parent.  Xeiy  good,  but  very  irresolute,  she 
harassed  herself  by  the  discordance  she  kept  up 
between  her  sense  of  right,  and  her  acquiescence 
in  that  which  \a  as  wrong.  She  was  ruining  her 
son  by  indulgence,  because  his  hkeness  to  his  fa- 
ther disarmed  her  of  every  power  to  oppose  him  ; 
and  she  would  burst  into  tears  of  yielding  tender- 
ness, when  the  voun<y  man  would  have  submitted 
to  just  reproof.  Of  her  daughters  she  was  afraid  ; 
and  while  tiie  eldest  was,  with  wasteful  and  emu- 
lous extravagance,  contracting  debts  wherever 
temptation  came  in  her  way,  and  the  youngest  re- 
g,ulated  the  houss-establishment  in  a  style  which 
she  chose  to  disbelieve  was  beyond  the  limit  of  her 
mother's  income,  she  had  no  resource  but  tears  of 
intreaty  that  sthcy  would  consider  the  distress 
in  which  they  would  involve  her,  and  prophetic 
forewarnings,  that  when  she  was  in  lier  grave,  they 
would  think  of  wiiat  she  then  said.  Considering  it, 
as  her  eldest  daughter  taught  her  to  believe,.  '  a 
settled  thing,'  that  Lady  Caroline  had  secured  the 
heart  of  the  viscount,  the  good  lady  hoped  she  had 
in  him  a  valuable  ally  ;  and  she  not  unfrequently 
made  him  listen  to  family  details,  in  which  he 
found  very  little  amusement.  Her  confidential 
disposition  was,  this  evening,  peculiarly  lively ; 
and,  at  every  opportunity,"  she  addressed  to  him 
a  sort  of  conversation  implying  his  iniiuence  over 
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her  daughters,  and  calling  on  hiin  to  use  it  In  her 
behalf.  But  as,  in  his  present  humor,  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  considered  as  indivisibly  tlie  i)ro[)erty  of 
Lady  Caroiii>c  de  Mauteiort,  lietiiought  tne  poor 
old  countess  more  than  usually  pio^y,  and  tried  to 
keep  out  of  her  way.  She  followed  him,  notwith- 
standing all  his  eflc^jrts,  from  room  to  room,  beggint^ 
him  to  speak  to  Caroline  on  the  great  inconveni- 
ence she  found  in  kee[)ing  six  horses  hi  so  expensive 
a  place,  and  to  argue  with  her,  on  his  own  know- 
ledge of  such  aftairs,  while,  as  she  said  '  common 
justice  obliged  her  to  confess,  that  Lady  Paula's 
bills  for  personal  decorations  were  even  mor»3 
formidable.'  It  was  in  vain  that  Portargis  heard 
this  once:  it  was  modilied  in  all  possible  ways:. 
she  was  '  so  afraid  he  would  not  speak,'  or  '  that 
he  would  not  relate  ail  that  she  had  said,'  which 
she  wished  them  to  know,  '  word  for  word :'  then, 
at  the  next  crossing  on  him,  she  was  afraid  *  he 
would  say  too  much,'  he  must  '  put  it  in  his  ow  n 
words,'  for  ^  she  would  not,  for  the  world,  have 
what  she  had  said,  i'eported' — '  a  parent  was  apt 
to  speak  in  the  warmth  of  their  heart ;'  and  sure,. 
'  if  it  was  excusable  in  any  persons,  it  was  in 
tliera;'  but  yet  *  children  might  be  offonided,'  and 
she  should  ^  never  be  happy  again,  if  any  one- 
thought  her  not  an  affectionate  m«jther ;'  siie  '  knew, 
as  well  as  any  body,  what  young  people  were,' 
but  it  was  *  very  hard,  with  one  loot  in  the  ^rave 
to  be  so  loaded  with  their  foiiies.' 

This  eloquence,  which  had  sometimes  called  .the 
vi^couot  out  of  the  line  of  the  country- dance,  or 
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occupied  him  when  he  should  have  been  ready  for 
the  hand  of  one  of  the  noble  ladies  of  the  mansion, 
grew  intolerable  as  the  night  wore,  and  certainly 
was  one  of  the  ingredients  of  that  dullness  which 
Lord  Portargis  had,  not  described  indeed,  but 
hinted  at :  the  rest  of  it  was  made  up  by  the  joint 
contributions  of  Lady  Paula,  Lady  Caroline,  and 
the  prettiest  daughter  of  the  house,  Lady  Glyceria 
Swandown. 

Lady  Paula's  attentions  were  not  entirely  selfish. 
At  the  same  time  that  she  was  endeavoring,  between 
the  dances,  whenever  she  could  withdraw  the  vis- 
count from  the  croud,  to  learn  his  opinion  of  her 
projected  match  with  Sir  Philip  Lorimer,  which 
she  flattered  herself  he  did  not  know  was  finally 
settled,  she  spoke  of  her  sister  as  *  poor  girl !  in  a 
most  pitiable  state  of  low  spirits,'  as  the  '  most 
deserving  creature  on  earth,'  and  as  '  the  object 
of  her  tendercst  anxiety.'  If  she  hoped  to  excite 
her  hearer's  curiosity  to  ask  '  wherefore  ?'  she  was 
disappointed  :  either  the  viscount  saw  that  he  must 
offer  himself  as  the  physician  for  this  unchristened 
malady,  or  he  thought  Lady  Paula  '  playing 
amiable.' 

Turning  away  from  her,  he  always  popt  on  the 
stately  Caroline,  who,  with  not  one  of  the  foibles 
of  her  family,  had  contrived  to  shew  tiiat  the  ward« 
robe  of  absurdity  could  dress  her  liberally  without 
borro\ving  her  neighbors'  fashions.  She  *  wished 
extremely  she  could  extricate  Lady  Paula  frori^ 
that  disgraceful  connection  she  was  forming  with 
^ir  Philip.  What  would  their  father  think  of  it» 
^  werQ 
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were  he  living  ?' — 'twas  true  *  she  had  involved  her- 
self so  in  debt,  that  she  had  no  other  way  of 
getting  out  of  it,  but  by  marrying  a  man  of  wealth; 
but  surely  it  was  buying  relief  at  too  dear  a  rate.* 
She  *  had  no  hope  of  prevailing  on  Lady  Paula  to 
give  up, — for  she  knew  already  that  the  man 
was  a  fool  and  the  vulgarest  creature  on  earth,  a 
mere  bottle-spider  of  commerce ; — the  money 
and  the  certainty  of  manacrinfT  him,  were  her 
temptations,  and  she  had  gone,  indeed,  great 
lengths  to  secure  him.'  She  *  wished  her  sister  had 
a  little  of  her  pride  ;'  sfie  '  had  refused  every  offer 
she  had  yet  had,  because  she  thought  them  beneath 
her  acceptance ;'  she  '  cared  not  for  money,  it 
was  a  consideration  miii;ht  suit  the  bourgeoisie^ 
but  not  people  of  the  first  family ;'  nay,  *  she 
thought  a  large  fortune  positively  a  disgrace  :  peo- 
ple of  high  birth  had  a  right  to  every  thi^;  and 
she  frequently  told  her  sister,  when  she  was  foolish 
enough  to  be  uneasy  about  her  debts,  that  *the  little 
people  must  pay  for  the  great  ones  ;'  there  was  a 
style  in  which  '  all  people  ot  great  rank  must  live,' 
and  '  it  must  be  supported  somehow  ;'  and  '  she  did 
not  see,  that  those  with  small  incomes  were  pu| 
to  more  difficulties  than  those  who  rolled  in  vul- 
gar wealth.'  She  *  really  feared  fur  herself,  that 
such  an  alliance  as  this  with  Sir  Philip,  might  en- 
courage some  impertinent  man  like  him,  to  offer  to 
her ;  and  this  she  should  certainly  resent,  if  it 
came  through  the  medium  of  that  wretch :  it  would 
however  be  to  no  purpose ;  for  she  never  would 
marry  below  her  own  rank.' 
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Portargis,  not  being  in  those  Gay  spirits  which 
M'Quld  enable  hin:^  to  laugh  off  this  reference,  and 
not  having  nuide  up  his  mind  to  take  advantage  of 
it,  was  forced  to  listen  to  it  till  the  lady  of  the 
house  released  him  by  drawing  off  his  attention  to; 
her  pretty  daughter*  Lady  Caroline,  with  a  lofty 
sneer,  and  '  O  pray  go  !'  relinquished  him  and  satQ 
down,  conspicuously  alone,  to  tell  the  world  she 
>vas  deserted,  and  to  meditate  an  indignant  retalia-- 
$ion. 

*  Insipidi  diporti  veramcnte 
Ed  insipida  vita.' 

Lady  Glyceria  Swandown,  her  fortunate  siicces-^^ 
sor,  now  possessed  of  the  dear  viscount  for  the  twa 
next  dances,  made  the  most  of  her  short  lease  :  her 
face  was  formed  uf  love's  finest  features,  and  her 
complexion  in  all  its  quick-succeeding  shades  of 
carnatioii,    spoke  the  susce[)tibilitY  of  her  heart,, 
Jin'd  the  timid  anxiety  of  incipient  passion  :  it  was 
the  duchess's  pride,  that  art  did  nothing  for  Lady 
Glyceria,  or  rather  that  nature,  in  her,  triumphed 
over  the  exertions  of  art  in  others  :  she  was  a  mq-  , 
del  of  beauty  the  most  exquisitely  delicate,  the 
Yeast  ornate,  the  rnost  independent.     At  seventeen,, 
she.was  called  up  by  her  mother  to  shew  the  exu- 
berance of  |ier  silken  tresses,   and  their  beautiful,- 
disposition  to;  receive  every  form  into  which  taste, 
could  throw  theni :,  while  the  pliancy  and  grace  of 
her  limbs  were  exhibited  to  astonish  and  to  charm.  > 
—With  the  hope  that  makes  us  ask  S*^;**  where 
he'.l^uys  his  sketching-pencils^  a-nd  y*^'*^'^'  who  ; 
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prepares  his  colors,  many  were  the  applicants  for 
the  address  of  Lady  Glyceria's  marchands  de  cos^ 
tume.  Her  grace  replied  to  such  questions,  her- 
self; ^  There  is  no  merit  in  any  one  whom  she  em- 
ploys— they  have  only  to  fit  her.' — '  But  her  slip- 
per !  dear  duchess  !  you  will  not  say  this  is  common 
manufacture.'-—*  'Tis  something  re^/^/^/;/.  the  slipper/ 
replied  her  grace. 

The  conversation  of  this  lovely  creature,  to  whom 
Portargis  had  never  befoie  been  more  than  sliohtly 
introduced,  was  precisely  of  the  same  description 
as  that  of  Lady  Paula  and  her  sister.  *  How  so  ? 
'tis  impossible. — Lady  Glyceria — I  was  close  to 
her  all  the  time — talked  only  of  the  impossibility  of 
rising  in  a  morning,  of  the  horrible  fatigue  of  walk- 
ing, the  rudeness  of  all  the  men  at  Brighton,  the 
misery  of  cold,  and  the  delights  of  a  southern 
climate:  she  ordered  her  ices  to  be  thawed,  she 
drank  sugar  in  Cape  wines,  and  she  lay  down  on  a 
sopha  between  the  dances.' 

True,  and  on  no  one  of  these  topics  did  the  De 
Hauteforts  speak,  no  one  of  these  things  did  they 
do-^yet  they  talked  and  acted  alike.  To  recom- 
mend themselves  was  their  motive  :  to  make  an  in- 
terest with  Portargis  was  their  view,  and  in  the 
means,  they  differed  no  more  than  do  those,  who, 
going  from  London  to  Bath,  travel  some  by  Devizes, 
and  some  by  'Chippenham — to  get  at  last  to  the 
destined  place,  is  their  resolution,  or  at  least  their 
endeavor. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening.  Lord  Portargis's 
pye  had  rested  on  a  young  German  lady  newly  ar-» 
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rived  from  Vienna,  the  Countess  Etiennette  Wernc- 
berg ;  and  attracted  by  the  novelty  of  her  manners, 
and  a  buz  of  approbation  in  those  near  him,  he  was 
making  his  way  to  the  duchess  to  ask  for  an  intro- 
duction, when  Sir  Philip  Lorimer,  with  that  irre- 
sistible kindness  which  is  the  unenvied  monopoly 
of  the  low-bred,  dragged  him  away  to  Lady  Paula, 
who  was  in  danger  of  sitting  still ;  and  he  was  again 
compelled  to  pass  through  the  experienced  succes- 
sion of  her  sister  and  Lady  Glyceria,  and  with  the 
mortification  of  hearing  Countess  Etiennette  giving 
a  most  animated  description  of  some  of  the  events 
of  a  sejour  of  six  months,  which  she  had  made  with 
her  father  at  the  court  of  Petersburgh  :  she  had  tra- 
velled with  her  eyes  open,  and  with  a  judgment 
previously  informed ;    she  had  known  what  to  ask 
for,  and  what  degree  of  attention  the  objects  of  her 
curiosity  claimed ;  and  her  recital  partly  given  in 
French  and  partly  in  a  sort  of  English  nearly  ap- 
proaching to  German,  made  up  by  its  accent,  her 
gestures,  and  the  language  of  her  countenance,  for 
the  disadvantages  of  a  foreigner.     *  She  is  a  Ger- 
man Gertrude,'  thought  Portargis  :  *  she  is  cer- 
tainly like  Gatty  ;  she  is  the  only  woman  here  that 
seems  able  to  think  of  any  thing  but  herself.' 

Countess  Etiennette  had  retired  early  :  she  had 
an  invalid  father,  at  whose  breakfast-table  she 
would  have  been  missed  in  the  morning,  if  she  had 
yielded  to  the  temptation  of  remaining  longer  ;  and 
seeming  as  much  delighted  to  secure  the  pleasure 
of  attending  on  him,  as  she  could  have  been  to  join 
m  the  gay  scenes  he  wa3  quitting,  she  left  behind 
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her  an  estimation,  of  which  even  the  trifling  are  at 
times  sensible,  and  which  no  mind,  not  destitute  of 
moral  virtue,  could  contemn. 

More  discontented  than  ever  with  himself  and 
his  own  decisions  and  indecisions,  the  viscount  put 
himself  into  the  hands  of  those  around  hiin,  and  by 
them  he  w^as  retained  till  day-light,  when  he  accom- 
panied the  De  Hauteforts,  first  to  their  home 
and  breakfast,  and  then  in  their  airing,  without 
hearing  from  them  any  conversation,  or  deriving 
fro^ji  them  any  pleasure  that  could  atone  for  the 
fatigue  of  being  impressed  *  into  service/  when  he 
meant  only  to  have  been  '  on  parade.' 

In  this  peevishness  of  humor,  he  had  met  his  mo- 
ther, and  without  any  improvement  of  it  he  had 
lighted  on  Gertrude :  he  was  now  gone  to  exercise 
his  judgment  on  horses,  in  a  somewhat  better  frame 
of  mind  ;  but  to  a  rational  conduct  he  could  make 
no  nearer  an  approach  than  by  resolving  to  accele- 
rate, a5  much  as  possible,  his  joining  the  regiment, 
that  he  might  save  himself  the  pain  of  deciding  be- 
tween right  and  wrong,  by  the  middle  resource  of 
runnii^  away  frQm  the  scene  of  doubt. 

Lady  Elma  made  her  visit  to  the  Mudds,  in 
which,  notwithstanding  the  hint  she  had  thrown 
out,  the  Lady  De  Hauteforts  had  no  participation ; 
— it  is  one  t^nng  to  threaten  when  we  are  a  lit- 
tle vexed,  and  another  to  do  a  foolish  thing  because 
we  have  promised  to  be  foolish.  She  encouraged 
her  friend  to  offer  himself  for  the.  vacant  borough, 
^nd   premised    all    her   powerful   assistance:    it 
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was  a  situation  exactly  suited  to  her  ladyship's  ta- 
lents and  inclination;  and  inspeakingof  it  to  others, 
she  gave  way  to  that  good-humored  vanity  which 
was  at  once  her  stimulus  and  her  reward,  and 
-  which  makes  ladies  boast  of  making  colonels  and 
captains,  but  when  on  meeting  Gertrude,  she 
meant  to  report,  with  still  more  brilliancy  than  to 
any  other  friend,  the  effect  of  her  eloquence  and 
her  eyes  on  Mr.  Mudd  and  a  few  leading  persons, 
who  had  been  introduced  to  her  on  the  subject,  the 
wings  of  her  self-applause  flagged;  and  the  habit  of 
respecting  Gertrude,  made  her  confine  herself  to 
unembellished  fact  and  comparatively  humble  pre- 
tensions. She  could  no  more  have  repeated  to 
Miss  Aubrey  what  she  had  told  to  every  man  of  her' 
acquaintance,  who  had  come  in  her  way  at  a  gay 
assembly  that  had  finished  her  day  of  exertion, 
than  she  could  have  confessed  to  her  another  occu- 
pation of  that  evening,  which  nearly  respected  her.' 
She  had  for  some  tinie,  and  ever  since  the  integrity 
of  Gertrude's  character  had  shewn  itself  as  its  pro- 
minent feature,  stood  in  something  like  awe  of  her; 
Strange  to  say  !  she  had  not  dared  to  communicate 
to  her  those  little  triumphs  which  her  vanity  de- 
manded, and  the  place  peculiarly  addressed  to  her. 
She  could  almost  as  soon  have  relinquished  the^ 
desire  of  pleasing,  as  have  revealed  to  Gertrude  the 
trumpery  little  stratagems  into  which  it  was,  now 
more  than  ever,  betraying  her.  When  she  looked 
at  humble  Gatty — v/hen  slie  talked  with  her,  and 
considered  her  rectitude  of  principle  ^i^id  child  4 ike 
{simplicity,  she  hardly  could  confess  to  herself,  that; 
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she  was  daily  more  and  more  under  the  dominion  of 
what  may  be  called  an  unembodied  jealousy.  But 
she  might  have  confessed  it,  for  Gertrude  would 
not  have  given  credit  even  to  her  o\\  n  report.  She 
would  have  supposed  such  a  failing  utterly  incon- 
sistent with  an  independent  dignity  of  mind  ;  for 
Gertrude  was  no  judge  of  consistency,  as  it  exists 
in  the  world.  Lady  Elma  indeed  could  own  in 
general,  without  blushing,  that  she  liked  admira- 
tion :  we  can  all  sa}^,  '  We  are  sad  sinners,'  and  we 
can  sometimes  acknowledge  specific  infirmity,  in  the 
hope  either  of  hearing  it  exalted  into  merit,  or  de- 
nied to  be  our  property;  but  Lady  Elma  must 
have  been  destitute  of  everv  refu2:e  from  thouj^ht, 
before  she  could  have  suffered  herself  to  think  that 
ere  she  set  out  on  this  good  deed,  in  which  she 
450  eminently  distinguished  herself  as  the  friend  of 
humble  merit,  she  had  been  as  eminently  unjust, 
for,  having  watched  the  waywardness  of  the  vis- 
count, and  joining  to  it  the  circumstance  of  Ger- 
trude's not  chusing  to  accompany  her,  she  had  pro- 
cured half  an  hour's,  conversation  with  his  lordship, 
in  which  she  had  convinced  him  that  she  knew  the 
state  of  affairs  between  him  and  Miss  Aubrey, 
that  he  waS;  not  ruined,  hut  ridiculous^  if  he  persists 
ed,  and  in  short,  that  nothing  but  his  unqualified 
promise  to  relinquish  so  absurd  a  project,  could 
insure  to  him  any  portion  of  her  regard  or  justify 
her  in  owning  any  acquaintance  vvith  him.  The 
viscount  was  precisely  in  that  state  of  mind  which 
makes  any  sort  of  decision  an  obligation  :  he  took 
paius  to  assure  Lady  Elma  that  she  had  only  antici- 
pated 
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pated  his  sentiments  ;  he  was  convinced  now  that 
*  the  thing  would  not  do/  and  she  might  rely  on 
it  he  should  never  *  commit  himself:'  they  part- 
ed excellent  friends ;  she  gave  him  one  of  two  pre-- 
cious  rose-buds  which  she  wore  in  her  bosom  ;  and 
when  he  had  seen  her  set  off,  he  still  felt  obliged  to 
her,  though  not  quite  satisfied  with  himself. 

A  hint  from  her  ladyship  that  she  had  good  news 
to  tell  at  her  breakfast-table,  carried  Mr.  Sylvanus 
Reynardson  thither,  the  morning  after  the  ball ;  and 
his  knowledge  of  his  hostess  justified  him  to  hi^ 
conscience  when  he  thought  fit  to  applaud  and  re- 
joice in  her  endeavors  and  her  success  in  the 
emancipation  of  that  *  charming  young  fellow,  far 
too  good  to  be  set  down  for  life  with  a  person  so 
'Ceiy  obscure  as  JMiss  Aubrey' — yet  as  he  paced 
back  from  this  tete-a-tete  to  his  lodgings,  impeded 
in  his  course  by  the  pressure  of  his  own  difficulties, 
and  inclined  by  compassion  for  himself,  to  feel  a 
little  for  others,  his  heart  softened  at  the  silent 
treachery  that  surrounded  an  innocent  girl;  and  he 
began  to  consider  whether  such  a  wife  would  not 
be  less  expensive  than  his  own  unproduceable  esta- 
blishment; but  '  the  shackles,  the  shackles! — no; 
any  thing  was  better  than  the  shackles.' 

While  Gertrude  was  sensible  to  nothing  in 
Lady  Elma  but  what  would  well  bear  the  light,  and 
saw  only  her  active  exertions  and  felt  only  her  kind- 
ness, that  she  should  esteem,  that  she  should  love, 
that  she  should  admire  her,  was  but  just:  she  heard 
with  interest  all  her  details  of  proceedings  in  Mr, 
Mudd's  cause,  and  had  only  ta  regret  that  her  zeal 

in 
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in  it,  would  induce  her  to  quit  Brighton,  and  re- 
main on  the  scene  of  action  till  the  election  was  se- 
cured;  but  Gertrude  was  not  the  spoiled  child  of 
a  doting  world,  and  she  could  chearfully  submit 
to  a  reasonable  necessity.  Lord  Luxmore  entered 
heartily  into  Lady  Lima's  wishes,  and  lent  her  all 
his  knowledge  of  business,  and  all  the  weight  of  his 
name;  and  Gertrude  was  detained  the  whole  of  the 
day  intervening  between  Lady  Lima's  visit  to  Mr. 
Mudd,  and  her  taking  up  her  temporary  abode  in 
his  family,  to  assist  her  in  the  task  of  sending  let- 
ters to  persons  able  to  promote  l^r  views.  The 
celerity,  the  elegance,  and  the  variety  with  which 
her  ladyship  dispatched  this  business,  were  admira- 
ble :  no  two  letters  on  the  subject  were  alike : 
every  one  was  proportioned  to  the  rank,  the  degree 
of  intimacy,  the  influence,  the  temper  of  the  person 
addressed ;  and,  as  Gertrude's  post  was  to  read 
over,  to  point,  fold,  and  seal,  she  was  not  without 
her  share  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  wit- 
nessing such  a  direction  of  intellect. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  Lady  Lima  de- 
pended for  success  in  her  application,  on  the  au- 
thority of  her  name,  her  situation  in  life,  or  her 
connections.  Though  each  might  assist  her,  as  an 
introduction,  and  as  rendering  some  few  persons 
proud  to  be  called  on,  yet,  on  experience,  it  may 
be  asserted,  that  a  woman  not  possessing  similar 
advantages,  but  who  has  maintained  a  high  charac- 
ter for  prndence,  disinterestedness,  and  integrity, 
who  has  cultivated  her  understanding,  and  pre- 
served her  intellects  for  useful  purposes-,  may  do 

much, 
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much,  even  in  a  higher  cause,  than  that  which  riotr 
engaged  her  attention.     When  Gertrude  remark-^ 
ed  to  her  the  facility  and  point  with  which  she  ac- 
complished what  slie  had  undertaken,  Lady  Elma 
replied,  '  I  owe  the  ability  to  my  good  mother, 
who,  nhen  I  was  a  girl,  made  mc  write  her  letters 
on  business  and  civility,  and  in  order  to  give  me  a 
variety  of  diction,  she  never  would  suffer  me,  if  it 
was  possible  to  avoid  it,  to  correct  any  error  I 
committed  :  if  I  had,  through  haste,  or  negligence, 
wi^itten  a  word  I  wished  to  erase,  she  would,  if  pos- 
sible, shew  me  how  the  sentence  might  be  so  turn-^ 
edas  to  include  it :  but  had  she  suffered  me  to  in- 
dulge in  that  sort  of  juvenile  correspondence  which 
waits  without  subject-matter  or  iajpulse,  for  ^the 
dear  Sunday,'  when   '  dear  Harriet's  dear  letter 
may  be  answered  in    her   own   dear  affectionate^ 
style,'  believe  me,   I  never   should   have  written 
even  connnon-sense.     I  would  rather  read  nursery^ 
nonsense  and  journals  of  baby-balls,  than  such  let- 
ters of  sentiment  as  I  have  seen.    I  heard  a  young 
woman  once  complain  to  her  friend,  that  her  letters 
were  ^  all  matter  of  fptct;'  and  I  needed  no  other 
gauge  to  the  taste  of  the  complainer.    I  have  a  very 
high  idea  of  the  powers  of  my  own  sex.     I  am  per-^ 
suaded  women,  and  most  women,  can  do  whatever 
it  is  fit  that  a  woman  should  do ;    and  I  do  not 
think  there  is  so  much  difference  between  the  intel- 
lects of  women  as  we  find  in  the  intellects  of  men 
— girls  may  be  made  almost  any  thing ;  else  why  do 
they   return  from    their  places   of  education,  so 
strongly  marked  with  the  characters  impressed  on 

them 
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them  there  :  and  when  they  have  been  once  well 
educated,  it  is  amazing  to  see  what  thev  will  do. 
I  have  heard  of  women,  who,  during  the  life  of  a 
husband,  were  merely  elegant  mistresses  of  a  fa- 
mily, or  wiiat  you  call  i);ood  wives  and  mothers, 
but  W'ho,  when  circumstances  have  demanded  it, 
have  become  acquainted  with  the  great  concerns 
of  commerce,  foreign  exchange,  and  the  most  im- 
portant negociations  of  business.  1  have  a  friend,  and 
an  English vvomati  too,  who,  knowing  no  language 
but  her  ovvu,  and  that  in  the  most  superficial  way, 
by  dint  of  application  fitted  her  son  for  Westmins- 
ter school.  I  am  therefore  a  violent  advocate  for 
the  fair  use  of  every  particle  of  female  common- 
sense.     I  remember  to  have  heard  my  father  sav^ 

that  in  the  absence  of  Lord  D ,  his  \vife  was, 

for  four  months,  governess  of  a  large  district  in  Ame- 
rica; and  the  people  never  were  so  well  satisfied-^ 
accounts-  never  were  so  well  kept,  nor  affairs  in 
such  good  order :  think  how  many  governesses  of 
the  Lovv  Countries  and  Italian  states  there  have 
been ;  and  if  they  did  right,  it  w  as  common-sense 
that  guided  them  ;  for  very  few  women  have  been 
well  or  fairly  educated.  I  hate  the  women  of  the 
house  of  .Medici,  and  half  the  heroines  of  the  world: 
but  the  fair  use  of  common- sense  delights  me  ;  ac- 
complLshments  are  rngs,  that  may  be  hung  on  any 
pole  ;  but  common-sense  is  a  wrapping  cloke,  that 
no  woman  m.ust  stir  without;  and  if  I  render  any 
service  to  my  friends  here,  you  shall  see  it  is  only 
by  the  exertion  of  this  homely  quality.  O  !  how  I 
can  laugh  at  those  vrho  iiatter  me  and  look  on  mo 
.  VOL.  IV.  ji  as 
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as  a  wonder ! — I  tell  them  truly,  they  may  all  do  as 
I  do. 

Lady  Elma's  movements  occasioned  discussion 
amongst  her  friends  and  her  observers.  Lady 
Luxmore  was  shocked  that  slie  should  so  dt77iean 
herself.  Lady  Waveney  was  astonished  at  lier 
courage.  ^Irs.  Mammon  waited  to  hear  on  which 
side  Mr.  Mudd  would  vote.  Mrs.  P^glantine  Ta- 
inis  wondered  '  what  ladies  would  do  next.'  Lady 
Pauk;  not  recollecting  that  she  had  no  one  quality 
or  faculty  in  common  with  Lady  Lima,  soothed  her 
feelings  of  envy  into  emulation,  by  telHng  herself 
what  67/6Mvould  do  when  Sir  Philip  Lorimer's  purse 
and  pretensions  gave  her  scope  and  occasion :  she 
thought  she  was  doing  like  Lady  Lima,  when  she 
was  settling  the  color  of  favors,  anticipating  the 
exhibition  on  the  hustings,  and  leading  the  trium- 
phant procession  of  matrons  and  damsels.  None 
of  Lady  Paula's  ideas  ever  departed  unclad  from 
the  wardrobe  of  her  mind  :  each  was  decked  in 
silk  or  velvet,  mushn  or  crape,  with  the  accidental 
options  of  pink  or  purple,  scarlet  or  yellow ;  and, 
tiow^  that  her  happiness  was  secured  by  the  last  ar- 
rangements for  her  nuptials,  horses,  carriages,  ser- 
vants, houses,  and  every  species  of  enormous  gran- 
deur, were  appended  to  her  former  stock  of  images ; 
for  Lady  Paula,  though  highly  born,  was  still  of 
the  vulgar  ;  her  dignity  was  pride,  her  elegance  was 
excess ;  and,  like  Lady  Luxmore,  to  be  moderate 
was  out  of  her  power. 

Lady  Caroline  *  thanked  her  stars  that  she  was 
exempt  from  all  interest  in  that  sink  of  every  thing 

low 
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low  and  odious,  the  house  of  commoiis :  the  name 
itself  was  enough  to  degrade  it :— -why  was  it  not 
called  '  the  house  of  gentlemen  T  She  had  deci- 
ded '  that  if  she  married  Portargis,  it  should  be 
on  condition  that  he  never  accepted  a  seat  there  : 
noble  and  ancient  were  the  first  adjectives  in  her 
vocabulary  \  it  was  her  plan  *  to  keep  at  a  dis- 
tance from  every  thing  that  was  not  on  a  level  with 
or  above  herself.'  She  was  impatient  *  to  know 
more  of  the  Luxmores,'  that  she  might  judge  '  how 
far  the  connection  suited  her :'  the  peerage  was 
very  satisfactory,  and  as  for  *  that  fussocking  fo- 
grum  old  cat'  the  countess,  she  w^as  not  of  the  fa- 
mily, and  would  be  in  her  grave  soon.     She  had 

*  spelt,'  to  the  utmost  of  her  spelling  powers,  for  an 
invitation  into  • shire :  she  had  with  plea- 
sure heard  Sir  Philip  threaten  the  earl  that  he 

*  and  Polla'  would  beat  up  his  quarters  at  Lux- 
more  as  soon  as  he  got  there  :  she  had  enquired 
of,  Gertrude  the  size  and  fashion,  shape,  and  fea- 
ture of  the  house  ;  but  she  could  not  hear  of  massy 
walls,  spacious  galleries,  vaulted  roofs,  battlements, 
loop-holes,  curtains,  or  bastions.  Nothing  could 
she  learn  "of 

*  llich  windows  that  exclude  the  light/ 

or  of 

*  Passages  that  lead  to  nothing.' 

She  longed  to  live  in  a  place  exempt  from  the 
changes  of  vulgar  fashion.  To  excuse  her  dwell- 
ing for  being  supeiior  to  all  oth<?jrs,  by  the  phrase 

US  *  We 


1(^()  THE  COUNttrSS  AN'D  GEHT/IUDE. 

'  We  are  so  old  here/  would  have  been  hamih'ty 
suited  to  the  palate  of  her  mind,  as  an  *  avaunt'  to 
the  pretensions  of  all  modern  professors  of  change. 

In  the  evening  preceding  Lady  Elma's  departure, 
and  whicli  she  spent  with  the  Luxmore  family,  the 
earl  shewed  at  once  his  good  nature  and  his  polite- 
ness, by  asking  to  be  allowed  the  pleasure  of  con- 
ducting her,  and  of  introducing  himself  to  Mr. 
Mudd.  Lady  Luxmore  was  invFted  to  lend  hef 
coach  to  the  occasion,  and  a  partie  qu&rrit  was 
nearly  formed;  but  her  lad3/ship  at  last  declining 
it,  Gertrude,  was  of  course  precluded,  and  the 
earFs  post-chariot  took  his  lordshij)  and  Lady  El- 
ma.  On  his  return,  he  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the 
t^mily  he  had  thus  accidentally  visited  ;  and  his  in- 
terest in  Lady  Ehua's  proceedings  was  increased 
by  the  ocular  demonstration  of  worth  in  their 
object. 

[  I  am  delighted  with  Lady  Eliria^s  friends/  said 
his  lordship,  on  his  return  in  the  evening.  *  I 
could  not  refuse  their  invitation  to  dinner,  though 
it  was  pressed  with  the  most  well  bred  option  on 
my  part.  When  I  was  coming  away,  I  urged 
them  to  return  my  visit.  I  shall  never  forget  the 
liberal-minded  fellow's  expression.  WVeare  here,' 
said  he,  '  in  our  own  place,  within  our  own  fence, 
and  unless  your  lordship  wishes  to  set  an  example 
of  condescension,  no  one  needs  know  you  have  done 
us  the  honor  of  entering  our  house.  I  have  thg 
spirit  of  an  Englishman.  I  know  my  awn  worth, 
and  I  kick  when*  degraded  below  my  due  estima- 
,tion  ;    but  abo've  my  claim,  I  never  wish  to  be 

rated, 
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rated,  nor  would  I  accept  the  error.  The  notice 
of  our  superiors  will  ever  claim  our  gratitude  ; — - 
but  the  only  intercourse  I  shall  ever  covet  with 
persons  of  your  lordsliip's  hereditary  rank,  is  when 
they  will  allow  me  the  heartfelt  pleasure  of  for- 
warding their  good  intentions  ;  a  poor  little  boy  or 
girl,  an  old  man  or  woman,  for  .whom  you  or  any 
of  your  family  wish  to  provide,  which  I  know  by 
experience  is  sometimes  matter  of  a  little  dillicnlty, 
I  can,  perhaps,  suit  with  employment,  or  elect  into 
a  little  friendly  band  I  am  establishing  just  bv, 
which,  I  think,  will  turn  out  to  the  advantage  of 
us  all.  But  as  to  your  kind  wish  to  see  us  Frogs 
at  lirigliton,  you  must  excuse  me  :  it  would  be  no.- 
torious ;  and  you  would  be  disgraced :  you  have 
not  the  same  excuse  as  my  dear  lady  here.  1  was 
not  2j our- id-thtr's  servant;  ^hc  has  a  right  to  com- 
mand us,  and  we  must  not  deny  her  the  pleasure 
of  condescending.' 

Gertrude  was  pleased  that  Lord  Luxmore  saw 
the  parcauis  as  she  did.  Lady  Luxmore's  want 
of  acquaintance  prevented  her  interference  when 
they  continued  to  speak  of  the  merits  of  the  IMudds; 
but  she  could  cut  short  wliat  she  couM  not  conti.- 
Mue  ;  and  she  now  exercised  the  privilege. 


^:u.\v 
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CHAPTER  LXXII. 

Out  of  humor  with  one's  self.  Kind  consolation »  A  ncu  pha- 
sure.  Public  lectures.  Erudite  hearers.  How  to  take 
notes,  A  wedding.  A  relapse  into  love.  The  heir  of  age. 
The  dependent  of  age.  A  violent  quarrel.  A  vindication. 
Departing  comforts.    Sober  considerations.     Bitter  suffering. 

Lady  Elma  withdrawn,  Gertrude  had  leisure  to 
feel  the  decided  alteration  in  Portargis's  deport- 
ment :  he  was  now  rarely  at  home ;  and  instead  of 
his  former  intimacy,  friendship,  and  attachment, 
she  saw  nothing  but  a  frown  of  vexation  when  he 
could  not  avoid  her.  She  was  sometimes  inclined 
to  suppose  him  offended,  and  to  ask  how  it  had 
occurred  ;  but  not  desiring  to  bring  on  another  acch 
dejicvre^  she  preferred  remaining  in  a  situation 
somewhat  resembling  disgrace. 

In  two  days  after  Lady  Elma's  departure,  he 
quitted  home  with  a  young  man  whose  family  lived 
a. few  miles  from  Brighton:  and  Lord  Luxmore 
having  watched  him  through  his  arrangements  for 
the  purpose,  and  seen  his  adieu,  took  the  first  op- 
portunity when  he  saw  Gertrude  alone,  to  speak 
to  her  on  the  subject,  '  I  have  my  suspicions,' 
said  he,  ^  my  dear  girl,  that  you  must  make  up 
your  mind  to  an  inconstant  lover.  Portargis  is 
not  steady  enough  to  know  what  would  make  him 
happy,    I  have  not  interfered,  as  I  was  not  cer« 

tain 
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tain  it  would  be  to  your  advantage  ;  and,  after  all> 
I  believe 

*  ]\Iay  I  request  your  lordship,'  said  Gertrude, 
raising  her  eyes  from  her  dra\\ing,  *  never  to  men- 
tion the  subject  to  me  ?  I  was,  in  some  measure, 
prepared  for  what  I  have  found  ;  and  I  am  thank- 
ful my  conviction  has  arrived  thus  early.  I  as- 
sure your  lordship,  it  will  not  disturb  my  happi- 
ness :  Lord  Portargis  has  consulted  my  ease  by 
his  sincerity.  I  can  work  for  my  living,'  said  she 
with  a  less  steady  voice ;  '  but  I  cannot  be  the 
slave  of  caprice.' 

*  You  must  not  talk  so,*  said  the  earl ;  *  but 
you  are  right,  very  right,  my  dear  girl,  to  think  as 
you  do ;  and  I  am  glad  you  meet  the  matter  in 
this  light :  I  consented  to  his  attachment,  because 
I  thought  it  pointed  to  his  happiness  and  advan- 
tage. I  did  not  refer  to  my  own  opinion  on  the 
subject  so  much  as  to  his  :  and  I  am  persuaded  he 
would  teaze  you  extremely  : — you  require  a  very 
different  disposition  in  the  man  who  maybe  happy 
enough  to  win  your  affections.' 

Lady  Luxmore's  voice,  from  the  story  above, 
was  relief  to  Gertrude's  feelings  :  she  obeyed  her 
call,  and  lost  painful  ideas  in  the  trifles  of  a  ward- 
robe. 

Wlien  she  next  saw  Lord  Luxmore,  it  was  at 
the  dinner-table  ;  he  was  always  polite,  but  now 
his  politeness  was  tender.  He  took  wine,  as  if 
he  wanted  power  to  dismiss  his  own  feelings,  or 
courage  to  bring  forward   some  kindness.      The 

latter 
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latter  was  the  object  of  his  endeavor,  and  he  suc- 
ceeded. 

*  There  is  a  pleasure  awaiting  you,   ]\liss  Au- 
brey,' said  he.     ^  I  met  j\liss  Le  Sage  just  now  ;  . 
and   she  was  going  to  pay  her  subscription  to  a 
short  course  of  lectures  in  experimental  philosophy; 
the  expence  is  very  trifling;  and  1  shall  be  happy 
to  defray  it  to  procure  you   an  advantage  that  I 
have  heard  you  wish  for.     Miss  Le  Sage  bids  me 
say  her  mother  and  she  are  at  your  service  by  way 
of  escort  and  companion :    the  lectures   will  be 
daily  :  they  will  occupy  only  two  hours  each  day, 
and  a  fortnight  in  their  period  of  duration.     As 
I^dy  Elma  is  not  here,  you  will  have  just  this  time, 
to  spare;  and  I  beg  you  will  avail  yourself  of  the. 
opportunity.' 

Mr.  Reynardson  was  present,  and  of  infinite 
service  in  forwarding  what  was  now  made  an  anx- 
ious wish  in  the  mind  of  Gertrude  :  he  hinted  the 
absolute  necessity,  induced  by  the  times,  of  every 
young  woman's  having  this  general  knowledge, 

Lady  Lux  more  could  not  understand  him  unci- 
villy, since  her  probable  caprice  was  kept  out  of 
sight  and  comment :  she  was  driven  to  console  her- 
self for  not  opposing,  by  observing  that  '  people 
could  not  always  expect  to  have  every  thing  found  , 
for  them  for  nothing.' 

iV  vsyllabus  of  the  lectui^es,  to  which  Lord  Lux,- 
more  had  by  every  attention  facilitated  her  access, 
opened  to  her  a  boundless  plan  of  iniortnation 
iH'Dught  up  to  the  threshold  of  her  understanding; 
j^nd  his  lordship,  in  giving  her  the  paper,  left  the 

roon)» 
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room,  as  if  to  avoid  her  gratitude.     Mrs.  and  Miss 
Le  Sage  entered  on  their  kind  connection. with  her; 
and  tlie  occupation  this  new  amusement  found  for 
her  mind,    contributed  to   the    restoration  of  its- 
health.     But  the  effect  produced  by  the  informa- 
tion  she   gained,  was  certainly  not  satisfaction: 
every  tiling  she   heard,   increased  her  disposition 
to  enquiry  ;  and  in  her  reports  of  the  profit  of  the 
morning,  which  Lord  Luxmore  called  for,  he  re- 
gretted, and  his  regret  was  sincere,  that  he  could 
not   assist  her   curiosity. — Bat  while  he  exprest 
this  regret,  he  found  means,  in  a  very  considerable 
degree,  to  do  what  she  wished.     After  the  first 
lecture,  he  felt  inclined  to  bean  auditor  :  he  invited 
the  lecturer  to  his  table  :  he  purcliased  books  con- 
nected with  the  subjects  lectured  on ;   and  Lady 
Luxmore  had  some  new  topics  oi  astonishment  ia 
seeing  '  old  folks  come  to  their  second  childhood, 
and  going  to  school.'     But  right  is  courageous : 
his  lordship  persevered,  and  Gertrude  reaped  the 
advantage. 

Her  first  sentiment  on  enterincr  the  lecture-rodm 

o 

had  been  respect  for  the  audience  :  her  next,  self- 
abasement.  *  Every  one  of  these  persons, '  said  she  to 
herself,  *  perhaps  that  child  of  ten  years  old,  knows 
more  on  what  I  come  to  hear,  than  I  do. '  Ignorance, 
if  unattended  with  conceit,  gives  plenary  credit; 
but  Gertrude,  on  this  point,  stood  a  little  corrected 
ere  the  course  concluded.     She  heard  a  lady,  of  a 
sensible  countenance  and  prepossessing  appearance, 
reply  to  her  little  daughter,  who  asked,  '  What's 
hydrostatics,   mama?' — '  Why,,  my  dear,  hydros- 
tatics 
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tatics  is  water.' — *  That  child/  said  Miss  Le  Sage, 
'  when  she  goes  home,  will  tell  her  maid  to  give 
her  some  hydrostatics  to  wash  her  hands.'  An 
old  lady  seated  before  our  party,  took  notes.  Miss 
Le  Sage  sate  so  that  she  must  see.  Something  had 
been  said  on  architecture,  oh  the  origin  of  the 
Corinthian  capital,  and  that  oider  called  the 
Roman  Composite  :  the  good  lady  wrote  down 
'  Roman  Capitol/  Mrs.  Mammon  was  delighted 
fiith  the  lecturer's  assertion,  that  by  a  knowledge 
of  mechanical  powers,  and  the  scientific  applica- 
tion of  them,  one  horse  might  do  the  work  of 
three; — she  anticipated  rail- ways  in  the  streets 
of  London,  and  steam-engines  in  the  derrkre  of 
carriages.  Mrs.  Eglantine  Tamis  begged  just  to* 
know  why  her  fingers  swelled  in  cold  weather  as 
well  as  hot,  and  was  determined  to  buy  a  lacto- 
meter. She  was  glad  she  never  carried  half-pence, 
lest  they  might  touch  silver,  and  give  her  the  Gal- 
Taoic  shock. — But  there  is  no  end. 

I^dy  Elma  had  promised  to  write  to  Gertrude, 
but  she  could  readily  suppose  her  too  fully  occu- 
pied to  keep  her  promise.  Lord  Portargis  return- 
ed in  a  week :  he  had  seen  her,  and  was  the  bearer 
of  kind  messages.  Lady  Paula  de  Hautefort's  mar- 
riage took  place  w\ih  all  the  outrageous  celebrity 
of  a  fashionaf)le  depot  of  folly  and  fashion :,  bells, 
favors,  a  butt  of  beer,  a  ball  to  the  tradesmen  and 
servants,  and  the  bride  all  day  in  sight !  It  was  this 
event  that  bad  fixed  the  time  for  Portargis 's  return ; 
but  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  accompany  the 

9  married 
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married  couple  and  the  bride's  sister,  on  an  ex- 
cursion projected  as  the  holiday-employment  of 
their  nuptial  kalends  :  he  was  not  in  spirits,  though 
he  was  within  a  fbvv  days  of  that  period  at  which 
the  law  of  the  land  allowed  him  to  call  himself  his 
own  master.  He  now  sought  Gertrude  again,  and 
put  her  to  some  difficulty  to  avoid  sitting  down 
tHe-a-itte  with  him.  His  delayed  negocialions  for 
entering  on  his  profession,  had  proceeded  too  far 
to  allow  him  to  recede  with  honor,  therefore  he 
repented  of  them  ;  and  as  he  must  quit  Gertrude, 
she  became  doubly  dear  in  his  eyes.  If  she  would 
have  given  opportunity,  and  listened,  she  might 
have  heard  his  recantations,  and  accepted  vows  of 
unalterable  affection,  needing  nothing  but  their 
own  existence  to  annihilate  them.  But  she  had 
neither  inclination  nor  time  to  bestow  on  a  connec- 
tion that  had  no  power  but  to  harass  her.  With 
Lady  Luxmore's  permission,  she  had  subtracted 
from  her  yearly  allowance  as  much  as  would  pay 
a  teacher  for  proceeding  with  her  in  music  and 
drawing,  while  Lady  Elma  was  absent;  and  her 
diligence  w^s  encouraged  by  her  progress.  She 
saw  she  could  now  find  her  way  through  the  Latin 
grammar  by  herself ;  and  these  pursuits,  thelectures, 
her  vexations  at  home,  and  anxieties  that  had  a 
more  distant  field,  were  sufficient,  without  the 
amoretti  of  Lord  Viscount  Portargis. 

It  had  been  a  wish  of  Lord  Luxmore's  as  soon 
as  his  health  gave  him  leave  and  encouragement 
to  form  any  plan,  that  the  Jttc  of  his  son's  majo- 
rity 
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rity  should  be  celebrated  at  Luxmore ;  and  he  had 
projected  crossing  the  counUy  with  his  family,  ac- 
companied by  Lady  Ehiia  and  Mr.  Reynardson, 
for  this  purpose ;    but   the  wish  seeming  to  ac- 
cord with  neither  the  inclination  nor  the  conveni- 
ence of  any  but  himself  and  Gertrude,  he  aban- 
doned it,   and  substituted  for  it,   in  his  mind,  a 
succession  of  expedients  for  markincr  the  day  and 
the  event,  not  on6  of  which   carried  with  it  the 
connection  his  feelings  demanded.     A  dinner  or  a 
ball,  or  any  thing  to  be  done  in  Brighton,  must  be 
an  assemblage  of  persons  bearing  no  relation,  in 
any  way,  to  the  circumstance :  there  could  be  nei- 
ther   friends    nor    friendship    in   a  promiscuous 
croud.     Lady  Luxmore  proposed  a  large  party  to 
the  play,  and  bespeaking  '  the  Heir  at  Law  ;'  but 
feis  lordship  could  not  sec  much  more  relation  in 
this  plan  than  in  the  many  he  had  rejected.     The 
day,  therefore,  would  have  been,  perforce,  a  daj 
of  perfect  similarity  to  its  neighbors,  had  not  Lady 
Elma  exprest  her  intention  of  returning,  solely  and 
exclusively,  to  celebrate  it.     Mr.  Reynardson,  and 
good  Lady  Waveney  now  left  alone,  formed  the 
groupe ;    and    Portargis,  after   much  uncertainty, 
promised  to  be  present.     The  earl  wrote  to  Mr, 
Sydenham  hi«  instructions  for   the  Luxmore  festi*^ 
vity ;  and  the  day  arrived. 

Gertrude  wished  much  to  remove  from  the  brow 
of  the  viscount,  the  cloud  she  perceived  on  it : 
his  affected  ill  humor  had  subsided  into  an  expres- 
sion that  indicated  dissatisfaction  with  himself; 
and  siie  would  gladly  hav^  convinced   him,   if  he 

could 
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could  be  convinced  of  it,  that  he  had  acted  wisely. 
She  met  him  in  the  morning :  she  extended  lier 
hand;  and  with  as  much  sincerity  as  those  nearest 
related  to  him  could  feel,  fehe  wished  that  every 
anniversary  of  that  day  might  find  him  liappier. 
He  turned  away  from  her,  into  a  room,  near  the 
door  of  which  they  had  met ;  and  she  was  leavinijf 
him,  when  he  followed  her,  and  begged  her  to  hear 
him.  '  On  any  subject,'  said  she,  '  but  that  which 
has  giv'en  you  sucli  reasonable  uneasiness  :  you  see, 
Portargis,  how  right  I  was :  I  told  you  you  ??iU6-t 
repent  such  precipitation  ;  it  did  not  mislead  me. 
I  knew  and  expected  you  would  come  to  your 
wits  ;  and  I  rejoice  in  your  having  done  so  :  let 
us  continue  friends ;  let  us  live,  as  we  have  always 
done,  like  a  brother  and  sister;  nothing  can  make 
ine  so  happy ;  but  believe  me,  we  never  can  be 
happy  in  a  nearer  connection  :  I  am  not  at  all 
suited  to  you  :  i  should  be  auxward,  and  my  life 
would  be  irksome.' 

His^  lordship's  feelings  had  choked  his  utterance 
a  little,  and  she  had  time  to  proceed  ;  but  he  now 
stopt  her,  and  she  could  not  avoid  hearing  senti- 
ments exactly  opposite  to  the  plan  of  renunciation 
slic  had  proposed.  Contradiction  and  ridicule,  the 
only  two  mechanical  powers  that  bore  on  his 
f)urposes,  never  lost  their  effect :  had  she  laugh- 
ed at  his  want  of  power  over  his  heart,  she  would 
have  shewn  herself  more  prudent  ;  but  she  would 
have  lost  credit  with  herself  in  tiie  attempt. 

He  was  now  ready  to  give  up  the  army,  to  brave 

his  m<)ther's  displeasure,  to  accept  a  small  hicome 
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from  his  father,  in  addition  to  what  Mr.  Stcrh'ng 
had  bequeathed  him  on  his  coming  of  age,  and  to 
retire  into  the  country,  with  an  utter  dereliction  of 
every  species  of  happiness  but  what  might  emanate 
from  his  marriage  with  Gatty  Aubrey. — The  con- 
versation wa$  interrupted  just  as  he  had  settled 
his  plan  of  remainhig  quietly  where  he  was,  and 
arranging  every  thing  with  his  father  in  a  way  that 
must  convince  him,  at  once,  of  his  respect  and  his 
good  intentions  :  and  Gertrude,  having  no  subse- 
quent opportunity  of  speaking  to  him  alone,  during 
the  day,  was  implicated  in  the  necessity  of  remain- 
ing, for  that  time,  Viscountess  Portargis  elect :  his 
spirits  were  now  again  raised,  and  she  felt  almost 
sorry  that  she  must  wake  him  from  a  dream  that 
seemed  so  pleasing  ;  but  there  was  no  occasion  for 
much  violence :  Lady  Elma,  on  her  arrival,  finding 
him  near  Gertrude,  and  perceiving  a  ring  on  his 
finger,  which  his  attempts  to  hide  it  convinced  her 
was  that  which  she  had  made  him  detach  from  it 
when  she  had  before  shewn  him  his  folly,  was  par- 
ticularly attentive  to  him,  she  made  him  return 
with  her  in  Mr.  Mudd's  carriage  in  the  evening ; 
and  from  thence,  he,  in  three  days,  joined  his  regi- 
ment in  a  distant  county. 

To  an  uninformed  observer,  Gertrude  must,  at 
this  time,  have  appeared  the  child  of  the  family  in 
which  she  lived;  and  if  Lord  Luxmore  had  been 
watched,  she  nmst  have  been  supposed  particularly 
happy  in  his  parental  affection  :  her  own  deport- 
ment would  not  have  corrected  any  error  of  this 

kind, 
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kind,  unless  the  humility,  the  duteous  observance, 
and  tlic  unvarying  respect  of  it,  had  deen  contrast- 
ed with  tlic  modern,  we  will  not  say  lasliionablc, 
style  of  behavior  in  young  ladies  towards  parents. 
Beyond  what  she  now  possessed,  she  iiad  little  t(% 
ask  with  any  prospect  of  attainment ;  and  to  be 
content,  was  a  point  of  duty  so  fixed  in  her  mind, 
by  the  fear  of  forfeiting  the  favor  of  that  Power  to 
whom  she  owed  all,  that  she  was  oftencr  employed 
in  recounting  her  comforts  than  Jier  privatiosii?. 
Her  birth-day  arrived:  there  was  no  question  liow 
tJ^at  should  be  kept :  it  was  a  day  of  peculiai*  seri- 
ousness w  itli  her ;  and  she  wondered  it  could  l>e 
other  to  any  one.  Lady  Lux  more,  ^on  meetini^  in 
the   morning,    condescended  to  wish  her  joy  on 

*  coming  to  her  fortune.'  Lord  Luxmore,  at 
breaktlist,  cxprest  something  more  cordial,  but  ia 
terms  that  could  not  offend :  having  spoken,  he  took 
out  his  pocket-book,  and  from  it  a  paper,  whose 
very  sound  told  its  species:  he  gave  it  her,  sayiiijij, 

*  You  will  accept  this,  jMiss  Aubrey,  from  Lady 
Luxmore  and  myself,  to  meet  the  expence  of  ^^our 
music  and  drawing-lessons :  and  when  I  next  iro  to 
town,  I  am  your  debtor  for  one  of  the  best  musical 
instruments  I  can  procure  for  you — you  deserve 
something,  in  acknowledgment  of  many  services.' 

Accidentally,  as  it  seemed,  Mr.  Reynardson  had 
taken  his  breakfast  with  the  earl  and  countess  ;  and 
his  civil  plaudits  and  congratulations,  made  tlie 
matter  appear,  as  the  earl  had  represented  it,  the 
act  of  himself  and  his  wife.  Gertrude  was  not 
hurt  at  being  obliged  before  him:  her  gratitude  did 

not 
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not  stammer;  she  owned  her  surprise,  her  want  of 
daim  to  such  generosity,  and  her  appreciation  of 
it — and  she  recollected  tliat  whenever  Lord  Lux* 
more  found  opportunity  to  be  kind  to  her,  JNIr. 
lleynardson  was  of  the  party — a  circumstance  that 
extended  her  sense  of  obligation,  even  to  him. 

The  countess,  before  they  parted,  accepted  the 
young  man's  invitation  to  an  airing  with  him  ;  and 
Gertrude,  after  calling  on  Miss  Le  Sage,  to  whom 
she  communicated  her  happiness,  found  Lord  Lux- 
more  at  home,  and  disposed  to  talk  to  her.  He 
began  to  be  very  weary  of  the  sea- side ;  and  his 
object  was  to  sound  her  on  the  feasibility  of  a  plan 
he  was  projecting,  of  going  to  London  for  a  short 
time  to  eniiaize  a  house  fit  for  himself  and  the  coun- 
tess,  and  while  it  was  preparing,  to  pass  the  time  at 
Luxmore :  it  was  a  proposal  that  could  iiot  but  re* 
joice  Gertrude;  it  would  give  her  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  Mr.  Sydenham  and  Mrs.  Brett;  and  it 
"brought  nothing  grievous  with  it,  for  Lady  Elma 
was  to  be  of  the  parly.  . 

*  But/  said  she,  '  I  understood  your  lordship 
meant  to  go  abroad  again.  1  hope  this  plan  says 
you  have  changed  your  purpose.' 

'  I  have  changed  my  purpose,'  he  replied. 
'  Portargis  is  now  settled  in  his  profession,  and  I 
think  it  right  to  be.near  him  at  his  outset;  and  in- 
deed, my  dear  young  friend,  I  want  quiet. and  com- 
fort. Though  I  cannot  call  myself  an  old  man — 
indeed,  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  in  my  life  felt 
younger — I  begin  to  be  tired  of  the  world,  as  I 
have  seen  it  now  for  many  years ;  in  janother  light 
1  it 
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it  might  still  be  agreeable ;  and  if  I  could  procure 
domestic  comfort,  and  get  a  few  pleasant  friends 
and  agreeable  books  about  me,  I  should  not  have 
another  care  for  this  life.  Lady  Luxmore  is  cer- 
tainly not  so  very  unaccommodating  as  she  once 
was,  though  she  is  far  from  what  I  could  wish ;  but 
that  perhaps  she  can't  help ;  and  it  may,  in  some 
measure,  be  my  own  fault  that  I  am  not  easier 
with  her.  I  must  make  the  best  it ;  for  it  is  too 
late  to  quarrel  with  my  lot.  If  I  possibly  can,  I 
will  live  at  home:  it  is  the  fittest  place  for  every 
man  of  forty  who  has  one ;  I  must  not  say  how 
much  I  depend  on  you,  my  child ;  be  what  I  have 
hitherto  found  you,  and  you  can  counterbalance 
much  that  would  be  otherwise  grievous.  If  we 
could  accomplish  nine  or  ten  weeks  at  Luxmore,  I 
think  with  Lady  Elma  and  the  parsonage  family, 
and  a  few  others,  we  might  turn  Christmas  very 
agreeably,  and  a  little  in  the  good  old  style.— We 
would  then  have  a  nice  comfortable  house,  in  an 
airy  part  of  London,  ready  for  us ;  and  we  might 
begin  to  live  as  ^  we  ought  to  do/ 

Gertrude  saw  no  objection,  nor  could  she  fore- 
see how  any  one  could  be  framed.  The  day  not 
affording  much  unoccupied  interval,  the  breakfast- 
hour  the  next  morning  was  that  in  which  the  sub- 
ject was  brought  forward.  Possibly  the  more  his 
lordship  had  thought  of  his  project,  the  higher  did 
it  rise  in  its  importance  to  his  happiness ;  for  before 
he  introduced  it,  Mr.  Reynardson  being  unfortu- 
nately engaged,  he  made  use  of  all  the  blandish- 
ments of  smooth  words,  and  propitiating  looks. 

Y8L,  IV.  I  Bj 
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By  this  very  precaution,  he  shewed  his  want  of 
generalship,  and  ruined  his  plan :  '  Sic  volo,  sic 
jubeo,'  was  the  only  proper  language  in  the  case : 
the  very  aspect 'of  consultation  proclaims  the  right 
of  opposition ;  and  the  countess  had  been  made  sus- 
picious in  time  to  be  obstinate :  he  might,  by 
storm,  have  succeeded  without  a  skirmish,  but,  by 
sap,  he  could  do  nothing :  he  only  provoked  a  sally, 
which  ended  in  sometliing  worse  than  a  drawn- 
battle  ;  for  the  countess  declare^  nothing  should 
induce  her  to  go  to  Luxmore;  and  his  lordship, 
whose  anger  might  certainly  be  excused,  though  in 
the  present  case  it  injured  himself  more  than  any 
one  else,  expressing  his  sentiments  with  asperity, 
what  are  called  4iigh  w^ords  ensued,  and  Gertrude 
was  doomed  to  hear  a  husband  and  wife,  regardless 
of  all  obligation  to  forbearance,  criminate  and  re- 
criminate, assert,  deny,  and  express  for  each  other 
the  most  degrading  contempt  and  unqualified 
hatred.  She  burst  into  tears,  and  by  doing  so, 
called  Lady  Luxmore's  attention  from  her  husband. 

With  the  same  justice,  as  when  poetry  abuses 
sun,  moon,  and  stars,  will  an  exasperated  lady  ac- 
cuse any  thing,  dog,  cat,  or  child,  as  the  author  of 
her  woes ;  and  poor  Geitrude  was  informed  that 
this  was  a  plan  of  her's,  and  that  to  please  her  was 
his  lordship's  object  The  charge  sprung  intora- 
mihcations  of  rage  and  jealousy,  too  incoiierent,  too 
unfounded,  too  contradictory,  to  merit  an  answer, 
yet  too  serious  to  allow  of  tacit  contempt :  thet 
declamation  finished  with  a  reference  to  the  muni- 
ficence of  the  preceding  morning ;  and  Gertrude 

by 
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by  taking  out  of  her  purse  the  note  she  had  receiv" 
ed,  and  laying  it  on  the  table,  hoped  she  might  pur- 
chase peace  and  reconciliation.  Bursting  afresh 
into  tears,  she  was  departing,  when  Lord  Luxmore 
caught  her  arm,  and  insisted  on  her  stay.  Warm 
with  rage,  and  made  eloquent  by  the  best  feelings 
of  a  really  generous  nature  improving  into  virtue, 
he  said  : 

*  Had  it  not  been  for  the  alteration  occasioned  in 
me  by  my  accident  in  the  summer,  Lady  Luxmore, 
I  might  now  fly  from  your  tongue  and  its  infernal 
malice :  the  consciousness  of  cause  for  self-reproach 
might  make  me  seek  peace  at  any  rate;  but  since 
my  narrow  escape  from  the  grave,  I  have  felt  called 
to  a  better  rank  of  being,  and  I  am  prepared  to 
meet  any  thing  you  may  be  pleased  to  say.  I  feel 
that  my  intentions,  which  I  am  certain  my  conduct 
has  not  impeached,  entitle  me  to  respect ;  and  hav- 
ing done  nothing  I  wish  concealed,  I  shall  use  no 
disguise.  I  deny  your  assertion  that  Miss  Aubrey 
suggebted  what  I  have  just  now  proposed  to  you, 
or  that  it  was  designed  for  her  pleasure;  but  I 
confess  that  you  are  beholden  to  Miss  Aubrey  for 
every  attention  since  we  met  at  Richmond.  You 
yourself  turned  over  to  her,  those  offices  which  a 
prudent  woman  and  an  aflrectionate  wife  would 
have  delegated  to  no  one.  >^eglecting  me  your- 
self, you  made  her  my  nurse  and  my  companion  ;  I 
found  in  her,  all  I  could  have  wished  in  a  daughter: 
she  soothed  when  you  would  have  exasperated;  she 
comforted  me,  when  you  would  have  taught  me  ta 
desjjair :  the  wretch  who  fears  to  die,   seldom  re- 

1  %  fuses 
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fuses  cordials,  Lady  Luxmore— those  she  offered 
me  were  bitter  potions ;  but  I  took  them.  She 
won  on  mc  to  receive  you.  Lady  Luxmore ;  and 
what  other  friend  have  you  in  the  world,  who  would 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  attempt  this? — When  I 
have  said  this,  is  it  necessary  to  tell  you,  you  are  un- 
grateful, unj  ust,  undeserving  of  her  slavish  services?' 

The  countess  looked  aukward  ;  she  rose  and  be- 
gan setting  her  disturbed  mind  to  disturb  every 
thing  that  came  in  her  way,  while  her  husband 
pacing  the  room,  waited  her  reply.  Seeing  Ger- 
trude's distress,  he  said,  ^  I  am  very  sorry  for  the. 
scene  you  are  involved  in ;  but  depend  on  my  car© 
that  you  shall  not  be  injured.'  '  Take,  I  insist  on 
it,  your  note  again;  and  remember  that  such  ser- 
vices as  your's,  give  you  a  claim  on  my  justice,  if 
not  on  my  gratitude.  Go  to  your  room:  you 
will  be  quieter  alone — you  shall  be  called,  as 
soon  as  it  is  fit,  or  if  your  vindication  of  yourself  is 
necessary. ' 

Still  sobbing  with  the  irritation  of  her  nerves,  she 
withdrew,  and  locking  herself  into  her  chamber, 
she  awaited  there  the  event  of  a  discussion,  which 
she  saw  might  instantly  render  her  an  outcast  on 
the  world's  mercy.  It  was  no  time  for  tears  or  pu- 
sillanimity :  she  felt  the  support  of  conscious  inno- 
cence, and  the  comfort  of  an  acquaintance  with  the 
Scriptures.  No  language  presented  itself  so  rea- 
dily as  that  of  the  Inspired  Writers.  She  could 
ask,  '  Whose  ox  or  whose  ass  have  I  taken  ?  or 
whom  have  I  defrauded?' — she  could  recollect  that 
tJi.e,  very  hairs  of  her  head  were  numbered  : — she 
*  was 
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was  assured  that  those  who  trusted  in  the  mercy  of 
Heaven,  its  power  would  protect ;  and  her  ardent;, 
imagination,  even  while  supplicating  for  that  pro-. 
tection,  presented  to  her  the  best  means  by  whiclv 
she  might  merit  it.  Slie  was  now  happily  for  her, 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  possessing  a  steady  mind, 
and  a  sedateness  of  deportment  that  obviated,  in 
some  measure,  the  disadvantage  of  her  inexperi- 
ence. 

She  saw  she  must  enter  on  the  world — she 
cared  not  in  how  subordinate  a  situation  ;  she  could 
conform  to  any  privations  for  the  sake  of  respecta- 
ble protection,  and  the  means  of  gaining  a  liveli- 
hood without  the  necessity  of  applying  to  Lord  or 
Lady  Luxmore. 

She  dared  not  think  of  what  was  probably  pass- 
ing under  her  feet;  but  without  the  exercise  of 
thought,  she  foresaw  that  peace  between  the  parties 
was  impossible.  The  countess  could  not  teach 
herself  to  respect  her  husband  :  she  had  hated  him, 
as  she  fancied,  '  for  his  faults,'  and  the  habit  had 
got  too  fast  a  hold  on  her,  to  admit  of  her  discarding 
the  sentim.ent  when  the  cause  ceased  to  exist.  It 
could  not  be  expected,  nay  it  was  hardly  to  be  wish- 
ed, that  the  earl  should  give  way ;  nor  could  Ger- 
trude promise  herself  any  advantage  from  such  an 
accommodation  as  this  inversion  of  the  order  of 
things  would  produce.  An  opinion,  such  as  Lady 
Luxmore  had  avowed,  rendered  the  propriety  of 
her  protegees  continuing  in  the  family,  question- 
^ble,  and  she  was  compelled  to  see  that  her  dis- 
mission must  be  the  consequence  of  the  action  or 
inaction  of  the  parties. 

Quiet 
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Quiet  had  succeeded  to  some  bustle  and  the  fre» 
quent  ringing  of  the  bells  of  the  apartments.  Two 
hours  had  passed.  She  had  not  been  called  ;  and 
she  was  about  to  try  the  sedative  power  of  employ- 
ment, when  hearing  more  noise  than  before,  she 
went  into  the  front-room,  and  from  the  window  saw 
— O!  with  what  bitter  bitter  sorrow !  —  the  earl's 
carriage,  with  four  horses,  and  all  the  appointments 
for  travelling  ! — She  watched  every  movement :  she 
was  half  inclined  to  go  down  stairs,  or  to  seek  s\. 
servant  to  know  what  was  doing.  In  her  confu-^ 
sion  of  mind,  she  almost  feared  terms  had  been 
made,  and  that  the  dereliction  of  her,  stood  first  in 
the  capitulation — ^The  earl  and  countess  might  be 
going  togetiier;  they  might  forget  her.  She  went 
to  the  head  of  the  stairs  :  she  could  hear  only  the 
voice  of  the  earl  and  his  valet.  She  went  again 
to  the  window  :  she  put  up  the  sash,  and  at  that 
moment.  Lord  Luxraore,  alone,  got  into  the  car- 
riage: he  looked  up,  shook  his  head,  kissed  his 
jhand,  and  drove  off. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  LXXIII. 


Desertion.  A  melancholy  pause.  Reviving  courage.  A  Utile 
more  ill  usage.  New  favorites.  A  decision.  A  lesson  in 
policy.     Indignant  feeUng,     Civil  word^. 

The  fear  of  immediate  desertion  was  removed,  but 
it  gave  place  to  a  regret  so  pungent,  that  it  was 
only  a  change  of  misery ;  Gertrude's  happiness, 
notwithstanding  all  her  vexations  and  anxieties,  had 
been  daily  increasing  since  the  better  arrange- 
ments of  those  on  whom  she  depended,  and  it  was 
a,  happiness  invaluable  to  her ;  for  it  consisted  in 
the  expansion  to  the  sun  of  knowledge,  and  the 
cultivation  by  her  own  diligence,  of  her  best  facul- 
ties. With  Lord  Luxmore,  she  could  not  doubt, 
every  indulgence  departed  :  he  had  been  unvary- 
ingly kind :  that  kindness  was  gone :  he  had  gained 
her  esteem;  and  now  perhaps,  she  must  disgui.se  it, 
or  might  be  expected  to  retract  it.  *  If  I  am  to 
labor  for  my  daily  bread,  farewell  that  freedom  of 
mind,  which  I  have,  even  in  the  worst  circum- 
stances, enjoyed  ;  but  let  me  be  thankful  for  all  / 
have  enjoyed;'  said  she,  as  she  sate  down  on  her 
bed,  and  wept. 

The  day-light  was  beginning  to  fade,  and  she 
still  was,  or  supposed  herself  to  be,  an  exile.  N'o 
one  had  called  her :  no  one  had  come  to  her  :  she 

thought 
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thought  she  was  forgotten ;  yet  perhaps  it  mighthave 
required  all  this  time  to  settle  her  fate.  The  day 
had  been  rainy,  which  seemed  to  account  for  the 
stillness  of  the  house  :  but  whether  Lady  Luxmore 
was  at  home  or  not,  she  could  not  decide.  Perhaps 
she  was  offending  by  her  absence — at  any  rate,  the 
situation  she  was  in,  must  terminate.  Equally  in 
danger  of  being  wrong,  whether  active  or  inactive, 
she  preferred  the, former ;  and  having  made  herself 
neat,  as  for  dinner,  she  went  down  to  the  room 
where  she  had  last  seen  the  earl  and  countess :  it 
was  unoccupied :  the  fire  seemed  to  have  been 
neglected ;  and  there  was  an  evident  dicontinuance 
of  that  prompt  replacing  of  removed  chairs,  which 
used  to  make  part  of  the  assiduities  of  the  earl's 
servants. 

,  Fearing  she  might  seem  to  move  about  in  secret^ 
she  sate  down  to  the  instrument  in  the  room  she  was 
allowed  to  consider  as  her  place  of  employment : 
the  door  presently  opened  ;  and  Lady  Luxmore's 
footman  came  to  inform  her,  that  her  ladyship 
would  dine  at  Mrs.  Lawless's  at  next  door. 

With  this  lady  and  her  daughters  the  countess  had 
made  a  hasty  acquaintance  ;  and  they  were  of  that 
description  of  persons  with  whom  affection  never 
stands  still.  The  friendship  was  now  in  the  as- 
cending scale,  and  too  recent,^  and  too  convenient 
in  bad  weather,  to  be  supposed  liable  to  accident : 
it  was  therefore  rather  ardent. 

A  napkin  was  laid,  and  the  remains  of  what  had 
been  drest  the  day  before,  were  served  up  for  Miss 
Aubrey  in  the  room  where  she  wa§:  her  instructors 

in 
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in  drawing  and  music  occupied  part  of  her  evenincr ; 
and  too  well-bred  to  ask  her  why  she  was  not  quite 
like  herself,  they  perhaps  thought  they  had  penetra- 
ted to  a  bad  stratum  of  her  brain.  The  remainder 
of  the  evening  was  as  unproductive  of  satisfaction 
to  her  as  the  morning  had  been ;  and  she  went  to 
bed  in  increased  bitterness  of  regret,  but  with  more 
fortitude.  The  good  mind,  like  the  rolled  turf, 
gains  support  from  its  compression.  ^  Wrapt  in 
conscious  innocence,'  she  committed  herself  to  the 
care  and  guidance  of  Heaven,  and  determined  to 
brave  to  the  uttermost,  every  storm  that  might 
threaten  her  in  the  ocean  she  was  embarked  on. 

It  is  certainly  a  most  unrefined,  unfeeling,  coarse 
ability,  to  sleep  with  an  anxious  mind ;  and  poor 
Gatty  so  gifted,  will  perhaps  fail  in  exciting  sym- 
pathy ;  but  her  distresses  were  too  heavy  to  be 
borne  without  recoUectinor  the  aid  she  might  im- 
plore ;  and  having  implored  this,  she  sunk  into  re- 
pose, and  rose  next  morning  in  renewed  hope  and 
confidence.  That  inordinate  affection  which  con- 
verts the  dispensations  of  Heaven  into  offence 
against  ourselves,  can  never  enter  into  a  well- 
regulated  mind,  consequently  there  was  neither 
murmuring  nor  opposition  in  Gertrude's  feelings; 
and  these  removed,  and  the  weakness  of  the  human 
frame  taken  into  our  calculations,  it  is  very  possi- 
ble that  such  a  young  woman  as  we  have  described 
her,  fully  convinced  of  the  Wisdom,  the  Power,  and 
the  Mercy  of  Him  who  upholds  the  world,  and 
who,  she  had  learnt  in  her  childhood  '  never  slum- 
bers, never  sleeps ;'  might  have  a  good  night's  rest 

and 
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and  pleasant  dreams,  even  when  she  knew  not  but 
that  the  rising  morn  might  turn  her  out  on  the 
world  \vith  no  other  provision  than  her  industry : 
in  helplessness  it  could  not  dismiss  her ;  she  had 
spent  her  tinie  top  well. 

A  message  came  to  her  by  Lady  Luxmore's 
woman,  on  her  going  down  stairs  ;  her  ladyship  had 
had  a  bad  night,  and  would  take  her  breakfast  be- 
fore she  rose.  Miss  Aubrey  was  therefore  to 
breakfast  alone. 

As  this  servant  was  of  the  family  in  town,  Ger- 
trucJc  ventured  to  say,  ^  Can  you  tell  me  if  Lady 
Lu^more  is  otfended  with  me  ?'  The  young  wonian 
burst  into  tears,  and  said,  '  1  dare  not  say  a  word, 
Miss,  but  I  am  afr^Jd  there's  but  bad  nevvs  for  you, 
Miss.' 

Gertrude  said  no  more.  She  went  dovyn  to  the 
breakfast-pa vlpr :  she  tried  to  eat ;  but  bread  sticks 
sadly  by  the  way,  when  the  throat  is  under  the 
stricture  of  pungent  feeling ;  and  she  was  forced  Ip 
at)audon  the  attempt. 

Having  waited  till  she  thought  the  countess  must 
be  visible,  and  beginning  to  think  herself  culpably 
§i]pine  in  a  situation  so  little  aftbrding  her  a  direct? 
ing  light,  she  eonsidpred,  not  merely  how  she 
shai]14  l^ear^  but  what  she  should  ^o.  It  was  not 
certain  that  auy  thing  against  her  was  meditated ; 
^nd  feeling  herself  innocent,  she  could  not  regard 
her  acquittal  as  hopeless,  ff  o  s^ve  herself  the  cha- 
grin of  a  refused  audience,  she  \yrote  a  note  to  the 
countess,  ej^pressing,  in  simple  language,  her  anxi-r 
pus  fear  that  she  might  l^e  supposed  ungrateful, 

p,nd 
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and  requesting  to  be  allowed  to  convince  her  that 
nothing  had  ever  induced  her,  or  could  induce  her, 
to  depart  irom  those  sentiments  of  respect  and  ob^- 
ligation  v\hich  the  protection  of  twenty-one  years 
demanded  from  her. 

This  billet,  in  which  there  was  no  flattery,  no 
mean  submission,  not  one  word  that  was  not  strictly 
sincere,  she  sent  to  Lady  Luxmore  by  her  servant, 
the  answer  returned  was,  that  she  was  coming 
down,  and  would  speak  to  Miss  Aubrey, 

One  hour  elapsed.  Lady  Luxmore  appeared, 
but  cloudy  and  discouraging.  To  a  very  humble 
good-morrow,  she  replied,  *  Good  morning,  Miss/ 
Gertrude  waited— she  had  been  at  work,  and  re- 
sumed it,  to  shew  she  was  stationary  :  she  began  to 
think  Lady  Luxqipre  expected  her  to  speak.  She 
arose,  and  went  nearer  to  her.  Making  an  eiFort, 
she  said  *  May  I  request  to  know  how  I  have  pf-- 
fended  your  ladyship  ?'•— She  had  done  all  in  her 
power,  and  she  burst  into  tears. 

The  countess  began  to  speak.  She  deplored  her 
misfortune  *  in  being  so  harassed  when  she  ought 
to  h^ve  every  comfort :'  she  *  could  not  but  say 
she  thought  Miss  Aubrey's  conduct  a  little  singular 
for  so  vefy  sensible  a  lady— one  who  understood 
grammar,  and  was  so  very  learned  \  but  great  gCr 
oiuses  seldom  did  things  like  other  people.*- — She 
'  believed  there  were  more  than  herself  of  th^^  opi- 
pion— ^for  she  ha4  her  friends  as  well  as  Miss  Au» 
brey.  Lord  Luxmore,  indeed,  was  gone ;  and  she 
hoped-vshe  should  never  be  drawn  in,  by  the  officir 
ousness  or  designing  arts  of  any  body,  to  think  of 

living 
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living  with  him  again: — Miss  Aubrey  might  fancy 
she  meant  very  well  in  the  busy-body  part  she  had 
acted  ;  and  it  had  certainly  turned  out  very  well  for 
herself: — she  had  found  her  account  in  it  by  get- 
ting indubences  for  herself,  not  at  all  suited  to  her 
Station  in  Hfe  ;  but  another  time  she  would  advise 
her  to  concern  herself  only  witli  her  own  affairs^ 
and  not  interfere  with  married  people— it  was  dan- 
gerous playing  with  edged  tools.'  She  '  forgave 
her  with  all  her  heart,  and  wished  her  well ;  but 
after  what  had  passed,  she  really  thought,  consider- 
ing the  expencc  that  had  been  bestowed  on  her,  she 
might  as  well  be  trying  to  do  something  for  herself^ 
and  not  continue  a  burthen  on  her  friends  all  her 
life.'  She  '  could  very  well  dispense  with  her  re- 
turning to  town  with  her :  indeed,  she  should  pro- 
bably, for  some  time,  be  so  unsettled  amongst  the 
friends  who  had  given  her  invitations,  that  it  would 
l)e  rather  inconvenient  to  her  to  be  incumbered.' 

Gertrude  was  silent ;  she  sate  down.  The  coun- 
tess grew  encouraged,  and  proceeded  : 

*  You  certainly,  since  yoii  have  heard  so  much 
of  your  great  talents  and  fine  accomplishments,  can 
be  at  no  loss  to  find  out  what  you  are  fit  for ;  and  I 
dare  say,  if  you  say  nothing  of  Lord  Luxmore,  you 
may  get  a  situation  in  a  family ;  but  1  beg  you  will 
Dot  apply  to  me  for  any  recommendation,  as  I 
should  not  chuse  to  interfere  in  your  concerns.' 
■  Gertrude  collected  her  work,  and  rose  to  leave 
the  room.  It  was  impossible  for  Lady  Luxmore  to 
understand  her  high-minded  silence,  or  to  guess 
tliat,  if  she  compelled  her  to  break  it,  she  was  re- 
sponsible 
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sponsible  for  what  she  might  hear.     She  called  her 
back,  and  said  : 

*  I  shall  go  av.ay  from  this  house  almost  di- 
rectly. My  kind  friend,  Mrs.  Lawless,  has  invited 
me  to  come  to  her,  till  I  leave  Brighton  ;  but  as  the 
time  is  not  out  in  this  house  till  the  end  of  the 
Meek,  you  may  stay  here  till  then.' 

'  I  ask  no  mercy,'  replied  Gertrude,  *  where  I 
have  found  no  justice.  The  excessive  hardship  of 
my  lot  will,  perhaps,  incline  some  one  to  pity  and 
assist  me.' 

*  As  you  please.  Miss  Aubrey ;  but  I  beg  we 
may  have  no  tragedy-airs  and  graces.  If  you  chusq 
to  go  directly,  you  are  quite  at  liberty.  I  can  shift 
very  well ;  for  those  dear  girls,  Fanny  and  Lucy- 
Lawless,  have  offered  to  do  every  thing  for  me — 
and  they  are  so  attentive  and  so  kind,  that  I  am 
sure  I  shall  find  them  great  comforts.  I  shall  take 
one  of  them  to  tow  n  w'ith  me ;  their  good  mother  ha^ 
quite  set  her  heart  upon  it,  and  I  must  say  indeed, 
Miss  Aubrey,  though  I  know  you  are  a  person  of 
great  consequence,  they  are,  just  now,  much  better 
suited  to  me  than  you  ;  for  m.y  spirits  require  a 
little  vivacity:  I  can't  do,  just  now,  with  a  person 
w  ho  is  studying  the  stars  when  they  should  be  do- 
ing what  I  want.  I  can't  say  I  see  any  good  in  all. 
your  studying.  You  best  know  what  service  it  is 
of.' 

^  It  is  of  great  service  to  m.e,'  said  the  insulted 
girl,  '  for  it  has  taught  me  to  bear  the  greatest  cru- 
elty that  can  be  inflicted  on  me,  Lady  Luxmore.' 

*  Cruelty?* 
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*  Cruelty?'  repeated  her  ladyship.  *  Tis  \velly 
Miss  Aubrey,  you  were  born  poor ;  for  you  have  j* 
line  high  spirit  of  your  own.' 

So  ended  the  countess's  sto6k  of  oratory,  which 
in  her  use  of  it,  had  been  very  favourable  to  the 
fortitude  of  her  discarded^ro/ei^^^c^ ;  it  had  loosened 
every  tie,  but  that  of  conscientious  gratitude,  for 
benefits  reluctantly  conferred  ;  and  she  at  that  mo- 
ment stood  firm  on  her  feet,  a  pilgrim  in  the  world. 

After  an  hour's  pacing  her  chamber,  she  found 
herself  much  better  able  to  arrange  her  ideas.  No- 
thing had  interrupted  her;  but  the  house  had  lost 
tfee  character  of  silence  which  it  had  prieserved 
tiirough  the  preceding  day ;  and  the  sounds  that 
ascended,  told  her  that  Miss  Lawless  and  her  sister 
were  arrived  to  console  the  countess  under  her  va- 
rious causes  of  chagrin. 

The  sudden  substitution  assisted  in  settling  Ger- 
trude's mind  :  her  retreat  cut  oW,  she  had  only  to 
proceed.  She  resolved  to  act  openly  and  avowed- 
ly, to  write  to  Lady  Elma  an  account  of  her  alter- 
ed situation  and  the  circumstances  connected  with 
it— to  take  her  advice  as  to  the  means  she  should 
pursue  for  a  subsistence,  and,  as  soon  as  she  saw 
any  prospect  of  living  by  her  own  labor,  to  seek  her 
mother,  who,  whatever  might  be  her  faults  or  her 
follies,  she  considered  as  entitled  to  a  child's  duty 
iind  attention.  She  felt  that  she  could  not  he  im- 
prudent in  the  indulgence  of  her  inclination  :  what 
i^he  proposed  to  do,  was  an  injunction  6i  the  old 
law  v^hich  the  new  had  noi  aorggated,  and  the  ex- 

1  amole 
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ample  of  its  great  promulgator  had  bound  on  the 
consciences  of  his  followers.  The  protection  was 
valuable,  even  if  but  nominal ;  and  no  inconveni- 
ence, she  was  sure,  could  follow,  that  would  not  be 
abundantly  compensated  by  the  delight  of  having 
II  parent  to  whom  she  might  dedicate  her  cares. 

Decided  in  her  plan,  she  wrote  to  Lady  Elma  a 
short  respectful  letter,  in  which  she  told  her  she 
had  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  forfeit  Lady  Lux- 
more's  confidence,  that  her  ladyship  thought  sh^ 
was  now  able  to  provifle  for  herself;  and  that  she 
was  preparing  to  make  the  experiment ;  she  re- 
quested Lady  Lima's  opinion  of  what  she  might  un- 
dertake, and  the  exertion  of  her  interest  for  her,  as 
speedily  as  consisted  with  her  other  engagements. 

To  save  herself,  if  possible,  from  misinterpreta- 
tion, she  wished  Lady  Luxmore  to  see  her  letter ; 
and  to  shew  it  her,  she  went  down  stairs,  and  had 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  one  of  the  young  ladiefi 
thundering  a  country-dance  on  the  instrument  that 
had  been  hired  for  her.  In  the  room  where  she 
supposed  she  should  find  Lady  Luxmore,^  she  might 
have  taken  a  lesson  of  policy  ;  but  her  spirit  could 
not  have  profited  by  it.  Miss  Fanny  Lawless, 
seated  on  the  dining-table,  was  stroking  her  lady- 
ship's cheek,  and,  it  might  be  supposed,  swearing 
eternal  love.  She  dismounted  on  Gertrude's  en- 
trance, and  looked  aukward,  if  not  ashamed;  for 
effrontery,  though  it  resists  power,  wall  sometimes' 
yield  to  the  powerless  :  Miss  Fanny's  w^as  taken  by 
surprise,  and  as  well  as  herself,  unhorsed. 


'  I  be.^ 
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*  I  beg  your  ladyship's  pardon  for  intruding/ 
said  Gertrude ;  *  hiave  you  any  message  to  Lady 
Elma?' 

*  To  Lady  Elma,  Miss  Aubrey  ?  who's  going  to 
send  to  Lady  Ehua  ?' 

'  I  have  been  writing  to  her  to  inform  her  di 
my  situation.' 

*  Voiir  situation !  Miss  Aubrey.  I  question 
whether  she  will  concern   herself  much  with  it. 

.Pray,  what  has  she  to  do  with  ;i/ou  f  She  noticed 
you  as  being  with  me;  but  I  am  very  much 
mistaken  if  she  notices  you  when  you  quit  me. 
Such  people  as  Lady  Elma  can't  trouble  themselves 
about  persons  that  nobody  knows :  she'd  have 
work  enough  on  her  hands,  if  she  was  to  find  situ- 
atiojis  for  all  the  young  ladies  that  wajt  them.  And 
so,  I  suppose,  you  have  been  telling  her  a  fine  ro- 
mantic tale  of  your  misfortunes.  I  dare  say  you 
have  not  said  a  word  of  the  truth  of  your  situation^ 
as  you  call  it.  I  dare  say  all  the  fault's  laid  upon 
me.     I'm  finely  set  out,  I  dare  say.' 

Her  ladyship  affected  to  laugh,  as  if  she  knew 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  world  ;  and  addressing 
her  laugh  to  Miss  Fanny,  she  was  so  obliging  as 
to  continue  it. Gertrude  \ras  unmoved. 

*  You  must  see  my  letter,  Lady  Luxmore,'  said 
she. 

'01  yes ;  pray  let's  see  it. — I  have  got  my 
glasses  :  my  dear  love,  Fanny,  read  it  to  me.' 

Gertrude  was  not  unmoved  now  :  indignantly 
she  said,  *  I  will  not  speak  by  an  inter^j^ter :— she 

2     ■*  took 
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took  her  letter  again,  and  read  it :  Miss  Fanny 
all  the  while  peeping,  and  she,  with  the  utmost 
height  of  sentiment,  stooping  to  accommodate 
her. 

*  What  a  beautiful  hand  you  write!'  said  Miss 

Fanny :  *  I  would  give  any  thing  to  write  so.' ^ 

This  was  not  precisely  the  effect  her  ladyship  in 
tended  to  produce. 

'  I  think,  Miss  Aubrey,'  said  she,  gawkily,  *  you 
are  taking  a  very  improper  step.' 

'  It  is  at  my  own  peril,  madam,'  she  replied^ 
*  Had  you  condescended  to  advise  me  before  you 
discarded  me,  I  should  have  been  thankful.  I 
have  but  a  small  choice  of  friends  to  whom  I  can 
apply.' 

'  You  must  do  as  you  please,  Miss  Aubrey; 
but  were  I  you,  I  should  go  to  town  :  that's  the 
place  to  get  a  situation;  what  can  you  get  here?' 

'  What  means  have  ^madam,  of  going  to  town? 
—If  you  turn  me  out  of  your  house  here,  where 
am  I  to  go?' 

Nothing  is  so  absurd  as  the  advice  of  persons 
of  narrow  minds,  under  the  inflation  of  passion. 
Her  ladyship  could  do  nothing  but  pause,  and  then 
give  Gertrude  a  pettish  permission  to  do  that 
which  sne  would  have  done  without  it :  she  per- 
mitted her  to  '  go  her  own  way,'  and  for  this  rea- 
son, ^  that  she  had  never  yet  found  a  young  woman 
who  would  go  her's.' 

Miss  Fanny,  unable  longer  to  restrain  her  love, 

was  beginning  again  her  coaxing  and  stroking;  and 

VOL.  IV.  K  Miss 
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Miss  Aubrey  was  retiring,  when  the  footman 
WoLight  ill  a  letter,  and  gave  it  to  her  saying — 
^  -Lord  Luxmore's  groom  brought  it,  ma'am,  and 
required  no  answer/ 

His  lordship  in  his  hasty  parting  from  his  wife, 
had  not  forgotten  her  dependent :  but  he  wisely 
judged  it,  at  that  moment,  impossible  to  attempt 
any  tljing  for  her  advantage  wiiich  would  not  prove 
diametrically  of  an  opposite  tendency,  as  tlitit  ali- 
ment whicli  ia  nourishment  to  the  stomach  in  it& 
healthy  slate,  becomes,  when  it  is  diseased,  its 
active  poison.  When  he  left  Brighton,  he  resolved 
on  his  method  of  being  kind  to  her ;  and  he  carried 
it  into  execution  the  next  morning,  before  he  quit- 
ted the  house  of  a  friend  on  the  road,  which  he 
had  made  his  ina  for  the  night. 

Disdaining  any  share  in  concealment,  Gertrude 
offered  the  letter  in  all  its  integrity  to  her  ladyship, 
saying,  *  It  is  fi'om  my  lord,  madam  ;  have  the 
goodness  to  open  and  read  it' 

^  Not  I,  indeed,'  replied  her  protectress  :  '  I 
don't  wttnt  to  know  aay  thing  about  him,  as  long 
as  I  live/ 

Gertrude  broke  the  seal,  and  read  to  herself: 

*  My  dear  Miss  Aubrey, 

'In  the  unpleasant  demele  of  yes- 
terday, I  fear  I  seemed  guilty  of  unpardonable 
negligence  towards  you.  I  ought,  perhaps,  to 
have  satisfied  myself  that  Lady  Luxmoresaw  every 
thing,   respecting  you,  in  a  right  light,  and  that 

you 
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you  were  not  likely  to  surTer  for  those  obliging  and 
correct  attentions  to  me,  which,  I  shall  always  bo 
proud  to  say,  have  rendered  the  period  since  my 
accident  at  Richmond,  the  happiest  of  my  life, 
since  it  is  to  them  I  owe  the  power  and  the  incli- 
nation to  a  course  of  conduct  that  will  bear  reflect- 
ing on  to  my  latest  breath. 

*  I  can  now  only  say  that,  on  any  occasion  where 
I  can  be  of  service  to  you,  I  shall  be  happy  to  be 
called  on,  and  to  obey  your  commands.  I  shall 
Avis:!  muc  to  hear  from  you  in  detail.  I  inclose 
you  my  address :  you  will  honor  me  by  assuring, 
me  that  you  consider  me  as  your  friend  in  any  in- 
convenience you  may  have  incurred  by  your  exer- 
tions for  me,  or  you  leave  very  imperfect  the  peace 
of  mind  of  him,  who  is.  wi:jh  the  highest  consider- 
ation, my  dear  Miss  Aubrey, 

*  Your  obliged  and 

*  Most  devoted  humble  servant, 

'  LUXMORE.' 

It  was  sufficient  if  the  contents  of  this  billet 
were  reported.  Silence  ensued:  Gertrude  with- 
drew, to  dispatch  a  messenger  to  Lady  Elma :  and 
next,  having  leisure  to  re-consider  the  treatment  re- 
cently bestov/ed  on  her,  she  inclosed  in  a  cover  to 
the  countess,  the  bank-note  Lord  Luxmore  had 
given  her,  with  a  few  lines,  saying  she  could  accept 
nothing  in  Mihich  his  lordship  had  any  part,  after 
K  2  the 
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the  unjust  reflections  cast  on  her  :  and  in  this  mode 
of  proceeding,  as  she  heard  no  more  on  the  sub- 
ject, she  appeared  to  have  guessed  her  ladyship's 
ideas  of  what  was  proper  on  the  occasion. 


CHAR 
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CHAPTER  LXXIV. 


A  modern  Crossus.  Female  apathy.  The  outrageous  ladies, 
A  little  more  patience.  The  friend  arrived.  Ourselves  our 
•worst  reporters.     Difficulty   of  being    ingenuous.     Anecdote 

of  the  marchioness  of  .     The  sanguine  mother,     Jn 

offered  partnersh ip .     Sad  dejection . 

The  Miss  Lawlesses  had  lost  their  father  early  in 
life :  their  mother  had  been  educated  for  the  East; 
and  there,  at  a  very  early  age,  she  had  captivated 
the  savage  heart  of  Mr.  Lawless,  a  man  who  had 
spent  the  best  part  of  his  life,  and  all  his  consti- 
tution, in  amassing  a  fortune,  by  any,  and  all  means, 
with  no  other  view  than  to  live,  as  he  phrased 
it,  '  like  other  people;'  in  other  words,  that  he 
might  return,  too  rich  to  be  denied  by  his  purse,  the 
enjoyment  of  any  ostentatious  folly  or  low  propen- 
sity. Having  atchieved  this  noble  enterprise,  and 
married,  he  came  home  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
paying  four  times  what  his  neighbors  paid  for 
every  article  he  consumed,  to  eat  plumb-cake  for 
breakfast,  and  to  wear  by  his  fire-side  a  ring  worth 
a  fortune. 

These  refined   pleasures,  poor  man  !   he  lived 
not  long  to  enjoy  ;  he 

^  knew  not  eating  death' 

whea 
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when  feasting  on  the  iiiutations  of  Plindooslance 
luxuries :  he  forgot  tlic  dillbreiice  of  diaiatej  and 
sacrificed  his  hfe  in  tlie  pursuit  of  happiness.  He 
left  an  enormous  ^property,  divided  into  a  large 
Jointure  to  his  widow,  great  fortunes  to  his  two 
daughters,  suhject  entirely  to  her  nianagetnent; 
and  an  odd  half-million  to  a  score  or  two  of  mon- 
grels, each  christened,  or  called,  by  two  or  three 
fancy-names. 

]\Irs.  Lawless,  on  this  occasion,  used  no  affec- 
tation ;  he  had  been  taken  ill  at  his  Hooka  club, 
^vhen  she  was  displaying  her  third  diamond-neck- 
lace at  tlie  opera :  he  had  been  brought  home  ; 
and  she,  being  unfortunately  engaged  to  a  ball 
after  the  opera,  knew  nothing  of  the  circumstance 
till  the  matter  was  settled.  Unable  to  stay  in  the 
house  with  a  corpse,  she  went  back  to  the  friend 
she  had  quitted,  to  beg  a  bed  ;  and  having  fetched 
away  the  children,  and  turned  in  the  undertaker, 
she  remained  with  her  kind  friends,  till  the  funeral 
procession,  and  the  footmen  with  her  cards  of 
thanks,  were  sent  out.  On  the  following  Sunday, 
she  exhibited  her  sables  in  Hyde  park,  as  much 
gratified  when  gazed  at  in  the  character  of  a  widow, 
as  when  envied  in  that  of  an  oriental  bride :  the 
children  w-ere  her  incumbrances;  but  as  they  were 
only  four  and  five  years  of  age,  and  there  are 
places  of  education  where  pupils  may  stand  at 
livery  the  year  round,  they  came  little  in  her  way, 
so  little,  that  whenever  she  tound  it  necessary  to 
shew  herself  to  them,  half  the  time  of  her  visit  was 
spent  by  their  teachers  in  making  them  sensible 

that 
S     , 
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that  this  was  their  mama,  and  in  trying  whether 
they  had  any  idea  of  what  a  mama  was. 
'  i\Iore  effort  than  this,  she  could  not  make  :  more 
time  than  this,  she  could  not  subtract  from  the 
morbid  inanities  of  her  life,  from  yawning  tlirough 
concerts,  prating  througti  operas,  gaping  throuo;h^ 
pkys,  sauntring  through  exhibition-rooms,  ques- 
tioning through  shops,  and  dreaming  througli  life; 
all  which  she  did  with  the  most  perfectly  unmoved 
countenance,  treading  the  round  of  Cv'ery  folly 
with  stoical  apathy,  yet  with  Epicurean  pm-posc 
and  effect.  Demure  she  might  have  been  called 
in  any  other  shape  of  existence :  insipid  was  the 
distinguishing  adjective  she  attracted  to  herself;  till 
that  electric  spark  produced  by  the  collision  of 
Cupid's  two  weapons,  perforated  her  iieart,  and 
overleaping  every  consideration  that  would  have 
suggested  itself,  she,  at  thirty,  boldly  declared  her 
passion  for  a  pink-and-white  boy  of  seventeen, 
who  having  submitted  to  marry  her,  kept  ( f>e  i 
house  for  the  recfiment  he  belonged  to,  in  addition 
to  all  the  many  other  things  he  kept  with  her  mo- 
ney, and  fulfilled  go  strictly  his  promise  to  his 
friends,  '  that  he  would  make  the  old  girl's  guineas 
spin,'  as  to  make  her  look  about  for  the  means  of 
separation  before  he  was  of  age.  By  the  publica- 
tion of  her  folly,  she  obtained  a  release,  and  was 
now  living,  as  Mrs..  Lawless,  on  the  interest  oi  her 
(laughters'  fortunes,  which  she  endeavored  to  make 
them  expect,  as  about  half  what  they  were  enti- 
tled to  :  but  the  truth  had  been  discovered  by  a 
captain  in  the  Scots'  Grays,  who  made  a  visit  to 

Doa  tors' 
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Doctor's  Commons  before  be  made  his  bow  to  the 
elder  of  the  two  Miss  Lawlesses,  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  hint,  began  to  be  so  troublesome  to 
their  mama,  that  she  had  no  mode  of  managing  them, 
but  that  of  letting  them  manage  themselves,  and 
endeavouring  to  make  them  as  good-for-nothing  as 
herself :  her  pains  had  not  been,  thrown  away  ;  for 
in  a  place  certainly  more  lenient  to  obstrusive  folly 
than  encouraging  to  abstracted  wisdom,  the  Miss 
Lawlesses  were  phasnomena ;  but  unfortunately 
not  understanding  with  precision  the  logical  differ- 
ence between  being  admired  and  admired  at,  they 
snuffed,  as  the  exhalation  of  tributary  incense,  the 
fuming  indignation  of  all  not  as  unprincipled  as 
themselves. 

In  the  mixt  society  of  the  place,  Gertrude  had 
found  young  v»^omen  of  all  descriptions :  some 
.there  were  who,  athirst  for  admiration,  were  yet, 
when  out  of  sight,  exemplary  :  some  Avhose  hours 
were,  in  too  great  a  proportion,  consumed  in  dis- 
sipation, retrieved  the  loss,  as  far  as  they  supposed 
possible,  by  irregular  industry  :  m^ny  who  squan- 
dered money  in  every  frivolity,  were  equally  liberal 
where  their  benevolence  was  excited  ;  and  some 
few  there  were,  who  would  have  preferred  whole- 
some restraint  and  domestic  amusement,  to  the 
means  their  mothers  took  to  put  them  off:  some 
were  shut  up  with  masters  all  the  morning,  re- 
ceiving what  appeared  a  mysterious  education,  that 
they  might  astonish,  in  the  ensuing  winter ;  and 
others  were  harmlessly  negligent  of  every  thing ; — - 
but  to  no  one  of  these  classes  did  the  Miss  Law- 
lesses 
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lesses  belong.  Every  thin^  had  been  done  for 
them  that  is  suggested  by  the  low  motives  of  a 
shewy  education ;  and  they  were  not  wanting  in 
the  facility  of  acquirement :  they  learnt  rapidly, 
and  as  rapidly  lost  what  they  had  gained  :  the  tor- 
rent of  instruction  only  served  to  make  the  stream 
depart  more  quickly  from  its  source  ;  and  after 
having,  for  two  years,  dejected  the  humble,  and  ex- 
asperated the  envious  by  the  universality  of  their 
talents,  and  their  '  great  attainments,'  they  relin- 
quished their  pretensions  and  relieved  their  minds, 
by  trying  an  easier  access  to  fame  ;  and  at  Rams- 
gate  the  preceding  year,  had  been  known  as  pro- 
fessors of  manual  jokes  and  finger-end  xcit :  they 
had  written  anonymous  letters  which  disturbed  the 
neighborhood ;  tliey  had  propagated  reports  which 
had  embroiled  families ;  they  had  sent  presents  of 
picked  bones  to  the  thrifty,  and  of  combs  to  gentle- 
men whose  hair  did  not  please  them,  looking-glasses 
to  the  ugly,  and  spiders  and  beetles  to  those  afraid 
of  reptiles:  they  had  sprinkled  their  friends'  drawers 
and  wardrobes  witii  vitriol ;  they  had  bribed  ser- 
vants to  convey  a  little  cut  horse-hair  into  the 
beds  of  young  men  who  would  not  dance  :  they  had 
sewed  up  nightcapS;  pasted  gloves  together,  and  let 
down  the  strings  of  an  instrument  just  tuned  to 
concert-pitch  :  they  had  recommended  the  finishing 
a  beautiful  chalk-drawing  with  snuif  of  candle,  and 
had  obtained  letters  of  refusal  or  acceptance  of 
overtures  which  they  had  forged.  With  this  cele- 
brity they  came  to  Brighton,  and  made  themselves 
the  witnesses  of  their  merits,  by  leaving  their  vi- 
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biting-tickets  inscribed  ^  The  outrageous  IMiss 
Lawlesses.'  But  the  gay  attempt  was  a  little  like 
that  of  laughing  on  the  rack ;  for  their  courage  had 
been  cooled  by  the  necessity  of  subscribing  an 
apology  for  some  wit  more  atrocious  than  ordinary; 
the  apology  had  got  into  circulation,  and  perhaps, 
had  they  not  viliiied  themselves,  they  might  have 
sunk  to  the  level  of  other  pitiable  fools. 

Will  it,  can  it  be  credited,  that  with  these  de- 
cisive indications  of  character  about  them,  the 
eldest  had  once  been  the  object  of  the  tendcrest 
passion  to  a  man  amiable,  worthy,  and  distin- 
guished !  Yet  such  was  the  fact ;  and  on  the  re- 
collection of  it,  we  never  presume  to  tell  our  young 
rantipole  friends  that  they  are  diminishing  their 
chances  for  getting  a  lover.  In  no  affair  of  this  life, 
does  that  blind  power,  which  we  more  blindly  call 
chance,  appear  to  rule  with  so  much  despotism  as 
in  that  of  marriage — the  most  important  concern, 
certainly,  of  this  life !  Old  ladies  have  pretended 
to  explain  this  influence  by  Mrs.  B 's  sensi- 
ble reply  to  the  question,  how  she  contrhved  to 
marry  her  daughters  so  well,  when  she  said  *  By 
not  contrimng  at  all  about  it ;'  but  this,  however 
well  it  may  sound,  does  nothing  in  the  way  of  in- 
formation, since  we  know  huni'eds  who  never 
contrived  ; — but  alas  !  their  daughters  are  neither 
duchesses,  marchionesses,  countesses,  nor  even 
esquires'  ladies. — The  system  of  non-contrivance 
is  therefore  not  infallible. 

We  have  been  next  referred  to  the  Duchess  of 

'. — ' — —  and  the  gay  Mrs.  Y- ,  who  certainly 

if 
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if  success  implies  skill,  maybe  trusted:  tlicT/ sccin 
to  have  lived  for  no  purpose  but  to  ci>utrivc  :  the 
one  has  let  slip  her  little  pack  of  female  beao;les  ; 
and  the  other  has  ruddled  up  her  girls'  cheeks 
with  stupendous  etfect:  but  yet  of  the  thousands 
who  have,  to  the  best  of  their  abilities,  done  the 
same,  not  one-hundredth  part  have  met  with  any 
success.     We  remain  puzzled. 

But  in  the  case  of  l\liss  Lawless,  though  we 
still  must  always  be  astonished  that  any  man  iu 
his  senses  could  think  of  her,  as  to  be  made  /lis 
by  any  kind  of  vow  or  purchase,  som.ething  of 
treachery  must  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  Nature ; 
for  few  things  ever  came  more  finished  from  her 
plastic  hand,  than  the  person  of  Ivliss  Lawless. 
To  Llie  common  advantages  of  a  fine  complexion, 
fine  eyes,  fine  hair,  just  height,  and  correct  pro- 
portion, she  had  added  features  that  would  have 
formed  the  study  of  an  artist,  and  a  countenance 
the  most  ingenuous,  the  most  liberal :  every  limb 
was  turned  in  the  finest  mould ;  every  joint  was 
the  most  finished  workmanship  :  purely  feminine, 
2nore  agile  than  robust,  living  on  her  animal  spirits 
rather  than  on  gross  aliments,  she  seemed  to  owe 
her  brisk  health  more  to  a  vivacity  that  gave  no 
access  to  disease,  than  to  any  strength  of  consti- 
tution ;  and  hg.d  that  vivacity  been  controled  or 
controlable,  she  mio^ht  have  looked  for  something: 
beyond  passion  in  the  admiration  she  excited  ;  but 
skittish,  capricious,  never  knowing  her  own  mind, 
and  prone  to  violence  and  mischief,  she  carried 
about  her,  an  antidote  to  her  personal  fascination^, 

strong 
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strong  enough,  except  in  the  instance  we  have 
hinted  at,  to  save  the  worthy  from  being  her  dupes. 

The  lover  whose  passion  got  the  better  of  every 
conviction  of  his  judgment,  was  a  soldier  of  rank 
and  wealth  :  assiduities  had  made  his  way  to  her  at- 
tention ;  and  as  there  was  every  thing  to  flatter 
her  vanity,  she  suffered  him  to  love  her,  but  with 
such  fits  of  coldness  and  perverseness  on  her  part, 
such  vicissitudes  of  affronting  offences  and  depreci- 
ating contumelies,  as  frequently  broke  off  the  in- 
tercourse. When  intolerably  ill-treated,  he  would 
exile  himself  for  two  days  ;  but  on  the  third,  he 
would  write  to  her,  intreating  her  to  do  something 
to  justify  to  himself  his  returning.  At  length,  all 
preliminaries  were  settled,  houses  taken  and  relin- 
quished in  the  hope  of  pleasing  her  at  last,  furni- 
ture prepared  and  rejected,  and  then  preferred  to 
what  was  offered  in  its  stead :  every  article  of  ex- 
pence,  that  she  saw  elsewhere,  added  to  her  de- 
mands and  his  compliances  ;  and  his  patience 
having  weathered  every  thing,  the  day  that  was  to 
reward  him,  seemed  at  hand,  when,  on  a  new  in- 
sult, his  friends  interfered,  and  convincing  him 
that  he  had  not  the  use  of  his  reason,  prevailed  on 
him  to  suffer  cooler  heads  to  think  for  him  :  he 
made  one  plunge,  extricated  himself,  and  going  to 
the  continent,  sought  and  found  a  military  grave. 
Miss  Lawless,  nothing  daunted  or  dejected,  called 
on  her  friends  to  congratulate  her  on  her  release, 
and  set  out  afresh  in  her  career  of  wondrous  folly. 

These  girls  had  been  objects  of  Lord  Luxmore's 
implacable  dislike ;   and  from  Gertrude  they  had 

received 
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received  nothing  but  the  most  distant  civility. 
The  countess  took  them  up  warmly  as  '  the  best- 
tempered  creatures  in  the  world,'  and  '  only  a  little 
giddy/  The  disesteem  in  which  their  mother  was 
held,  made  them  gladly  shelter  themselves  under 
I.ady  Luxmore's  rank ;  and  they  had  attained  the 
power  of  flattering  her  and  making  her  ridiculous, 
with  countenances  perfectly  steady.  With  Ger- 
trude, they  had  never  presumed  to  take  any  liberty  : 
if  the  intention  had  ever  formed  itself  in  their 
minds,  her  protectress's  treatment  of  her,  which 
they  had  occasionally  witnessed,  might  probably 
have  roused  a  little  pity  in  her  defence;  for  the 
mischievous  are  not  always  cruel ;  and  it  is  a  bad 
human  heart  indeed,  that  does  not  sometimes  in- 
dulge in  the  weakness  of  humanity. 

These  ladies  were  to  be  the  substitutes  of  Ger- 
trude Aubrey  ;  and  the  tried  integrity  of  twenty- 
one  years,  was  to  yield  to  the  unfavorable  experi- 
ence of  about  as  many  days  !  By  a  new  arrange- 
ment, of  Mrs.  Lawless's  suggestion,  to  accommo- 
date the  countess,  or  spare  herself,  the  young  ladies 
were  to  be  Lady  Luxmore's  guests  till  she  de- 
parted for  London,  whither  the  elder  was  to  ac- 
company her.  In  this  visit,  which  was  to  be  suc- 
ceeded by  one  from  Miss  Lucy,  they  fancied  they 
should  meet  the  desideratum  of  their  anxiety,  an 
introduction  to  superior  rank  ; — and  not  admitting 
into  their  calculation,  any  ideas  so  low  as  those 
which  the  experiment  must  realise  on  their  ar- 
rival, preparations  were  making  for  high  life  not 
at  all  suited  to  the  countess's  style  of  living  at 

home. 
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liome.  Judging  from  the  earl's  share  in  the  liberal 
establishnicnt,  that  her  ladyship's  nuist  be  liberal ;, 
and  from  the  propriety  v»hich  characterised  what 
concerned  him,  that  they  must  meet  with  what 
was  pro[)cr  to  persons  of  distinguished  rank,  they 
had  no  dt3ubt  of  their  felicity  in  this  new  scene  of 
life ;  and  desirous  to  enter  on  it  without  encum- 
brances^ Miss  Lawless  took  the  first  opportunity 
of  affronting  her  Scots  Grey,  and  Miss  Lucy  re- 
fused, point  blank,  the  more  formal  offer  of  a  Mark- 
lane  merchant,  who,  left  heir  to  immense  wealth, 
and  yet  feeling  that  he  wanted  something  to  set 
him  at  ease,  fancied  that  a  dashing  wife  would  *  do 
the  business,'  and  that  Miss  Lucy  Lawless  was 
'  the  girl  for  his  money.' 

At  dinner,  Gertrude  received  from  her  njessen- 
ger  to  Lady  Elma,  the  disappointing  tidings  that 
she  was  absent,  and  not  expected  home  till  late 
in  the  evening.  The  countess  seemed  to  under- 
stand the  message  as  a  confirmation  of  her  pre- 
diction ;  but  Gertrude  saw  it  only  as  a  fresh  de-' 
mand  on  her  patience.  An  engagement  to  intro- 
duce-the  ^  outrat^eous  ladies'  at  a  miscellaneous 
party,  released  her  from  the  countess  and  her  fa- 
vorites in  the  evening ;  and  as  they  took  Ger- 
trude's place  at  the  toilette,  she  was  at  liberty, 
from  dinner-time,  to  ruminate  on  her  unascertained 
destiny.  Conceiving  it  unhandsome  to  interest 
any  one  but  Lady  Elma,  while  her  opinion  was  to 
be  sought,  she  did  not  make  use  of  the  opportunity 
to  engage  Miss  Le  Sage,  or  any  other  person  who 

^  had 
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iaad  shewn  her  civility,  in  her  cause  ;  but  hopini^ 
the  next  day  would  afford  her  some  direction  for 
proceeding,  she  endeavored  to  be  tranquil. 

She  was  in  the  breakfast-room,  the  ensuing 
morning,  at  her  usual  hour ;  but  tiie  countess  was 
before  her,  making  a  solitary  meal ;  for  the  Miss 
Lawlesses,  who  had  promised  to  rise  at  any  time 
she  prescribed,  were  not  yet  to  be  heard  of;  and 
with  all  her  love  tor  '  the  dear  girls,'  her  ladyship 
preferred  the  pleasure  of  mortifying  Gertrude  to 
that  of  waiting  for  them.  She  looked  a  little 
doubtful  as  to  her  next  move,  when  Gertrude  en- 
tered :  but  she  returned  her  good-morrow,  and 
allowed  her  to  fill  her  cup  for  herself,  and  to  eat 
the  little  she  could  eat,  in  silence. 

The  social  meal  was  not  over,  when  Mr.  Mudd's 
carriage    with   Lady  Elma,    drove   to  the    door. 
Lady  Luxmore,  on  seeing  it,  said,  '  I  cannot  be 
troubled  just  now,   J\liss  Aubrey,    with  your  vi- 
sitors :' — but  she  had  no  choice ;    for  Lady  Elma, 
accustomed  to  all  the  ^  entrees,''  was  in  the  room 
before  she  could  be  warned  off:    and  taking  no 
pains  to  disguise  her   astonishment  or  her   warm 
feelings,  she  began  to  question  the  protectress  and 
the  protegee  on  the  situation  of  affairs.     The  for- 
mer had  to  tell,  that  her  husband  and  herself  were 
parted,  she  hoped,  '  never  to  meet  again :'  the  latter 
had  nothing  to  add  to  w  hat  she  had  said  by  writing. 
Gertrude  had  only  to  let  her  ladyship  tell  her 
own  story.     She  might  safely   have  done  as  did 
the  baker,  whose  mad  neighbor  dispersed  handbills 
jvarning  the  public  not  to  deal  with  him,  because 

his 
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his  bread  was  made  up  with  arsenic ; — she  might 
liave  reprinted  and  republished  the  libel ;  and  in 
proportion  to  its  circulation,  would  have  been  the 
diminution  of  its  credit. 

Lord  Luxmore  had  not  been  wanting  in  enabling 
Lady  Elma  to  judge  of  the  dissimilar  conduct 
of  the  ladies  of  his  family  in  his  time  of  need  ; 
and  though  she  had,  with  becoming  prudence  and  ■ 
good-breeding,  replied  only  by  such  expressions 
as  made  the  perversities  of  Lady  Luxmore  hu- 
morous, she  did  not  listen  the  less  attentively. 
Her  subsequent  opinion  she  could  form  for  herself; 
for  however  well  we  may  behave  before  personsr 
whose  observation  we  expect  at  stated  times,  and 
are  released  from  at  long  intervals,  every  approach 
to  domestic  familiarity  lessens  caution.  Lady  Li- 
ma had  seen  the  countess  at  the  card-table,  and 
had  found  fresh  occasion  to  remark  on  the  power 
of  cards  to  bring  out  *  the  ill- humors:'  she  had 
witnessed  her  professions  of  kindness  to  a  pretty 
modest  lively  girl,  and  the  withdrawing  of  all  no- 
tice on  the  occurrence  of  an  accident  which  made 
her  correct  a  magnifying  mistake  of  her  ladyship's 
as  to  her  fortune.  She  had  been  at  hand  when, 
entering  the  drawing-room,  to  give  orders  to  her 
milliner,  and  finding  her  suddenly  taken  ill,  she 
had  retreated  in  haste,  and  sent  the  butler  '  to  besc 
the  woman  to  leave  the  house.'  She  had  w  itnessed 
in  her  that  mortifiable  pride  which  needs  to  rise 
many  steps  higher  to  be  excusable.  She  had 
watched  various  attempts  to  frustrate  the  inten- 
tbns  of  such  as  w  ould  have  been  civil  to  her  de- 
pendent. 
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pendent.  She  had  heard  Mr.  Reynardson  shrewdly 
remark  that  her  low  cares,  and  thewant  of  mental 
digestion,  produced  the  effect  of  shewing  the  move- 
ment, not  the  dial,  of  a  watch,  to  tell  the  hour.  Even 
in  her  Sunday-habits,  it  was  evident  that  she  took 
up  religion,  or  the  profession  of  it,  as  a  variation  of 
amusement ;  and  in  short,  the  countess  gave  herself 
at  every  opportunity  too  just  a  character  to  mis- 
lead. 

It  has  been  observed  of  some  unfortunately  tem- 
pered acquaintance,  that  nine  days  is  the  utmost 
period  of  tension  to  which  they  can  stretch  their 
scanty  mantle  of  assumed  civility ;  if  Lady  Lux- 
more's  had  lasted  beyond  this  time,  it  was  because 
the  contact  was  not  the  closest  possible,  or  because 
she  thought  herself  a  gainer  in  reputation  by  the 
intimacy. 

To  be  perfectly  ingenuous,  even  in  things  ut- 
terly without  importance  or  any  probable  conse- 
quence, experience  shews  to  be  a  task  beyond  the 
power  of  many.  '  Any  thing  but  the  truth,'  though 
the  truth  be,  in  every  way,  a  preferable  resource, 
seems  the  axiom  of  the  multitude.  There  are  sug- 
gestions of  cunning  and  selfishness  always  at  hand 
to  delude  us;  and  the  reason  for  an  action,  is  nine 
times  in  ten,  particularly  by  women,  fabricated 
after  it  is  called  for  *'.     The  bad  chronology,  in 

which 

*  A  lady  of  higli  rank  asked  her  neighbor  in  the  country 
why  the  ornamental  pieces  of  water  in  their  pleasure-grounds 
looked  so  differently.  *  Your's,'  said  the  marchioness, 
*  always    looks  clean  and    transparent;     mine    is    always 

VOL.  IV.  L  muddy, 
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which  this  involves  them  is  ludicrous,  if  we  can 
make  sport  out  of  the  moral  delinquency  of  a  fellow- 
creature.  But  in  the  present  instance,  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  Lady  Luxmore  should  tell  the 
truth  : — not  even  Gertrude's  presence  to  confront 
her,  could  give  her  the  power  of  being  honest : — she 
talked  of  a  little  tiff  bctzvcen  them — of  her  bchig  of 
age — of  her  never  having  designed  to  keep  her 
longer— ^hd  of  i/oimg  people  seeing  the  too  rid. 

Lady  Elma  could  discern  truth  through  a  mist ; 
and  in  the  monologue  of  the  countess,  she  had  all 
the  information  necessary  to  acquit  her  ^  young 
friend.  I'oo  well  bred  to  censure,  and  too  judici- 
ous to  embroil  herself  by  an  attempt  to  reconcile  the 
oppressor  to  the  oppressed,  she  affected  to  feel  ob- 
liged to  Lady  Luxmore  for  giving  up  Gertrude^ 
and  considering  her  dismission  as  settled,  she 
pressed  her  to  return  with  her  to  IMr.  jMudd's.  ^  As 
this  was  a  step  not  immediately  to  be  resolved  on, 
Lady  Elma  invited  her  to  walk  with  her  to  her 
dwellinjy  in  Bricrhton  :  and  to  this  she  assented. 

In  their  way,  Lady  Elma  called  on  Lady  Wa- 
veney,  who  on  hearing  that  Miss  Aubrey,  now  be- 
ing of  age,  was  at  liberty,  pressed  her  to  spend 
\vith  her,  the  period  of  Lady  Caroline's  absence  with 
Sir  Philip  and  Lady  Paula.     ^  I  think,'  said  the 

muddy,  and  c(^;vcred  with  a  green  scum.'  *  Your  trees  hang 
over  ir/  said  the  questioned  neighbor,  '  mine  has  no  trees 
near  It,  but  is  quite  exposed  to  the  sun  and  air.'  The  mar- 
chioness cal'lod  her  gardener,  *  Here,'  fuiid  she,  '  Lady- 

has  told  me  Avhy  the  water  looks  ^so  foul^  she  says  it  is 
iiil  your  Ja2Eincss,' 

good 
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good  lady,  '  we  shall  have  another  bustle  soon  in 
my  house;  for  Caroline  writes  me  word  that  thev 
are  within  two  miles  of  the  place  where  Lord  Port- 
argis  is  quartered;  and  I  hear  he  is  very  attentive 
to  her.'  '  Nonsense,  my  dear  Lady  Waveney,'  said 
Lady  Elma ;  '  you  are  always  fancying  schemes  for 
your  daughters;  —  people  tell  you  these  things  to 
please  and  amuse  you;  but  I  can  assure  you,  Port- 
argis  has  no  such  idea.  I  had  a  letter  from  him 
only  yesterday,  in  which  I  am  sure  he  told  me 
the  whole  state  of  his  heart; — don't  believe  any  such 
nonsense,  I  beseech  you  :  it  can  end  in  nothing  but 
disappointment.' 

^  Why  sure  !  Lady  Elma,'  replied  the  irritable 
care-worn  countess,  I  may  speak  of  my  own  con- 
cerns:— you  say  I  am  always  fancying:  I  wonder 
you  can  think  so;  for  I'm  sure  I  knew  nothing  of 
Lady  Paula's  attachment  to  Sir  Philip  ;  and  if  any 
body  had  told  me  of  it,  I  would  not  have  believed 
it.' 

In  this  probability,  Lady  Elma  concurred  ;  and 
they  were  leaving  the  house,  when  Mrs.  Mammon, 
who  had  just  learnt  from  Mr.  Reynardson  that  Miss 
Aubrey  was  about  to  leave  her  situation,  came  in 
quest  of  her,  to  make  her  the  obliging  offer  of  a 
sort  of  partnership  for  a  few  months,  in  which 
Gertrude's  contributing  half  of  every  expence,  was 
to  enable  Mrs.  Mammon  to  seek  a  little  new  plea- 
sure, and  run  away  from  her  home  and  herself,  if 
possible.  *  I  love,'  said  she,  '  my  dear  young 
lady,  to  have  every  thing  settled,  and  down  in 
black  and  white  :  so  I  have  just  drawn  out  a  little 

L  2  plan  : — 
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plan: — we  live  togetlicr,  you  understand  me;  but 
eaeh  of  us  has  our  separate  bed-room,  and  our  own 
maid  separate  on  board  wages.  Tea  and  rolls  for 
breakfast,  one  roll  each : — dinner,  one  day  a 
chicken,  the  next,  two  pounds  of  mutton  chops ; 
perhaps  a  pound  and  half  may  do,  if  you  are  no 
great  eater; — then  tea,  and  perhaps  an  egg  a-piece 
for  supper : — it  will  all  come,  I  dare  say  within  a 
guinea  and  half  a  week  each,  and  we  can  be  very 
comfortable. — Such  an  offer  did  not  suit  Ger- 
trude's iiiclination  at  all  more  than  her  purse  ;  and 
it  was,  with  very  little  of  acknowledgment,  de- 
clined for  her  by  Lady  Elma. 

However  encouraging  the  report  of  Mr.  ^ludd's 
kind  interest  for  her,  Gertrude  could  not  prevail  on 
herself  to  claim  the  hos})itality  of  his  family  on  such 
slight  acquaintance  ;  nor  could  she  accept  Lady 
Ehna's  offer  to  withdraw  herself  from  her  friends, 
while  her  afhiirs  remained  in  a  state  of  indecision. 
On  licr  ladyship's  part,  therefore,  their  conversation 
ended  in  useful  advice  and  assurances  of  service. 
and  on  Gertrude's,  in  a  promise  that  on  Lady  Lux- 
more's  quitting  the  house,  hev protegee  would,  if  not 
otherwise  provided  w^ith  a  home,  waive  all  scruples 
and  ask  a  shelter,  under  her  introduction  to  I\Ir. 
Mudd's  family. 

Returning  home  in  sad  dejection  after  having 
seen  Lady  Elma  depart, — hating  tlie  siglit  of  the 
bouse,  and  most  particularly,  every  thing  in  i^ 
wiiich,  before,  had  contributed  to  her  pleasures,  she 
found  iicrself  within  hearing  of  all  the  commotion 
iiecessariiy  preceding  the  enjoyment  of  the  ball  for 

the 
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the  evening,  to  which  the  Miss  Lawlesses  had  pre- 
vailed on  the  countess,  in  spite  of  much  indisposi- 
tion and  many  reasonable  objections,  to  chaperon 
them  :  the  intercourse  with  their  own  dweUing  was 
tiiat  of  a  neighborhood  in  an  alarm  of  tire ;  but  in- 
ternally all  was,  with  them,  delight  as  well  as  hurr}'. 
Gertrude  offered  her  services  to  Lady  Luxmore  ; 
but  they  being  stiffly  refused,  she  retired  to  her  o^vn 
chamber,  as  the  only  privileged  place,  to  begin  writ- 
ing to  Mr.  Sydenham  on  the  subject  of  her  dis- 
tresses and  her  views,  witli  a  hope  of  interesting 
him  in  that  which  lay  very  near  her  heart,  the  en- 
(|uiry  for  her  mother ;  but  the  attempt  was  nearly 
all  she  could  make  ;  and  overpowered  l)y  tlie  awful 
prospect  of  a  desert  world  before  her,  she  laid  down 
her  pen,  in  tears. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  LXXV. 

Going  home  from  the  ball.  A  severe  cold.  Situations  offered* 
A  step-mother  and  step-daughter.  Troublesome  guests. 
Attention  in  sickness.  Subdued  obstinacy.  Humiliation. 
Better  proceedings.  Forethought  recommended,  A  nervous 
fever.  The  energy  of  friendship.  Contrasted  attentions. 
Gratitude,  Genuine  anecdotes  of  charity.  Travelling  ar^ 
rangements. 

The  next  day  at  noon,  a  different  sort  of  bustle  en- 
sued :  the  party  had  come  home  very  late  from  the 
ball,  as  ^  the  outrageous  ladies'  would  not  give  up 
the  joy  sofa  Z>o?/ to  O'er  at  sun-rise;  and  the  patience 
of  Lady  Luxmore's  coachman  having  been  ex- 
hausted, he  had  retreated  to  a  public-house,  where 
he  had  soon  rendered  himself  unfit  for  the  station 
he  occupied;  and  her  ladyship,  in  a  mistling nlorn- 
ing  and  dress  shoes,  had  been  prevailed  on  by  the 
hardihood  of  her  companions,  to  venture  home  on 
foot :  the  consequence  was  what  may  be  guessed ; 
she  was  completely  ill. 

Finding  herself  unable  to  rise,  and  perhaps 
ashamed  to  apply  to  the  asssistance  she  had  often 
ungraciously  refused,  she  had  sent  for  the  nymphs 
to  her  bed-side.  They  were  not  awake  :  she  or- 
dered them  to  be  roused:  they  declined  rising. 
Gertrude  heard  the  situation  of  the  countess,  and 
immediately  sent  a  request  to  be  admitted  ;  it  was 
rejected, 

The 
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The  young  ladies  at  length  got  up  ;  and  having 
ordered  their  breakfast  in  their  own  apartment,  that 
their  having  risen  might  be  a  secret  till  they  chose 
to  appear,  they  spent  an  hour  over  the  tea-table, 
talking  of  ^  the  dear  fellows'  and  *  the  odious  wo- 
men' of  the  preceding  evening,  and  then  found  lei- 
sure to  see  their  patroness.  They  went  to  her 
chamber;  and  in  the  hope  of  making  them  useful, 
her  ladyship  was  inclined  to  forget  that  they  had 
not  come  at  her  first  bidding  ;  but  the  scene  did  not 
suit  them;  and  making  a  pretence  of  enquiring,  for 
a  moment,  after  their  mother,  they  consulted  their 
health,  and  went  out  to  walk,  in  hopes,  either  of 
getting  rid  of  their  fatigue,  or  of  meeting  some  of 
their  partners  in  it. 

In  a  short  time,  the  apothecary  came  ;  and  find- 
ing his  patient  seriously  ill  with  an  increasing  in- 
flammation on  iier  lungs,  he  wished  to  leave  direc- 
tions with  Miss  Aubrey,  of  whose  attention  he  had 
had  experience;  but  Lady  Luxmore,  not  yet 
taught  by  suffering  to  be  wise  or  ingenuous,  pre- 
cluded herself  from  any  advantage  she  might  have 
obtained  from  her  care,  by  saying  she  was  engaged : 
her  ladyship  was  therefore  committed  to  the  consci- 
entious guardianship  of  her  maid,  who  took  the  fa- 
vorable opportunity,  while  sittting  by  her  bedside,  to 
beg  she  would  provide  herself  with  a  servant,  as  no 
one  could  live  in  the  house  with  the  Miss  Lawlesses. 

!Mrs.  IMammon  once  informed  of  Gertrude's  si- 
tuation, the  common-cryer  could  not  have  served 
her  better  in  publishing  it ;  and  in  the  course  of 
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the  morning,  she  had  calls  from  several  persons 
in  want  either  of  a  companion  for  themselves,  or 
a  governness  for  children.  Neither  rejecting  nor 
accepting,  wherever  the  treaty  did  not  break  off,  she 
begged  time  to  consult  Lady  Luxmore ;  and  by 
-  this  ostensible  reference,  removed  those  expres- 
sions of  pity  for  her,  and  censure  on  the  countess, 
which  would  have  availed  the  one  as  little  as  the 
other. 

There  was  so  little,  in  any  of  these  visits,  of 
consideration  for  the  sore  state  of  her  mind,  that, 
however  disposed  she  was  to  conquer  every  feeling 
of  pride,  she  could  not  but  perceive  she  had  an 
ordeal  to   go  through  in  her  way  to  a  painful  de* 
pendence:  point-blank  questions  respecting  ability, 
which  modesty  could  not  answer  satisfactorily,  were 
succeeded  by  pecuniary  discussions,  and  hints  that 
those  who  went  out  into  the  world  inexperienced, 
must  be  content  with  small  remuneration.     In  one 
instance,   the  applicant  deplored  her  own  uncom- 
mon ill-fortune  in  the  education  of  her  daughter. 
She  had  but  one,  and  she  wanted  '  nothing  parti- 
cular in  a  governess — she  had  had  three  in  a  year 
— one  was  too  refined — another  too  coarse — and 
the  third  had  been  mistaken  for  mistress  of  the 
house. — '  Whoever  came  to  her,  must  be  content 
to  live  entirely  in   the  school-room — they  must 
not  expect  ever  to  be  asked  into  the  drawing-room, 
or  to  take  tea  or  wine.'     The  salary  was  liberal,  or 
the  lady's  case  must  have  been  desperate  every 
where. 

A  gen* 
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A  gentleman  came  :  he  had  lost  his  wife — he  was 
a  plain  honest- looking  personage,  near  sixty,  if  his 
lines  told  true  :  he  wanted  *  nothing  but  French  and 
good  humor;'  and  for  this  he  would  pay  thirty 
pounds  a  year  ;  but  whoever  he  took  '  mubt  look  a 
little  after  his  comfort,  and  play  a  little  backgam- 
mon, when  his  Sally  was  gone  to  bed.' 

Next  came  a  beautiful  young  wonran,  with  every 
appendage  of  wealth  and  elegance.  She  brought 
in  one  hand  a  lovely  little  girl,  and  in  the  other  a 
very  small  volume,  which  she  introduced  in  the 
course  of  her  enquiries,  as  a  publication  owing  its 
origin  to  the  lady  who  had  educated  iier,  and  for 
which  she  professed  to  have  the  highest  respect. 
'  It  is  to  this  book,'  said  she,  *  that  I  owe  every 
thing.  1  always  got  the  prize  in  our  society,  for 
English ;  and  1  learnt  it  all  from  this  little  dear 
book.  I  cannot  let  any  body  come  into  my  family, 
who  will  not  promise  to  teach  by  it' 

*  Will  you  allow  me,  madam,  to  look  at  it  ?'  said 
Gertrude  respectfully. 

The  child  was  made  the  bearer,  and  Gertrude 
became  rapidly  enlightened ;  for  in  the  first  page 
she  learnt  that  '  Etymology  treats  of  the  different 
sorts  of  words,  or  parts  of  speech,  and  their  deriva- 
tion and  variation.'  ^  Syntax,'  she  was  informed, 
'  instructs  us  how  to  join  words  in  a  sentence ;'  and 
'  Prosody  teaches  the  rules  of  pronunciation  and 
versification.'  Turning  over,  she  found  an  excellent 
hint  for  detecting  a  verb  by  prefixing  to  to  it;  but 
happening  to  read  this  line  aloud,  with  a  view  to 
know  whether  this  rule  met  the  lady's  concurrence, 
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the  child  called  out  ^  t\vo  shoes,  mama ;'  and  it  was 
hardly  possible  to  proceed.  The  lady,  however, 
Mould  not  desert  the  cause  she  had  espoused  ;  she 
brought  many  cases  in  point;  and  Gertrude  listen- 
ed with  good-manners,  if  not  with  complacence : 
but  though  the  lady  had  much  the  advantage  of  her 
in  facility  of  speech,  and  there  was  on  the  part  of 
her  auditor,  very  little  disposition  to  cavil,  prin- 
ciples could  not  be  abandoned,  and  common-sense 
was  not  to  be  lightly  renounced.  Half  an  hour's 
conversation  therefore  ended  in  Gertrude's  saying 
modestly,  *  I  am  afraid,  niadam,  I  should  have  to 
learn  my  own  language  again,  before  I  could  teach 
it  on  this  plan.' 

'  Very  possibly,'  said  the  visitor ;  '  it  is  not  every 
body  that  have  turned  their  mind  to  these  things ; 
but  I  cannot  give  up  the  point :  I  was  with  the 
dear  woman  hve  years,  and  I  married  in  three 
months  after  I  left  her ;  and  I  am  sure  it  was  a 
letter  of  mine  that  made  Mr. make  his  pro- 
posals. He  did  not  know  me  the  least,  at  the  time ; 
but  he  saw  the  letter,  and  asked  my  aunt  who 
wrote  it,  and  when,  she  said  it  was  me,  he  said,  then 
that  wpman  shall  be  my  wife  ;  and  so  I  was  ;  and 
We  have  every  thing  in  the  first  style.  Come, 
poppet,  take  the  book. — Good  morning — I  wish 
we  could  have  suited. ;    but  I  cannot  give  up  the 


grammar. 


Much  .more .that  was  consolini:^  and  encourai^iniT, 
was  contained  in  the  following  letter  from  Miss  Le 
Sage. 

'  My 
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*  My  dear  j\Iadam, 

*  What  can  you  think  of  me,  if  I  say,  that  I  ne- 
ver was  so  happy  as  since  I  have  heard  that  you  are 
in  a  state  of  anxiety  ?  My  mother  says  I  have  cer- 
tainly prevailed  on  Lady  Luxmore  to  give  you  up 
— so  ardently  and  so  hopelessly  have  I  prayed  she 
would  do  so  !  hut,  indeed,  I  am  innocent  in  all  but 
fny  wishes. 

/  I  am  so  delighted,  that  I  can  hardly  explain 
myself — yet  I  am  so  impatient  for  your  decision, 
that  I  must  be  brief.  ]\Iy  good  mother  commis- 
sions  me  to  invite  you,  on  the  terms  of  a  youno-er 
daughter,  to  reside  with  us,  while  we  can  make  vou 
happy.  I  would  accept  you  as  a  younger  sister; 
but  that  I  feel  your  superiority,  and  wish  your 
years  excused  me.  You  are  not  to  forea'o  any  of 
your  pursuits — an  independence,  even  of  ourselves, 
awaits  you  ;  and  all  we  can  do,  and  more  than  all, 
you  will  merit,  if  you  will  assist  me  in  rockino-  the 
cradle  of  my  dear  mother's  declining  age,  and  di- 
minish the  anxiety  I  feel  in  thinking  she  has  only 
my  precarious  life  to  depend  on,  for  those  cares 
which  her  years  demand  and  her  sweet  temper 
makes  it  an  agreeable  task  to  offer  her. 

*  If  you  can  arrange  the  matter  to  your  satisfac- 
tion, lose  not  an  instant,  I  beseech  you,  as  we  are 
going  from  this  place  shortly,  to  our  home  in  Hert- 
fordshire ;  and  we  must  have  you  so  completely 
domesticated  with  us,  as  to  enjoy  our  return 
tljither. 

*  Your's  in  all  sincerity, 

'  Constance  Le  Sage.* 

Kindness, 
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Kindness,  such  as  this,  could  not  be  received  too 
gratefully.  Gertrude  acknowledged  it  in  Mriting, 
promised  a  speedy  decision,  and  Iclt  cheared.  She 
could  not  bring  herself  to  accept  excessive  obliga- 
tion ;  but  she  hoped  she  might  be  able  to  earn 
whatever  was  necessary  to  her  comfort  and  her 
purpose ;  and  what  she  had  seen  of  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Le  Sage,  recommended  'them  to  her  as  persons 
from  whom  she  could  receive  whatever  favors  she 
merited,  without  abject  humiliation. 

These  ladies  afforded  an  example  which  we  ar- 
dently desire  to  see  folio v^ed.  They  were  in  the  re- 
lation to  each  other,  of  step-mother  and  step- daugh- 
ter ;  and  never  had  any  of  the  proverbial  evil  of  a 
parent's  second  marriage,  interrupted  their  affec- 
tion, or  disturbed  their  peace  ;  yet  J\Irs.  Le  Sage 
came  into  the  situation,  when  the  young  lady  Avas 
more  than  twelve  years  old.  '  I  should  have  been 
dead  long  ago,'  would  Miss  Le  Sage  say,  *  if  my 
father  had  not  married  a  second  time.  I  was  in- 
dulged to  excess  by  him  and  his  servants ;  and  t 
fear  much  of  the  ill-health  I  have  experienced,  had 
its  foundation  in  suppers  of  wild-fowl,  and  dinners 
of  still  worse  things,  which  my  new  mother  kindly 
took  away,  with  tenderness  on  her  part  and  convic- 
tion on  mine.' 

'  I  always  wished,'  said  the  old  lady,  '  that  it 
might  be  my  lot  to  marry  a  widower  with  a  child. 
I  had  seen  so  much  of  the  idle  misery  of  a  young 
friend  of  mine,  during  the  first  year  of  her  marriage, 
M'hen  she  had  every  thing  in  too  complete  order  to 
find  employment  for  her  hands,  and  was  shaken 

out 
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out  of  her  former  habits,  and  not  settled  in  her 
new  ones,  that  I  wished  for  a  ready-made  fam'dif ; 
and  had  Mr.  Le  Sage  had  ten  children,  it  would 
have  been  no  objection  to  nic.  1  saw  it  was  verv 
possible  to  win  the  good  opinion  of  children,  and 
that  it  must  be  my  own  fault  if  I  did  notconunand 
respect;  and  having  generally  observed  justice  re- 
turned with  justice  from  children  and  servants,  un- 
less thero  is  some  imprudence  on  our  part,  on  this 
principle,  net  roughly  enforced,  I  proceeded  with 
niy  readij-made  daughter.  Thank  Cod  !  it  has 
produced  the  pleasantest  effects :  we  have  always 
lived  as  friends  ;  and  I  trust  there  is  no  danger 
now  of  our  living  otherwise.' 

In  another  way,  was  a  useful  example  to  be  de- 
rived from  one  of  these  ladies.  Miss  Le  Sage  had 
been,  till  sixteen,  distinguislied  for  the  beauty  of 
her  face,  and  the  symmetry  of  her  person.  It 
had  been  supposed  that  she  had  had  the  small  pox 
in  her  cradle,  and  consequently  no  caution  had 
been  used  ;  she  caught  it  in  its  worst  species,  owed 
her  life  to  one  of  those  great  exertions  in  medicine, 
when  a  physician  has  said,  '  At  least  you  shall  die 
of  the  remedy  rather  than  of  the  disease,'  and  ros^ 
from  her  bed,  cruelly  disfigured  and  debilitated. 
No  care  could  prevent  deformity  :  her  tall  slender 
figure  bowed  imder  its  own  \\eight,  and  bent  even 
in  a  supine  posture ;  and  when  recovered,  the 
exchange  of  admiration  for  pity,  was  the  best  she 
had  to  hope. 

Mrs.  Le  Sage  took  every  charitable  and  judicious 
care  to  fortify  the  young  woman's  mind  against  the 

effect 
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effect  of  this  alteration:  she  hfid  been,  since  lier 
father's  second  marriage,  taught  the  value  of  her 
intellects  and  their  use,  and  was  beginning  to  per- 
ceive that  wtiat  was  most  histinn;,  if  good  in  itself, 
must  be  most  worth  attainment-  Dancing  had  a 
little  given  way  to  occupations  enjoyed  with  less 
fatigue  and  distraction ;  and  the  proper,  the  deco- 
rous, the  becoming,  had  been  ideas  introduced  at 
her  toilette  ;  but  to  be  content,  to  be  humble  under 
the  afflicting  hand  of  Providence,  to  be  thankful 
for  her  escape  from  the  grave,  as  it  lengthened  tlic 
period  in  which  she  might  acquire  the  only  favor 
worth  possessing,  were  now^  the  subjects  of  her 
step-mother's  mild  exhortations ;  and  they  were 
not  given  to  the  winds.  The  temper  of  Miss  Le 
Sage  was  unhurt;  and  excusable  in  avoiding  situ- 
ations of  public  gaze,  she  was  meritorious  in  every 
situation  in  which  she  chose  to  appear:  her  atten- 
tion was  daily  weaned  from  herself  by  her  mother's 
direction  of  it  to  objects  that  could  not  but  gratify 
her  best  feelino;s  ;  and  if  she  lost  flatterers  she 
oained  friends. 

As  she  advanced  in  life,  she  was  quoted  for  an 
agrceableness  of  manners  more  than  atoning  for 
the  accident  to  her  person  :  she  had  powers  to  en- 
tertain and  to  assist :  she  was  unobtrusive  and 
unprejudiced  :  in  her  dress  she  was  liberal  ;  and 
confining  lier  taste  to  that  which  suited  her,  she  was 
remavkable  for  neatness  and  propriety.  And  even 
in  aiming  at  these  points,  she  enjoyed  an  admira- 
ble degree  of  self-possession,  for  we  have  seen  her 
with  a  ewer  of  cream  poured  over  a  new  and  beau- 

3  tiful 
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tiful  silk  dress,  when  she  has,  neither  in  word,  look 
or  manner,  shewn  any  farther  concern  than  for  the 
person  who  had  the  mortification  to  do  the  mis- 
chief. 

Recovered  good  health  may  be  supposed  to  have 
gone  far  in  the  preservation  of  her  chearfuhiess  ; 
but  it  was  not  her  portion  :  tlie  most  irritating  dis- 
position to  fever,  seemed  ready  to  excuse  any  irri- 
tability of  temper  ;  but  if  this  effect  was  produced 
on  her  feelings,  it  was  entirely  confined  to  them, 
neither  Mrs.  Le  Sage,  nor  servants,  nor  tradesmen, 
nor  friends,  knew  when  Miss  Le  Sage's  constitutional 
sufferings  made  it  difficult  to  be  pleased. 

This  justice  rendered  to  an  exemplary  woman, 
we  now  return  to  Lady  Lux  more,  who  soon  after 
Gertrude  had  dismissed  Miss  Le  Sage's  servant, 
sent  to  i\Iiss  Aubrey  desiring  to  see  her. 

She  obeyed  instantly.  Her  ladyship  appeared 
in  a  miserable  state  of  illness  ;  and  her  maid  was 
standing  by  her,  advising  her  not  to  talk  :  advice 
she  seemed  too  much  irritated  to  take.  She  desired 
to  know  what  all  that  coming  and  going  was,  and 
represented  the  servants  as  having  complained  of 
additional  trouble  given  by  Miss  Aubrey. 

The Jilic  de  dianibre^  soon  corrected  tiiis  error: 
she  denied,  with  little  ceremony  her  having  named 
Miss  Aubrey  :  it  was  the  Miss  Lawlesses  tiiat  were 
to  be  complained  of;  they  were  in  and  out  inces-* 
santly,  in  boots  which  were  to  be  taken  oil'  and 
dried,  and  cleaned  and  put  on  again  as  often  as 
they  pleased  ;  they  brought  in  dirty  dogs  and  gentle- 
iiien  :  they  had  something  to  eat  every  hour  :  tliey 
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called  the  footaian  to  stir  the  fire,  and  went  into 
the  kitchen  to  the  torment  of  the  cook  ;  in  short, 
the  catalogue  of  their  sins  was  srowin^j  enormous, 
when  Gertrude  dismist  the  reciter,  and  took  her 
place  in  tiie  chamber. 

It  was  now  near  tive  o'clock,  and  a  message  was 
brought  to  the  countess,  who,  since  Lord  Luxmore's 
departure,  had  resumed  the  superintedence  of  tlic 
larder,  desiring  to  know  what  the  family  were  to 
liave  for  dinner  :  she,  in  a  passion  of  coughing,  would 
iiive  no  orders.  Aliss  Lawless  came  to  learn  the 
truth  of  the  report  of  a  fast ;  and,  to  her  great 
offence,  being  answered  shortly  and  sent  away, 
she  revenged  herself  by  inviting  her  sister  to  ac- 
company her  in  a  frolic  of  eating  in  the  pantry, 
and  disfiguring  what  they  could  not  dispose  of, 
Gertrude  went  dinnerless,  and  was  unconscious  of  it. 

The  apothecary  came  again.  Lady  Luxmore's 
draught,  of  which  Gertrude  had  never  heard, 
had  not  been  2;iven  her  ;  it  was  not  even  brought 
up  to  the  chamber :  she  had  had,  before  she 
called  Miss  Aubrey,  by  the  advice  of  her  maid, 
some  strong  wine  and  water  *  to  relieve  her  breath- 
ing.' The  medical  man  was  enraged ;  he  con- 
cealed neither  his  opinion  of  the  countess's  danger, 
nor  of  the  misconduct  of  her  servants:  he  asked  JNliss 
Aubrey  to  take  his  directions  and  see  them  executed; 
and  heordered  that  someone,  who  would  notneglect 
the  patient,  should  sit  up  with  her.  (lertrude  thought 
she  could  guess  who  this  personage  must  be. 

But  Lady  Luxmore's  spirit  did  not  yet  bow  :  she 
requested  the  presence  of  Miss  Lawless,  who  was 

fetched 
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fetched  from  her  mother's,  for  the  interview.  The 
countess  took  her  hand  :  the  young  lady  not  liking 
the  feverish  feel,  withdrew  it :  her  ladyship  told 
her,  in  plaintive  accents,  how  very  veiy  ill  she  vvas, 
and  hinted  in  a  very  intelligible  ^vay,  the  want  of 
some  one  to  sit  up  with  her.  '  V/ell/  replied  her  favo- 
rite, *  1  hope  you  will  not  trust  to  me,  Lady  Lux- 
more,  or  my  sister;  for  we  are  both  shocking  nurses.' 

This  was  too  '  outrageous'  to  be  tolerated,  even 
in  '  the  outrageous  Miss  Lawlesses  :' — precluded 
from  all  forgivenesSj  they  quitted  a  scene  so  little 
consentaneous  with  their  opinions  and  their  views; 
and  when  Gertrude  returned,  after  a  few  minutes' 
absence,  contrived  to  give  the  nymphs  fair  play, 
Lady  Luxmore,  in  tears,  put  out  her  burnin(T 
hand,  and  said,  '  Forgive  me,  Gatty ;  I  was  wrong  ; 
fctay  with  me.     I  believe  I  shall  never  recover  this.' 

Let  those  who  know  the  agony  of  seeing  the 
abasement  of  a  fellow-creature,  judge  o(  Gertrude's 
feelings  and  her  deportment.  Solicitous^  but  un- 
ostentatious, more  earnest  to  reconcile  Lady  Lux- 
more  to  herself,  than  to  obtain  her  favor,  she  pro- 
mised her  utmost  care,  and  recommended  silence 
and  quiet.  She  had  had  the  disease  herself,  though 
not  in  the  same  violent  degree  ;  and  she  felt  thank- 
ful for  her  experience  :  she  recollected  what  had 
afforded  her  relief:  she  could  make  tlie  pleasantest 
beverao;e  :  she  could  recommend  what  she  offered, 
by  the  neatness  with  vv^hich  it  was  presented  to  the 
eye  :  she  could  compound  saline  draughts  in  the 
quickest  effervescence;  and  she  could,  by  her 
height,  her  unencumbered  frame,  and  her  long 
limbs,  alleviate  the  ennui  of  the  sufi^erer. 

VOL.  IV.  M  Tiif* 
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The  physician  who  had  attended  the  earl  in  his 
iUness,  came  in  the  evening;  and  Lady  Lnxmore' 
condescended  to  assure  him  that  Miss  Aubrey 
would  take  every  care  of  her  :  '  she  had  been  very- 
good  and  kind  ;*  and  *  she  did  not  know  what  she- 
should  have  done  without  her:'  '  she  really  believed 
she  should  have  been  lost.' 

*  I  always/  said  Dr. ,  *  impress  on  elegant 

young  women,  the  importance  of  their  conduct  in  a 
sick-room.  I  am  an  old  fellow,  and  carry  a  little 
of  *  the  shop'  about  me ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  to  new  place  a  pillow,  to  smooth  the  wearying 
bed,  to  give  the  refreshment  of  a  changed  air,  and 
to  offer  images  of  hope  and  comfort,  are  some  of  the 
exertions  of  humanity  that  best  pay  our  feelings. 
I  do  not  like  its  being  supposed  that,  in  a  sick-room, 
all  useful  abilities  are  reduced  to  muscular  strength  :• 
the  well-trained  mind  and  the  accomplished  wo- 
man are  as  distinguishable  there,  as  in  the  draw- 
ing-room; and  my  professional  experience  makes 
nic  value  them,  1  own,  in  the  one  place,  far  mcnre 
th^n  in  the  otiier.' 

Gertrude's  care  relaxed-  KOt  during  the  night  ;■ 
and  she  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  accepted  very 
kindly.  The  countess's  cough  having  abated,  and 
the  pungent  liveliness  of  a  tenacious  remedy  hav- 
ing ceased,  she  was  relieved;  and  requiring  iirst 
ine  assurance  that  she  shoukl  not  be  left  to  her 
servants,  or  tlie  Miss  Lawlesses,  she  i^ll  asleep,' 
(jertvude  still  watching  her. 

A  great  revolution  had  been  brooght  about  in  a 
ki\v  hours;  but  without  Ihe  smallest  alteration  of 
principles  or  motives.     Whether  we  travel  east  or 

west, 
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west,  oar  identity  is  unchanged;  and  Lady  Lux- 
more  in  rejecting  and  accepting  assistance,  was  still 
Lady  Luxniore,  considering  only  tliat  which  best  ac-* 
corded  with  the  sentiment  of  the  moment  She 
shewed  this,  in  the  course  of  font  days,  during  which 
Gertrude  was  her  sole  nurse-.  She  wodld  not  take 
any  medicine  but  from  her  hand ;  she  would  b© 
assisted  by  no  one  but  herself ;  she  would  not  allovV 
her  to  quit  the  room  to  lie  down,  or  even  tor  the  re- 
freshment of  changing  her  dre&s.  To  all  the  hints  of 
the  physician  and  apothecary,  that  she  would  wear 
out  her  attendant,  she  replied  only  that  she  mm^ 
die,  if  any  one  else  came,  near  her;  and  Gertrude 
wa3  oblige-d  to  accept  the  compliment,  and  to  deny 
every  feeling  of  fatigue:  she  could  have  said  that 
the  novelty  of  kind  acceptance  made  it  less  oppres- 
sive; but  she  only,  in  general  term;^,  e«pres1  herself 
happy  that  she  could  be  usefuri* 

*  It  was  the  advice  of  the  great  Srr  INIattliew  Hale  te> 
*  edufcate  the  old  man  betimes  ;'  and  devoutly  do  we  wish, 
to  sec  a  little  of  this  foresight  iii  other  points  of  prepa- 
ration, if  there  is  the  smallest  danger  of  our  behaving  ill 
for  want  of  previous  thought.  If  we  Ktt  of  an  im{>atient, 
querulous,  or  selfish  disposition,  by  nature,  it  would  per- 
haps be  advantageous  to  ask  ourselves,  in  the  days  of  health' 
and  happiness,  how  we  ought  to  conduct  ourselves  in  sick- 
ness and  dejection.  The  idea  is  suggested  to  us  by  having 
seen  instances,  similar  to  that  of  Lady  Luxmore,  where,  un- 
der the  appearance  of  a  flattering  preference,  a  friend  of 
relative  ha'S  been  nearly  worn  to  the  grave,  by  the  refusal  of 


a. 


sick  girl  or  boy  to  take  any  medicine,  or  to  accept  any 


ser- 


vice from  more  than  the  one  favored  being:  it  is  a  compli- 
ment so  specious,  but  soselfish,  that  we  recommend  evory 
one  to  discourage  the  offer  of  it.  . 

-••^  M    2  At 
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^^  At  the  end  of  a  week,  the  countess  quitted  her 
room,  with  caution;  but  it  was  not  till  she  was 
farther  advanced  towards  health,  that  Gertrude 
made  her  acquainted  with  the  overtures  she  had 
received,  and  requested  her  decision  on  the  point 
of  their  separation.  Lady  Elma  had  been  informed 
of  all  tliat  passed,  and  Miss  Le  Sage's  proposal  met 
her  wishes :  she  urged  her  young  friend  to  close 
with  it  immediately,  and  hinted  that  she  could  not 
leave  Lady  Luxmore  in  any  difficulty  she  did  not 
deserve;  but  Gertrude,  though  little  differing  from 
her  in  opinion,  chearfully  gave  up  every  prospect 
of  change,  and  sheltered  herself  from  the  chance  of 
more  intolerable  novelties,  by  replying  to  Lady 
Luxin ore's  confession  that  she  did  not  wish  to  part, 
in  terms  expressive  of  similar  feeling. 

By  her  illness.  Lady  Luxmore  was  engaged  to 
retain  her  abode  softj^what  longer,  and  as  she  re- 
covered, Gertrude's  hours  passed  not  unpleasantly. 
Mr.  Sydenham  and  Mrs.  Brett  bad  written  to  her, 
aud^  without  asking  permission,  she  continued  the 
intercourse  with  them.  JMrs.  and  J\Iiss  Le  Sage, 
for  hei-  sakcy  drew  into  closer  intimacy  with  the 
countess ;  and  though  the  set  of  former  visitors 
had  departed,  there  remained  others  who  more 
than  supplied  their  places.  The  Lawlesses  had 
retired,  in  a  halo  of  universal  contempt ;  and  Ger- 
trude had  no  competitor  for  the  iavor  of  her  pro- 
tectress.. Lady  Elma  was  steady^in  her  friendship ; 
and  '  professing  her  high  opinion  of  Gertrude's 
exertions,  and  almost  threatening  to  remove  her  if 
they  were  not  acknowledged,  she  procured  for  her 

the 
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the  continued  attendance  of  her  masters.  *  Lotd 
Luxmore  was  at  his  seat ;  and  though  not  named 
ill  any  way  that  could  offend,  in  the  letters  from  the 
rectory-house,  Gertrude  could  discern  much  of 
his  intentional  kindness  towards  her;  but  in  her 
wish  to  search  for  her  mother,  she  met  no  encou- 
ragement from  any  one.  Portargis  was  in  the  west, 
and  corresponded  with  Lady  Elma,  through  whom 
his  movements,  but  nothing  more  than  his  move- 
ments, reached  the  ladies. 

The  day  was  fixed  for  the  return  to  London; 
and  Gertrude  had  before  her,  the  prospect  of  a 
winter  to  be  passed  with  Lady  Luxmore,  in  which 
she  must,  more  than  ever,  feel  the  loss  of  Mr.  Ster- 
ling, when,  in  preparing  for  the  remove,  she  felt 
that,  in  her  confidence  in  her  own  health,  she  was 
mistaken,  and  that  she  had  not  gone  through  the 
fatigue  consequent  on  the  countess's  illness,  with 
the  impunity  of  which  she  had  boasted.  A  sudden 
disgust  of  her  food  was  followed  by  head-ache  and 
a  feverish  night ;  and  at  the  time  when  she  was  to 
have  left  Brighton,  it  became  a  question  whether 
she  would  not  lay  her  bones  there. 

On  the  first  news  of  her  illness.  Lady  Elma  left 
her  friends,  and  returned  to  Brighton.  Mr.  Mudd  s 
election  was  carried,  but  ungraced  by  her  [iresence,  * 
and  almost  lost  to  her  recollection  in  her  present 
interest;  for  Lady  Elma,  when  herself,  was  al- 
ways correct  in  the  perspective  of  her  moral  duties ; 
they  occupied  or  relinquisiied  the  foreground,  ac-» 
cording  to  their  just  magnitude  ;  and  she  was  sen- 
sible that  her  field  of  usefulness,  tliough  not  osten-r 
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sibty  the  field  of  g! or j,  was  her  young  friends 
chamber.  Notliing  was  ever  needed  to  keep  in 
perfect  repair,  the  merits  of  Lady  Elma,  but  th^ 
absence  of  the  men,  and  that  occupation  of  mind, 
which  should  prevent  her  from  relaxing  into  the 
paltjry  solicitude  de  se  faire  aimahle  ;  and  as  the 
world  is  in  general,  to  do  itjustice,  tolerably  fertile 
in  wants  and  misery,  {ler  ladyship  wag,  in  tbx 
course  of  things,  during  the  greater  part  of  eight 
pionths  of  the  year,  a  model  of  goodn^^s.  From 
the  beginning  of  March  to  the  end  of  June,  sh© 
was,  if  in  London,  less  a  faultless  archetype  ;  but 
as  the  worst  that  could  be  scraped  together  by 
those  who  despaired  of  sharing  her  distinctions, 
amounted  only  to  a  small  quantity  of  human  foible, 
it  would  have  been  rank  iniquity  had  she  not  pass- 
ed for  a  vpry,  and  a  very  uncommonly,  charming 
woman. 

Her  friendship,  in  the  present  instance,  did  her 
ei^dit,  and  her  manner  of  proving  it  did  her  honor? 
when,  quitting  that  seerie  in  which  she  reigned  lady- 
paramount,  and  was  on  the  point  of  receiving  the 
reward  of  her  exfeFtiona^,  she  seated  herself  by  the 
sfck-bed  of  the  insensible  Gatty  Aubi^y,  and  re- 
moving her  Q\\^n  bed  into  the  roons,  she  never  left 
tier  but  to  pay  thos-e  attentions  to  the  countess, 
which  she  knew  it  weuld  please  the  suffering  girl 
to  i\t\^  had  not  been  omitted. 

Far  diffiirent  was  the  interest  expressed  for  l^dy 

Xuxmore's  dependent  fi'om  that   which   she  had 

Jrer$elf  excited  :  the   servants  grudged  no  labor: 

she  who  had,  at  tlie  most  distressing  time,  declared 

I  '  her 
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her  intolerance,  now  offered  every  service  in  her 
power.  To  abate  the  noise  of  the  carriages  on  the 
Imrd  road,  s(3me  one  in  the  nio;ht,  unasked  and  un- 
requited, threw  a  large  quantity  of  straw  before 
the  house  :  the  knocker  of  the  countess's  house- 
door,  and  those  of  the  adjoining  houses  were  muf- 
fled by  the  neighbors: — a  poor  woman  for  whom 
Gertrude  had  once  written  a  petition  on  the  robbery 
of  her  shop  by  a  set  of  merry  gentlemen,  brought 
trie  first  oranges  that  were  seen  ;  another,  for 
vv^iose  basket  of  ingenious  temptations,  she  had 
worked  in  spare  minutes,  offered  smuggled  tama, 
rinds  ;  and  a  little  boy  whom  she  had  been  teaching 
to  write,  came  to  ask  if  he  mic^ht  not  go  on  errands 
for  the  lady.  Gertrude's  charities  could  be  neither 
great  in  quantity,  nor  extensive  in  circuit,  but  her 
fmgers  often  were  substituted  for  her  purse ;  and 
she  found,  that  by  a  little  labor,  she  could  some- 
times do  good  more  than  commensurate  with  her 
pecuniary  means.  She  had  entered  sufTiciently  into 
the  question  of  relieving  the  wants  of  the  poor,  to 
see  that  money  without  discretion  would  do  some- 
thing very  unlike  good,  and  that  discretion  without 
money  would  now  and  then  succeed  better.  She, 
therefore,  did  what  was  in  her  power,  w  ith  aldcritj 
and  seriousness,  neither  professing  with,  lady  — — 
that  she  had  '  no  acquaintance  vvith- tlie  pooi','  nor 
with  Miss that  ^  the  romance  of  a  cottage' 

was  her  dcr]o;ht*. 

■  jMr 

*  Wc  purposely  omit   all  discussion,  even  by  insinuation, 
l>f  t]ie  popular  suijject  of   chudty;  aud  rhut,   n;/.'h<:'cau>t-  ic 
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Mr.  Mudd's  famil}^  were  wanting  in  no  attenr 
tions  that  their  ample   means  could  furnish  for 

Gertrude's 

is  not  of  the  utmost   importance  in  our  estimation,  but  be- 
cause we  do  not  presume  to  dictate  to  ii  spirit  that  certainly 
is  fairly  excited  amongst  all  young  persons  educated  with 
any  pretensions.     We  are    no    friends   to   the  picturesque  of 
duty  :    the  command  of  God  is   to  be  obeyed,  whether   in 
Jiomely  or  elegant  exertions;  and  we  have  so  much  respect 
for  the  Go§pcl,  as  to  think  it  will  make  its  way  without  de- 
coration.    But  in  this  forbearance  we  cannot  include  that 
from  assisting  by  example.     It  will  be  felt  by  all,  that  the 
greatest  of  all  charity  consists  in  self-denial  for  the  good  uf 
others,   and  as  the  importance  of  things  must  be  estimated 
by   circumstances,    we    may   suppose   that  pious    renunciar 
tion'jmade  in  the  ago  allowed  to  folly,  have  a  peculiar  merit. 
Our  readers,  thcrciore,  will  share  our  feelings  in  receiving 
a  morning-visit  from  a  very  lively  girl  of  sixteen,  whom  we 
had  parted  from  in  all  the  gaiety  of  the  preceding  evening's 
ball,  and  who  now  cqme  to  discuss  the  accuipulated  sorrows 
of  a  family,  where  a  bad  father  had  left  a  sick  wife  with  se- 
veral children  to  stand  all  the  horror  of  an  execution,  which 
swept  away  from  her  every  necessary  of  life,   save  a  wine- 
glass, in  which  she  was,  at  the  moment^  going  to  take  medir 
cine,  and  which  the  officers  insultingly  left  her.     Our  sym- 
pathising Mary  told    the  tale    with  convulse^  fef^tures;  yet 
it  was  followed  by  a  smile  of  comfort  whenj,  as  if  to  abate 
our  feelings,  she  added,  that  at  present  they  could  not  starve, 
as  she  had  been  able  to  supply  them.     *  I  recollected,' said 
ihe,  *  the  ornaments  for  niy  neck  and  head,  which  1  had 
bespoken  Jast  week.     I  have  sent  to  countermand  them  :   so 
the  money  is  at  liberty  for  this  better  purpose^'     We  mak» 
110  comment;  but  proceed  to  record  without  embellishment, 
but  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  words  of  the  narrator,  a  sim- 
ple  fact,  one  of   those  which,  in  the  contemplation,  pay  us 
for    the    irksome    trouble    of    drawing    deformed    portraits. 
Whoever  is  in  the  halijt  of  walking  bct\yc'en  the  .Inner-Tern- 
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Gertrude's  recovery  :  their  grapes  cool,  fresh,  an  d 
carrying  all  their  bloom  unsoiled,  were  the  first 

grate  fui 

pic  and  Lincoln's-Inn,   taking  the  west  side  of  the  connect 
ing  street,  must  pass  a  little  shop  of  urabrellas.     A  fri  ci,d 
of  our's,  having  had  reason  to  think  well  of  the  mistress  of 
it,   called  to  enquire   after  her.     She   was   abs(in.t,  and    her 
little  servant,  a  girl  of  about  twelve  years  old,  was  mounted 
on  a  pair  of  st^fps,   cleaninp^  the  outside   of  ihe  windows. 
Our  friend  prognosticating  to  her  that  she  would   break  her 
^eck,   watched  her  down  in  safely,  and  gently  bhuning  her 
for  her  temerity,   drew  out  this   reply,  *  Why,  ma'am,    ray 
mistress  is  out;  and  the  windows  looked  dirty  ;    and  I  know 
if  I  did  not  do  them,  she  would  do   them   herself:    and  Vm 
iiure  I  ought  to  do  all  in  my  power;    for   you   dont   know, 
ma'am,    that   I've    b^en  very  ill,    so   ill    that  my  life   was  in 
danger;  very  dangerously  ill,    indeed,    ma'am;    atui   my  la- 
ther's married  to  a  second  wife  ;    and  they  are  so  poor  that 
my  mistress  thought   they  could  not  take  care  of  me  ;    and 
so  she  sent  to  the  'pothecary  ;    and  he  did  what   he  could; 
jbut  he  said  he  could  do  nothing  for  me :  and  so  my  mistress 
said,    that  if  it  was  the  last  guinea  she  had  in  the  world,    she 
would  have  a  doctor's  advice  for  me.     J  could  not  stand  nor 
move  ;    and   so  the  doctor  came,  and    my  mistress  had  not  a 
guinea  in  the  world,   and    so  she  sold  some  umbrellas  for  a 
low  price,  which  she  lost  a  great  deal  by ;    and  I  had  a  doc- 
tor, and  he  saved  my  life;    and  you  know,    ma'am,   what  a 
poor  ailing  thing  I  used  to  be  : — well  !  ever  since  this  illness, 
I  have  been  quite  well :  and  I  am  sure  I  shall  be  a  stout  wo- 
man at  last ;    and  we  have  so  much  work   tiiat    uiy  mistress 
has  money  runi^ing  over;  and  we  are  obliged   to  have  more 
hands.     I'm  sure  you'll  say  I  can  never  do  too  much  for  my 
mistress/ 

Here  we  spe  one  of  those  acts  of  charity  of  whose 
appreciation  iij  the  sight  of  Him  who  taught  us  to  love  as 
brethren,  we  cannot  doubt  :  hc^e  is  no  '  enthusiasm,'  no 
■*  hobby-horse/  no  *  running  after  a  sensation,'  no  '  scenic 

effect  J 
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grateful  offering  to  her  palate,   and  came  doubly 
recommended  by  her  knowledge  of  the  donors. 

The    disorder    had,    like    most  of  those   con- 
tracted   under    circumstances   of  anxiety,   seized 
the  nervous   system ;    and    she  was   haunted   by 
imat'es   that  left  her  in  a  state   of  real  or  sup- 
posed  delirium, — real  when  the  recollection  wa^ 
stronger  than   the  fact,   and  supposed  whenever 
the  cause  of  those  images  was  not  known  to  those 
about  her.     A   few  days,   and  the  best  possible 
care,  restored  her  to  the  use  of  her  faculties,  but 
consigned  her  to  a,  state  of  debility  hardly  less 
alarming :    anxieties   innumerable,   and,   like  the 
distresses  of  a  dream,  met  with  no  fortitude,  crowd- 
ed  on  her  mind  ;  and  had  not  the  decision  and  the 
generosity  of  Lady  Elma,   been  the  shield  for  the 
weakness  of  her  nerves,  she  would  have  sunk  into 
despondency  under  the  sense  of  extreme  obligation, 
added  to  another  cause  of  uneasiness  which  she 
dared  not  acknowledge — no,  not  even  to  herself. 
She  knew  there  was  that  on   her  mind,    which  if 
betrayed,  would  for  ever  fix  on  her  the  condemna- 
tion of  her  own  reason,  and  probably  deprive  her 
of  ttie  good  opinion  of  those  who  were  now  her 
friends.     She  could  not  be  responsible  for  what 
she  had  uttered  in  her  delirium,  yet  it  was  ouly  by 
vague  questions  that  she  could  seek  repose  to  her 

effect  ;'  and  moreover,  let  it  be  known,  that  the  girl  was,  on 
pain  of  dismission,  enjoined  silence  ;  but  whose  heart  burst- 
ing with  gratitude,  could  keep  within  its  own  precincts  the 
kiM)\vlcdgc  of  such  a  deed  ?' 

'     mind : 
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mind :  these  procured  her,  indeed,  a  general  as- 
surance that  she  had  said  nothing  very  foolish  or 
wicked  ;  but  her  best  hope  was  founded  in  the  pos- 
sibility, that  if  she  had  been  imprudent,  she  v/as 
not  understood. 

To  prevent  danger  to  the  convalescent,  and  in- 
convenience to  Lady  Luxmore,  she  was  on  the 
day  of  her  ladyship's  departure,  removed  to  Lady 
Elmas.  The  countess  had  not  been  wanting  in 
l^indness  : — she  had  desired  that  Miss  Aubrey 
might  have  every  thing  she  wanted  ;  and  when  able 
to  receive  her,  she  had  gone,  twice  or  thrice  in  the 
day,  to  her  room,  to  tell  her  how  dismally  she  was 
reduced,  and  how  ill  she  looked,  and  to  ask  whe- 
ther '  she  really  thought  she  should  recover,  and  in 
what  time.'  At  parting,  she  seemed  reluctant  to 
quitting  her,  though  it  would  have  been  very  un- 
pleasant to  her  to  remain ;  and  the  farewell  was 
that  of  two  persons  well  inclined  to  each  other  : 
but  it  was,  in  truth,  a  release  to  one  party  ;  and  the 
invalid  recovered  faster  when  Lady  Luxmore's  re- 
maining was  no  longer  a  matter  of  question.  Lady 
Lima's  cares  were  soon  visible  in  their  good  effects  ; 
and  when  Mrs.  and  Miss  Le  Sage  were  quitting 
Brighton,  she  was  able  to  accept  their  invitation  to 
travel  with  them,  and  their  offer  to  de[)0sit  her  in 
London,  in  their  way  to  Hertfordshire.  A  condi- 
tion that  she  should  stop  on  the  road  with  them, 
to  make  a  visit  to  a  family  not  qfuite  strangers 
to  her,  did  not  render  their  kindness  less  accept- 
able. 

To 
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To  part  from  Lady  Elma  required  some  re- 
collection that  none  of  this  world's  gratifications 
are  let  on  long  leases ;  but  there  was  hope  of  meet- 
ing in  the  spring ;  and  her  ladyship  was  too  much 
used  to  the  world,  to  encourage  young  sorrows. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER  LXXVr. 

Who  is  to  blame  ?  *  'Tis  pitiful;  'tis  icondrous  pitiful.*  The 
.  blessing  of  a  daughter.  Cool  argument.  The  mischiefs  of 
.   modern  system.     Instances  if  a  better  conduct. 

The  travellers  reached,  by  dinner-time,  the  house 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed,  who  were  related  to  Mrs. 
Le  Sage,  and  were  just  returned  home,  after  spend- 
ing some  weeks  at  Brighton  with  her.  It  was  then 
they  had  become  acquainted  with  Gertrude ;  and 
having  one  daughter,  about  whom  they  seemed 
anxious,  Mr.  Reed  had  sometimes  expressed  ^ 
bantering  wish  that  Lady  Luxmore  would  sell 
Miss  Aubrey  to  them — a  compliment  that  removed 
all  fear  in  becoming  their  guest. 

The  style  of  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Reed's  house,  and 
every  thing  about  it,  indicated  extreme  opulence ; 
but  in  themselves  there  was  soon  evident  the 
want  of  ability  to  fill  their  situation :  they  were 
mice  in  their  immense  apartments,  and  rather  oc- 
cupiers than  possessors  of  their  domain.  *  We 
live  in  these  three  rooms;' — '  I  seldom  get  round 
the  ground,'  were  expressions  that  confirmed 
these  ideas  ;  but  this  contraction  of  scene  did  not 
in  any  way  affect  their  hospitality  :  nothing  could 
be  mere  liberal.  The  reception  Gertrude  experi- 
enced, was  what  the  world  calls,  to  its  own  dis- 
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gxdicey  flatter  171  g  ;  but  what  she  felt  as  encouraging. 
She  had  been  taught,  or  at  least  ^she  had  learnt, 
that  the  less  we  feel  flattered,  the  safer  we  are 
from  delusion,  and  that  it  is  a  pleasanter  and  a 
more  rclined  consciousness  that  makes  us  bow 
the  head  under  a  sense  of  unmerited  kindness. 

There  was  a  fidgetty  uneasiness  about  Mrs. 
Reed  that  Gertrude  could  not  comprehend  ;  but  in 
her  well-bred  attentions  to  her  guests  on  parting  for 
the  night,  it  explained  itself  by  her  coming  to  Ger- 
trude's dressing-room,  and  professing  that  she 
wanted  a  little  private  chat  with  her.  *  I  havef 
been  sitting  on  thorns  all  the  evening,''  said  she, 
*  for  fear  Reed  should  say  any  thing  to  Mrs.  LeSage 
about  my  daughter :  the  old  lady  is  a  very  good 
creature  as  ever  lived  ;  but  old  people  are  apt  to 
have  prejudices,  and  are  generally  a  little  severe  ; 
and  Re€d  and  I  had  agreed  when  we  knew  my 
aunt  would  bring  you,  that  we  would  interest  you 
about  Barbara ;  you  do  not  know  how  you  have 
^obliged  us  by  coming  to  us ;  and  it  is  just  at  a 
lucky  time,  for  Lady  Altitude  is  coming  down  to 
her  house  but  a  few  miles  ofli  and  will  bring  Bar- 
bara with  her ;  and  as  we  really  cannot  think  of  her 
going  to  school  any  longer,  it  is  delightful  to  have 
you  here  for  a  little  model  for  her  at  first  setting 
off,  and  I  dare  say  we  shall  get  on  very  well  after- 
wards ;  for  she  is  a  very  good-hearted  girl,  and 
she  miistlediXn  oi  you,   ^vho  are,  I  understand,  so 

very  correct  in  what  you  do.' *  1  fear  ma  anl/ 

interrupted  Gertrude,  *  you  have  entertaiiled  a  very 

mistaken  idea.' ^  O!  no;    my  dear  Miss  Au- 

t>rey, 
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br-ey,  I  have  not '  do  not  be  afraid  of  my  being 
tno  civil;  I  mean  just  what  I  say:  I  understand, 
to  put  your  merit  at  tiie  lowest,  that  you  are  very 
good,  and  have  conducted  yourself  uncommonly 
well  under  very  disagreeable  circumstances/ 

*  It  is  probably,'  replied  Gertrude,  with  her  in- 
variable honesty,  *  to  those  circumstances  that  I 
am  indebted  for  any  of  the  merit  you  are  so  good 
as  to  ascribe  to  me.  1  dare  say,  had  I  been  brought 
up  like  other  young  women,  I  should  have  been 
exactly  like  any  one  of  them  ;  and  you  are  much 
mistaken  if  you  think  I  look  on  my  singularities  as 
advantages  :  I  am  sure  they  are  no  comjorts  ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  not  discourage  me  in  trying  to  get 
rid  of  them  as  fast  as  I  can.  1  look  for  great 
advantage  from  your  kindness  in  admitting  me ; 
for  I  am  sadly  ignorant  in  many  things  that  are 
very  necessary.' 

*  You  are  very  polite.  But  we  nmst  come  to 
business:  you  knovr,  my  dear  young  friend,  Mr. 
Reed  and  1  have  but  one  daughter,  and  she  must 
have  an  immense  fortune  :  all  this  place,  our  other 
seat  in  Devonshire,  our  beautiful  house  in  town, 
a  great  deal  of  West-India  property,  and  I  know 
not  what  in  the  funds,  must  be  her's  ;  for  Reed 
and  I  have  not  the  means  to  spend  half  our  in- 
come. He  is  a  sensible  worthy  creature,  and 
lives  in  his  library  and  in  his  farm ;  and  really  I 
have  observed;,  that,  unless  people  will  be  down- 
right fools,  or  have  some  very  expensive  and,  I 
tiiink,  very  troublesome  tastes,  they  cannot  spend 
feeyond  a  cer-tain  income ;  we  can  neither  ^at  more 

nor 
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nor  wear  more  clothes,  nor  inhabit  more  housd? 
than  arc  convenient ;  and  when  we  have  done  all 
that  can  be  done,  and,  I  hope,  not  neglected  the 
good  of  those  around  us,  still  we  have  an  enormous 
surplus.       On   this    consideration,    Reed   and   I 
thought  it  right  to  give  Barbara  every  advantage ; 
and  we  kept  her  at  home  under  the  best  teachers 
we  could  procure,  till  we  found,  what  I  am  told 
often  occurs,   that  the  mixt   character  of  parent 
and  governor  does  not  do  well  together.     Reed 
tried,  as  he  is  a  most  excellent  classical  scholar, 
to  give  her  a  knowledge  of  those  things  which  one 
hardly  can  get  any  one  to  teach  well ;  but  we  sooa 
found  our  love  for  her  diminished  our  authority : 
at  first,   when  quite  a  child,  she  teazed  us  out  of 
an  acquiescence  in  her  negligence;  and,  in  short, 
when  she  grew  older,  we  thought  it  best  to  send 
her  away  from  us.     You  may  judge  what  pain  it 
gave   us  to  do  this ;    but  we  had  then  no  power 
over  her :    and  it  was  necessary.     We  were  well 
recommended  to  one  of  the  highest  of  those  select 
institutions,  where,  I  must  say,  I  think  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  home  and  a  school  are  combined. 
I  cannot  tell  you  what  has  been  done  for  Barbara  : 
youtwill  call  me  a  partial  mother,  but  still  I  must 
■say,  I  never  saw  a  girl  more  elegant  in  her  extcrnaV 
manners,  nor  can  I  find  any  one  her  superior  in 
the  best  accomplishments.     Her  father  is  a  sen- 
sible man,  and  I  am  not  a  violent  fashionist ;    we 
both,  however,  wish,  naturally,  an  only  daughter  so 
circumstanced,   to  be  on  a  level  in  education  with 
others ;    and  what  she  does,   she  may  as  well  do 

well ; 
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well;  thei'i^tbre  it  is  a  griatification  to  us  to  see 
her  walk,  and  dance,  and  dress  like  a  gentlewoman- 
and  it  is  agreeable,  as  well  as  elegant,  to  have  her 
able  to  play  and  s*ng  at  sight  with  correctness  and 
taste;  she  draws  any  object  before  her;  she 
sketches  from  nature,  and  this  facility  makes  our 
tours  and  excursions  of,  as  I  may  say,  continued 
interest ;  she  reads  aloud  with  propriety  and  feel-^ 
ing ;  she  is  never  at  a  loss  in  conversation,  nor 
does  she  make  those  blunders  which  betray  want 
of  attention  or  an  imperfect  information :  shei 
speaks  French  and  Italian  as  well  as  most  English 
girls,  and  writes  them,  her  father  says,  with  ele- 
gance: she  has  a  knowledge  of  plants,  shells, 
minerals,  and  of  most  things  that  come  under  com- 
mon observation;  in  modern  and  ancient  histor}^ 
she  is  well  instructed  :  she  writes  a  fine  free  hand, 
has  a  very  sufficient  knowledge  of  accounts ;  and 
so  perfect  has  been  the  attention  bestowed  on  her 
by  her  kind  friends,  that  she  can  use  a  needle  with 
peculiar  nicety  and  exactness.  Her  disposition  is 
good :  she  has  unbounded  benevolence,  a  high 
sense  of  honor,  and  a  great  deal  of  religious  prin- 
ciple; and  yet,  Miss  Aubrey,  this  girl  makes  me 
miserable,  and  will,  I  sometimes  think,  break  my 
heart.' 

Gertrude  stared ;  and  Mrs.  Reed  paused.  '  True, 
I  assure  you,'  continued  Mrs.  Reed^  with  trembling 
lips  and  departing  color,  *  she  has  no  sense  of 
duty  to  us  as  her  parents ;  though  I  protest,  in 
our  care  for  her,  we  have  never  thought  of  our- 
selves ;  we  have  made  hei'  being  happy  where  we 

vox*.  IV.  N  placed 
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placed  her,  as  e.ssen^tial  as  her  being  improved ;  w0 
have  even  congratulated  ourselves  on  seeing  her 
impatient  to  quit  us  and  return  to  our  place  of 
education,  when  her  time  of  being  at  home  drew 
^ear  its  end;  yet  for  all  this,  Barbara  se^ms  to  owe 
us  no  thanks;  she  takes  it  all  as  matter  of  course, 
and  receives  every  indulgence  as  her  right.  No 
gpesu5|3^cts  this,  nor  would  I  have  rt  known;  she 
passes,  as  she  deserves  to  pass,  for  a  thoroughly 
amiable  girl;  and  if  you  could,  by  auy  means,  put 
u§  in  a  way  to  correct  this  fault,  you  know  not 
how  much  Reed  and  I  should  be  obliged  to  you/ 

jMo.S:t  happily  for  Gertrude,  who  could  not 
speak,  and  scarcely  could  bri^athe,  Mrs.  Reed 
€puld  not  venture  to  remain  lopger  wi,tl>  her  with- 
out being  missed.  What  she  had  said  had  already 
$iled  the  mind  of  her  hearer,  and  called  out  again 
Ihat  sentiment  of  wonder  she  had  so  often,  fj^lt, 
that  those  who  had  the  blessing  of  parents,  antl  Osf 
kind  and  good  parents,  should,  in  any  way  or  der 
gree,  slight  the  blessing.-  ■  /  llpw  coarse,  how 
ynlgar,'  thought  §he,  '  with  ^,11  the  elegance  Sirs, 
Reed  describes  as  belonging  to  her,  most  thi^ 
daughter  Ix^.!— ingratitude,  bow  degrading !— pre- 
suming insoleace,— -vyhat  ix  Uite  species  of  hard- 
fronted  folly  !  At  least,  our  faults  ought  to  be  ele- 
gant, if  we  have  been  elegantly  educated — but 
Mhat  fault  is  elegant?  what  can  deserve  thaj;  epi- 
thet :but  rectitude  and  moderation?' 

The  next  moraing  after  breakfast;,  Sir.  Reed 
invited  Gertrude  ,  into  bis  library,,  ^^d  Jiad  great 
pleasui^  iiT  shewing- h^sr  its  vaiu.uble  contents:  he 

seemed 
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seemed  gratified  by  the  interest  she  took  in  what 
he  recommended  to  her  notice,  and  spoke  sensibly 
on  the  inexhaustible  sources  of  deliglit  that  might- 
be  enjoyed  by  a  mind  to  which  nothing  was  a 
dead  letter;  but  this  agreeable  conversation  was 
soon  warped  to  the  subject  on  which  Mrs.  Reed 
had  spoken  the  preceding  evening;  and  he  entered 
on  it  with  a  sighing  regret,  that  hb  daughter 
would,  perhaps,  never  feel  the  care  with  which  he 
had  made  this  collection  proper  for  her  inheri- 
tance, and  for  any  gentleman  who  might  nnarry 
her, — '  Sit  down,  my  dear  young  lady,'  said  he, 
*  if  Mrs.  Reed  can  spare  me  tlie  enjoyment  of 
your  company  for  half  an  hour.  Let  me  open  my 
heart  to  you  on  the  subject  of  Barbara.  She  says 
she  has  begun  it.  I  ought  to  be  ashamed,  I  know, 
to  say  it  to  you,  but  that  girl,  though  we  have 
every  reason  to  be  proud  of  her,  costs  me  many 
tears.  She  has  no  heart  for  her  parents : — I 
must  not  say  no  duti/,  it  is  an  obsolete  word. — - 
And  see.  Miss  Aubrey,  my  folly ;  I  nurse  my  mi- 
sery :  see,  here's  the  book  I  read ;  'tis  the  mirror 
of  my  suffering;  and  I  delight  in  seeing  how faitl> 
fully  it  reflects  it.  'Tis  our  great  poet's  Lear : — ■ 
ha!  see  the  volume  opens  at 

*  Filial  ingratitude  1 
Is  it  not  as  this  mouth  should  tear  this  hand! 
For  lifting  food  to  it  ?' 

See  here  too,  my  condemnation: 

*  O  !  I  have  ta'en 
•  Too  little  care  of  this  V 

I  will  not  wish — God  forbid   I  should  ever  be 
driven  to  wisli 

N  53  ^  '  .that 
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•'  *  that  she  may  ke), 

flow  sharper  than  a  serpent's  tooth  it  is 
To  have  a  tharikless  child.' 

No,  no;  may  she  be  happy!  for,  except  to  u\ 
she  is  a  good  girl :  thougii — but  perhaps  it  is  iny 
natural  impatience ;  for  ue  have  all  our  faults — I 
could  sometimes,  when  she  is  at  home  with  us,  saj 

*  I  pray  thee,  daughter,  do  not  make  me  mad, 
I  will  not  trouble  thee,  my  chrld/ 

But  I  ought  rather  to  say, 

*  Let  shame  come  when  it  will,  I  do  not  call  ft. 
Mend  when  thou  canst-:  be  better  at  thy  leisure ; 
I  can  be  patient. 

Not  being  the  worst,  stands  in  some  rank  of  praise/ 

And  when  I  am.  angry  with  myself  for  my  weak- 
ness, O  1  see  how  that  divine  genius  lias  antici*- 
pated  almost  my  very  words : 

*  You  heavens  give  me  that  patienee  which  i  need ;. 
You  see  me  here,  ye  gods,  a  poor  *  weak'  man, 
Fuller  of  grief  than  age,  wretched  in  both : 

If  it  be  you  that  stir  my  daughter's  heart 
Against  her  ftithcr,  fool  me  not  so  much 
To  bear  it  tamely:  touch  me  with  noble  anger. 
O  let  not  women's  weapons,  water-drops, 
Stain  my  man's  cheeks  l' 

But  I  v,'iU  not  distress  you,  my  dear  young  lady ; 
do  not  cry  so;  I  am  not  used  to  see  this;  I  did 
not  knov?  that  a  young  woman  could  now  cry  at  any 
thing  but  fiction;  and,  God  knows,  this  is  none. 
O !  J\lis3  Aubrey,  give  my  Barbara  a  portion  of 
your  heart;  but  yet  she  too,  perhaps,  could  feel 
for  a  stranger :  tell  me,  how  did  )'0u  feel  towards 
jour  parents?  perhaps  I  have  got  wrong  motions: 

we 
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we  ought  to  make  allowances  for  change  of  man- 


ners. 


I  scarcel^r  remember  my  father  or  mother/ 
replied  Gertrude,  the  tears  gushing  out  more  vio- 
lently ;  *  and  what  I  feelin  being  deprived  of  them, 
O !  no  one  can  tell !  But,  my  dear  sir,  do  not- 
afiiict  yourself;  I  hope  you  consider  this  matter 
too  deeply ;  there  may  be  some  error  in  JMiss 
Reed's  education  ;  there  may  have  been  some  de- 
ficiency in  those  who  have  the  care  of  her.  Pro- 
bably in  their  anxiety  to  make  her  happy,  they 
have  forgotten  that  she  is  to  look  to  her  home  as 
the  seat  of  her  own  happiness,  and  that  it  must 
be  founded  in  the  performance  of  a  duty  they  can 
only  inculcate ; — tliey  cannot  enforce  it/ 

*  No,  no ;  I  can  prove  to  you  the  care  taken  of 
her,  even  in  this  point.  See,  here  is  an  answer  I 
received,  only  last  week,  to  the  letter  I  wrote  to 
the  excellent  woman  who  has  had  the  care  of  hen. 
I  confess,  though  Barbara's  behavior  in  her  last 
vacation  was  intolerable,  I  had  not,  though  I  had 
resolved  to  do  it,  the  couraire  to  describe  it,  till 
she  was  so  near  her  return  to  us,  as  to  make  me 
dread  the  repetition  of  what  I  had  endured : 

*  She  has  tied 
Sharp-tooth'd  unkindness  as  a  vulture  here' 

Read  the  letter  to  yourself,  I  cannot  read  it  to  yon/ 

'  ]\Iy  dear  sir, 

'  The  communication  made  by  your 
totter,  has  equally  grieved  and  astonished  me;  and 
most  deeply  do  I  regret  that  it  was  not  made  be^ 

•    ,  fQrc. 
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fore.  You  iMy  be  assured  every  thing  in  my 
power  shrill  be  done  to  correct  the  evil  you  so 
deeply  and  so  justly  feel;  and  what  cannot  be  ac- 
complished in  the  short  time  now  before  me,  shall 
be  the  object  of  my  first  care,  if  you  allow  Misa 
Reed  to  return  to  me. 

*  Jt  is  one  of  the  many  grievous  additions  to  the 
solicitudes  of  my  situation,  that  parents  give  those 
to  whom  they  commit  their  children,  not  only  aa 
imperfect,  but  an  incorrect  idea  of  their  dispo*^ 
sitions.  In  nine  instances  out  of  ten,  1  am  told 
by  father::^  and  mothers,  that  their  children  have 
a- distingaished  superiority  in  talent  or  moral  qua- 
lities, while  in  the  detail  of  this  aggregate,  they  let 
out  what  sh^ws  that,  if  all  which  is  said  had  been 
true,  the  eluid  would  never  have  been  removed 
fiX)m  under  the  caru  of  her  parents:  or  else,  a  list 
of  faults  and  deficiencies  is  made  out,  which  is 
summed  up  at  last  into  a  contradictory  and  equi- 
vocating eulogium.  All  that  I  can  do  in  these 
cases,  is-  to  give  no  heed  to  the  report,  but  to  hold 
my  mind  disposed  to  judge  for  itself.  Now  you' 
Xvill  recollect,  that  not  one  word  was  ever  toid 
me  of  Miss  Reed's  v/ant  of  natural  affection  to- 
wards you  or  Mrs.  Reed  :  I  was,  on  the  contrary, 
told  she  was  all  the  fondest  parents  could  wish; 
^nd  the  only  two  circumstances  that  1  can  re-? 
collect  as  militating  against  this  opinion,  have 
been  the  style  of  her  letters,  and  your  own,  peV- 
haps  a  little  ^atteriiig,  assurances  that  Miss  Re^d 
was  as  happy  to  return  to  me  as  to  return  l^ome* 
Jt  must  alw-ays  pleais^  nie  10  kpowj  that- 1-  cstn- 

^tanf) 
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atone  to  young  people  for  the  pain  they  ought  to 
feel,  and  we  might  say,  if  the  world  did  not  cor- 
rect uS,  must  feel  in  quitting  parents ;  but  I  do  not 
like  this  perfect  apathy :  1  would  rather  iiave  to 
console  than  to  admonish;  and  as  I  am  but  the 
deputy  of  those  who  entrust  me,  I  should  feel  as 
if  I  had  warped  the  allegiance  they  owe  to  others^ 
if  it  ever  occurred  that  I  stood  oh  a  level  witU 
them  in  the  love  of  their  children. 

'  With  regard  to  the  style  in  which  young  peo- 
ple now  address  their  parents,  I  confess  it  ffives 
me  some  trouble  and  more  uneasiness ;  but  I  re- 
gard it  as  a  mode  which  some  accident  will  alter, 
and  for  the  better.  We  have  seen  it  the  fashion 
for  parents  and  children  to  denominate  each  other 
as  if  pei^fect  strangers ;  and  I  have,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  practice,  been  at  a  loss  to  discover 
in  what  relation  mother  and  son  have  stood  to 
each  other.     I  had  a  dauijfhter  from  a  house  where 

o 

I  found  the  master  of  it  called  by  his  wife,  Joe, 
\vhile  her  dauMiters  were  INliss  Laura,  ]\Iiss 
Louisa,  and  Miss  Anne.  But  all  this  is  the  froth 
of  folly,  which  the  next  caprice  of  one  of  its  vo- 
taries will  disperse.  You  will  not  doubt  that  .1, 
m  every  way,  discourage  every  departure  from 
respect,  even  in  expressions;  I  constantly  alter  the 
familiarity  of  address  in  the  young  people's  letters 
into  litter  language;  and  I  remember,  in  spQak'ing 
on  the  subject  to  Miss  Reed,  she  has  always  re- 
plied to  me';  that  she  thought  it  '  the  polite  style.' 
Seeing 'it  nd-w  as  connected  with  sentiment,  you 
may  be  satisfied  I  shall  be  still  more  vigilant. 

'  Allow 
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*  Allow  me  tx)  depart  a  little  beyond  the  limits 
of  my  province,  and  to  say,  as  you  will  now  have 
Miss  Reed   with  ypu  for  some  time,  even  if  on 
serious  consideration  you   continue  her  with  me, 
that,  with  tlie  preparation  I  shall  give  her  mind 
before  she  sees  you,  much  is  in  your  and  Mrs. 
Heeds  power.      It  is   in   vain,  I   must  confess, 
that  I  shall  urge  on  her  recollection  the  rights  of 
her  parents,  if  they  will  not  insist  on  them.     Perr 
haps,  as  she  has  been  allowed  so  long  to  deviate 
frqm  the  path  she  ought  to  have  pursued,  it  may 
require  a  little  painful  severity  to  bring  her  back  5 
there  is  all  that  difference  between  regular  and  ir-r 
regular  discipline  that  there  is  to  be  found  in  the 
management  of  a  horse  :  he  must  pursue  the  road 
his  rider  chuses :  if  well  ridden,  a  gentle  coercion, 
pever  injurious  to  him,  will  keep  him  there;  if 
his  rider  is  no  equestrian,  many  a  struggle  m^y 
be  necessary  to  eifect  the  purpose.' 

*  Comfort  yourself,  my  dear  sir,'  said  Gertrude, 
when  she  returned  this  letter  to  Mr.  Heed,  *  tha^ 
the  medicine  on  which  you  depend  for  Miss 
Reed's  cure,  is  now  only  administering.  I  sin- 
cerely.hope  you  will  find  her  improved;  and  ii^ 
any  way  in  which  you  can  direct  my  services,  if 
you  will  excuse  me  from  presuming  to  advisQ, 
where  perhaps  I  myself  migtit  want  advice,  J  shall 
be  aigst  hnppy  to  conduce  to  your  comfort 
Under  circunistances,  which,  perhaps,  would  a 
little  euibarrass  me,  you  and  Mrs,  Beed  wjll^  I 
hope,  encourage  |pe,' 

The 
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Tlie  anxious  parents  were  to  meet  their  anxiety 
four  miles  from  their  house ;  and  that  they  might 
be  better  able  to  judge  of  her  amendment,  it  was 
agreed  that  their  guests  shou kl  await  their  return. 
Mrs.  and  I\iiss  Le  Sage  were  fully  privy  to  the 
plan ;  but  strange  to  say,  neither  the  father  or 
mother  could  speak  of  it  to  them ;  and  Gertrude, 
comparatively  a  stranger  to  all,  carried  messages 
between  them  ! 

So  was  the  matter  arranged  ;  and  the  next  morn- 
ing Mr.  and  Mrs   Reed  went,  sufficiently  lieavy- 
hearted,  to  meet  their  daughter.     '  I  confess,'  said 
Mrs.  Le  Sage  to  Gertrude,  when  they  were  gone, 
*  1  shall  have  some  hope  if  any  one  can  convince 
my  nephew,  that  he  and  his  wife  are  almost  as 
much  to  blame  as  this  girl.     Before  the  teachers 
pf  young  people  undertake  the  sons  and  daughters, 
t-hey    should    discipline  the    parents.     I  do    not 
mean  that  any  faults,  and  still  less  could  I  endure 
to  judge  so  of  the  faults  of  extreme  indulgence,  in 
parents,  should  exonerate  a  child  from  an  atom  of 
duty  and  respect.     But,  to  the  disgrace  of  human 
nature,  I  must  say  what  my  experience  justifies, 
that   they    are    tlie   strict,    nay  oiten  the  severe, 
amongst  parents,  who  have,  not  only  the  most  of 
their  children's  obedience  and  dutiful  observance, 
Jbut  of  their  love;  and  if,  as  tiiey  grow  up,    the 
rigor  of  discipline  gives  place  to  confidence, — it, 
when  children   are  no  longer  children,  they  are 
treated  as  having  attained  the  qualities  that  make 
gther  members  of  society,  I  think  I  may  say  there 
is  seldom  much  to  be  endured  on  one  side,  or  cor- 

recteij 
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rected  on  the  other.  I  love  my  nephew  and  his 
wife  as  my  own  children;  but  I  see  their  error  with 
regard  to  their  daughter,  and  I  deplore  it ;  it  does 
not  render  her  less  culpable,  or  them  less  pitiable  ; 
but  whoever  is  to  assist  in  rectifying  it,  ought  to  be 
previously  informed.  In  the  first  place,  there  is 
a  jealousy  between  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  ;  and  when 
Barbara  is  at  home,  she  sees  herself  bid  for.  Her 
father  asks  her  to  go  fishing  or  riding  with  hirn ; 
her  mother  at  the  same  time  gives  her  an  option  of 
a  morning  visit  When  her  father  wants  her  to 
read  to  him,  her  mother  wants  her  to  put  her  in 
the  way  in  some  fancy  work.  If  Barbara  does  not 
chase,  ai^d  it  is  notoftert  that  she  does  chuse,  to  be 
ready  when  they  are  goirtg  out,  they  will  wait;  and 
I  have  known  them  detained  in  this  way,  till  they 
have  been  driven  to  give  up  a  dinner-engagement. 
When  a  chi^d,  the  slight  punishments  inflicted  on 
hefy-  raever  lyore  any  relation  or  proportion  to  thd 
offence  punished;  and  she  has  heard  and  seen  md 
reproved  when  she  has  been  left  to  my  care,  for 
confining  her  to  her  room  and  her  needle,  to  punish 
ioirie  negligence  in  her  dress.  I  have  some  respect 
for  the  vulgar  adage,  *  Cleanliness  is  next  to  godli- 
ness.' Purity  should  pervade  every  part  of  the  cha- 
i"^Gter;'8tnd  its  opposite  should  be  fought  and  coii^ 
quired  in  whatever  quarter  it  rears  its  siaridard:  t 
therefore  have  been  an  advocate  for  a  dirty  frock  as 
a  punishment  of  some  offences;  and  I  never  coiild 
see  thd  connection,  or  the  probable  good  effect  of 
^vino;  Ikrhara  the  indukence  of  learning;  the  J\f  otrt* 
irfg  hymn  in  the  Paradise  Lost,  to  cure  her  of 

negligent: 
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negligent  habits.  But  I  am  an  old  woman,  conse- 
quently have  no  authority.  My  nephew  says  truly, 
*  None  but  parents  can  know' — and  his  wife  has  a 
more  homely  retort  ready  for  my  daughter — so  \v^ 
are  silent. — Barbara  has  been  always  too  much 
consulted  :  she  had  taken  it  into  her  head  once,  that 
she  could  not  ride  three  in  the  chariot,  or  on  the 
back  seat  of  any  more  roomy  carriage,  and  I  have 
known  her  father,  for  peace-sake,  yield  his  place  to 
her,  and  either  stay  at  home,  or  encounter  a  heavy 
rain  on  horseback,  or  in  ah  open  carriage,  pretend'- 
ing— so  unwilling  are  we  to  confess  the  truth  even 
to  ourselves  !  that  he  preferred  what  he  did.  At 
one  time,  she  chose  to  decide  that  her  being  at  ta- 
lkie when  dinner  began,  was  unnecessary— she  ate 
only  of  the  second  course,  arid  with  the  second 
course  she  entered  ;  and  my  good  relations  were 
disposed  to  endure  this,  and  very  angry  with  me 
-when  I  advised  checking  the  folly  by  making  her, 
for  once,  lose  her  dinner.  Finding  her  power  in- 
creased by  exercise,  she  soon  made  her  choice  in 
every  thing  diametrically  opposite  to  that  of  her 
parents.  If  she  rode  on  horseback  with  her  fa- 
ther, she  would  walk  bev  horse  at  a  rate  that  would 
have  protracted  their  airing  till  midnight;  and  in 
short,  matters  were  at  one  time  ^rowins  so  bad, 
that  I  was  askedj  as  you  are,  to  take  the" conduct  of 
her,  4^nd  to  bring  her  into  a  littk  discipline.  She 
has-  retfcliy  what  is  called  a  good  heart ;  that  is  to 
say,-  there  is  good  at  bottom  when  you  can  get  at 
}t^;  but  it  is  a  long  way  to  it,  I  confess.  1  had  a 
great  deal  of^ti^ouble,  in  the  outset,  from  the  inter- 
ference 
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ference  of  the  parents,  M^ho  uniformly  took  her  part 
against  themselves,  and  allowed  her  at  table  to 
help  herself  to  what  she  liked  best,  and  to  assume 
a  control) ng  power  in  every  thing  ;  but  I  weathered 
all  this,  and  by  dealing  firmly  and  candidly  with 
the  girl,  I  broncrht  her  to  reason — tlie  chief  enorine 
of  government  I  u^ed  was  a  pen.  I  framed  a  little 
catechism,  to  which  I  made  her  answer  every 
night;  and  1  wrote  daily,  and  in  her  sight,  a  journal 
of  her  conduct :  I  made  her  father  praise  or  blame 
her,  as  she  merited  :  she  began  to  feel  the  sweet  sa- 
tisfaction of  an  approving  conscience  ;  and  having 
prevailed  on  Mrs.  Reed  to  pursue  my  plan,  when 
1  was  called  away  from  them,  I  bad  great  hopes  of 
a  reform ;  but  on  my  return  1  found  they  had  not 
persisted  a  week  in  that  which  they  at  first  thought 
almost  magic  in  its  effects ;  and  the  house  would 
scarcely  have  been  tolerable,  had  not  a  place  of 
education  been  found  for  her,  three  years  ago. 

*  The  evil  is  in  itself,  and  in  its  concomitant  cir- 
cumstaDceSj'ccntinued  Mrs.  Le  Sage,  *very serious ; 
but  far  more  in  those  which  may  follow  it.  I  make 
no  scruple  of  asserting  that  one  of  the  many  causes 
contributing  to  the  prevailing  disease  of  a  disor- 
dered mind  is  the  want  of  early  discipline.  Young 
people  now  are  so  indulged  and  so  wayward,  that 
the  world  will  not  satisfy  them— poetry,  fiction, 
and  the  tension  of  their  minds  set  the  intellect  to 
too  fine  an  edge — the  imagination,  that  main-sail 
of  an  unballasted  vessel,  has  acquired  a  destructive 
predooiinance — half  its  food  is  poison.  And  where  ■ 
|;his  is  not  the  error,  the  extreme  inanity  in  which^ 

young^ 
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young  people  are  allowed  to  pass  tbcir  time  of  re- 
laxation, does  the  mischief.  In  the  case  of  Bar^ 
bara,  T  know  she  never  returns  to  discipline  witFioul 
a  letter  of  justification  for  not  having  done  any  part 

of  what  was    expected  of  her. The   smallest 

reverse  that  these  seekers  of  indulgence  meet 
with,  on  entering  the  world,  destroys  them — many 
are  the  instances  of  death  in  young  people,  by 
chagrin,  attending  a  disappointment  in  the  wealth 
of  a  father — and  many,  many  of  the  hosts  now  fill- 
ing!!:, or  waiting  to  fill,  houses  of  private  reception 
for  the  insane,  would  never  have  needed  them,  had 
they  been  in  time  taught  to  submit.  One  proof  of 
this  is  the  rarity  of  insanity  amongst  quake rs — the 
more  they  relax,  the  less  will  grow  this  distinction, 
but,  at  present,  pure  insanity  is  not  common  among 
them.  See  what  is  the  conduct  of  a  family  of 
well-educated  quakers.  I  have  heard  a  father  say 
to  a  son,  at  what  is  called  man's  estate,  '  David, 
what  time  m.ust  thee  set  otffor  town  to-morrow  ?' — 
*  At  six,  father :  w  ould  thee  w  ish  me  to  go  sooner  ? 
—if  thee  do,  I  will.' — *  To  please  my  father'  is 
the  motive  I  have  heard  alledged  by  many  quaker- 
girls  in  domg  what  they  thought  he  would  approve, 
and  one  child  can  deter  anotlier  from  doing  what 
would  be  very  pleasant^  by  saying,  '  Do  not  thee 
think  thy  father  or  thy  mother  will  be  displeased?' 
— They  certainly  do  bring  up  their  children  in  a 
way  that  is  worthy  of  imitation ;  and  the  early  age 
at  which  they  instil  principles,  is  much  in  favor  of 
their  being  retained.  In  short,  my  dear  Miss 
Aubrey,  there  are  few  amongst  us  v,  ho  were  npt 

treated 
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created  to  obey  our  fellow-creatures  in  some  way  or 
other,  and  Ave  must  all  obey  one  Master — women 
have  a  more  especial  call  to  obedience;  and  I  know 
no  exemption,  even  for  Barbara  Reed  *.' 

f  "We  are  SQUietimes  inclined  to  believe,  that  young  per- 
sons fear  disgracing  their  rank,  by  showing  respect  to  their 
par«nt5.  For  the  inforroation  of  this  luvclj/  timidity y  we  beg 
to  assure  young  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  they  may  obey 
the  command  of  their  Maker,  and  yet  be  fashionable  ;  for 
we  have  heard  a  young  man,  of  the  most  elegant  person  and 
nianiiers,  the  nephew  of  a  duke,  and  now  the  husband  of  a 
.fluke's  daughter,  and  with  a  genealogy  that  few  of  our  rea- 
ders could  pretend  to  match,  reply  to  his  father,  when  he 
said,  '  Act  for  yourself,  I  do  not  wish  to  treat  you  like  a 
cliiid  / — *  1  always  wish.  Sir,  to  consi'der  myself  as  a 
child,  where  you  are  concerned.' — Being  asked, '  When  shall 
J  see  you  again  ,?'  he  answered,  *  When  you  command  ixie, 
-Sir.*  And  we  really  did  overhear  a  young  woman  of  for- 
tune, and  now  the  wife  of  a  gentleman  of  very  large  landed 
"property,  say  to  her  parent,  when  thanked  for  some  atten- 
tipu,  *  Can  1  do  too  much  for  so  good  a  mother?' — *  Very 
probably,'  replies  iMrs.  Augustus,  or  Miss  Augusta  Urchin, 
*  but  then  t/iey  had  such  parents  as  one  ought  to  have.  J 
dare  say  they  had  made  them,  independent/ — *  Nonsense! 
they  were  not  independent — and  tell  us,  ye  pert  friends,  is 
there  any  qualifying  clause  in  the  commandmenJ  ? — Are  vvje 
told  to  honor  our  father  and  mother  if  we  like  them.  jBe- 
lieve  us,  if  the  young  will  not  correct  themselves,  the  rod  of 
parental  power  will  soon  be  felt  heavier  than  is  expected  : 
parents  are  beginning  to  open  their  eyes— and  we  certainly 
will  help  th«u,  out  of  the  siucerest  regard  for  the  rising  go 
ner^tion.  , 
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The  gentle  Barbara,  The  wise  parent .  Yotcng  pesis.  Kindred 
lirtues.  Portraits  of  a  family.  Labor  in  xain.  An  a^tlcujar^ 
attempt.     Welcome  home  again. 

The  family  returned.  Miss  Reed  and  Gertrude 
were  introduced  to  each  other,  and  it  could  not  but 
be  confessed  that  Mrs.  Reed's  eulogium  on  her 
daughter  was,  as  far  as  time  permitted  the  disclo- 
sure, justihed — but  the  parents  wore  care  on  their 
brow  ;  and  Mrs.  Reed's  incessant  and  assiduous 
endeavors  to  stroke  her  daughter  into  a  creditable 
deportment,  shewed  that  sometldng  was  wanting. 

'  I  am  desperate,'  said  Mr.  Reed,  at  the  iirst 
opportunity  of  speaking  alone  to  Gertrude.  '  Ail 
that  has  been  said  or  done,  has  had  no  effect.  I 
saw  m  Barbara  no  expression  of  joy  at  meeting  us, 
but  much  of  regret  at  quitting  Lady  Altitude  and 
her  daughter  :  she  was  surprised  we  had  come  for 
her  with  only  a  pair  of  horses.  ^  Lady  Altitude 
never  stirred  without  four.'  I  ventured  to  remind 
her  that  half  our  way  was  over  the  bowling-road  of 
our  own  park  ;  but  this  seemed  to  carry  no  apology. 
The  time  of  year  being  not  very  friendly  to  travel- 
ling in  the  open  air,  and  her  mother  liaviiig  been 
lately  an  invalid,  we  had  the  carriage  close :  she 
desired  it  might  be  thrown  open  directly,  or  she 
must  ride  on  the  outside  :   '  Lady  Altitude's  had 

been 
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been  open  all  the  way  from  town,  and  every  body 
opened  their  carriage  now,  even  at  Christmas  .  It 
was  not  decent  to  contest  the  matter  puhlicly,  so 
we  acquiesced  :  but  I  believe  we  were  wrong.' 

Gertrude  eould  scai-cely  command  her  feelings: 
*  Hen-pecked'  she  knew  to  be  a  periphrasis  for 
wife-governed  ;  but  '  chick-pecked'  she  had  never 
heard — it  would  now  be  very  handy  if  brought  into 
use.  '  Why,'  thought  she,  as  Mr.  Reed  proceed- 
ed, almost  in  tears,  to  bewail  his  misery,  and  almost 
to  wish  he  had  no  daughter— he  was  wrong  here  ; 
he  should  have  wished  for  a  dozen — '  why,'  thought 
Gertrude,  '  did  you  not  turn  this  graceless  wretch 
into  the  road,  and  make  her  march  before  you  all 
the  way  home  ?' 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  politeness  and  cor- 
diality of  Miss  Reed's  deportment  to  her  new  ac- 
quaintance. Had  Gertrude  not  been  previously 
admitted  to  confidence,  she  could  not  have  inferred 
,any  thing  at  all  of  kii)  to  hard-heartedness,  from 
what  she  experienced;  but  certainly  she  was  less 
solicitous  to  please  her  parents  than  tlieir  visitors. 
Had  they  been  from  home,  Gertrude  must  have 
thought  her  more  than  commonly  endowed  with 
the  sentle  o;races  of  her  sex  ;  and  whatever  was 
agreeable  in  itself  came  so  recommended  by  the 
elegance  of  her  manners  and  the  beauty  of  her 
person,  that  the  touciistone  of  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Reed's 
presence  ^yas  necessary  to  make  Gertrude  credit 
what  she  could  not  but  wish  existed  not.  So  little 
did  this  lovely  girl  seem  conscious  of  her  fault,  or 
attentive  to  the  vii^ibie  dejection  of  her  father  and 

tlie 


THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE.  l^^ 

the  restless  anxiety  of  her  mother,  that  she  censured 
ahijost  her  own  identical  fault  in  speaking  of  others* 

Yet  even  smarting  as  were  these  wretched 
parents,  under  what  may  be  termed  the  inhumanity 
of  tlieir  only  child,  it  was  evident  that  they  wished 
to  disguise  it.  Every  attempt  that  Mrs.  or  ]\iiss 
Le  Sage  made  to  hint,  in  the  most  distant  way,  the 
beauty  of  lilial  obedience,  or  to  recommend  the  re- 
gards of  good  breeding  between  relations,  ihe}^ 
crushed  by  almost  thanking  Ciod  that  their  Barbara 
needed  no  such  teaching.  i\iiss  Le  Sao-e  had  been 
a  guest  in  a  house  where  a  ludicrous  scene  occur- 
red, in  consequence  of  the  importance  allowed  to 
the  childr^^n  of  the  family.  She  began,  saying, 
!  We  had  a  dinner-party  one  day,  and  just  as  we 
were  sitting  down  to  table,  Mrs.  Lackwit  apo- 
logised for  the  indecorum  she  had  been  guilty 
of  in  promising  her  little  boy  the  pleasure  of  dining 
with  us :  it  was  not,'  as  she  said,  *  a  customary 
indulgence  in  her  family,  but  John-Francis  had 
begi^ed  so  hard,  that  she  could  not  refuse  him :  it 
was  not  for  the  sake  of  the  dinner:  her  children 
were,  thank  God,  too  well  brought  up  to  think 
much  about  eating;  but  it  was  merely  for  the  plea- 
sure of  sitting  at  table  with  us — for,  perhaps,  he 
would  not  eat  two  niouthfuUs — poor  dear  little 
heart  r 

'  I  have  no  patience,'  said  Mr  Reed,  ^  with 
people  who  plague  one  with  their  children  at  table. 
We  never  allowed  our  Barbara  to  dine  with  us  till 
she  was — I  doit^  know  how  old — but  she  always 
behaved  well — and  well,  I  trust,  she  always  will  be- 
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have— she  does  not  want  for  good  sensev  and  I  arrj 
sure  she  shall  never  want  encouragement.' 

Mrs.  Reed  asked  for  a  little  more  of  the  dinner^ 
party.     Miss  Le  SaG;e  resumed. 

"  You  do  not  know,  my  dear  madam,"  said 
Mrs.  Lackwit  to  an  old  lady  quite  deaf,  and  who 
could  only  nod  and  bow  in  reply ;  "  you  do  not 
know  how  very  sensible  John-Francis  grows ;  he 
would  astonish  you,  and  he  is  always  talking  of 
you." 

'  That's  the  way  with  all  silly  mothers,'  said 
Mrs.  Reed:  'always  pufhng  off  their  children.  Now 
I,  when  Barbara — ' 

'  Come,  do  not  let  us  talk  of  Barbara  now,'  said 
Mr.  Reed,  '  I  want  a  little  more  of  Master  John- 
Francis.* 

'  Well,'  proceeded  Miss  Le  Sage,  ^  Master 
John-Francis  was  seated  next  to  the  old  lady;  and 
then  mama  began:  "  What  will  John-Francis's 
dear  little  heart  like  to  have  of  all  these  nice  things? 
— now  look  round^  quite  sharp,  while  I  am  busy." 

'  What  tolly  1'  said  Mrs.  Reed,  '  to  give  children 
their  choice!  how  can  they  know  what  is  fit  for 
them  to  eat  ?     When  my  Barbara  was  a  child — ' 

'  Nay,'  said  Mr.  Reed,  -'  let  us  hear  Master's 
choice.     What  did  he  take  ?' 

'  He  chose,'  said  Miss  Le  Sage,  '  soal,  which 
his  father  was  carving ;  but  mama,  as  if  fearing 
papa  might  not  be  as  yielding  as  she  was,  per- 
suaded him  to  be  content  with  some  of  '  the  nice 
thin  rich  part  of  the  pretty  pink  salmon/  to  which 
she  wt  s  helping  her  guests/ 

*The 
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^  The  worst  fish  in  the  world  for  children,'  said 
Mr.  Reed — *  our  little  girl—' 

'  Nay,  nay;  you  will  not  let  77?e  talk  of  Barbara,' 
said  Airs.  Reed—-^  so  pray  do  not  you.  Go  on^ 
dear  coubin — did  Master  take  the  pink  fish?' 

*  No,  he  was  constant.'  *  All!  ah!  John-Fran- 
cis,' says  mama,  *  let  you  alone,  you  always  know 
what's  nice.'  '  Just  what  I  wanted,'  whispering 
to  the  gentleman  next  her;  *  lie  would  have  changed 
his  mind  if  I  had  not  offered  him  the  salmon.  I 
did  it  only  to  make  him  take  the  soal.  Do,  Mr. 
Lackwit,  help  poor  dear  John-Francis  to  a  little 
bit  of  that  nice  white  boiled  soal — not  the  fried 
■ — the  boiled  is  more  relishing,  darling — it's  good 
good.  I  am  ashamed.  Sir  Thomas,  to  keep  you 
waiting  while  he  is  helped — but 'tis  but  a  child.' — 
Sir  Thomas  bowed;  and  Mr.  Lackwit  in  silence 
obeyed  his  wife. 

'  Polite  !'  said  Mr.  Reed,  '  Barbara,  what  would 
^oic  have  said  to  being  helped  before  strangers  ?' 

'  In  the  second  course,'  pursued  Miss  Le  Sage, 
*  there  were  ducks;  and  the  young  gentleman  hav- 
ing, as  his  mother  said,  saved  a  corner,  after  eating 
of  half  a  dozen  things,  for  the  merry-thought  of  a 
duck,  which  was  his  delight,  he  was  very  impatient 
jjor  the  dissection.  Sir  Thomas  offered  his  ser- 
vices, but  nobody  but  mama  must  cut  it;  and  as 
she  was  not  at  leisure,  and  wished  obviously  to 
keep  the  ducks  whole,  till  it  was  fit  they  should  be 
cut,  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  accomplish  her  pur- 
pose, and  keep  her  son  quiet.  Mr.  Lackwit  now 
interfering,  declared   that  the  duck  should  not  be 

o  2  cut 


W6  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE. 

cut  to  please  the  boy,  and  this  exciting  his  hunger 
still  more,  the  mother  was  obliged  to  intreat  soma 
one  to  take  a  bit  of  duck,  that  John-Francis  might 
be  served ;  but  every  one  proving  obdurate,  she 
could  ouly  send  away  her  own  plate  and  eat  duck; 
yet  this  did  not  quite  answer  the  purpose,  for  the 
young  man  had  been  used  to  scrape  the  dish — the 
rest  of  the  duck  Was  therefore  removed  to  another, 
and  he  was  indulged  in  the  gravy.' 

'  Happy  there  were  no  more  children !'  said 
INIrs.  Reed.  ^  I  do  think  it  is  a  shocking  thing  if 
people  cai>not  keep  one  child  under  good  control — 
there  misht  be  some  excuse,  if  there  w^ere  half  a 
iiozen.' 

'  O !  but  there  were  more  of  the  race,'  said  Miss 
Le  Sage;  '  with  the  dessert,  came  Miss  Lackwit, 
a  year  older  than  her  brotlier,  but  in  complete  good 
order,  for  I  never  saw  a  ^hild  so  subdued.     She 
took  her  station  by  her  father,  in  silence  and  suffer- 
ing,  declined  every  thing  oftered  her,   because  she 
was  afraid  to  put  out  her  hand — and  drank — O  how 
1  pitied  the  little  creature ! — the  health  of  every 
individual  round  the  table.     Mama  then,  against 
the   inclination    of  the  father,  bid   her  sing,  and 
prompting  her  Avith  every  line,  and  making  her  go 
over  every  stanza  twice,  that  she  might  have  it  more 
perfect,  she  got  through,  in  one  continued  shake, 
and  with  not  a  note  in  tune,  '  Crazy  Jane,'  while 
I  sat  almost  as  crazy  as  Jane  herself,  with  anger  and 
impatience.     Next  came  in  a  lovely  fat  girl,   not 
four  years  old,  *  the  father's  pet' — she  kneeling 

on 
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%m  his  knees,  and  putting  up  her  little  hands,  was 
made  to  exhibit  in  a  repetition  of  tiie  Lord's 
pra^xT;  and  somehow  or  other  I  wrs  beginnin^r  to 
feel  very  uiiconifortable,  when  a  baby  was  pro- 
duced, wtio  having  been  deposited  by  its  nurse,  in 
rotation  with  ail  of  us,  at  last  reached  its  mother, 
and  gave  some  indications  of  hunger  or  thirst  which 
*  we  ladies'  retired  to  satify.' 

Miss  Le  Sage,  at  the  end  of  her  recital,  would, 
from  what  she  had  witnessed  in  this  family,  have 
reasoned  on  the  probable  fate  of  the  children  in 
it ;  but  she  soon  found  her  relations  were  in  aj^o- 
nies,  lest  Miss  Reed  should  suspect  herself  glanced 
at.  They  therefore  anticipated,  in  their  own  way, 
the  cvii  consequences  of  such  bad  nianagement, 
and  again  thanked  God  that,  by  having  avoided 
any  resemblance  to  such  folly,  they  felt  perfectly 
secure  from  similar  punishment.  The  whole  con- 
versation on  their  part  therefore,  ended  in  a  com- 
pliment to  their  daughter;  and  if  they  had  possess- 
ed influence  enough  to  produce  any  effect  in  her 
inind,  her  feeling  must  have  been  the  most  perfect 
encouragement  to  behave  ill. 

Gertrude  passed  an  hour  that  evening  with  ]\Irs. 
and  Miss  Le  Sage,  and  remarked,  with  b'jpe,  that  it 
was  not  impossible  to  recall  Miss  lleei  to  a  sense 
of  duty;  her  foundation  was  the  various  indications 
she  gave  of  feeling  and  good  dispositions.  *  She 
is  pitiful,  she  is  courteous,'  said  Miss  Le  Sage,  *  I 
grant  it ;  but  whether  she  be  reclaimable,  is  another 
question,  and  admits  of  as  much  doubt  as  I  feel 

when 
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whsn  I  ask  myself  whether  her  parents  are  capa- 
ble of  taking  care  of  then-  own  interests  in  the  bu- 
siness, were  they  put  in  the  way  to  do  it.  Some- 
thing must  be  done,  if  not  for  their  sake,  for  the 
glrrs  :  a  hard  heart  in  any  one  at  fiiteen,  must  be- 
come something  dreadful  at  iitty.' 

*  There  are,  in  my  opinion/  said  Mrs.  Le  Sage, 
'  a  set  of  female  virtues  that  are  strongly  linked, 
and  which  can  never  be  practised  in  any  degree  of 
perfection  but  when    they  exist  together.     They 
are  all,  I  am  convinced,  but  moditications  of  the 
same  feeling.     Piety  towards  God^  is  loyalty  to 
our  sovereign,  obedience  to  parents^  submission  to 
a  husband,  and  in  the  state  previous  to  that  of 
rnarriage,  fideiiiy  tq  the  man  of  our  choice.     In 
^11  of  these  duties  I  have  been  practised ;  and  how- 
ever imperfectly  I  have  performed  them,   I  would 
iiot,  for  any  gratification,  give   up  the  dignifiecl 
pleasure  they  have  produced  nae.     In  chpral  ser- 
vice \yben  I  hear 

<  ^ . the  pealing  organ  blow 


To  the  full-voiced  choir  below 
In  service  high  and  aiithem  clear/ 

J  am  borne  in  imaginatiop  to  Heaven ;  and  when 
I  have- attended  our  blameless,  our  holy-minded 
monarch,  at  any  public  spectacle,  and  above  all, 
when  I  have  seen  hhii  at  early  prayers  in  Windsor 
castle,  my  heart  has,  in  the  first  mstance,  over- 
flowed with  a  sentiment  of  undescribable  attach- 
ment, and  m  the  last,  my  prayers  have,  I  hopQ, 
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^ascended  with  his  for  blessings  on  his  people,  in 
humble  intreaty  that  so  great  an  example  of  those 
virtues  to  which  tlic  kingdom  of  Heaven  is  pro- 
mised, may  not  be  withdrawn  till  I  am  laid  in  my 
grave.  Now,  what  of  these  consolations  which 
I,  at  threescore,  experience,  can  Barbara  Reed 
hope  for,  if  one  of  the  most  important  of  these 
features  be  wanting  to  her  mind  at  the  time  when 
her  mind  is,  as  I  may  say,  framing  its  countenance? 
We  ought  all  to  grov;  better  as  we  grow  older;  but 
growing  better  implies  a  positive  degree  of  good 
previously  subsisting ;  and  if  the  time  of  amelio- 
ration is  to  be  spent  in  bringing  ourselves  up  from 
an  abyss  of  error  to  the  lowest  degree  of  right,  life 
will  be  too  short  for  any  visible  progress  in  our 
task;  and  we  may  be  called  to  the  throne  of  final 
judgment,  before  we  have  bestowed  any  thought 
on  the  requisites  for  being  acquitted  there.' 

*  Another  consideration,'  said  Miss  Le  Sage, 
'  makes  me  anxious  for  Barbara.  In  her  conduct 
towards  her  parents,  she  shews  that  she  considers 
them  as  no  protection  ;  and  by  this  independence 
she  obviously  deprives  herself  of  that  safeguard 
which  should  protect  her  against,  not  only  violence, 
but  imposition.  The  lamb  had  strayed  from  the 
ewe,  before  the  wolf  seized  on  it:  the  mother 
would  not  have  gone  out  of  sight  of  the  dogs.' 

'  And,'  continued  Mrs.  Le  Sage,  when  she  had 
listened  to  what  Gertrude  could  suggest,  ^  example 
terrifies  me  more  than  any  of  my  own  theories: 
extreme  indulgence  does  so  fatten  if  it  does  not 
harden  the  young  heart,  that  it  must  be  the  deep- 
est 
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est  probing  that  reaches  its  diseased  core  ;  and  I 
have  on  my  fuemory  an  instance  so  diretui   ot  its 
fatal  elibcts,  that  you  cjuinot  wonder  if  lattend  to 
no  disparity  between  the  situation  of  ter  whose  de- 
praved mind  furnishes   it,  and  the  object  of  my 
nearer  anxiety.     I  was,  in  the  early  part  of  my  lite, 
intimately  acquainted  with  a  very  worthy  man  who 
was,  at  the  time  1  knew  him,  suffering  under  a 
singular  and  very  severe  hardship.     He  had  been 
bred  to  the  bar,  and  was  in  the  receipt  of  a  consi- 
derable income  from  his  profession ;  iiis   connec- 
tions were  of  the  first  rank,  and  he  was,  in  every 
way,  a  gentleman.     An  offer  was  made  him  to  go 
to  the  East  Indies  as  a  puisne  judge,  and  being  a 
single  man  at  the  time,  the  offer  was  eliLdbic,  and 
he  accepted  it:  he  disposed  of  his  chambers,  his 
books,  and  whatever  he  possessed  of  propcirty,  and 
was  preparing   to  embark,  when  a  change  in  the 
administration  brought  forward  a  candidate  for  the 
situation,  and  without  any  atonement  to  him  for  his 
disappointment  or  his  loss,  he  was  informed  that  his 
services  were  not  needed:  he  had  then  to  begin  the 
world  again,  and  again  was  getting  forward,  though 
very  slowly,    when   an  opportunity  of  very  fairly 
advancing  his  fortune  by  marrying  the  widow  of  a 
Scotch  peer,  presented  itself:  the  lady  was  an  esti' 
mable  woman,  with  a  small  jointure,  but  good  con- 
nections, and  very  well  disposed,  for  the  sake  of 
protection,  and  a  comfortable  home,  to  live  in  the 
strictest  frugality.  They  had  one  daughter;  and  as 
they  were  not  then  young  people,  they  considered 
every  renunciation  of  needless  expense  as  doubly 
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enjoiued  by  their  anxiety  for  her.^  As  she  grew  up, 
talents,  of  no  common  description,  called  for  an 
education  more  than  adequate  to  their  fortune : 
they  were  unwilling  that  Jemima  should  be  stinted 
in  any  thing  which  their  {)ower  could  reach,   were 
the  exertion  ever  so  painful  to  themselves  ;  and  she 
had  the  best  instructors  in  every  branch  of  polite 
accomplishments.     At  eleven  years  old,  she  was 
a  prodigy. in  music,  drawing,  and  languages;  and 
at  twelve,  she  had  composed  a  set  of  lessons  for 
which  a  publisher  of  music  offered  a  considerable 
sum;  but  too  thoughtless  to  know  the  value  to  her 
parents  of  such  an  assistance  in  their  expences, 
and   too   perverse  to  be  advised,  she  contrived   to 
send    the  lessons  to  the  man  to  whom  she  had 
shewn  them,  with  a  Nourishing  note  requesting  his 
acceptance  of  them.      I  tell  you  this,  only  that  you 
may  judge  of  the  cast  of  her  mind.     I  shall  not 
follow  her  through  the  vagaries    of  her   temper. 
She  was  still  the  delight  and  the  pride  of  her  pa- 
rents ;  and  a  large  circle  of  friends,  vain  of  her 
talents,    gave    her    the    best    introduction.  "   She 
Mas  drest  at  a  great  expence,  to  be  seen  with  the 
first  people  in  the  first  situations;  and  it  was  de- 
cided to  procure  for  her  the  post  of  maid  of  ho- 
nor :  interest  w^as  making,  when  she  eloped,  not 
with  a  gay  soldier,  a  rough  sailor,  or  a  man   of 
accomplishments;    not    even    with    her  drawing 
or    her    dancing    master,  ,but  with  a  low  musi- 
cian; and  who, — if  such  a  deed  could   be  hon- 
est • — an  honest  plain  man,  soon  found  that  he  had 
jnade  a  sad  bargain.     I  cannot  describe  toyou  the 
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situation,  the  grief,  the  despair  of  the  poor  father 
and  mother.  I  called  by  accident  and  heard  the 
news.  I  had  a  young  friend  with  me  at  the  time ; 
and  never  can  I  forget  the  wretched  father's  looking 
at  her,  and  saying  with  a  pathos  reminding  me  of 
J-,ear's 

*  Have  liis  daughters  brought  him  to  this?' 

I  hope  she  does  not  learn  music' 

'  Days  and  weeks  did  the  wretch  suffer  her  pa- 
rents  to  remain  ignorant  of  her  fate ;  and  at  last 
she  was  accidentally  discovered  by  an  old  servant, 
who,  soinof  to  visit  a  friend,  saw  this  once  favored 
child,  ROW  a  lodger  in  the  hf)use,  creep  down  stairs, 
unconscious  she  was  seen,  to  wash  her  only  change 
of  raiment.  But  even  then,  she  was  hardened, 
and  no  kindness,  no  promise  of  forgiveness  could 
draw  her  back. 

'  I  ha-ve  no  pleasure/  continued  Mrs.  Le  Sage, 
*  in  detailing  scenes  of  distrusting  sordidness;  but  I 
should  err  in  judgment  if  I  did  not  give  you  the 
truth:  the  first  time  Lady  ****'**'^  saw  her  daugh- 
ter, was  in  dirt  aiad  rags,  the  remnants  of  former 
finery,  at  the  door  of  a  public-bouse,  where,  either 
with,  or  standing  near  some  m«en  of  a  very  low  de- 
scription, she  was  drinking  part  of  a  pot  of  porter, 
goon  after  tliis,  she  wrote  a  specious  humble  letter, 
describing  the  most  wretched  poverty  and  the  near 
approach  of  a  time  vAiei%  it  must  be  more  severely 
felt*  She  was  takeri  home,  and  kindly  treated ; 
tmt  her  husband  was.  kept  aloof,  and  this,  as  soon 
aa  her  danger  was  over,  sli€  resented,  in  a  way  tiiat 
left  ao  place  for  kindness, 

«  Still 
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^  Still,  though  her  father  would  not  see  her,  when 
to  insult  hiin  was  the  purpose  of  every  visit,  the 
mother,  fearing  her  sinking  to  the  abyss  of  infamy, 
attended   to  her  in   privac\^,   which    he  connived 
at; — but  to  do  her  good  was  as  impossible  as  to 
make  her  feel.     The  flither"s  health  now  rapidly 
sunk  under  the  severe  chastisement;  nor  was  the 
mother's  uninjured.      A   dropsy  coming   on,  the 
usual  submersion  of  a  breaking  heart,  he  was  re- 
moved a  few  miles  out  of  London  for  change  of 
air,  and  his  daughter  v.'as  informed  he  vvas  dying, 
and  that  she  miglit  see  him.     To  the  messenger 
who   brought  the    news,    she   replied   by  saying, 
literally,  that  she  should  certainly  '  wear  pink  for 
mourning  for  him.'     She  went  to  make  the  visit ; 
and  the  old  man   died  at  the  sight  of  her:  the 
piother  lived  eighteen  months  in  an  incessant  fever. 
Of  the   catastrophe  of  this  monster,  I  cannot  in- 
form you ;  my  last  knowledge  of  her,  occurred  a 
few  }ears  ago,  when  she  came    to  my  house  in 
town,  begging,  on  the  plea  of  my  having  known 
her  father  and  moti^r.      I  retorted  her  plea  as  a 
reason  for  dismissing  her  unrelieved;  and  if  our 
sentiments  are  to  find  their  foundation  in  expe- 
rience, you  cannot  wonder  that  mine  are  not  in 
favor  of  unlimited  indulgence  in  parents  toward* 
cirildren.' 

The  visit  to  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Reed  was  protracted 
to  the  period  of  a  week;  and  this  indulgence,  as 
necessary  to  Gertrude's  re-establishment,  Lady 
Luxmore  had,  not  unhandsomely,  concurred.  It 
had    aiforded   time   for  obtaining  some  intimacy 

with, 
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with,  and  some  influence  over  Miss  Reed ;  arid 
Gertrude  had  proceeded  so  far  as  to  say,  she 
tboufrht  her  *  a  little  heedless'  in  her  conduct  to- 
wards  her  parents.  The  hint,  as  coming  from  a 
stranger  who  could  not  be  suspected  of  interest 
or  prejudice,  seemed  to  have  weight ;  and  receiv- 
ing it  with  great  good  humor,  Barbara  imposed  on 
her  new  friend  the  task  of  some  silent  gesture 
of  admonition,  whenever  she  tript  in  her  duty. 
Two  days  past  wonderfully  well ;  and  Mr.  Reed, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  thanked  Gertrude  for  the 
miracle  she  had  atchieved  in  making  his  daughter 
civil  to  him;  but  on  the  third  day,  which  was  that 
of  Mrs.  Le  Sage's  proceeding  on  her  journey,  Ger- 
trude saw  she  had  little  cause  to  regret  th^^t  she 
could  not  stay  longer.  In  something  like  an  alter- 
cation between  father  and  dauglUer  on  a  trilling 
question,  Gertrude  took  part  with  the  former, 
when  he  stppt  her,  saying,  '  I  really  believe  Bar- 
bara is  right :  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  dear  girl  : 
— I  confess  you  know  more  on  the  subject  than  I 
do:  these  young  things,'  added  he,  '  are  so  ex- 
pert !  they  have  all  their  knowledge  in  their  me- 
mories: such  an  advantage!  we  old  fools  are  quite 
in  the  back  ground.'  '  Mr.  Sterling,'  said  Ger- 
trude, *  used  to  warn  me  against  conceit  on  this 
point,  by  saying  that  our  advantage  is  a  deception: 
the  knowledge  of  young  persons,  he  said,  is  often 
merely  the  scaffolding  to  a  building — not  needed, 
and    consequently   removed,  when    the  ediiice  is 

finished.'- *  'Tis   an    ingenious   thought,'    said 

Mr.   Reed ;  *  but  still,  if  it  be  a  scaiFolding,   I 

would 
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would  retain  it.  I  have  a  great  respect  for  ac- 
curacy ;  and  I  am  glad  Barbara  is  so  accurate  : 
accuracy  is  a  good  thing,  Barbara  :  do  not  be  put 
out  of  conceit  with  it.' — '  True,'  said  Mrs.  Le 
Sage,  smiling,  *  if  it  does  not  hinder  the  mind  from 
extending  itself:  if  it  does,  it  is  a  sadpin-sticking 
quality.' 

*  Aye,  very  well,  my  dear  good  aunt,'  said  Mr. 
Reed  ;  '  you  and  1  shall  not  quarrel  about  pm- 
sticking  ;  but  I  shall  always  be  an  advocate  for 
accuracy.' 

*  These  good  cousins  of  mine,'  said  Miss  Le 
Sage,  when  the  party  had  broken  up,  *  are  posi- 
tively awed  by  their  own  child.' 

*  Society,'  said  her  step-mother,  when  the  situ- 
ation of  the  family  was  the  topic  of  conversation 
in  the  journey  to  town,  '  will  be  a  pyramid  on  its 
•point,  in  a  very  short  time,  if  this  iashlon  of  pa- 
rental submission  prevails ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  see 
and  to  say,  that  the  mischief  will  not  be  confined 
to  the  higher  classes  :  I  have  heard  my  bailiff  and 
my  gardener  complain,  that  in  their  old  ag-e,  their 
children,  who  had  always  had  their  own  wa}^ 
would  do  nothing  for  them  in  return  for  their  cares.' 

'  But,'  said  Miss  Le  Sage,  '  I  am  afraid,  like  my 
good  cousins,  they  must,  in  justice,  blame  them- 
selves.' I  am  sure  children  brought  up  in  habits 
of  obedience  would  do  better;  but  if  they  are  not 
taught  first  to  fear  God,  how  can  they  be  expected 
to  obey  iheir  parents  ?  \\\  Scotland,  you  remem.ber, 
my  dear  mother,  we  used  to  see  fathers  going 
jegula,rly  to  divine  worship  with  tlicir  families:  the 

young 


!G06  THE  COUNTES^  AND  GERTRUDE. 

young  people  were  treated  in  a  way  to  inspircf 
that  niixt  sentiment  of  fear  and  love,  which  wel 
call  awe;  and  I  believe  an  ungrateful  son  or  daugh- 
ter is  not  often  to  be  found  in  Scotland :  but  if 
the  men  you  speak  of,  were, — though  not  perhaps 
in  tke  alehouse, — idling  at  home  when  they 
ought  to  have  been  at  church ;  if  ihey  were  brutal 
to  their  wives,  or  in  any  way  departed  from  their 
duty,  whether  by  violence  or  negligence,  they  had 
no  right  to  expect  strict  performances  of  that 
whichthey  did  not  perform  themselves;  and  though 
it  does  not  acquit  their  children,  it  divides  the' 
blame.  In  our  own  rank  in  life,  I  despair  of  seeing 
filial  piety  again ; — children  rule  so  entirely,  either' 
by  their  tempers  or  their  supposed  consequence, 
that  they  must  be  fools  if  they  are  not  tyrants.' 

*  And  I  am  sorry  to  say,'  said  Mrs.  I.e  Sage, 
'  that  in  some  instances  where  the  contrary  is  at- 
tempted, the  attempt  is  so  aukwardly  made,  that 
I  question  whether  a  silent  acquiescence  in  the 
first  conquest,  be  not  better  prudence  than  risk- 
ing a  battle.  Mrs.  Poignant,  the  other  day  when 
1  called  to  take  leave,  led  her  daughter,  a  great 
girl  of  fourteen,  into  the  room^with  her  shoes  hung 
about  her  neck,  which  I  found  was  her  punish- 
ment for  some  neMiorence  in  her  wear  of  them. 
When  she  was  sent  away,  I  asked  Mrs.  Poignant 
if  she  did  not  fear  taking  off  the  edge  of  sl>ame :' 
it  had  not  occurred  to  her  recollection :  she  sent 
for  her  daughter,  told  her  what  I  had  said,  took 
off  her  symbols  of  disgrace,  ki&sed  her,  bade  her 
wipe  her  eyes,  and  advised  her  to  be  a  good  girl.' 

Gertruds 
4. 
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Gertrude  reached  her  home  in  a  state  of  perfat 
recovery ;  and  her  regret  at  parting  from  her  con- 
voying friends,  was  abated  by  their  custom  of 
spending  the  spring  in  London.  The  substitute 
whom  Lady  Luxniore  had  found,  having  turned 
out  a  nuisance,  she  seemed  well  pleased  to  have 
again  one  who  certainly  gave  no  trouble ;  and  her 
health  still  needing  attention,  she  felt  safer  when 
her  former  nurse  was  at  hand.  The  first  evening 
was  s^ent  in  a  recapitulation  of  what  she  had  en- 
dured ;  and  her  expressions  were  little  short  of  joy 
at  Gertrude's  return. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  LXXVIII. 

Sad  privations.      Wholesome  advice.      Memoir  of  a   Uterari) 
Koman.     Circulating    librarians.     Want  of  employ.     Wuht 
,  of  money.     A  project.     The  project  carried  into  effect.     The 
project  successful.     The  acme  of  misery. 

Life,. with  Gertrude  Aubrey,  was  now  again  re- 
duced to  a  monotony,  which  prevented  all  distinc- 
tion of  its  passages,  except  that  which  she  derived 
from  herself;  and  though  she  could  find  incessant 
employment,  much  of  the  interest  she  felt  in  her 
occupations,  was  gone  with  him  who  had,  from  her 
infancy,  so  much  increased  them ;  and  she  experi- 
enced that  sort  of  eiuiiii  which  results  from  making 
ourselves,  either  by  choice  or  necessity,  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  our  own  endeavors.  The  winter 
was  setting  in  with  severity :  her  botanical  friend 
was  detained  at  a  distance  from  London  ;  she  had 
no  means  of  continuing;  her  lessons  in  music  or 
drawing;  and  the  former  seemed  taken  wholly  out 
of  her  power;  for  Lord  Luxmore's  promise  had 
certainly,  she  thought,  been  repented  of,  or  forgot- 
ten: it  was  not  till  some  time  after,  that  she  knew 
how  prudently  the  countess,  on  finding  a  very  fine 
instrument  in  the  house,  had  referred  to  the  front 
board,  and  by  the  direction  it  afforded,  and  the 
help  of  two  chairmen,  restored  it  to  its  owner. 
The  occasional    visits  of   Mrs.  Anne  Britton, 

which 
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which  she  had  the  goodness  to  resume,  were  Ger- 
trude's greatest  consolation  under  her  sad  priva- 
tions. She  convinced  hej,  that  with  such  subjects 
around  her,  her  pencil  might  proceed.  She  bade  her 
recollect  that,  after  all  which  another  can  do  for  us, 
we  must  teach  ourselves,  and  that  the  utmost  which 
masters  can  communicate,  amounts  to  Uttle  more 
than  shortening  our  labor.  In  music,  she  shewed 
her  that,  though  not  practically,  she  might  improve 
herself  in  the  theory  of  the  art.  *  In  short,*  said 
she,  *  you  must  do  like  an  angler  in  a  bad  day  ; 
mend  your  tackling,  and  improve  your  patience  *.' 

This 

*  As  this  is  the  last  occasion  we  shall  have  to  mention 
this  excellent  womaji,  our  earnest  wish  to  attract  to  the 
imitation  of  goodness  by  real  example,  induces  us  to  add 
to  the  traits  of  her  chai  actor  already  presented  to  the  rea- 
der, by  a  few  particulars  that  will  elucidate  her  worth; 
worth  to  which  we  were  very  early  in  life  made  sensible, 
and  of  whose  loss  the  period  since  her  death  has  in  no 
degree  abaterd  our  perceptions.  We  have  said  that,  in  her 
instance,  circumstances  substituted  for  the  common  cares 
of  childhood  a  mode  of  training  not  peculiarly  accommo- 
dated to  the  female  character:  how  far  an  ordinary  educa- 
tion would  have  suited  her  or  influenced  her,  we  can  but 
guess;  but  certainly  if  to  live  to  a  time  of  life  that,  for  her 
sex,  may  be  called  advanced,  insensible  to  the  decays  of  na- 
ture, and  exempt  from  all  necessity  of  artficial  resources: 
if  to  be  sought,  for  the  knowledge  she  possessed,  if  to  be 
loved,  for  the  temper  with  which  she  communicated  that 
liuowledge,  are  advantages  to  be  derived  from  education, 
that  education,  whether  bestozced  or  acquired,  cannot  be  a 
bad  one. 

Her  character  might  have  taken  a  different  turn,  had  her 
father  permitted  her  to    accept   an    offer  made  her  in  her 

youth 

VOL.  IV.  P 
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This  wfts  n'holcsome  advice,  and  bestowed  on 
one  not  disposed  to  neglect  it.     Gertrude  followed 

it 

youth  to  enroll  herself  in  the  -fantastic  school  of  Ri- 
chardson, a  tomplatioh  perhaps,  at  that  time,  requiring  her 
is^nsc  o'f  filial  dbcciieiicfe  to  fesl»t  it,  but  \vhich  subsequcn't 
6bs<!Tvation  "taiigbt  her  to  think  Well  escaped,  a»  her  mind, 
ivhen  hriived  at  its  maturity,  proved  of  a  much  stronger 
character  than  was  necefssary  for  the  pupils  of  a  school 
merely  of  sentiment ;  and  the  obeisance  required  by  the 
founder,  would  ill  have  suited  her  principles;  for  her  truly 
classical  attftinmentis  diSpciised  not  with  ail  iota  of  her  rha- 
rrfl  avCTsiftn  to  corrupt  images;  and  wc  ^vill  venture  to  say, 
that  the  extremely  coarse  painting  of  Richardson's  novels 
never  had,  in  any  degree,  her  approbation.  She  could  not 
have  thought  either  the  fountain  or  the  channel  pure,  when 
.the  stream  was  foul;  and  that  literary  solecism,  works  of 
moral  instruction  too  indelicate  to  bear  reading  aloud, 
would  never  have  arrested  the  attention  of  a  woman,  who 
was  not  only  cautious  of'  the  waste,  but  nice  in  the  use  of 
time. 

Had  she  been  ostentatious  even  in  shewing  that  she  was 
not  miraculously  gifted,  we  rriight  have  been  better  able  to 
present  to  our  readess  her  powers  and  her  means  of  acquir- 
ir^g  knowledge,  but  she  never  egotized  ;  and  we  k.iow  only 
that  she  read  when  others  slept,  and  availed  herself  of 
every  opportunity  of  increasing  the  stores  of  her  mind.  It 
is  certain  that  she  undertstood  French,  Italian,  Spanish, 
German,  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  so  as  to  make  the 
proper  use  of  eacb  of  them:  she  had,  in  her  early  studies, 
attained  a  considi-rable  knowledge  of  the  mathematics :  in 
painting  and  sculpture,  her  long  residence  out  of  England, 
had  perfected  a  natural  -  taste ;  music  she  had  cultivated; 
and  her  genet  al  ijcquaintance  with  persons  of  various  talents, 
gave  her  conversation  that  scope  which  shewed  her  informetl 
on  whatever  could  excite  curiosity.  In  botany,  mineralogy, 
and  coaehobgy,  her   knowledge  made  her  the  conipanion 

of 
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it  with  the  submission  of  an  infant,  and  the  zeal 
of  indigence :  she  hunted  out  in  Mr.  Sterling's  li- 
brary 

of  professors  and  her  audiority  a  secure  reference.  She 
had  studied  human  nature  with  a  philosophic  eye,  and  fore- 
told, years  before  they  occurred,  the  events  that  have  so 
contradicted  the  calculations  on  French  politics.  In  the 
first  attempts  to  restrain  within  the  limits  of  their  own  ter- 
ritory, a  people  whom,  we  knew  not  in  their  new  character, 
she  said,  *  Believe  me,  you  are  not  acquainted  with  their 
scampering  spirit:*  and  experience  certainly  has  proved  that, 
however  disguised  under  semblances  that  made  them  the  jest 
of  Europe,  they  are  still  the  Gauls  described  by  Csesar. 

To  all  these  endowments  and  acquirements,  Mrs.  Brifton 
added  qualities  of  inestimable  Value,  and  of  daily  use.  Her 
candor  and  integrity  were  conspicuous  in  all  her  opinions, 
arid  in  preventing  the  circumstance  of  her  being  of  the 
church  of  Rome  from  forming  any  barrier  between  her  and 
friends  of  a  different  communion.  She  was  one  of  that 
very  small  number  of  females  who  are  capable  of  reasoning 
largely  and  closely:  in  conversation  on  all  subjects,  she  in- 
ferred fairly,  she  deduced  clearly,  and  moderating  her  keen 
perception  of  good  and  evil,  by  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  she  formed  a  temperament  of  opinion  which  divested 
argument  of  all  passion  and  prejudice.  Be  it  remembered 
that  she  never,  unless  led  to  it,  spoke  on  the  subject  of  her 
profession  of  religion. 

Such  was  her  diffidence,  that,  once  being  prevailed  on  to 
inform  a  literary  friend  by  re^-eating  the  words  of  a  hynm 
used  in  the  church  of  which  she  was  a  member,  she  apolo- 
giicd  for  any  imperfection  in  her  recitation,  by  saying  she  had 
never  before  uttered  so  many  Latin  words  together. 

Something  shall,  if  it  be  in  our  power  to  prolong  exist- 
ence, survive  to  keep  this  excellent  woman  in  the  memory 
of  her  friends.  Six  lines,  stolen  by  committing  them  to 
writing  after  once  hearing,  are  in  our  possession.  The  mo- 
p  2  dern 
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library  a  treatise  on  thorough  bass :  she  read  the 
discourses  of  the  first  president  of  the  Royal  Aca- 

dern  historian  will  knaw  the  fact  which  they  record  ;  and  th« 
last  couplet  gives  their  date  : 

*  When  Genoa's  duke  had  seen  all  France  coutd  boast, 
Louis  enquir'd  what  rais\l  his  wonder  most : 
Liguria's  sage  then  answered  with  a  sneer 

*  Sire  !  *tis  to  see  a  doge  of  Gpnoa  here/ 

But  now  the  nation's  acts  make  Europe  ring  : 
Behold  a  dog«  where  reign'd  a  mighty  king  V 

When  we  have  said  that  Mrs.  Anne  Britton  continued  to 
learn,  long  after  that  time  of  life  when  the  idle  hope  it  is  too 
late ;  that  she  was  a  good  oeconomist ;  that  she  built  for  he* 
own  residcncr,  and  under  her  own  inspection,  a  very  hand- 
some house,  forty  miles  from  London  :  and  that  she  has  af- 
forded, wh*t  we  believe  a  single  instance,  the  sale  by  auction 
of  a  lady's  library  and  cabinet,  wc  have  still  left  abundance 
of  I  evv  materials  for  any  more  regular  biographer  to  glean 
after  us.  We  content  ourselves  with  wishing  her  example 
in  the  relations  of  life,  and  her  many  virtues,  may  produce 
imitators,  and  vvith  recommending,  on  her  authority,  that 
really  liberal  style  of  education,  wliich,  perhaps,  is  the 
cheapest  in  acquirement,  but  most  invaluable  in  the  pos- 
session ;  an  education  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  in- 
creases the  powers  of  the  mind,  diminishes  the  vexatious 
alloy  of  human  infirmity  often  experienced  in  the  temper, — 
which  made  Mrs.  Anne  Britton  smile  at  the  common  ivils  of 
life,  and  disposed  her,  when  indigent  genius  smart) rvg  under 
the  sense  of  ill  requital,  produced  insuperable  pride  and 
made  starving  an  option,  to  communicate  the  comforts  of 
her  sufficient  income,  and  with  a  tenderness  of  touch  that 
diffused  balm  over  the  indignant  spirit. 

*  Dum  juga  montis  apes,  fluvios  dum  piscis  amabit ; 
Dumque  thymo  pascentur  apes,  dum  rore  cicadas, 
Semper  honos,  nomcnque  tuum,  laudestjue,  manebunt.' 

demy 
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(Jemy  with  delight ;  and  through  the  medium  of 
the  best  circulating-library,  to  which  Lady  Lux- 
more,  like  those  who  barter  the  gold  of  their  soil 
for  glass-beads,  turning  from  the  treasures  at  her 
hand,  had  resorted,  she  procured  a  sight  of  works 
designed  for  the  ignorant,  not  one  of  which  she 
spurned,  or  read  in  vain  *. 

*  We  take  this  opportunity  to  give  a  hint,  with  which  the 
disposition  we  have  found  in  the  world  to  tell  us  truth,  fur- 
nishes us.  Do  young  ladies  know  the  stamp  under  which 
their  estimation  passes,  in  that  emporium  of  small  knowledge, 
a  circulating  library  ?  In  that  to  which  we  have,  for  years, 
been  in  the  habit  of  resorting,  we  have  found  more  good  sense 
and  principle  than,  perhaps,  some  of  the  subscribers  look  for  ; 
and  the  situation,  in  general,  if  of  any  elevation,  affords  a 
view  of  human  nature  that  supplies  the  want  of  theory.  If 
Lady  Curiosa  Venturous  chuses  to  send  her  footman  for  the 
*  Interesting  Adulteress,'  '  Illicit  Attachments,'  or,  *  The 
Loves'  of  any  thing  but  the  Triangles,  the  young  men  in  the 
shop,  as  well  as  her  footmen,  will  laugh  ;  and  the  laugh  will 
not  raise  her  in  estimation  :  if  she  does  more  than  this,  and, 
in  which  daring,  we  do  not  chuse  to  describe  her,  she  may 
be  assured,  if  she  sends  to  the  best  place,  the  book  will  be  *  out, 
and  not  expected  in,  for  a  fc^rtiiiiiht./ 

We  think  we  hear  the  Juno-like  jNIiss  Paramount,  with  be. 
coming  disdain,  cry  out  in  her  favorite  language,  *  Good  God 
of  Heaven  1  is  one  to  be  subject  to  the  opinions  of  one's  trades- 
men ?' — We  profess  our  ignorance  of  any  class  of  persons  to 
whose  judgment  we  are  not  subjected  by  coming  within  the 
reach  of  their  observation  ;  and  v/ere  we  to  follow  our  Ger- 
trude farther  than  we  propose,  into  the  world,  we  could  make 
a  voluminous  work,  indeed!  of  the  pleasures,  the  advantages, 
the  lessons  of  experience,  the  knowledge  of  her  own  species, 
which  all  owed  their  origin  to  this  seemingly-trifling  intro- 
duction to  a  place  of  fashionable  resort  in  a  fashionable  street 
of  London.  Human  life  is  made  up  of  little  romances,  and 
■St.  Picrre*s  strawberr}'- plant  is  but  one  instance  in  many,  of 
gubjects  that  ramify  too  widely  for  common  use. 

Still 
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Still  the  routine  of  Gertrude's  day,  which  the 
visibly  declining  health  of  the  countess  restricted, 
to  a. degree  that  precluded  nearly  all  society,  left 
something  of  space  that  produced  dissatisfaction: 
It  was  only  part  of  hef  mind  that  was  employed  : 
siie  could  do  all  she  found  to  do,  and  riiore  :  she 
wanted  the  species  of  employment  with  which 
Mr.  Sterling  had  furnished  her :  but  where  wa& 
it  to  be  found  ?  The  only  substitute  was  an  oc- 
casional letter  to  Mr.  Sydenham  or  Mrs.  Brett,  in 
w^hich  she  could  relate  the  little  she  had  attempted^ 
in  the  hope  of  being  bid  to  go  on  ;  but  the  con- 
sciousness of  her  own  disadvantages,  the  sense  of 
her  nothingness,  a  scrupulosity  in  giving  troiable- 
tb  those  whom  she  luiew  to  be  fully  employed,  the 
chiUing  conviction  of  the  restraint  Lady  Lux- 
more's  supervision  of  the  correspondence  must  be, 
and  the  incessant  fear  of  some  accidental  relaxation 
of  caution,  made  the  letters,  on  both  sides,  rare. 
Brief  and  formal. 

To  fin  up  this  mental  vacuum,  she  tried  trans- 
lating from  the  languages  she  knew ;  and  if  this 
had  had  any  purpose,  it  would  have  repaid  her 
trouble;  but  in  French  and  Italian,  it  was  waste 
of  time,  and  in  Latin  she  wanted  assistance. 

In  this  state  was  her  mind,  when,  on  a  little 
deal-table  on  which  she  transacted  many  of  her 
affairs,  she  one  night  found  a  dirty  odd-looking 
square  letter,  clumsily  folded,  smeared  with  a 
scarlet  wafer,  and  directed  to  her  in  the  most  ig- 
norant manner.  Opening  it,  she  found  it  from  a 
poor  woman  at  Luxmore,  whose  cottage  had  been 
the  scene  of  much  infant  happines$  to  herself  and 

Portargis. 


TilE  COUNTESS  A^T>  GEUTRUDjE,  £15 

Portargis.  All  the  trash  and  literature  of  a  country 
cake  shv.p,  had  been  at  their  coinniatid  ;  and  the 
children  of  the  family  had  not  unirequently  been 
turned  from  their  parents'  hearth,  to  make  way  for 
these  '  children  ol  the  wood.' 

What  the  letter  had  to  tell,  was  not  news  to 
Gertrude:  Lady  Lux  more  had  informed  her  of  a 
siuiilar  application  made  to  her,  and  the  rebuff 
with  wiiich  she  had  met  it.  The  establishment  of 
a  daughter,  whom  Gertrude  remembered  in  her 
cradle,  in  a  business  that  might  enable  her  to  do 
much  for  the  numerous  younger  children  of  the 
cottage,  was  the  beneht  represented  as  an  excuse 
for  tlie  humble  boldness ;  and  the  means  to  do 
this,  was  the  immediate  advantage  sought ;  but  the 
sum  w^anted  being  twenty  guineas,  it  must  have 
been  asked  iQ  despaia*,  had  not  the  writer  reckoned 
^liss  now  of  age,  and  consequeiitly  supposed  her 
to  be  rich ;  for  the  good  people  of  this  country, 
commonly  called  the  low£r  class,  certainly  bave  no 
idea  that  their  superiors  may  be  at  years  to  inherit, 
and  yet  *be  heirs  to  nothing. 

Tlie  story  was  artlessly  told ;  extreme  poverty 
was  described  as  the  presetit  state  of  tiie  family, 
and  comparative  affluence  as  a  prospect  which  two 
years  migiit  verify.  Lord  Luxmore  had  .been  so 
kind  to  the  father,  under  a  severe  sickness,  that 
shame  forbade  farther  application :  tlie  girl  v^  as  good 
and  promising  ;  and  a  neighbor's  son,  whose  means 
w^ere  insufficient  of  themselves,  waited  to  see  wiiat 
could  be  done  for  Patty,  and  would  wait  tlie  two 
years  of  her  learning  her  business. 

Gertrude 
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Gertrude  had  never  experienced  mortification 
like  this :  till  now,  however  inconvenient  and 
thwarting  her  want  of  money  had  been,  it  was  an 
evil  felt  only  by  small  compulsions  to  recollection : 
she  had,  for  some  time,  possessed  the  little  means 
to  little  purposes  ;  but  now  the  sum  wanted  was  so 
enormous,  that  no  personal  privations  could  suffice 
to  raise  it.  Yet  the  end  was  so  desirable  ;  the  cir- 
cumstances were  so  interesting,  and  her  feelings 
so  stimulating,  and  so  supported  by  her  judgment, 
that  in  inactivity,  at  least  of  thought,  she  could  not 
rest. 

All  the  activity  that  she  could  use,  seemed  how- 
ever to  avail  nothing.  '-If  I  had  any  thing  I  could 
sell,'  said  she  :  '  if  there  were  any  thing  I  could  do, 
to  get  the  money  !' 

Her  thoughts  now  turned  to  that  as  serviceable, 
which  before  she  had  rejected  because  only  amus- 
ing ;  she  knew  that  works  in  foreign  languages 
were  translated,  and  that  translations  were  paid 
for ;  and  even  if  the  pay  was  poor,  she,  who  cared 
not  how  much  labor  she  gave,  might,  at  last, 
succeed  in  amassing  the  sum  wanted. 

She  glowed  with  the  thought.  What  should  she 
undertake?  *  I  know  not,'  said  she,  '  what  books 
have  or  have  not  been  translated  ;  or  what  would 
succeed  if  I  bestowed  the  trouble.  She  recollected 
instances  of  ignorance  that  had  betrayed  into 
error,  and  rendered  much  labor  vain  : — she  recol- 
lected G — — 's  *  Acide  e  Galatea,'  and  Johnson's 
discouragementof  Goldsmith's  wish  to  visit  Aleppo. 
— *  Just  so,'  thought  she,   '  may  /  err—/  may 

translate 
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translate  something  that  is  new  to  me,  but  old  to 
every  one  else.  Supposing  I  were  to  try  if  I  could 
write  something  original  I  I  have  done  it  for  Mr. 
Sterling.  I  have  written  criticisms  on  literary  sub- 
jects, and  sometimes  a  little  on  morals  and  man- 
ners— if  I  coul^  write  a  little  tale  with  a  meaning 
to  it,  it  might  please :  at  least,  I  think,  I  could  do 
something  not  much  worse  than  things  I  have  lately 
read  to  Lady  Luxmore.  But  what  could  I  do  to 
bring  me  twenty  guineas  ?' 

Farther  rumination  suggested,  from  the  remem- 
brance of  the  *  adventures  of  a  halfpenny'  in  the 
Adventurer,  an  ostrich-feather  as  a  fertile  subject. 
*  I  could  give,'  said  she  to  herself,'  *  some  account 
of  the  country  from  which  it  comes,  of  the  bird 
and  its  habits  of  life.  I  could  describe,  from  what 
I  have  read  and  could  read,  the  voyage  of  the  ship 
in  which  it  is  imported  :  I  could  give  memoirs  of 
the  passengers;  I  could  then  introduce  my  feather 
into  company  that  would  afford  scope  for  charac- 
ter and  for  the  recommendation  of  virtue  ;  and  if 
I  got  but  fifteen  or  even  ten  guineas  for  it,  1  could 
forbear  laying  out  any  thing  for  myself  perhaps 
long  enough  to  spare  the  rest  out  of  my  allowance. 
And  at  all  events  I  can  but  fail.' 

The  first  step  towards  this  authorship,  was  the 
purchase  of  a  quire  of  cheap  paper ;  but  another 
thing  was  to  be  considered,  on  which  she  had  made 
a  less  perfect  calculation. — Lady  Luxmore  must 
not  know  how  she  was  employed — at  least  the  pur- 
pose must  be  a  secret; — and  as'little  was  she  in- 
clined to  divulge  any  part  of  her  project,  where  she 

could 
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could  expect  only  a  repetition  of  sarcasm  :  but  hav> 
ing  once  entered  on  her  undertaking,  she  felt  bo 
irresistibly  drawn  on,  that  small  difficulties  would 
not  have  deterred  her. 

The  incumbrance  of  the  ostrich- feather  had  been 
dropt  in  the  second  morning  :  a  plan  of  more  sim- 
ple narrative  had  presented  itself;  and  to  the  pro^ 
secution  of  this  she  sacrificed  every  thing  but 
her  attention  to  the  countess,  who,  not  very  nice 
in  her  observation,  was,  by  a  little  j)rudence,  an 
Italian  dictionary,  and  a  volume  of  Tasso  properly 
placed,  perfectly  satisfied  that  Gertrude  was  *  going 
on  with  her  Italian.'  Nothing  is  so  easy  as  to  dupa 
the  suspicious — their  eyes  are  always  in  the  wrong 
place ;  and  Gertrude  had  only  to  remember  how 
she  had  been  punished  in  lieryoutb,  when  she  left 
any  of  her  implements  behind  her,  to  feel  reminded 
of  that  which  was  become  necessary  to  her  own 
&e<!urity. 

Now  it  was  that  she  called  to  mind,  in  all  their 
foixe,  Mr.  Sterling's  proplietic  words,  ^  A  time  will 
come  when  you  will  thank  me  for  making  you  work 
hard.'  Her  spirits  were  raised  by  her  purpose,  and 
the  -means  of  reaching  it :— she  never  Avanted  so- 
ciety: she  had  always  personages  at  her  command  ; 
-end  in  this,  at  least  innocent,  employment,  she 
ifou-nd  a  solace  for  all  that  was  disagreeable  around 
her  :  she  wrote  with  the  celerity  of  a  hackney-wri- 
-ter,  yet  not  quick  enough  for  the  flow  of  her  ideas, 
and  in  a  few  weeks  she  .saw — O !  who  can  tell  her 
pride  and  joy  ? — ^^the  rough-draught  of  a  work, 
bulky  enough  to  be  printed. 

4  She 
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She  was  now  beginning  to  think  how  her  labors 
might  be.  introduced  to  publication  ;  and  instructed 
by  some  of  the  fables  of  Msop,  she  shunned  the 
error  of  having  to  prepare  when  she  ought  to  be  in 
action  :  she  therefore,  by  billets,  conveyed  by  the 
post  and  containing  no  revelation  of  herself,  endea- 
vored to  treat  with  some  of  the  booksellei^s  whose 
ri-ames  and  reputation  she  knew ;  but  all  declined 
dealing  with  a  lady  who  declared  she  would  not 
reveal  herself,  even  to  her  publisher ;  and  conceal- 
ment was  a  condition  she  could  not  give  up.  She 
was  beginning  to  despair,  when  she  recollected  one 
remaining  chance,  and  she  tried  it.  Here,  to  a 
certain  point,  she  succeeded  :  her  letter  was  re- 
plied to  liberally  and  politely:  the  reply  hinted 
the  impossibility  of  judging  of  an  unseen  work, 
biit  admitted,  that  if  it  resembled  in  style  the  in- 
troductory letter,  it  must  be  worthy  of  attention. 

The  lowly  are  soon  encouraged.  She  worked 
harder ;  and  having  completed  her  task,  she  sub- 
mitted her  manuscript  to  the  judgment  of  him  whom 
she  hoped  to  engage  as  her  publisher :— she  allowed 
a  week  for  consideration,  and  prepared  ha*  'mind  to 
receive  her  work  again  at  the  end  of  that  time. 
But,  O !  what  rapture  followed  the  suspense  and 
misgiving  of  the  infant-author  !  when,  instead  of  her 
papers,  she  received  twenty-six  guineas,  with  a  pro- 
mise of  as  much  more  at  the  time  of  publication  ! 

Yet  not  all  this  success,  and  prospect  of  reward, 
could  prevail  on  her  to  inform  the  countess  of  her 
attempt  and  its  acceptance.  There  is  in  some  per-r 
siJfls  a  coDstringing  power,  which  will  not  suffer  the 

heart 
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heart  of  any  one  to  open  to  them ;  and  this  property 
in  Lady  Luxmore,  had,  by  dint  of  years  and  perse- 
verance, so  engraven  itself  on  her  features,  that  to 
have  told  her  any  thing,  in  the  least  connected  with 
confidence,  would  have  required  the  nerve  of  a  gla- 
diator. 

,  It  has  been  remarked,  by  some  contemplative 
observers  of  fact,  in  opposition  to  theoretical  opi- 
nions, that  whatever  good  sense  and  good  temper 
jnay  do  in  public  life,  in  that  which  is  termed  do- 
mestic, the  weakest  sense,  and  the  worst  temper 
take  the  lead.  People  of  amiable  worth,  consider 
the  trifles  of  life  as  not  deserving  of  contention,  and 
they  give  up ;  but  to  a  petty  prince,  the  tribute  of 
|lies  is  important;  and  he  carries  lire  and  sword  into 
the  country  that  withholds  it.  Lady  Luxmore, 
without  effort,  was  despotic  :  she  had,  early  in  her 
married  connection,  made  her  lord  professs  himself 
scarcely  more  afraid  to  meet  a  nameless  potentate; 
her  uacle,  who  might  have  ruled  a  province,  stood 
in  awe  of  her;  and  Gertrude,  who  had  nothing  cow- 
ai'dly  about  her,  was  completely  afraid  of  her. 

With  so  much  intimidation,  she  was  spared  the 
miserable  feelings  of  hot  and  cold  perplexity,  which 
wait  on  '  Shall  I?'  and  '  Shall  I  not?'  and  the  chill 
imposed  by  cold  reserve  was  blissful,  compared  to 
the  probability  of  encountering  anger.  Yet  would 
she  sometimes  say  to  herself^  *  What  is  it  I  fear  ? 
What  harm  can  words  do?' 

Her  first  concern,  on  receiving  the  reward  of  her 
labors,  was  to  convey  twenty  guineas,  some  arti- 
cles of  decent  apparel,  a  prayer-book,  copy-book, 

and 
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and  spelling-dictionary,  to  the  mother  of  Patty ; 
this  was  done,  and  she  was  placed  in  her  new 
situation  *. 

*  That  the  girl  did  not  make  the  best  use  of  this  advan- 
tage, was  not  to  be  imputed  to  any  vitiating  quality  it  bore 
with  it.  '  Gertrude's  partiality  to  her  had  no  concern  in  what 
she  had  done,  though  the  recollection  of  her  as  the  first 
baby  she  had  ever  attempted  to  nurse — and  to  nurse  a  child 
still  continued  one  of  her  greatest  delights — endeared  to  her 
that  labor  which  was  to  serve  her.  A  marriage  clandestine 
and  immediate,  on  the  strength  of  her  having  been  put  in  the 
way  to  obtain  a  maintenance  at  a  distant  period  of  time,  was 
her  first  imprudent  step  ;  on  the  conviction  of  his  folly,  the 
man  who  had  married  her,  enlisted  for  a  soldier;  and  being 
amongst  the  troops  ordered  on  a  forci^^n  expedition,  he  took 
her  with  him,  and  exposed  her  to  all  the  hardships  attendant 
on  a  campaign  in  a  bad  country,  aggravated  by  every  possi- 
ble circumssance.  On  returning,  and  visiting  her  benefac- 
tress some  years  after,  she  afforded  a  remarkable  instance 
of  the  scum-like  disposition  of  female  vanity  to  float  over 
every  other  feeling,  when  she  placed  in  the  foreground  of 
distresses,  enough  to  harrow  up  the  soul,  the  necessity  she 
had  been  under  of  having  her  head  shaved  in  a  fever,  which 
as  she  emphatically  remarked,  *  made  one  such  a  figure  !' — 
The  fact,  for  it  is  such,  is  too  curious  to  be  omitted,  though 
here  out  of  its  place. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  LXXIX. 

The  disappointments  of  life.  A  fettered  correspondence.  A 
common  catastrophe*  An  unlooked  for  misitor,  A  friaidlj/ 
communication.  An  qfered  alliance.  A  temptation.  The 
receipt  of  a  letter.  An  i?nportant  constqiience.  A  general 
connoisseur.  A  delicate  palate.  Some  trouble  for  a  dinner. 
Chess, 

In  no  one  of  her  expectations,  either  of  seeing 
Lady  Elnia  de  Ruse,  or  Mrs.  and  Miss  Le  Sage,  or 
in  the  chance  of  Mr.  Sydenham's  and  Mrs*  Brett's 
visiting  London,  was  Gertrude  fortunate.  The 
former  had  been  attracted  to  Paris,  and  was,  at  this 
time,  in  effect  a  prisoner,  at  a  distance  from  it;  her 
nearer  friends  had  been  detained  by  iiln^ss  in  the 
country:  and  something  regarding  either  Lord  Lux- 
mores  health  or  spirits,  seemed  to  attach  the  inha- 
bitants of  Luxmore  rectory-house  to  their  homr. 
In  all  Mrs.  Brett's  and  her  brother's  .letters,  there 
was  a  measured  caution,  which,  though,  even  to 
Gertrude's  feelings,  indisputably  requisite,  abated 
so  much  of  the  pleasure  of  the  correspondence,  that 
tears  of  disappointment  generally  wetted  the  sheet 
as  she  restored  it  to  its  folds:  they  told  her  nothing 
of  that  which  she  was  most  anxious  to  learn;  and 
disgusted  w'hen  balked,  she,  perhaps  fastidiously, 
depreciated  what  they  could  tell.  A  violent  quarrel 
between  Mrs.  Yew  and  her  prolegec,  ^iiss  Fallow- 
field. 
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field,  whom  she  had  known  in  her  short  residence 
at  the  rectory-house — the  subesequent  death  of  the 
former,  and  a  wish  that  a  situation  could  be  found 
for  the  latter,  to  save  her  from  starving,  did  not 
strike  her  as  they  would  have  done,  had  they  been 
circumstances  ushered  in  by  matters  of  nearer  inte- 
rest ;  and  when  Mrs.  Brett  related  births,  deaths, 
marriages,  and  removes,  pettish  Gertrude  was  ready 
to  say,  'Pity  she  had  not  sent  me  an  old  newspaper.' 

But  do  not  be  pettish,  dear  followers  of  our  Ger- 
trude : — if  we  have  not  what  we  are  looking  for 
in  this  world,  we  have  generally  some  substitute  for 
the  thing  expected;  and  this  Gertrude  found  in  the 
month  of  May,  when,  without  any  clue  by  whieh 
to  guess  at  his  place  cfl'  existence,  and  inclined  to 
suppose  it  the  military  academy,  till  the  newspa- 
pers reported  his  lordship's  having  set  off  for  the 
continent  *  on  business  of  the  last  importance,' 
Lord  Viscount  Portargis  made  his  re-appearance. 
—We  must  account  for  this  by  telling  more  than 
he  will  tell. 

He  told  indeed  that  he  had  been  abroad,  and 
whore  and  wherefore,  and  how  and  hovv'  long;  but 
he  did  not  tell  that  hij  going  was  the  consequence 
of  a  hint  given  to  his  father,  of  the  persevering  at- 
tachment of  Sir  Philip  Lorimer,  of  the  sum-total  of 
monies  borrowed  by  *  that  excellent  young  man' 
Mr.  Reynardson,  and  of  the  extraordinary  atten- 
tions of  Lady  Caroline  de  Hautefort.— To  the  last 
of  these,  the  earl  probably  would  have  made 
littte  objection,  had  it  not  been  for  the  connection 
already  made  with  Sir  Philip,  who  was  the  object 

of 
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of  his  implacable  dislike;  but  the  intelligence  came 
from  a  quarter  that  gave  it  importance;  and  a  post* 
script  to  the  communication,  saying  that  the  line 
with  which  Lady  Caroline  angled  for  the  viscount, 
was  said  to  carry  a  hook  also  for  his  friend  Sylvar 
nus,  decided  his  lordship  to  take  tiie  most  fatherly 
care  of  his  son — for,  as  he  said,  *  what  comfort  had 
he  in  the  world,  beside  him,  to  look  to  ?' 

The  source  whence  this  warning  came,  shews  *  in 
a  conspicuous  point  of  view'  the  great  advantages 
of  foresight,  and  gives  a  gentle  hint  on  the  prudence 
of  parents  in  making  the  superior  concern  of  '  con- 
nections for  their  children,'  their  ground  of  choice 
amongst  the  distracting  variety  and  equal  claims  of 
places  of  education.  Lord  Luxmore,  who  cer- 
tainly, since  he  entered  on  the  world,  of  what  he 
justly  called  *  politics,'  had  improved,  if  not  in 
wisdom,  in  something  that  supplies  the  want  of  it, 
— had  now  cause  to  rejoice  in  having  made  the  ap- 
parently trivial  remove  of  his  son  from  a  public 
school,  where,  as  it  has  been  observed,  '  boys  can- 
not be  always  under  the  master's  eye,'  and  *  no- 
thing is  to  be  got  but  a  heap  of  learned  lumber,'  to 
the  more  vigilant  tuition  of  Abb6  Bonfront.  The 
earl  was  not  a  man  to  interrupt,  by  caprice  or  ill- 
humor,  or  wa^t  of  politeness,  any  friendship  to 
which  circumstances  or  accident  had  once  intro- 
duced him ;  therefore  that  with  Marquis  Banner- 
man,  who  had  first  recommended  the  abb6  to  his 
notice,  remained  in  its  pristine  vigor;  and  a  corres- 
pondence which  gave  him  now  and  then  the  lead  in 
conversalion,  by  putting  him.  in  the  early  posses- 
sion 
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sioii  of  probable  events  and  embryo-measures,  .. 
made  it  too  valuable  to  be  lost  by  neglect.  Lord 
Portargis's  fellow-pupil  at  Abbe  Bonfront's,  had  inr 
deed,  by  living,  aiid  seeming  likely  to  live,  removed 
the  expectations  attached  to  the  person  of  his  sis- 
ter ;  and  either  a  reckoning  with  his  steward,  or  a 
motion  ^in  Parliament,  had  so  disturbed  the  mar- 
quis's tranquillity,  as  to  make  him,  like  a  good  fa? 
ther,  look  anxiously  to  the  fate  of  his  girl.  Had  his 
son  died,  and  all  gone  on  well,  he  might  probably 
have  awaited  overtures: — as  he  lived,  and  there 
were  clouds  in  his  horizon,  he  thought  there  could 
be  no  detriment  in  making  an  opening;  and  the  con- 
fidence in  which  he  lived  on  paper  with,  Lord 
Luxmore,  induced  him,  by  one  and  the  same  let- 
ter, to  reveal  all  he  knew  from  others  of  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  the  viscount,  and  to  lament  it  as  an 
obstacle  to  an  alliance  which  would  have  been  the 
comfort  and  pride  of  his  old  age. 

Roused  by  this  stimulus,  the  earl  determined 
to  act  promptly,  and,  without  neglecting  the  aua- 
"viter  to  make  the  fortiter  its  paramount  con- 
sideration :  he  likewise  turned  in  his  mind  the 
great  advantage  of  acting  '  aboveboard,'  and  on 
the  '  broad  basis'  of  mutual  confidence.  '  To 
make  a  bridge  for  a  flying  enemy,  even  if  of  gold,' 
was  a  diplomatic  axiom  never  forgotten. — Gentle 
reader !  what  supposest  thou  the  net-product  ot 
the  suaviter,  the  fortiter,  the  aboveboard,  broad 
basis  diud  go!de7i  bridge  ? — Why,  to  spare  time  and 
pains,  he  copied  his  friend's  letter,  concealing  only 
the  signature,   and  recommended  for  the  desirable 

VOL.   IV.  Q  pur^X)se, 
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purpose,  which  he  fully  hinted,  the  *  cutting  all 
connections'  by  accepting  for  his  son  a  call  to 
the  continent  procured  for  the  occasion,  and  for 
which  a  liberal  supply  of  money,  and  every  indul- 
gence of  tastes  were  to  be  promised. 

Lord  Luxniore's  letter  had  found  its  way  to  his 
son  s  hands,  at  his  first  quarters,  to  which  the  party 
had  followed  him,   and  just  when  the  ladies  had 
left  the  dinner-table,  and  he  had  taken  Lady  Paula's 
chair  as  symposiarch  of  the  freed  festivity.     Sir 
Philip  had  given   a  *  sentiment,'   not  very  con- 
sistent with  his  situation  as  husband  to  one  of  those 
whose  departure  it  hailed  and  whose  return  it  de- 
precated ;  and  a  very  well  bred  chance- visitor  from 
the  neighborhood,  had  begged  to  be  told,  at  the  first 
moment^  of  the  arrival  of  his  carriage,  when  the 
viscount  asked  permission,  and  removing  a  candle, 
read  his  father's  communication  of  things,  some  of 
which  he  himself  had  not  known,  and  others  that  he 
had  not  divulged :    the  movements  of  his  features 
had  excited  Sir  Philip's  attention  or  suspicion  ;  and 
as  ihe  region  of  all  his  wit  lay  equally  near  to 
both,  the  viscount  was  greeted  on  his  return,  with 
suppositions,  neither  very  rare  nor  refined,  that  it 
was  female  eloquence  which  had  changed  the  cast 
of  his  features.     He  stood  the  attack  wonderfully, 
considering  how  unfortified  he  was  against  ridicule: 
he  asserted,  on  his  honor,  that  the  letter  was  from 
his  father ;    but  disdaining,  very  properly,  to  give 
any  farther  satisfaction,  where  the  last  appeal  of  the 
aristocracy  was  not  abundantly  sufficient,  he  in- 
curred the  inconvenience  of  having  his  arms  pi- 
nioned. 
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nioned,  and  his  pocket  picked,  and  the  letter,  as 
well  as  he  could  *  make  it  out,'  read  by  Sir  Philip 
to  the  company.  The  violence  would  have  been 
resented,  but  for  the  address  of  Mr.  Sylvanus  Rey- 
nardson,  who  by  now  insisting,  and  now  giving 
way, — by  blaming  severely  the  aggressors,  and  yet 
declaring  his  obligation  to  the  accident  that  had  in- 
formed him  *  how  he  stood'  with  the  earl, — by  re- 
garding the  affront  as  a  low  joke,  and  Sir  Philip  as 
a  man  no  one  could  call  out,  but  to  thrash, — ap- 
peased his  lordship  s  choler,  and  turned  his  attention 
from  his  father's  *  most  impertinent  and  illiberal' 
reprehension,  by  advising  the  emancipating  mea- 
sure of  marrying  '  that  capital  woman,  Lady  Ca- 
roline, with  whom  he  now  had  flirted  till  her  bro- 
ther Lord  Waveney  would  probably  interest  him- 
self on  the  subject.  By  this  stroke  alone,  could  he 
free  himself  from  the  shocking  necessity  of  submit- 
ting to  a  marriage  with  that  compound  of  rouge, 
steel  stays,  false  hair,  and  affectation,  Marquis 
Bannerman's  lack-a-daysical  daughter ;  and  after 
his  union  with  Lady  Caroline,  who  he  could,  on 
his  honor,  say  had  condescended  to  distinguish 
Aim,  only  as  the  friend  of  the  man  on  whom  her 
happiness,  nay  perhaps  her  life,  depended,  be 
might  instantly,  if  he  was  prudent,  pbey  his  father, 
bv  accepting  his  offer,  and  be  oflf  for  the  continent* 
in  no  time.' 

The  advice  was  taken   quickly  and  privatdy; 

and  the  prospect  of  an  agreeable  excursion  post-* 

poned   his   lordship's   question,    how   he   should 

*  broach  the  matter  to  the  old  gentleman,'  and» 

Q  2  harmopis^d 
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harmotiised  his  incipient  feelings  of  doubt  and- 
dismay.  The  bride  and  her  party  promised  secrecy 
till  his- return,  but  longer- delay  their  impatience 
could  not  brook;  and  Lord  Portargis,  hunted  as  a 
Benedict,  laughed  at  as  '  a  pretty  boy,'  '  sl  good. 
child,'  and  '  a  dutiful  son ;'  and  goaded  with 
something  like  reproach,  was  sent  anew  into  the 
world,  to  find  the  means  of  telling  hi&  father,  as' 
his  valet  remarked  to  him,  ^  what  a  pretty  kettle  of 
fish -he  had.  made,  of  it.'  '  '"'"  " 

lijs  letters,  while  at  a  distance,  bearing  a  con** 
struetion  of  acquiescience,  and  breathing,  as  the; 
earljobscrved,  ■  a  spirit  of  freedom,  w^bich  proved 
that  hjs  fettei^  were  broken,'  easHy  removed  doubts^ 
noMeasy.in  the  wear:  and  Lord  Lu x m ore  though t- 
himself  safe  in  pursuing  the  same  plan  of  cordial 
frankn,ess  with  his  friendy  that  had,  he  thoughtj- 
so  \yQll  succeeded  with  his  son, 

TbJ^  was  the  state  of  the  viscount's  domestic 
arra-ngemei>ts,  w^hen  he  presented  himself  to  hi&: 
mother;.- his  arrival  in  town  had  not  been  Ions 
enough  Jo  re.prove  hint  for  want  of  attention  :  he 
hadiieffc-his  l?idy,  to  whom  he;  had  been  united 
sev^n  w;ip€iks,,.  with  her  party,  at  the  house  he  had, 
takeafor  tfeem  near,  his  quarters;  and  it,  perhaps,* 
reqj3.ii:^c}  :'d  strict  adherence  to  the   monysyllable 
system,  and  a  vivid  adoption  of  the  most  perject 
egotism,  to  avoid  betraymg  ideas   and  facts  that 
vvere<i?pw  growing  equally  familiar  and  disagree- 
able .torhjui;  in  the  recollection.       .    -       .     • 

^ertrudjs  Aya&  ppzzk.d.  /lo  w^hat  .torattribute 
ttie  jTga^d  implied  tity  a  visit  to  his  mother,  she 

knew 
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knew  not;  certain  she  was*''tliat  lovie 'and  rc^t^^ci 
iiad  no  shaiG  in  it :  his  mode  of  behaviouF  vvaaren^ 
tirely  new,  and  so  amusing^  that  she  retract^,  all 
her  usual  attempts-  at  influence,  to.  ^ffijrd  it  room 
for  a  display.  She  maxJe  every  ackaowledgmcnt 
of  his  advantages,  and  gave.liiiii  as  much  import- 
ance as  a  personage  of  second  rank  could  confer. 
His  mother,  seeing  no  cause  for  treating  him  with 
more  respect  than  heretofore,  indulged  io  .her 
apathies,  and  lett  hiin  very  much  to  Gertrude  to 
entertain.  ■.,.       r'  .  • 

His  lordsin'p  was  now  a  professed  connoisseur : 
every  thing  lie  encountered  in  his.  own  country, 
-excited  his  displeasure:    mankind  were  all  kna*ves 
or  fools ;  the  government  was.not  *  worth  a  curse  :' 
no  one  here  knew  '  how  to  dress  a  regiment,  or  send 
out  an  expedition  :'  it  was  '  tlie  sole  aim  of 'mi- 
nisters  to  bury  English  soldiers,  in  foreign  coun- 
tries:'  upon  his  lordsliip's  soul  Vhe  had  too. much 
of  this,'  *  it  was  too  bad  ;' — *  better  shoot  tha  poor 
devils  at  onceat  home:'    he  had  seen  abroad,  no- 
thing but  superb  feilows,  superb  countries,  superb 
x:ities,  superb  women  superbly  drest,  superb  thea- 
tres, perfect  liberty,  freedom  from  taxes,  cheap  giv- 
ing, e\:ery  thing  cheap,  but  charcoal  and  i^agouHiov 
the  second  table  :'    upon   his  honor,  '  yipii  ^ight 
live  at  Orleaiis  for  one  third  of  what  if -cost  in 
wretched  England  !'    Bonaparto  was-  the.  '  farjtiiest 
possible,  removed  from  any  thing  tyisanriical-;' -he 
was,  on.  the  contrary,.  ^  ali  mildd.es§  an<J  h^^m^ii^ty' 
and  .*  quite  right  in  calling  us:  a  hauon:  of-shop*'  • 
Jveepers.;':  'twas./  our  fault  if.,we;.proyQi,ed.,.iliiiii,' 
'...;»  '.■  V    ,        .  ■    ..;  ■■:'.-.'-'^::  ■■■   v^nd 
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and  we  must  *  take  the  consequences ;'  for  he 
would  certainly  *  be  here  before  August,'  and  *  it 
could  not  be  doubted  that  he  would  be  joined  by 
every  body  who  had  seen  him  in  Paris,'  and  it 
would    *  just  serve  those   rascals,    the  ministry, 

right :' — he  had  read  Miss 's  '  Residence  in 

France,'  and  he  could  *  subscribe  to  the  truth  of 
every  thing  she  said.' 

'  'Tis  pity  you  came  home,'  said  the  countess, 
not  very  improperly,  *  if  you  love  the  continent  so 
much :  I  would  have  all  those  stay  there  who  like 
it ;  nay,  I  would  not  let  them  leave  it.  I  relish  a 
little  opposition  to  the  ministry  as  well  as  any 
body  ;  but  hang  it,  I  cannot  forget  I  am  an  En- 
glish wotpan  ;  and  it  would  take  some  time  to  con- 
vince me,  that  Bonaparte  is  not  a  tyrant,  or  that 
he  would  find  ten  people  to  welcome  him  hither: 
-—but  it  is  almost  my  dinner-time  :  will  you  stay 
anddine  ?* 

*  Yes,'  his  lordship  replied,  '  if  you  have,  got  any 
thing  I  can  eat;  but  I  must  own  I  shall  not  relish 
now,  one  of  Gatty's  Brighton  dinners,  of  fish  at  top, 
soap  in  the  middle,  mutton  or  beef  at  the  bottom; 
two  sides,  four  corners,  a  remove,  and  a  tart  and  a 
little  jelly.' 

'  Well,*  said  Lady  Luxwore,  *  we'll  see  what 
w^ Ve  got  for  you.' 

She  went  out  of  the  room,  and  Gertrude  im- 
proved the  opportunity  by  saying,  *  Now,  dear 
good  Portargis,  do  l>e  satisfied  :  you  cannot  sup- 
pose your  mother  sets  out  a  table  of  two  courses 
^nd  a  dessert  for  her  and  me;  therefor^  be  content 

-with 
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with  our  little  table  to  day  : — do  not  put  her  out  of 
temper ;  it  is  cruel  to  me :  my  spirits  are  not 
what  they  were,  and  I  have  sometimes  a  task  that 
does  not  need  any  addition.' 

Portargis  was  silent;  he  looked  full  at  her, 
and  exclaimed,  *  Good  pod !  what  a  fool  I  have 
been !' 

Gertrude  thought  he  referred  to  his  rattlinor  ex- 
uberance of  vivacity. — *  I  am  not  so  low/  said 
she,  *  as  to  dislike  conversation;  but  be  kind  to 
Lady  Luxmore :  I  am  sure  she  means  to  be  kind 
to  you.' 

After  a  pause,  in  which  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  her 
so  intently  that  she  could  not  raise  her's;  he 
again  exclaimed,  '  Good  heaven  !  what  a  fool ! — 
I  wish,  Gatty,  I  had  not  come  :  you  do  not  know 
what  I  have  done. — 1  came  to  say  something  to 
my  mother ;  but  I  cannot.' 

Lady  Luxmore  came  in.  Portargis  began  to 
talk  as  before.  Dinner  came;  he  was  asked  to 
take  fish. 

*  If  you  have  any  to  spare/  said  he :  *  but  I 
doubt  it.' 

Gertrude  crushed  this  irritating  wit,  *  What 
sauce  will  you  take  ?'  said  she. 

*  O  !  I  care  not,'  he  replied ;  *  have  you  any 
sauce  maUlot  in  the  house?' 

Lady  Luxmore  had  just  received,  fresh  from  a 
remote  part  of  the  country,  a  footman  *  to  bring 
up,'  as  it  is  called,  *  to  her  hand.'  *  Zur/ said  the 
rustic  Simon,  *  what  did  you  ax  for  ?' 

'  Siri' 
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'  Sir?'  repeated  the  viscount,  filling  his  cheeks 
with  wind  like  a  piping  cherub,  and  as  if  he  would 
have  blown  poor  Simon  out  at  the  door. — *  1  want 
a  little  sauce  mdttlot,^ 

Lady  Luxmore  beginning  to  laugh,  had  ended 
in  coughing :' she  could  nt)t  speak. 

Simon,  as  if  he  had  now  divined  what  Lord 
Poitargis  meant,  replied  with  a  significant  wink  of 
his  eye,  and  holding  up  his  finger  to  the  side  of  his 
iiose,  *  O  !  yez,  zur;  now  Lknow  what  you  mean, 
but  they  don't  bake  at  our  baker's  till  morning.' 

'  Bake?' bake  what?'  said  Lord  Portargis. 

*  Why,  ot  loafj  zur  ;  you  said  ot  loaf:  my  lady 
and  Miz  sometiines  az  a  thrup-penny  one.' 

The  viscount  was  convulsed  with  artificial  laugh- 
ter :  his  mother  was  obliged  to  be  cautious  :  Ger- 
triide  wished  to  screen,  poor  Simon. 

*  Well !'  said  Lord  Portargis,  ^  never  niind.' 
Can  you  find  me  a  little  sauce  a  la  llusse,  or  a 
little  Vinaigre  au  camp  xolant  ?  De  gr^ace,  mon 
cMr  i)icomiey  "said  Gertrude,  soy ez" content.  De 
^areilks  jriandiseshc  paroissent  Jamftis  sur  not  re 
tahU: 

*  Poicvqudi  non?---Eh  bkn  ! — Well,  where  do 
you  buy  your  fish  ?  there  used,  I  remember,  16  be 
two  famous  capital  fishriioiigers  jii-sf  by  here. 
Which  do  you  deal  at  r' 

'  We  biiyed  tjiiz  at  the  doOr,  zur,'  interposed 
Simon.  ' 

'Take  my  plate,'  said  the  viscou'rit.' 
■     Gertrude-"  began- 1(3  grow  uneasy.     Lady'Lux- 
more's  cough  grew-Hvt)rse.  '■■■      • 

--■■  ■■  ••  '•■■        '■■'.■■■■    'What 
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*  What  have  you  got  here?'  continued  his  lord- 
ship,   raising  the  cover   of  a  small  side-dish.— 

*  O  !  the  furies !  why  you  have  not  got  veal, — ^ 
I  hope :  I  can't  touch  it,  but  in  fricandeau^ 
larded  delicately,  and  with-  sorrel  ^auce.  I  give 
you"  my  honor,  I'd  as  soon  eat  the  topof  my  boot. 
What  have  you  beside?-  Nothing  a  la  braise?' 

'  For  ijoodness' sake,-  said  the  countess, /go 
somewhere  else  for  a  dinner.  Where  have  you 
learned  all  this  nicety  ?'    • 

Turning  to  Simon,  without  heeding  his  mother, 
he  went  on,  '  Go  and  ask  the  cook  if  she  cannot 
make  me  a  little  dish  of  palates  by  way  of  entre- 
mets' • 

'  Parrots  ?'  repeated  Simon,  ^  Lord !  Zur  we  don't 
eat  'em  here.  Where  can  you  be  corned  from? — 
Sure  you've  been  in  foreign  parts  !' 

*  Patience,  patience,'  cried  his  lordship  to  him- 
self. '  Can  you  take  this  one-pound  note,  and 
step  over  to  my  friend  Lavie,  and  bring  me  two 
or  three  of  bis  little  corner-dishes :  I  shall  be 
starved  here.' 

*  1  dunna  know  where  your  Lovey  lives,  Zur.' 

•  *  Go  into  St  Jamess  street,'  said  Portargis,  in  a 
fury  r  '  do  you  know  that  ?  blockhead.' 

*  No,  Zur,  I  dunna  know  that  blockhead.' 

*  [  shall  lose  my  senses,'  replied  the  viscount, 
dashing  his  hand  against  his  forehead,  as  if  sup- 
posing they  were  there. 

He  rose  from  table,  and  went  himself  on  his 
worthy  search  for  food :  his  mother  seemed  almost 
inclined   to  refuse  him  a  re-admission ;   but  Ger- 

;,  '  -  trude 
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trude  saying  it  would  be  curious  to  see  his  pur- 
chase, she  calmed.  The  ladies  finished  their  meal ; 
the  plates  were  restored  to  their  situation  at  the 
fir€  i  and  Lord  Portaroris  returned,  followed  up 
to  the  table,  by  a  lad  in  the  costume  of  a  kitchen, 
with  a  small  tray  of  .select  niceties.  As  his  lord- 
ship set  them  in  their  places,  he  called  the  attention 
of  the  ladies,  in  the  terms,  *  Do  but  look !'— -'  only 
look !'— *  Did  you  ever  see  such  beauties  ?' — *  I 
want  now  only  a  toast  trempL  Let  me  see  your 
cook.' 

He  gave  his  orders  in  terms  that  first  taught 
Gertrude  there  could  be  skill  in  holding  a  piece  of 
bread  to  the  fire ;  and  having  dismissed  this  con- 
cern, he  divided  his  cares  between  his  plate  and 
his  dishes,  which  he  was  anxious  to  have  kept  hot, 
and  served  in  a  climax  of  flavors.  At  some  diffi- 
culty to  perfect  his  scheme,  he  asked  his  mother  if 
slje  had  not  a  *  rotisseur  au  boudoir'  On  her 
giving  him  an  indignant  *  No,'  he  began  an  elabo- 
rate description  of  this  ingenious  piece  of  mecha* 
nism,  getting  out  a  word  or  two  between  the  con- 
trary and  more  important  motions  of  his  mouth. 
He  finished  graceless  *,    and  still  finding  fault. 

There 


♦  We  catch  even  at  a  word,  when  we  can  liang  to  it  an 
admonition.  If  none  but  the  inconsiderate  dined  graceless^ 
we  would  be  silent:  lifeless  forms  we  detest  :  we  do  not 
i).ray  to  our  Maker  for  our  friends  when  sneezing  :  we  only 
bow  to  those  who  ask  us  to  take  wine :  in  short  we  yield  to 
«U  innocent  changes  of  fashion  ;  but  having  an  aversion  to 
*(M  syn^pifcjims  ipf  -i^-lyweding,  wc  neithei  sit  down  to  table, 

nor 
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There  was  half  a  Vme  of  Milton's  that  would  wick- 
edly pop  up  to  Gertrude's  rememlirance  and  lips; 
but  it  went  no  farther. 

The  wine  was  brought :  again  an  embassy.  Lady 
Luxmore's  cellar  produced  nothing  his  lordship 
could  drink  :  he  preferred  even  the  chance  of  a  tur^ 
bid  bottle  to  the  liquor  set  before  him.  Lady 
Lux  more  seemed  either  benumbed  or  resolved  to 
endure  to  the  uttermost  Gertrude  was  amused 
and  disgusted  at  all  this  acquired  folly.  She  some- 
times doubted  whether  he  could  be  in  earnest ;  but 
that  point  was  soon  settled,  and  the  matter,  in 
some  measure,  explained  by  his  acknowledging, 
with  far  more  gratitude  than  his  diuner  had  called 
forth,  his  obligations  to  Sir  Philip  Lorimer  for 
having  *  taking  pains  with  him'  before  he  went 
abroad:  he  spoke  of  his  culinary  ^science,  as  what 
he  hsid  3\ways  ambitioned  2is  his  comfort,  his  re- 
commendation, his  passport  in  his  travels:  it  seem- 
ed to  have  made  him  universally  a  friend  and  a 
favorite.  Instead  of  theatchievements  of  Othello, 
he  told  of  disa^ter^  to  Perigord  pies,  of  the  danger 
of  being  reduced  to  *  roast  or  boiled,'  of  *  the  hair- 


iior  rise  from  it,  unmindful  of  Him  who  spreads  it ;  and  wc 
regret  when  it  is  our  lot  to  witness  the  omission.  Yet,  for 
the  comfort  of  those  not  thus  nurtured,  we  will  con- 
fess we  have  heard  of  a  dinner  with  two  chaplains,  and 
no  grace,  ,On  the  contrary,  amongst  better-bred  per- 
sons of  elevated-  rank,  we  have  observed  that  ^11  the  ser- 
vants waiting,  paused  in  their  movements,  while  the  head 
.of  the  family  performed  this  act  of  decency. 

breadth 


256  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE, 

breadth  scape' \of  a  chest  of  jprime  sauces,  and 
all  this  in  a  style  as  vehement  and  impressive,  as 
if  he  had  detailed  the  battle  of  Talavera  or  the 
defence  of  Saragossa.  His  woes,  however,  had 
found  mitigations  ;  for  he  had  two  excellent  gOod 
'fellows,  who  made  a  point  of  having  every  thing 
for  him"  in.  thecbest  .style  which,  considering  liovv 
'One  is  inconveitknced,  annoi/ed,  ^nd  rccQikd,.ox\ 
the  road,  when  travelling  only  wjth  a  vali?t,.was  a 
great  satisfaction ;  and.  on  this  account, -he  always 
advocated  travelling  ^-wiih  a  -select'  suite,  as./  he 
w^as  obliged  by  his  publjc  capacity  tOr<l9.'        , 

The  countess  had  fallen  -asleep  :  Gertjfude  ^dis- 
guised not  her  opinion.*,  ;*  Qui' feasts,'  said .-^jj^j 
f  at  four  years  old,  wfeen  you  an^i-I^-w'.ere^.M.I^ukr 
inore,^  were  more  excusable.  But  :fe.let'  us  r\^\k 
of  something  better  than  reating,. dear- P^Hargis^ 
I  have  a  thousand  questions  to  ask  you/V  .,M''^  ^ 

*  Let  us  have  a  gameat  chess,'  s^id  ii^':  |  Icatl-  - 
not  talk.'  •  ' 

Willing  to  humor  him,  she  fetched" the  chess- 
board. *  I  suppose,'  said  she,  /.  you  will  beat  me 
-now;  you  arcy .improved,  I  dare  say.' 

*  Yes,'  he  replied,  'I  have  played  a  gr^at  deal. 
I  have  settled  my  game  so  as  not  to  depend  on 
my  antagonist's  move.' 

*  Then  you  always  lead,  I  suppose.' 

*  That's  a  matter  of  indiflerence.  You  take- 
black,  I  suppose:  always  black  to  shew  a  fair 
ha.id.'  _  . 

'  This  from  yoUj  Portargis !  how. have  you  learn- 
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ed  to  be  so  very  fine?  Has  Sir  Philrp ? taught  you"* 

thatT  ^     ^■" 

'  No,  faith,  that's  quite  out  of  his  line.' 
'  Where  is  he  now  ?  Where's  Lady  Paula  ?' 

*  Is  it  my  move?  I  must  think.' 

*  Yes ;  it's  your  move ;  but  why  do  you  not  an- 
swer me  r' 

*  Upon  my  honor,  I  must  mind  my  game.  Vou 
are  improved,  I  perceive.' 

She  was  now  convinced  that  he  declined  an- 
swering; she,  therefore,  spoke  no  more,  but  of 
the  game:  he  played  with  less  discretion  than  ever; 
and  having  concluded  hastily,  he  waked  his  mo- 
ther to  bid  her  good  evening,  and  returning  to  her 
question,  when  she  should  see  him  again,  an  in- 
decisive answer,  he  went  away. 

Wiiy  he  had  behaved  so  oddly,  and  why  he  had 
so  avoided  questions,  excited  curiosity  in  Ger- 
trude's mind.  His  mother  seemed  to  see  in  his 
conduct,  nothing  but  what  she  considered  as  the 
completion  of  her  prophecy :  that  his  father  had 
ruined  him,  *  as  she  had  foretold  he  would,'  was 
the  sum  total  of  her  observations  ;  and  she  seemed 
to  derive  a  very  mitigating,  and  almost  comforting 
satistaction  fro[n  the  conviction  that  '  though  he 
was,'  to  use  her  own  phrase,  '  ruined  soul  and 
body,  it  was  his  father's  doing,  and  she  had  said 
it  would  be  so.' 

The  countess's    ideas   were   not   vivid  or  new 
enough  t9  disturb  the  train  of  Gertrude's  deduc« 

iiom, 
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tions,  which  at  last  let  hervery  near  the,  truth.: 
she  was  persuaded  that  he  was  enthralled  by  Lady 
Caroline,  and  beyond  the  power  of  extrication  ; 
but  she  did  not  j^uspect  that  he  was  absolutely 
married^ 


GHAP. 
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CHAPTER  LXXX. 

^  confession,  Matrimonia  embarrassments.  Unmerited  re- 
^roaches.  A  vindication,  A  great  secret  revealed.  Doing 
all  in  ones poiccr.     The  requital. 

The  next  morning  cleared  up  all  her  doubts,  and 
more  than  confirmed  her  suspicions.  Before  Lady 
Luxmore  was  stirring,  and  while  Gertrude  was 
making  advantage  of  her  quiet,  Lord  Portargis, 
who  had  found  the  house-door  open,  entered  the 
room,  in  manifest  perturbation  of  spirits :  he  shut 
the  door  with  caution,  and  one  moment  congmtu- 
lating  himself  on  finding  her  alone,  and  the  next 
execrating  his  own  unexplained  folly,  half  stupi- 
fied  and  half  wild,  he,  at  last,  bolted  out  two  con- 
fessions, the  one  that  he  had  married  Lady  Caro- 
line De  Hautefort ;  the  other  that,  except  by 
twenty-four  hours,  his  repentance  was  of  the  same 
dtite  with  the  deed. 

From  broken  sentences  elucidated  by  extraneous 
ejaculations,  she  found  that  he  had  been  nearly 
passive  in  the  arrangement ;  that  Lady  Caroline 
had  never  greatly  interested  him,  and  that  he  had 
acceded  to  the  plan,  more  because  he  could  brin^ 
forward  no  objection  against  it,  and  because  he  was 
assured  it  -would  shew  his  father  his  independence, 
than  because  he  wished  its  completion.     Lady  Ca- 

5  roline, 
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roline,  as  he  observed  in  his  own  defence,  at  the 
time  he  was  most  exposing  himself,  was  *  a  very  fa- 
shionable'girl;'  there  was  *  good  style  about  her,* 
and  '  the  rank  and  connection  were  good  ;'  but  *  it 
was  impossible  to  say  how  things  would  turn  out : 
she  had  not  a  penny,  and  he  found  was  very  much 
in  debt ;  and  he  wished  to  God,  he  had  just  liad 
somebody  to  advise  him,  before  he  had  tied  himself 
up  by  the  neck  for  life/ 

Gertrude  listened  in  silent  astonishment;  and 
it  required'  her  Self-command  to  veil  the  despair 
with  which  all  her  interest  for  the  companion-  of 
her  childhood,  was,  at  this  moment,  accompanied. 
Wheri  he  paused,  as  if  expecting  sympathy  in  feel- 
ings he  had  not  yet  explained,  she  tried  to  make 
him  recollect  that  there  was  no  ground  to  suppose 
his  father  would  be  offended  at  the  match.  In 
speaking  of  Lady  Caroline,  she  -ascribed  to-  her 
every  merit  she  could  recollect.  She  could  not, 
indeed,  say  much,  on  her  own  experience,  for 'her 
cojukscensim,  her  politeness,  or  even  her  good  na- 
itire  ;  but  ihevi  she  was  herself  so  peculiarly 'cir- 
cumstanced ;  her  situation  was  so  undefined  :  she 
was  so  totally  out  of  all  rank  and  reSponsibilityj 
that  she  could  suppose  excuses  for  much  that  was 
unpleasant  to  her  feelings.  Lady  Caroline  had) 
to  be  sure,  now  and  then  taken  a  pattern  from  her 
dress:  she  had  enquired  who  made  her  bonnet  or 
her  mantle,  and  when  answered  by  that  translation 
of  *  opus  exegi,'  '  I  made  it  myself,'  she  would 
remark,  with  infinite  good'-breeding,  and  an  em- 
phasis not  to  be  misunderstood,  how  useful  it  was 

'  to 
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'  to  be  obliged'  to  do  such  things.  The  remark 
t\as  never  lost.  Gertrude's  endurance  was  not 
obtuseness :  she  replied,  '  Yes,  it  makes,  one  ia 
that  point,  independent ;'  and  Lady  Caroline 
sneered  acquiescence,  and  turned  to  the  next  per-^ 
son. 

These  traits,  abstractedly  taken,  dfd  not  give  a 
licence  for  unbounded  praise,  yet  much  remained 
to  commend.  Lady  Caroline's  height^  Lady  Ca- 
roline's disposltio?i  of  her  hair,  her  complexion, 
and  many  circumstances,  down  to  the  setting  of 
her  glass,  had  been  admired  at  Brighton,  till  those 
within  hearing,  however  stupid,  might  learn  that 
they  were  to  be  admired  :  then  she  had  had  a  fa* 
niousshdxvl:  she  played  the  harp  to  advantage : 
she  had  introduced  a  nexv  step :  a  country-dance-* 
tune  bore  her  name :  she  had  painted  a  pair  of 
hand-screens  for  Lady  Luxmore,  and  had  shewn  a 
pattern  of  a  Turkish  foot-stool,  procured  from  our 
ambassador's  hotel  at  Pera. 

But  though,  on  the  part  of  Gertrude,  every  indi- 
cation of  an  unfavorable  opinion  was  most  chari- 
tably supprest,  and  every  thing  animating  or  even 
flattering,  was  brought  forward  in  the  fairest  point 
of  view,  and  the  lord  viscount  Portargis  was  not 
supremely  gifted  with  intellectual  discriiTiination, 
not  all  this  host  of  merits  availed  to  calm  his  mind^ 
or  to  reconcile  him  to  himself.  He  had  lived,  little 
tnore  than  ten  days,  with  his  bride  ;  and  it  required 
not  a  very  calculating  head  to  predict  what,  if  such 
were  his  enmd  now,  his  feelings  would  be,  at  the 
«nd  of  a  year.  The  suggestion  of  his  father's  pro- 
ve L.  IV,  jR  bable 
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t>able  apf^robation,  could  do  little  to  console  him, 
for  the  contrary  would  have  done  nothing  to  inti- 
midate him  : — '  Tt  is  not  t/iaty'  said  he,  '  that  I 
care  about  :  the  thing  that  vexes  me  is,  that  I  see 
I've  been  a  fool  and  a  dupe.  Lorimer  was  arrest- 
ed the  very  day  we  were  married  ;  he's  a  mere  bub- 
ble ;  and  Lady  Paula  is  ready  to  hang  herself.  I 
meant  to  have  kept  our  affair  secret,  till  I  could 
get  leave  of  absence  long  enough  to  get  to  Lux- 
more,  where  I  find  my  father  is  poking  himself  up 
like  an  old  hermit ;  but  we  are  all  so  hard  run, 
they  won't  let  me  alone ;  and  now  I  have  joined 
the  regiment  again,  I  must  not  be  away.' 

*  But  where  are  Lady  Paula  and  Sir  Philip  ?' 

'  O!  they  are  with  us.' — '  But  where?' — *  Why, 
just  by  Canterbury  :  they  did  not  like  being  ia  the 
town.  We  have  got  a  most  expensive,  enormous, 
monstrous  house.  Reynardson  is  with  us  too  :  he 
took  it  for  us ;  and  we  have  a  niece  of  Sir  Philip's, 
at  least  he  calls  her  his  niece,  and  they  talk  of 
having  Xady  Wavene}^  and  Waveney  himself, 
down,  and  a  whole  lot  of  people :  and  we  have, 
the  Lord  knows  how  many,  servants  and  horses ; 
and  I  find  nothing  has  been  paid  for  in  my  ab- 
sence. I  can't  stand  it — its  impossible.  I  was 
reckoning  up  last  night  what  the  house  stands 
me  in.' 

Gertrude  shook  her  head. 

*  Come  Gatty,'  said  his  lordship,  '  do  not  7/au 
reproach  me.  I  know  I  have  been  a  very  great 
fool:  but  yoQ  dpiit'  know  all  yet;  and,  by  Jupiter, 
you  shall  know  it  now.     I  have  positively  been 

d  obliged 
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obliged  to  bail  the  debt  Lorimer  was  arrested  for: 
and  Caroline  thinks  it  would  be  better  to  give  theia 
something  to  go  on  with  again,  and  let  tht^m  go  : 
then  we  could  shut  up  half  the  house,  and  do  with 
fewer  servants.  I  thought,  at  first,  she  was  right, 
and  so  did  Reynardson  ;  but  afterwards  I  began 
to  consider;  and  I  suspect  this  is  only  a  beginning, 
and  that  Lady  Paula  sets  her  sister  on  to  ask  me 
for  money.  Now  if  so,  you  see,  I  have  married, 
as  one  may  say,  the  whale  family ;  and  this  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  mean  to  do  ;  for  they  are  all,  I  un- 
derstand, as  poor  as  rats,  and,  I  am  sure,  as  proud 
as  Lucifer,  for  they  seem  to  think,  somehow,  that 
they  have  done  me  a  favor;  and  I  can't  see  how : 
they  are  always  talking  of  their  Irish  kings,  and 
nonsense;  and  what  good  does  it  all  do? — I'm  sure 
if  they  had  not  hunted  after  me,  I  should  never 
have  run  after  them ;  but  there  was  such  a  piece 
of  ^vork  all  the  while  we  were  at  Brighton !  never 
easy  without  me!  it  was  Portargis  here,  and  Por- 
targis  there  from  morning  till  night,  j/ow  know  :  and 
you  recollect  how  she  used  always  to  make  me 
carry  her  pocket  handkerchief  *.     Now,  I  thought 

in 

*  Perhaps,  and  we  wish  it  may  prove  so,  before  this 
works  meets  the  public  eye,  one  of  the  most  disgusting 
fashions  that  folly  ever  introduced,  may  be  consigned  to  its 
proper  oblivion.  Would  it  be  credited  by  ikce7it  peoph, 
that  English  ladies  reduce  themselves  to  the  necessity  of 
ordering  a  gentleman  to  carry  their  handkerchief  and  beg- 
ging  tfie  use  of  it  when  wanted  for  its  proper  purpose? — 
and  that  it  remains  in  the  custody  of  the  owner  no  longer 

than  while  it  is   wanted  !  ! It  is   too  indelicate    to   be 

R  2  described  ; 
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in  this  dilemma,  I  would  try  what  being  a  little 
civil  to  my  mother  might  do  :  it  is  not,  indeed, 
very  usual  with  me ;  but  I  thought,  you  know,  the 
novelty  might  get  a  httle  cash  out  of  her,  just  to 
go  on  with ;  and  I  don't  care  to  go  back  without 
at  least  a  prospect ;  for  Caroline,  though  she  is 
certainly  a  very  superior  woman,  even  her  sister 
owns,  she  is  not  the  sweetest  temper  in  the  world; 
but  that's  a  thing  nobody  can  find  out  till  'tis  too 
late.  I  hoped  my  father  might  have  been  in  town. 
I  can't  conceive  what  the  deuce  he's  doincr  at  this 
time  of  year,  down  at  Luxmore  :  why  the  country 
is  a  desert  now !  I  met  a  fellow  yesterday,  who 
said  his  father  had  been  down  to  stay  a  few  days 
with  him,  and  he  never  saw  a  man  so  altered : 
they  say  you  would  hardly  know  the  place,  it  is 
so  improved  ;  and  he's  rebuilding  farm-houses,  and 
sticking  up  cottages,  and  throwing  away  a  mon- 
strous deal  of  money.  I  hope  there's  no  she-fa- 
vourite at  the  bottom  of  it.' 

*  She- favorites,  such  as  you  mean,'  interrupted 
Gertrude,  *  do  not  usually  build  farm-houses  or 
cottages.' 

'  Well !  I  can't  understand  it ;  but  I  hear  he's 
so  popular;  and  quite  grave;  but  somehow  they 
talk  of  his  calling  himself  a  happy  man.     Tm  sure 

flescribed  ;  and  the  insolence  with  which  we  have  seen  the 
office  conferred,  and  the  authority  used,  is  almost  as  offen- 
sive. We  will  not  hear  a  word  about  *  the  impossibility  of 
injuring  our  outline  by  incumbrances  :'  a  cambric  handker- 
chief may  be  carried  about  us  without  betraying  itself  or 
disgracing  us. 

I  wondcjr 
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I  wonder  how  he  can  be  so — for  this  world's  enough 
to  make  any  man  hang  himself.  But  as  I  was  say- 
ing, I  dare  as  soon  eat  my  fingers  as  go  back  with- 
out something  to  stop  the  mouths  of  those  rascals 
the  tradesmen. — -But  yet,  I  find  I  cannot  speak  to 
my  mother. — If  I  resolve  ever  so  well,  before  I  see 
her,  that  moment  that  she  comes  across  me,  I  turn 
savage. — O!  Gattyl  Gatty !  I  see  what  I  have 
done — you  need  not  tell  me ;  but  it  is  all  your 
fault. — ^Vhy  did  not  you  behave  differently  ? — If 
you  had  done  half  that  Caroline  has  done,  we 
should  have  been  happy — but  you  never  took  any 
pains— not  you' 

Gertrude  was  dumb — his  lordship's  countenance 
was  interrogatory — still  she  was  silent — his  coun- 
tenance began  to  assume — he  was  going  to  proceed 
— she  stopt  him  : 

*  Believe  me,  dear  Portargis,  you  have  not  in  the 
world  a  more  anxious,  or  more  sincere  friend  than 
myself.      I  think  I  may  say,  I  have  never  varied ; 
and  if  any  thing  but  an  humble  wish  to  do  my  duty, 
and  a  resolution  not  to  make  myself  miserable  by 
my  own  folly,  has  guided  me,  it  is  without  my 
knowledge.    You  cannot  suppose  your  regard  could 
ever  be  unimportant  to  me,  or  that  the  extraordinary 
elevation  that  seemed  offered  to  me  in  the  con- 
nection, could  be  matter  of  indifference  to  one  in  my 
situation;    but  had  that  situation  been  still  more 
dependent,  still  lower,  not  merely  half  wh'dt  Lady 
Caroline  did  to  win  you,  but  not  one  partidt  of 
what  she  thought  right,  could  I  have  stooped  to — I 
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beg  your  pardon — I  should  say  have  adopted,  it 
might  suit  her  rank — it  would  have  degraded  me. 
—You  had  your  choice  in  all  you  did — it  was  not 
for  me  to  dictate  your  conduct;  and  when  I  saw 
you  capricious,  1  tiad  only  to  sink  below  the  reach 
of  your  caprice.  In  one  point  alone  did  1  venture 
to  think  for  myself: — I  resolved  never  to  lead  you 
into  an  act  of  which  you  could  repent  You  did  not 
know  what  would  make  you  happy  ;  and  it  would 
have  been  presumption  in  me  to  have  fancied  I 
could  tell  you.  I  endeavored  to  act  by  the  light  of 
my  reason  and  the  guidance  of  my  conscience,  and 
^t  leasjtyou  must  say,  I  was  not  selfish. — It  was  not 
/  who  departed  from  you,  I  saw  you  repented 
your  precipitancy,  and  wished  to  rietract. 

*  Well  !  you  might  be  right  as  to  yourself— but 
you  might  so  easily  have  recalled  me  !' 

*  God  forgive  me,  Pprtargis,  if  my  pride  is  cul- 
pable, but  something,  sure,  is  due  to  the  decency  of 
the  female  character;  and  my  spirit  prompts  me  to 
^ay  I  can  go  to  my  grave,  thankful  for  what  Heaven 
has  bestowed  on  me,  even  if  I  never  marry  and 
suffer  from  the  want  of  protection  ;  but  the  man 
I  do  marry,  must  never,  never,  want  recalling/ 

'  You  were  ahyays  singular-r-and  your  having 
lived  so  out  of  the  world,  is  a  great  disadvan- 
tage, certainly — one  ought  to  mi^ke  allowances — - 
but  I  think  your  path  is  pretty  plain  just  now. — - 
I'll  lay  a  hundred  guineas  to  five,  that  you  are  my 
mother-in-law  in  eighteen  months.' 

'  What  am  I  to  take  Lady  Waveney's  place  V 
gaid  Gertrude  laughing. 

'  No, 
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'  No,  nonsense  !  I  mean  step-mother — you 
know  what  I  mean — I  remember  what  you  used  to 
say.' 

*  Well,'  :aid  she,  ^  as  you  cannot  bear  contra- 
diction just  now,  you  must  take  it  for  granted  ;  and 
then  I  shall  certainly  revive  *  the  Lady  Isabella's 
traoredy  ;'  and  as  your  father  has  not  a  daughter, 
make  a  pie  of  your  wiie.' 

*  I  believe  I  should  by  that  time  thank  you/  re- 
plied his  lordship  sotto  voce,  *  but  don't  trifle, 
Gatty,  when  I  am  on  the  rack.' 

*  I  certainly  will  not  be  serious  when  y6u  talk 
such  pre|:)osterous  nonsense. — If  I  do  not  laugh,  I 
must  scold.' 

'  Well !  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that,  though  you 
may  think  yourself  very  right  just  now,  you  may 
repent  your  preciseness.' 

^  I  never  can,'  she  answered  firmly.  *  When 
we  have  done  what  appears  to  us,  after  fair  consi- 
deration, to  be  right,  we  must  abide  the  conse- 
quence— and  there  may  be  consequences  to  doing 
ri<iht,  as  well  as  to  doing  wrong,  which  it  requires 
fortitude  to  abide.-— You  may  wound  my  heart,  but 
not  my  conscience,  Portargis.' 

*  But  you  talk  of  fair  consideration  : — if  your  re- 
gard for  me  had  been,  what  1  may  say  it  ought  to 
ha»e  been,  you  would  never  have  thought  of  fair 
consideration.' 

*  Of  this  I  cannot  presume  to  judge;  but  yet  I 
should  very  much  suspect  that  a  regard  which  will 
not  bear  a  fair  consideration,  is  very  little  worth 
our  having — at  least,  I  am  sure  /  oould  not  feel 

grateful 


248  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE. 

grateful  for  suth  a  regard,  were  it  ever  so  violent : 
it  is  building  without  a  foundation ;  and  the  higher 
the  building,  the  greater  the  danger.' 

*  You  are  so  very  wise — so  "vastlij  philosophical ! 
*^Upon  my  soul,  I  don't  believe  you  have  any  idea 
what  it  is  to  be  in  love.' 

^  You  will  make  me  angry,  Lord  Portargis. 
Had  I  been  your  wife,  my  lord,  you  would  have 
found  that,  if  I  did  not  know  what  it  is  to  be  in  love^ 
I  could  have  learnt  what  it  is  to  lo've^  Neither 
prosperity  nor  adversity — neither  your  prudence 
nor  imprudence — neither  your  kindness  nor  un^ 
kindness— your  frown  nor  your  smile,  would  have 
ghaken  the  duty  and  affection  of  my  heart,  once 
consecrated  to  you.  I  would  have  borne,  I  would 
have  soothed  your  starts  of  temper  ; — I  would  have 
saved  you,  at  any  sacHfice  of  my  own  happiness 
and  comfort,  from  every  suffering  that  my  influence 
could  avert : — I  woald  have  followed  you  through 
every  misery;—!  should  havesl;irunk  from  a  parti- 
cipation in  nothing  but  guilt.  Till  you  had  forced 
me  to  say 

*  I  cannot  love  the  man  I  cannot  Jionor,' 

you  would  have  found  me,  I  will  venture  to  assert^ 
more  valuable  to  you  than  if  I  had  acted  as  you 
mppose  you  would  have  wished.^ — And  if  1  had,  my 
lord,  professed  myself  ever  so  deeply  in  love — what 
would  you  now  think — what  would  you  now  not 
say  of  foolish  Gatty  Aubrey? — what  would  your 
wife,  what  would  her  sister — what  would,  even  the 
mar)  whom  you  despise,  Sir  Philip,  tell  you  of  Gatty 

Aubrey  ? 
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Aubrey?  that  she  was  your  mother's  dependent — • 
scarcely  above  the  rEink  of  her  servant — that  she 
dared  to  love  you — and  was  fitly  requited  for  her 
darins;. — O  !  Lord  Portaro^is  ! — I  can  submit  to  be 
poor — nay,  to  be  dependent;  but  1  cannot  submit 
to  be  scorned.' 

His  lordship  walked  to  the  window ;  he  bit  his 
lip;  he  took  out  his  handkerchief,  w^iiie  Gertrude, 
exhausted,  threw  herself  on  a  chair,  and  panted 
with  her  aijitation. 

Lord  Portargis  recovered  courage ; — it  was  not 
a  time,  indeed,  to  be  a  coward. 

'  All  I  say,'  resumed  he,  '  is,  that  if  I  had  ever 
seen  in  you  any  thing  like  love  for  me,  I  should  not 
have  done  as  I  have.' 

*  You  deceive  yourself:  you  would  have  done 
precisely  as  you  have  done,  even  had  I  followed 
you  with  tears.' 

'*  'Tis  impossible,  Gatty.  Confess  at  once,  that 
you  never  cared  for  me.' 

'  So  far  am  I  from  confessing  it,  that  I  would 
deny  it,  as  long  as  I  live.  Consider,  Portargis,  I 
have  had  no  conjldantcs,  no  friends  to  whom  I  could 
ever  tell  \\\\^\.  have  been  my  thouglits :  I  have 
therefore  no  one  to  bear  witness  for  me  :  I  can  only 
appeal  to  your  knowledge  of  my  veracity,  and  say, 
that  had  1  not  been  too  humble  to  presume,  and 
you  too  capricious  to  justify  my  presumption,  my 
whole  heart,  and  all  its  atfections,  had  been  yours  : 
we  have  loved  each  other  from  our  cradle  ;  and  if  I 
have  any  merit,  it  is  that  I  never  sutTered  that  love 

to 

9 


250     THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE. 

to  make  me  forget  the  liberty  to  which  you  were 
entitled.  Was  it  for  7ne  to  say,  *  marry  me  who 
am  a  beggar,'  when  you  had  your  choice  of  wealth, 
and  rank,  and  beauty  ?  and  how  could  I  have  es- 
caped your  mother's  displeasure,  had  she  not  seen 
that  her  son  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  arts  of 
her  dependent?  If  I  was  not  as  much  elated  as 
you  expected,  when  your  father  approved  our  mar- 
riage, it  was  my  prophetic  spirit  that  chilled  me. 
I  asked  myself  what  would  my  path  be,  even  if  you 
did  not  change  your  mind,  with  one  whose  happi- 
ness seemed  built  on  trifles,  the  value  of  which  I 
could  not  understand.  How,  I  asked,  was  I  to  make 
your  home  pleasant,  when  every  hour  shewed  you 
at  a  loss  for  the  means  of  passing  the  next  ?  how 
was  I  to  recommend  myself  to  you,  when  I  saw 
that  the  young  women  of  your  acquaintance  gained 
your  favor  in  proportion  as  they  had  qualities  and 
tastes  which  I  have  not  nor  ever  could  wish  to  ac- 
quire ?  but  all  these  risks,  I  would  chearfully  have 
incurred,  to  have  seen  you,  in  the  course  of  years, 
as  respectable,  and  as  happy  as  I  wished  you.' 

*  All  this  consideration  convinces  me,  that 
though  you  might  be  my  friend,  you  don't  know 
what  it  is  to  be  in  love.' 

'  Answer  me  a  question,  Portargis?  What 
would  you  call  any  woman's  regard  for  you,  if  you 
knew  that  she  sacrificed  another  attachment  to  be- 
come your  wife — that  she  would  not  suffer  herself 
to  suppose  she  could  be  happier  with  another  than 
with  you,  because  your  happiness  was  dearer  to  her 
than  that  of  any  one  else  ?' 

*  Why 
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*  Why  I  should  say,  to  be  sure,  that  this  is  more 
love  than  any  body  has  a  right  to  expect/ 

'  Would  you  doubt  the  sincerity  of  that  love  ?' 

*  It  would  be  impossible/ 

'  Then,  Portargis,  this  is  the  praise  I  claim  :^ — 
there  exists  in  the  world  one  whom  I  believe  the 
only  man  I  could  marry  in  perfect  confidence — a 
man  for  whose  love  I  should  be  proud  to  feel 
grateful — a  man,  for  whose  society  I  would  under- 
go any  thing  ;  —yet  1  would,  had  you  both  stood 
before  me,  and  allowed  me  my  choice,  I  would 
have  chosen  you,  had  you  only  convinced  me  that 
it  concerned  your  happiness.' 

*  Ah  !  so  you  fancy. — 1  know  the  man  you  mean ; 
it's  Carr,  I  know  ; — I  heard  my  mother  tell  some- 
body the  wiiole  story  :  1  ahvays  thought  you  were 
fond  of  him  ;  but  I  thought  it  was  all  broke  off.  I 
heard,  the  other  day,  he  was  going  to  marry  a  wo- 
man with  an  immense  fortune.' 

O  !  with  what  impunity  the  inconsiderate  can 
wound  !  Gertrude  was  recovered  from  her  irrita* 
tion  and  restored  to  her  senses,  by  this  cool,  this 
mortifying,  this  cruel  reception  of  her  confidence. 
'  Now,'  thought  she,  '  if  the  care  of  our  own  hap- 
piness is  a  matter  of  duty,  I  stand  acquitted : — what 
couki  I  expect  from  one  who  takes  no  interest  in 
^ny  thing  but  as  it  concerns  himself,  and  who  can 
see  me  humble  myself  to  convince  him  of  his 
power,  without  offering  one  word  of  consolation  T 

She  had  been  drawn,  by  her  zeal  to  convince 
Lord  Portargis  of  his  injustice,  beyond  the  bounds 
of  her  discretion  :    that  had  escaped  her  lips  now, 

which 


which  had  never  before  Ti^andered  from  the  deepest 
recess  of  her  heart :  and  she  felt  niuch  obliged  to 
his  lordship's  erroneous  guess,  for  her  power  of 
retreating. — ^  We  had  better  tliink  what  is  to  be 
done,'  said  she ;  '  for  Lady  Luxniore  will  be  here 
soon  now  : — had  you  not  better  make  a  friend  of 
her  ?' 

^  O  !  no,  no ;  she  can  be  a  friend  to  no  one ; 
I  liavc  been  thinking  of  writing  to  my  father ;  but 
I  don't  know  how  to  set  about  it.' 

*  What  can  be  the  difficulty?' 

*  I  tried  two  or  three  times  last  nidit,  after 
I.oriiner's  attorncY  left  me  ;  but  I  could  not  please 
nivself.' 

'  Surely  nothing  more  is  necessary  than  to  teil 
Lord  Luxmore  the  substance  of  what  you  have 
told  me.  Don't  be  offended ;  but  really  I  have 
no  patience  with  people  who  can  talk  for  half  an 
liour  together,  and  yet  never  know  what  to  say  on 
paper  : — one  would  think  Mriting  a  science.' 

'  Why  so  it  is,  to  a  fool.' 

'  You  cannot  be  accused  of  vanity,'  said  she, 
endeavoring  to  smile \  '  but  you  aie  no  fool,  Por- 


targis. 


'  I  feel,  just  now,  confoundedly  like  one.  I  can't 
say  I  am  afraid  of  my  father,  nor  that  I  care  much 
about  him;  but  money  I  must  have,  and  then 
there  is  something  so  cursed  silly  in  sitting  down 
to  tell  a  foolish  thing.- — Yet  he  must  know  it,  for 
we  can't  keep  secret  long ;  and  then,  perhaps,  it 
^^  ill  be  worse  ;  beside,  these  people  have  no  pa- 
tience.' 

'  Yoa 
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*  You  had  bcUer  be  ingenuous.  But  wliat  ar- 
rangements have  you  -made  for  Sir  FhiHp?' 

*  ()  !  none  upon  eartli : — there's  a  whole  lot  of 
rabble  to  be  with  me  at  eleven  ;  it's  half  past  nine 
now,  by  Jupiter:  I  must  not  stay,  or  1  shall  get 
in  again  with  my  mother:  you  must  make  my 
excuse. — But  about  writing  to  my  father. — A\'ould 
you  do  it  in  my  placer' 

*  Yes,  certainly.' 

'  Well  then,  do  tell  me  what  to  say:  it  needs 
not  be  much,  I  suppose.' 

'  O  !  no  : — the  less  the  better,  you  will  think,  I 
dare  say:  but  if  it  were  ;;/!j/  case,  I  should  leave 
nothing  to  be  told  :  I  would  say  it  all  at  once.' 

'  No ;  I  had  rather  give  him  a  hint. — Can't 
you  write  something  for  me  with  this  pencil  on  the 
back  of  this  letter  ? — here's  room  enough: — try,'     • 

Gertrude  obeyed  : — she  wrote  : 

'  :\Iy  father, 

'  I  am  grieved  to  say  that  I  have  placed 
nn^self  in  the  midst  of  circumstances  most  despe* 
rately  distressing,  yet  scarcely  entitled  to  your  pity. 
I  am  prepared  to  confess  the  whole  if  you  com- 
mand me.  One  comfort,  however,  I  find  in  my 
wretched  anxiety  :  it  is,  that  the  fear  of  your  dis- 
pleasure weighs  most  heavily  on  my  mind.  Do 
not  understand  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  thing 
injurious  to  my  honor  :  I  have  done  a  precipi- 
tate deed  when  I  ought  to  have  taken  your  ad- 
vice, and  when,  I  am  persuaded  it  would  have 
been  attended    by  your   prohibition;    but  if  you 

knew 
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knew  the  peculiar  influence  under  which  I  acted, 
I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  you  would  feel  far 
me. — ' 

The  viscount  looked  over  Gertrude  as  she 
wrote:  all  his  cares  seemed  removed  by  seeing 
them  hinted  on  paper  with  some  regards  of  deli- 
cacy towards  his   soreness. — But  here  Gertrude 

stopt : 

*  What  shall  I  add  ?'  said  she. 

*  What  you  please ;  I  am  sure  you  know  best.' 

*  Portargis,  look  at  me;  and  tell  me,  oil  your 
honor,  whetlier  I  may  promise  your  future  good 
conduct,' 

'  You  may.' 

*  If  I  promise  the  duty  of  a  son  towards  your 
father,  u  ill  you  make  it  good  ?' 

*  Positively — you   may — if  my  father  will   be 

liberal  to  us.^ 1  am  almost  tired  of  being  a 

fool :  and  I  see  others  are  such  fools  too,  they 
can't  advise  one  ;  they  only  think  of  self/ 

She  proceeded  : 

*  Be  assured  that  any  lenity  shewn  to  my 
wounded  mind,  will  be  felt  and  most  gratefully 
acknowledged ;  and  that  in  the  persuasion  that 
you  will 'consider  how  painful  is  suspence,  I  pro- 
fess myself,  as  I  feel  resolved  you  shall  henceforth 
find  me,  my  lord, 

*  Your  very  obedient  son.' 

If  his  lordship  was  ready  to  devour  this  rough 
sketch  of  his  thoughts  :     if  he  ran  off  in  high 

spirits, 
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spirits,  and  left  some  things  unsaid  which  he  miaht 
have  said  to  her  who  had  served  him,  his  character 
is  the  commentary  :  he  was,  from  childhood,  the 
vane  of  every  breeze ;  and  every  action  was  the 
result  of  a  separate  impulse  :  there  was  but  one 
untraversing  feeling  in  his  mind,  and  this  was  his 
dislike  to  his  mother;  for  however  amiably  his  af- 
fections seemed  to  return  to  Gertrude  on  every 
occasion,  return  implies  absence,  and  in  their  fre- 
quent and  long  separation,  none  but  himself  knew, 
liow  many  and  how  various  had  been  the  objects 
of  his  pursuit :  it  was  Gertrudes  influence,  not  hU 
tendency,  that  bought  him  the  praise  of  constancy ; 
and  even  this  was  not  strong  enough  to  stand, 
when  nothing  attempted  its  overthrow !  His 
esteem  for  Gertrude  nothing  could  destroy ;  but  it 
was  a  sentiment  that  could  admit  no  praise ;  it 
was  confessing  properties  no  more  to  be  denied, 
than  those  of  separation  in  fire  and  constriction  in 
ice  ;  it  was  a  sentiment  he  did  not  particularly  cul- 
tivate ;  nay  sometimes  for  his  own  excuse,  he  would 
gladly  have  abated  it;  but  never  more  strongly 
did  it  operate,  than  when  he  drew,  in  his  walk  back 
to  Bond-street,  a  comparison  between  himself,  the 
ipso  facto  husband  of  Lady  Caroline  de  Haute- 
fort,  and  himself,  the  Jiijpothetical  husband  of 
Gatly  Aubrey. 

As  neither  the  viscount  nor  her  own  discretion 

enjoined   secrecy,   and  without  telling  the  truth, 

this  clandestine  visit  would  have  been  liable  to 

misinterpretation,  Gertrude  judged  it  prudent,  as 

.well  as  her  due,  to  tell  Lady  Luxmore  the  most 

important 
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importa^it  circiamstances  of  it :  she  therefore  re- 
vealed the  nianiage,  by  wishing  her  ladyship  joy 
gf  her  npble  d^iighter-in-Iaw,  but  said  not  a  word 
of  any  distress.  The  indocile  will  often  follow, 
though  seldom  tliey  can  be  led.  Gertrude's  tone 
and  manner  told  her  she  was  to  be  pleased,  but  the 
secrecy  checked  a  little  what  she  seemed  disposed 
to  feel,  till  chasing,  for  hei*  own  sake,  to  suppose 
that  her  son  came  purposely  to  inform  her,  and 
was  too  much  afraid  of  her  to  fulfil  his  intention^ 
she  accepted  the  homage,  and  with  some  compla 
cency  asked  what  fortune  Lady  Caroline  was  said 
to  bring. 

'  O  r  replied  Gertrude,  *  we  must  not  think  of 
money  wliere  there  is  such  blood.  Tis  your  lady- 
ship's being  Lord  Portargis's  mother,  perhaps,  that 
made  thp  family  accept  the  offer.' 

Never  had  Gertrude  for  herself  condescended 
to  an  ingratiating  expression ;  but  for  Portargis, 
for  the  friend  of  her  infancy,  the  companion  of  her 
first  pleasures,  who  had  not  unfrequently,  however 
injudiciously,  striven  to  do  her  kindness,  she  could 
submit  to  please,  and  she  effected  it;  for  money 
was  no  more  mentioned,  and  the  countess  called 
for  tlie  peerage,  and  asked  where  she  should  find 
the  Waveney  title.  Be  it  remembered  Gertrude 
had  not  departed  from  the  truth. 

Women,  when  once  interested  in  a  cause,  are 
very  apt,  after  their  ifir&t  exertions,  to  say  to  them- 
selves, '  What  more  can  I  do?'  The  answer  to 
this  question  made  Gertrude,  as  she  could  not 
with  propriety  address  the  earl,  write  privately  to 

Mr, 
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I\fr.  Sydenham  by  that  day's  post,  telling  him  as 
much  as  she  dared,  and  intreatins^  his  influence  in 
favor  of  the  viscount.  To  this  letter  she  could 
not  receive  an  answer  without  resortino;  to  means 
she  would  not  willing;ly  adopt :  she  was  forced 
therefore  to  trust  to  chance  for  satisfaction,  and, 
at  length,  to  rest  content  with  having  endeavored. 
That,  at  the  close  of  the  business,  when  the  earl, 
assailed  by  his  son's  letter  and  Mr.  Sydenham's 
intreaties,  and  resolved  by  the  opportune  bursting 
of  his  friend  Marquis  Bannerman's  bubble-great- 
ness, had  done  every  thing  she  could  have  wished, 
she  was  ignorant  of  the  event, — that  Lord  Portargis 
entirely  forgot  to  say  that  he  was  relieved, — and 
that  the  next  news  she  heard,  was  that,  disgusted 
with  the  army  and  his  country,  he  was  going  to 
Ireland,  must  all  be  ascribed  to  \\\dX  youthful  vi- 
*vacity  which  so  many  of  us  make  a  sitie  qua  non 
in  our  choice  of  favorites » - 


yoL.  IV.  s  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  LXXXI. 

Honest  e?ideavors.  *  Blue  devils.*  Medical  attention.  A  fa" 
natic  correspondent.  An  ardent  wish  gratified  in  prospect, 
C&ol  eonsistenci/.  A  little  accommodation,  A  friend  within 
reach. 

The  year  which  had  closed  over  the  grave  of  My. 
Sterling,  had  not  rendered  his  memory  less  dear 
to  Gertrude;  and  she  began  now,  more  than  ever, 
to  feel  the  advantages  she  derived  from  his  manly 
care  of  her  mind.  Seeing,  as  she  supposed,  all 
she  had  to  rely  on,  under  Heaven,  in  her  own  in- 
dustry, she  was  careful  to  lose  nothing  she  had 
gained,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  add  to  her  little 
store  of  ability:  she  had  got  over  all  her  shy  re- 
luctance to  enter  the  library;  and  Lady Luxmore's 
powers  of  opposition  growing  every  day  more 
feeble,  she  could  make  nearly  what  use  she  pleased 
of  it,  to  prepare  herself  for  the  time  when,  not 
the  caprice,  but  the  seemingly  approaching  death 
of  her  patroness,  would  turn  her  over  to  her  own 
guidance.  It  w^as  her  resolution  to  shift  for  her- 
self, without  accepting  any  thing  more  than  good 
wishes  and  distant  services  from  the  earl ;  the  only 
mode  by  which  it  appeared  to  her  possible  to 
avoid  the  new  dominion  of  Lord  and  Lady  Port- 
argis.  From  Mr.  Sydenham  and  his  sister,  she 
well  knew,  notwithstanding  the  restraint  of  their 
letters,  she  might  expect  all  that  she  could  ask; 

for 
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for  she  was  convinced  they  acted  on  principles  far 
higher  than  even  those  of  benefiting  her ;  but  there 
was  now  a  sentiment  in  her  mind,  which,  thonsh 
it  might  be  folly  to  indulge,  it,  she  could  not  call  on 
any  duty  to  help  her  in  repressing;  and  it  had 
power  to  make  her  resolve,  rather  to  accept  a 
maintenance  at  the  price  of  all  her  liberty,  than 
to  resort  to  Luxmorerectdry  for  a  iiome,  dear  as 
were  its  inhabitants  to  her  ! 

She  felt  it  almost  a  vivid  happiness  not  to  have 
been  spoiled,  or  treated  with  false  ideas  of  the 
world :  nobody  had  ever  been  kind  enough,  or 
thought  it  worth  their  pains,  to  tell  her  that  we 
were  sent  here  on  purpose,  even  to  practice  elegant 
accomplishments :  she  really  did  believe,  and  it 
must  have  been  something  beyond  the  rhetoric 
of  the  present  day  that  could  have  altered  her 
creed,  that  we  were  placed  here,  as  in  a  very 
rough  school,  to  fit  us  for  a  better  abiding-place. 
She  perceived,  in  our  best  actions,  an  alloy,  and,  in 
our  best  pleasures,  an  abatement,  yet  a  tendency 
towards  something  more  perfect,  which  convinced 
her,  that,  consistently  with  the  wisdom  displayed 
in  the  creation,  this  could  not  be  the  ultima  Thult 
of  human  hopes.  She  knew  that  the  common 
sense  of  mankind  recognized,  and  the  researches 
of  the  wise  confirmed  this  invigorating  opinion; 
and  her  belief  was  strengthened,  as  is  the  infidel's, 
by  a  regard  to  her  own  interest  in  it.  '  Whom 
have  I  in  Heaven  but  thee  ?'  was  the  humble 
question  her  heart  offered  up,  when,  in  rising  from 
her  bed,  she  was  compelled  to  recollect,  that  where 

s  2  she 
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she  should  sleep  the  following  week,  depended  on 
a  life  that  hung  by  the  weakest  hair^  and  a  temper 
regulated  by  something,  if  possible,  less  to  be  relied 
on.  When  she  lay  down  at  night,  she  felt  she  had, 
indeed,  nothing  to  offer  as  the  fruit  of  her  day,  but 
diligence  and  patience,  according  as  opportunities 
presented  themselves  for  their  exercise. 

A  variation  of  days,  now  seldom  cheared  even 
by  a  casual  visitor, — days  which  afforded  her  no 
communication  with  any  one;  for  even  her  *  one 
friend'  she  had  long  since  lost  by  marriage  and 
tiie  countess's  request  that  this  might  put  a  stof> 
to  ^  the  nonsense  of  visiting  ;' — days  that  admitted 
of  no  exercise,  but  an  airing  of  two  hours  and  a 
half,  statute-measure,  mth  three  inches  of  one  of 
the  coach-glasses  let  down — a  variation  of  these 
monotonous  davs,  she  owed  to  the  state  of  her 
own  health.  Let  a  fact  be  a  warning;  and  we 
shall  feel  paid  for  disclosing  it.  It  had  been 
through  the  winter,  part  of  her  daily  duty  to  get 
oranges  ready  for  the  countess  to  take  without 
trouble;  and  her  ladyship  requiring  to  be  kept 
warm,  there  was  generally,  even  when  not  much 
wanted,  a  large  fire:  against  tliis  tire,  she  had, 
one  cold  morning,  stood  peeling  oranges  till  she 
was  heated,  and  o-oin^  to  her  chamber  to  relieve 
her  hands  from  the  unpleasant  feeling  of  her  em- 
ployment, she  becaiwe  sensible  that  it  was  well 
for  her  she  had  quitted  the  fire :  on  reaching  her 
room,  she  dipt  her  hands  into  cold  water;  and 
instantly  the  whole  world  seemed  giving  way 
around  her :  she  fell  on  the  nearest  cliair,  retain- 


ing 
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ing  her  perfect  recollection,  but  unable  to  stand 
or  speak :  no  one  was  near  her ;  she  tried  to 
reach  her  bed;  but  at  the  moment  she  stirred,  it 
seemed  to  go  from  her:  at  that  instant,  the  well- 
known  bell  of  call  for  her,  rang  smartly  ;  and  no 
answer  being  made  to  it,  the  female  servant  avIio 
had  been  or«lered  to  ring  it,  fortunately  came  up, 
to  say  a  note  to  Lady  Luxmore  needed  her  tj  re- 
ply to  it  .In  a  few^  minutes,  she  recovered,  was 
led  down,  and  notwithstanding  her  looks,  suffered 
to  attempt  writing:  it  was  impossible:  the  countess 
was  angry,  complained  of  the  hardship  of  havincr 
no  one  to  assist  her,  and  sent  a  verbal  messaoe. 
The  apothecary  in  attendance,  saw^  the  necessity 
of  doing  something  for  one  who  had  so  suffered; 
but  in  a  few  v^'eeks,  being  oat  of  his  depth,  he  ad- 
vised farther  advice,  change  of  air,  the  sea-side, 
amusements,  society,  and  ail  the  privileges  of  pri- 
vileged persons.     Lady  Luxmore  discussed  them  : 

*  Miss  Aubrey  might  have  what  advice  she  pleased; 
but  she  hoped  she  was  not  to  be  saddled  with 
doctors'  fees ;  change  of  air  she  must  seek  with 
some  one  else;  as  to  the  ^ea-side,  if  she  would 
have  patience  till  August^  she  believed  she  should 
then  go  herself.' 

In  a  miserable  state  of  existence,  subject  to  fits 
of  tears  that  nothing  would  control  for  hours, — to 
paroxysms  of  terror  that  made  her  afraid  to  go 
near  a  window,  or  down  stairs  without  holding, 
and  with  all  the  wretched  retinue  jocularly  called 

*  blue  devils,'  at  her  heels,  wherever  she  stirred,  she 
got  on  till  about  this  time,  when  having  received  all 

the 
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the  profit  of  her  literary  labor,  and  entered  on  ^ 
single  volume  with  the  kindest  encouragement,  she 
resolved  to  seek  health  without  saddling  her  lady- 
ship v.ith  the  dreaded  fees  of  a  physician,  and  re- 
quested Dr.  R to  call  on  her 

Here   was    a  great   comfort  and  unlooked-for 
amusement.     Dr.  R—- —  *  is  well  known  as  a  gen- 
tleman and  a  scholar;  and  his  chariot,  which  she 
always  compared  in  her  mind  to  a  piece  of  pickled 
s9.1mon  served  up  in  fennel;  would,  even  in  its  ap- 
proach, chear  her  spirits :  in  the  fullest  business, 
he  never  afi'ected  hurry;  and  her  ailment  not  be- 
ing of  the  acute  kind,  he  would  defer  his  visit  for 
a  day,   if  the  next  offered  him  half  an  hour  for 
Miss  Aubrey :  he  enquired  into  her  pursuits  and 
attainments,  and  extracted  a  confession  that   she 
was  beginning  to  read  the  classics ;  if  he  sa,w  the 
eountess,    he,   ignorantly   enough,    would   try  to 
make  her  speak  well  of  ^  that  clever  girl  of  her's;' 
but  when  Gertrude  saw  him  in  another  room,  he 
would  bid  her   fetch  her  book,  then  lay  out  his 
watch,  and  desiring  her  to  take  care  he  did  not 
transgress,  he  would  read  the  Pollio  of  Virgil  with 
her,  or  any  thing  else  that  charmed  her  by  her 
power  of  comprehending,  or  distressed  her  by  its 
difficulty :  he  would  point  out  brilliant  passages : 
he  would  set  her  to  get  by  heart,  and  inforce  the 
enunciation  of  lines,  to  which  he  gave  every  ad- 
vantage   by   his  own  perceptions;    and  for  four 

*  With  the  sincerest  feeling  of  regret  we  beg  the  readers  of 
this  edition  of  our  work  to  substitute  was  for  is.  Dr.  Rey- 
nolds lived  not  to  be  sensible  of  our  gratitude. 

months 
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months  was  she  thus  paid  for  being  an  invahd> 
without  the  smallest  subtraction  from  the  attention 
called  for  by  her  miserable  nervous  affections, 
which  were  soothed,  and  perhaps  as  much  de- 
creased, by  this  renewed  impulse  on  her  faculties, 
as  by  the  routine  of  medicine  prescribed  in  such 
cases. 

In  this  space  of  time,  let  it  be  remarked,  that 

Dr.  R attending  her,  on  an  average,  fives  times 

in  a  fortnight,  and  at  one  time  five  days  in  suc- 
cession, and  having  no  reason  to  suppose  the 
countess's  purse  in  any  measure  drawn  against  a 
young  woman  who  seemed  to  her  '  as  a  daughter,' 
would  accept  only  ten  fees  of  one  guinea  each : 
his  reply  was,  '  Not  your  money:  I  like  your  spirit 
of  application;  I  come  for  a  pleasant  chat.' 

Now,  dear  young  friends !  all  ye  who  like 
the  visits  of  an  agreeable  physician  better  than 
paying  guineas  !  do  try  to  have  a  little  conversa- 
tion for  him  beyond  '  last  ball'  and  *  the  dra- 
goons.' But  at  the  same  time  let  us  warn  you,  if 
you  have  the  great  good  fortune  to  meet  with  those 

of  the  school  of  R ,  that  you  will,  unless  he  sees 

YOU  geese,  have  no  flattery  to  soothe  you.  He  told 
Gertrude  to  remember,  that  what  God  had  done 
for  her,  called  for  her  gratitude  and  her  circum- 
spection :  and  at  parting,  he  uttered  these  words  : 
*  If  ever  I  hear  of  your  doing  wrong,  I  shall  say 
some  one  has  fascinated  you:  let  me  have  the  com- 
fort of  seeing  you  settled  in  life  in  a  way  worthy 
of  you ;  and  when  you  have  a  house  of  your  own, 
give  me  your  word  that  you  will  never  admit  into 

it. 


5264  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE. 

it,  dissolute  men,  or  women  with  tainted  reputa^ 
tions. — And  now,  God  bless  you!  be  a  good  girl; 
take  care  of  yourself,  and  if  you  have  any  return 
of  your  complaint,  let  me  know  it.' 

That  season  of  the  year  was  now  arrived,  the 
most  unpleasant  to  prisoners  in  London,  wheh  the 
summer  is  departing,  and  the  autumn  not  ready 
to  come ;  when  an  oppressive  heat  makes  it  ne- 
cessary to  keep  windows  open,  and  they  admit 
only  disagreeable  smells  and  the  noises  of  the 
street ;  when  shortened  days  send  the  pedes  rians 
out  of  the  fields  in  a  humor  to  wrangle  all  the  way 
home;  and  the  misery  of  idleness  to  those  already 
there,  is  to  be  relieved  only  by  enduring  addi- 
tional heat.  In  one  of  these  closing  days,  when 
Gertrude  was  confined  to  conversation  with  the 
countess,  she  heard  her  own  name  pronounced  in 
the  street;  and  a  letter  directed  in  a  hand  she  knew 
not,  was  brought  by  the  petty  post,  or  as  we  chuse, 
in  preference  to  a  good  term,  to  call  it,  the  two- 
penny-post :  she  opened  it,  and  by  the  light  in  the 
hail,  as  her  ladyship  called  it,  read ; 

*  Honoured  Madam, 

*  I  hope  your  Ladyship  will  Humbly 
Pardon  the  predicament  that  makes  me  take  the 
liberty  of  waiting  on  You  by  these  but  we  un- 
derstand as  the  lady  who  came  to  ours  you  are 
daghter  to  and  if  so  1  durst  to  say  you  would 
Like  to  be  told  that  She  is  very  much  in  want  of 
comfort,  and  talks  as  if  she  would  like  to  see 
you.     The  Lord  send  us  all  a  Betar  birth  in  that 

Blessed 
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Blessed   country,    where   the   wicked  cease  from 
trubbling  and  the  wary  are  at  Rest 

From  madam  Your  Ladyship's 
most  obliged  humbel  Sarvant 

T.  Griffin.' 
No.  15  Harlequin  row 
St.  George's  fields. 


&^ 


She  had  not  raised  very  high  expectations  on  con- 
templating the  outside  of  this  epistle :  she  supposed 
it  an  appeal  to  her  feelings ;  but  that  it  was  to  end,  at 
least,  her  ignorance,  respecting  her  mother,  the  style 
of  it  prevented  her  from  perceiving,  even  when  she 
had  finished  reading  it ;  on  a  second  perusal,  she 
could  but  very  imperfectly  comprehend  its  mean- 
ing :  her  sensations  seemed  to  suspend  the  use  of 
her  faculties  :  she  began  again  to  read,  and  now 
becoming  conscious  of  the  purport,  and  of  the  vi- 
sible eflect  it  was  producing  on  her  nerves,  she 
returned  to  the  drawing  room,  and  endeavored  to 
obtain  liberty  of  feeling  by  anticipating  the  coun- 
tess's questions  and  remarks. — '  Tis  a  letter,'  said 
she,  ^  ma'am,  from  somebody  about  my  poor  mo- 
ther/— '  Well !  your  poor  mother  !'  said  her  lady- 
ship— ^  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  your  poor  mother.' 

She  was  inclined  to  go  out  of  the  room.  Lady 
Luxmore  spoke  : 

*  Nay,  pray  stay,  and  let's  hear  what  they  say 
about  her :  give  me  the  letter,  and  order  candles.' 

*  I  am  ashamed  to  shew  it  your  ladyship.' 

'  O,  dear  !  I  beseech  you  don't  be  squeamish : 
I  know  the  fool  much  better  than  you  do.' 

Her  ladyship  tocvk  the  letter,  waited  in  silence 
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for  li;|>,ht,  and  haviqg  read  it  and  examined  it  on  all 
sides,  with  an  affectedly  contemptuous  laugh,  she 
threw  it  on  the  table,  requesting  to  know  ^  Miss 
Aubrey's  royal  will  and  pleasure,  and  what  she 
meant  to  do.' 

Gertrude  was  in  an  agony  of  tears,  while  the 
countess,  who  had  certainly  the  advantage  of  her, 
insisted  on  knowing  what  she  meant  to  do. 

After  an  effort,  she  was  able  to  reply,  '  I  can 
only  say,  my  duty.' 

'  Then  I  suppose  you  mean  to  leave  wze.' 
'  I  have  no  meaning.     I  cannot  tell.' 
'  Then  it  is  fit  I  should  tell  you^  Miss  Aubrey, 
that  the  moment  you  go  out  of  this  house  to  see 
that  good-for-nothing  woman,  is  the  last  moment 
you  shall  enter  it.' 

The  idea  truly  was  a  little  confused  in  bringing 
forth  ;  but  the  sense  was  plain,  even  ^  to  the  mean- 
est capacity.'  Gertrude  roused,  and  replied  :  *  I 
shall  submit  to  your  pleasure.  Lady  Luxmore, 
without  repining,  when  I  have  done  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  right ;  but  without  that  satisfaction,  I 
can  do  nothing.' 

'  I  w:ant  to  know  whether  you  mean  to  see  her.' 

'  Certainly.' 

*  Then  you  understand  ;  we  part.' 

*  Do  not  say  so.  Lady  Luxmore ;  this  is  too 
..  harsh  ;  you  will  think  better  soon ;  you  will  recol- 
lect—' 

'  I  shall  recollect  nothing,  but  that  I  have  an 
ungrateful  ghi  to  deal  with.     I  see  what  all  this  is 

to 
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to  coiue  to  :  you  are  to  live  here,  and  enjoy  all 
your  comforts,  and  live  like  the  first  lady  in  the 
land;  and  I  may  go  and  whistle  for  a  companion  : 
all  your  time  and  thoughts  will  be  wanted  for  your 
poor  mother,  indeed !' 

'  You  mistake  me,  madam  :  I  can  never  be  un- 
grateful :  if  I  could  fail  in  my  duty  to  my  mother, 
you  might  suspect  me  ;  but  consider,  1  have  never 
known  the  comfort  of  having  parents ;  and  surely 


*  Haven't  I  been  a  parent  to  you  ;  and  ha3n  t 
Mr.  Sterhng?' 

*  You  have  been  to  me  as  parents  ;  and  as  a  pa- 
rent would  I  respect  your  ladyship,  if  you  would 
let  me.  But  why  all  this  anger  ? — You  k?iow  I  can 
bear  much ;  and  I  will  still  bear  any  thing  from 
you,  when  it  regards  only  myself;  but  this  dispo- 
sition to  obey  cannot  go  farther.  I  cannot  sub- 
mit to  a  breach  of  one  of  the  commandments. 
What  dependence  have  I  in  all  the  world,  but  oa 
the  goodness  of  the  Almighty  ?  and  how  can  I  ask 
this  protection,  if  I  offend  Him  ?' 

'  O  !  I  see  clearly,  without  any  explanation, 
what  all  this  means  ;  you  want  to  get  away,  and 
your  mother  is  to  be  an  excuse.' 

'  Forgive  me.  Lady  Luxmore,  if  I  contradict 
you.  Look  at  the  letter  :  does  it  imply  any  thing 
that  can  tempt  me  ?  does  it  appear  as  if  her  situa- 
tion could  gratify  my  pride,  or  her  means  of  sub- 
sistence supply  my  wants  t  What  is  it  1  am  called 
to? — Not  to  share  any  good  with  her,  but  to  find 
comfort  for  her;  and  where  am  I  to  seek  it?  1  be- 
lieve 
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lieve,  madam,  I  have  not  often  allowed  a  petulant 
expression  or  a  disrespectful  repl}^  to  you  to  escape 
iny  lips  ;  but  you  provoke  me  :  you  are  cruel,  and 
though  nothing  would  tempt  me  to  quit  you  now, 
you  may  drive  me  from  you.' 

To  deliberate  in  a  stovm,  or  in  Lombard- street, 
would  be  an  undertaking  of  as  probable  success, 
as  to  have  considered  what  was  expedient  within 
ear-shot  of  the  countess. — Gertrude,  therefore, 
though  almost  called  back,  retreated  to  her  cham- 
ber,  and  to  peripatetic  rumination. 

It  was  not  difficult  to  decide  on  what  she  should 
do,  if  her  expectation,  her  wish,  her  hope,  of  find- 
ing her  mother  was  realised ;  but  the  style  and 
aspect,  and  cant  of  the  letter,  gave  her  little  satis- 
faction ;  and  as  she  w  as  pretty  well  convinced  that 
Lady  Luxmore  would  suffer  her  antipathy  to  Mrs. 
Aubrey  to  get  the  better  of  any  feeling  for  her 
protegee,  she  feared  that  a  precipitate  attempt, 
even  to  satisfy  her  curiosity,  might  deprive  her  of 
a  home.  She  therefore  resolved  first  to  ascertain 
the  fact  with  regard  to  her  mother,  and  this  once 
done,  a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  disposition  to  be 
moderate  in  following  it,  would,  she  trusted,  point 
out  and  regulate  her  path. 

Having  arranged  this  in  her  mind,  she  wrote  a 
note  according  to  the  address  furnished  by  the 
letter,  saying  : 

*  On  receiving  any  testimonial  that  the  lady  men^ 
tioned  in  a  note,  to  which  this  is  a  reply,  is  the 

widow 
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widow  of  the  Rev.  Martin  Aubrey,  of  Luxmore? 

in shire,   Gertrude  Aubrey  will  immediately 

offer  every  proof  of  dutiful  and  affectionate  regard 
in  her  power.' 

The  serv^mts  found  a  messenger  to  carry  this 
billet:  an  answer  was  promised  in  the  morning; 
and  the  remaining  hours  of  the  evening  afforded 
only  irritating  and  vexatious  complaints  and  re- 
solves, which  the  countess,  perhaps,  could  not  re- 
strain if  she  had  been  so  inclined;  for  to  the  consola- 
tion of  the  peevish,  we  must  confess  that  there  is  a 
time  when  responsibility  seems  to  have  ceased,  and 
when  that  which  once  called  for  censure,  claims, 
if  not  pity,  forgiveness.  AVhat  is  to  be  said  with 
regard  to  that  intermediate  space  when  the  correc- 
tion of  our  faults  is  in  our  power,  and  ought  to  be 
our  most  important  concern,  we  do  not  hint ;  but 
certainly,  within  sight  of  threescore,  *  poor  soul !'  is 
the  zvorst  we  have  to  apprehend  from  our  judicious 
friends.  Let  it  be  remembered  it  is  the  best  we 
have  any  right  to  expect ;  and  let  it  be  remem- 
bered before  we  enter  on  this  privileged  dotage. 

When  retired  for  the  night,  Gertrude  found  it 
impossible  to  rest ;  but  alone,  she  grew,  if  not 
more  composed,  infinitely  happier.  No  caution 
she  could  use,  no  guard  she  could  set  on  her  ima- 
gination, could  secure  her  against  the  inroad  of 
ideas,  all  founded  on  the  probability  of  recovering 
her  lost  parent.  Before  midnight,  many  schemes 
had  been  framed  and  rejected;  and  before  she 
quitted  her  chamber,   she  was  well  prepared  in 

mind 
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mind  to  meet  any  difficulty,  might  her  vivid,  her 
ardent  hope  be  realised. 

She  had  more  than  one  third  remaining  of  the 
money  she  had  earned — she  had  had  repeated  en- 
couragement to  try  her  fortune  again  in  the  same 
way — the  improved  state  of  her  attainments, 
would,  she  was  now  convinced,  gain  her  a  mainte- 
nance— she  had  more  friends  than  heretofore ;  and 
though  she  saw  much  to  distress  and  perplex  her, 
she  saw  no  reason  to  despond. 

Calm  in  her  temper,  firm  in  her  purpose,  know- 
ing that  she  was  right,  and  therefore  not  disposed 
to  prove  the  point,  she  met  Lady  Lux  more,  whose 
countenance  betrayed  feelings  that  might,  more, 
than  her  usual  deportment,  have  warped  those  of 
Gertrude.     She  had  been  in  tears. 

Whether  Gertrude  had  made  that  distinction  in 
her  mind,  which  one  of  our  best  female  writers  of 
moral  fiction,  has  ascertained,  between  sorrow  and 
self-pity ;  or  whether  her  common  sense  of  duty 
told  her  that  she  must  not  listen  at  the  same  time, 
and  with  equal  interest,  to  the  claims  of  adverse 
clients,  may  be  questioned  ;  but  not  presuming  to 
suppose  Lady  Luxmore  would  accept  sympathy 
from  her  J  she  proceeded  in  her  morning  evolutions 
with  a  steady  pace  and  the  most  unimpeachable 
respect,  while  her  heart  palpitated  at  every  sound, 
and  she  whispered  to  herself  the  words,  '  My  mo- 
ther,' in  a  spirit  of  self-complacency,  that  would  be 
degraded  by  comparing  it  to  the  rehearsal  of  a 
pretty-sounding  title,  which  the  morrow  is  to  give 
to  a  bride-elect. 

The 
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The  promised  reply  arrived.  She  opened  it,  and 
read  Avhat  our  readers  may  also  read. — But  first, 
let  us  apprise  them,  that  being  very  lazy,  and  al- 
ways preferring  reality  to  fiction,  we,  with  the  al- 
teration of  only  a  few  words,  print  'verbatim  et  lite- 

7'atim. 
» 

*  Honored  madam 
*  I  Receved  You  Ladyship's  Latter  and  Acord- 
ing  to  Your  Ladyship's  Deciar  I  Waitied  on  the 
Lady  and  Encouraged  hur  with  Good  words  and 
thretnings  pointing  of  hur  to  the  Benevolance  of 
Your  Ladyships  wich  Demanded  her  Gratefulnes 
which  Shee  Apared  to  be  in  Sum  Degree  Sensable 
of  I  shall  if  not  haringfrom  Your  Ladyship  Imme- 
diantly  Look  Out  for  a  place  for  hur  As  it  Apears 
that  Shee  is  not  CapabuU  of  the  Sitiwation  wich 
Shee  now  Oqupise  Blessed  be  God  for  putting  it  in 
Your  Ladyships  power  and  for  Giveing  Your  Lady- 
ships  the   Liclination  to  Do  Good  for  a  Good 
Name  is  Betar  than  Richis  I  feel  it  My  Duty  to  be 
faithfull  in  my  Stev\ardship  while  it  tis  called  to  Day 
As  the  Night  Aprochis  where  in  No  Man  Can 
work  At  presant  I  am  In  A  temprary  way  But  I 
shall  Do  My  Endevors  to  place  the  Lady  in  A  Si- 
tiwation where  in  She  may  be  easy  I  wish  Your 
Ladyship  all  the  privileges  of  the  New  Born  heaven 
Born  sons  of  God  this  Is  the  Only  Return  that  can 
Be  Made  You  By  Your 

Ladyships  Most  Obliged 

and  Humble  Sarvant 

T.  Griffin.' 

'  I  think 
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'  I  think  the  Lady  is  Capabul  of  finding  hur 
Way  if  Shee  Corns  to  Charing  cross  By  the  Coach/ 

When  this  original  and  dainty  epistle  first  met 
our  eye,  we  confess  indignation  at  the  profane 
prostitution  of  language,  checked  our  merriment; 
and  subsequent  enquiry  inclined  us  to  believe  that 
a  mind  which  has  yet  to  receive  its  first  ideas  of  re- 
ligion, is  in  a  safer  state  than  one  so  defaced  by 
what  may  be  termed  a  blind  hypocrisy.  But  Ger- 
trude had  no  leisure  of  mind  to  feel  as  we  did :  she 
stooped  to  pick  up  a  little  slip  of  paper  which  had 
escaped  from  its  inclosure  unperceived;  and  this 
contained  the  animating,  the  consoling,  the  over- 
paying words, 

'  My  dearest  Child, 
*  If  you  can  forgive,  come  as  soon  as  possible  to 
'  Your  afflicted  mother, 

'  G.  Aubrey.' 

'  I  entreat  you,'  said  Gertrude,  dropping  on  her 
knees  before  Lady  Luxmore,  '  I  implore  you,  tell 
me — is  this  my  mother's  writing?' 

'  Yes' — said  the  countess,  taking  her  eyes  from 
the  newspaper,  and  instantly  restoring  them  again. 

'  Then  I  viiist  go  ;'  said  Gertrude. 

^  You  cannot  go  just  yet,'  said  her  ladyship  ; 
'  for  I  want  you  to  do  two  or  three  things  for  me ; 
but  if  you  will  have  patience  till  I  go  out,  I  can  set 
you  down  at  a  distance :  1  shall  have  Miss  Maudlin 
to  pass  the  rest  of  the  day  with  me,  for  I  suppose 
YOU  won't  come  home  till  evening,' 

This 
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Tliis  was  a  proposition  so  conciliating  in  its  tem- 
per, and  Gertrude  considered  the  possibility  of  re- 
conciling the  countess  to  her  mother  as  so  impor- 
tant, that  she  consented  to  remain  a  few  hours 
longer  on  the  rack,  as  she  had  it  in  her  power  to 
ahate  her  mother's  anxiety  by  a  message  in  reply  to 
her  note.— Siie  would  have  employed  the  Interval  in 
writing  to  Mr.  Sydenham  ;  but  when  she  was  sit- 
ting down  for  the  purpose,  she  found  that  she  had, 
at  present,  nothing  decisive  to  say — th^  day  might 
probably  atone  for  the  deficiency ;  and  she  would 
wait. 

The  morning  did  not  pas^  without  consolation 
and  advantage  to  our  impatient  Gertrude.  A  mes- 
sage from  Miss  Lc  Sage  told  her  that  she  was  in 
town  ;  and  a  letter  accompanying  it,  sard  that  the 
sudden  and  almost  enviable  death  of  her  mother, 
had  obliged  her  to  active  exertions  which  would  de- 
tain her  some  weeks,  and  that  in  seeking  relief  for 
her  dejection,  and  relaxation  from  business,  she 
should  first  think  of  Miss  Aubrey. 

Circumstanced  as  Gertrude  was,  she  could  send 
only  a  vague  return  of  thanks,  and  a  pronjise  to 
write  in  the  coarse  of  the  following  day. 

The  death  of  .Mrs.  Le  Sage  was,  even  in  theoc-- 
cupied  state  of  her  mind,  matter  of  regret;  and 
]\liss  Le  Sage's  expressions  shewed,  at  once,  her 
sense  of  the  loss,  and  of  the  duty  of  submission  to  a 
privation  which  she  endeavored  to  represcntas alle- 
viated beyond  almost  what  she  had  dared  to  hope. 
But  it  was  great  and  opportune  consolation  to  Ger- 
trude to  know  that  she  had  now,  within  reach,  an 

VOL.  IV.  T  clBcicnt 
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efficient  friend,  of  whose  good  will,  good  sense,  and 
good  principle,  she  could  not  doubt.  '  So  it  is,' 
sfiid  she  to  herself,  when,  after  a  third  reading,  she 
laid  aside  i\Iiss  Le  Sage's  letter-,  and  fixed  her  eyes 
'  in  vacancy'  on  the  ground  : — '  So  it  is — when  one 
little  plank  fails  us — when  it  seems  sli[)ping  from 
under  our  feet,  in  the  wreck  of  all  our  coirforts^  ano- 
ther is  put  out  for  us.  1  dare  say,  if  I  knew  more 
of  the  world,  I  should  see  that  peaple  aie  rarely 
deprived  of  all  means  of  preservation  at  once.  But 
O  !  my  mother  !' 

Never,  to  Gertrude's  apprehension,  w^as  the 
clock  so  cfilatory  in  striking  One;  the  coachman 
was,  by  a  few  minutes,  later  than  the  time,  and  she 
wondered  how  any  body  could  endure  such  negli- 
gence. Lady  Luxmore,  studiously  ignorant  of  the 
map  of  London,  seldom  gave  orders  : — the  ivay-hill 
was  generally  in  Gertrude's  custody — but  to-day 
it  was  otherwise.  Thro'  Hyde  Park  and  Penton- 
ville,  to  the  City  Road  for  biscuits — to  Fleet-street, 
for  pins — to  the  Strand,  for  tea — -to  ditto,  for  a 
mended  fan;  to  Pall  Mall,  f(  r  a  dyed  feather — back 
to  Covent-Garden  to  the  shoemakers — to  the  but- 
terman's  in  Carnaby  Market,  to  know  why  he  raised 
the  butter,  all  preceded  the  order  to  Westminster 
Bridge—after  which  Miss  Maudlin  was  to  be  taken 
up  in  the  neighborhood,  and,  passing  again  the 
dyed-feather  shop,  Mith  hands  quite  clear  of  busi- 
ness, her  ladyship  had  only  to  get  home  and  eat 
her  dinner. 

So  was  the  perambulation  projected  and  exe- 
cuted, but  with  the  extended  kindness  of  carrying 

Gertrude, 
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Gertrude,  to  save  her  from  a  sudden  rain,  as  far  as 
that  impassable  barrier,  the  turnpike. 

The  intervening  distance,  though  not  great,  might 
have  given  Gertrude  time  to  think,  if  more  than 
one  thought  could  have  found  admission  into  her 
mind.  She  might  have  been  harassed  v\ith  many 
doubts  and  fears  of  what  an  acquaintance  with  a 
woman  so  portrayed  as  her  mother  had  been  to 
her,  might  produce;  but  all  anxiety  was  absorbed 
in  the  awful  idea  of  seeing,  at  nearly  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  a  stranger-mother. 


CHAP- 
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A  ch-eliing  avd  its  inhahitanis*  Anecdotes  of  mtfhodisnt^ 
*  Mil  mother^  Christian  kindnesa.  A  litt'le  actixity. 
JSItmuirs  of*"  my  mother  J     Hoxv  to  shake  off  a  protegee. 

She  reached  the  heap  of  Lalf-baked  bricks  and 
\^arped  timbers,  called  IJarlequin-row,  and  was 
assured  slie  had  not  mistaken  her  way,  by  a  gay 
sign  of  the  agile  personage  whose  dominions  she 
sought,  over  the  door  of  a  corner-house  inhabited 
by  a  taylor.  The  water,  sometimes  muddy  an<l 
sometiuies  soapy,  stood  in  a  little  pool  at  every 
threshold,  ready  to  find  its  way  under  the  buildings; 
and  every  sash  that  could  be  fidoctted  open,  now 
^vith  the  right  hand  and  now  with  the  left,  waS' 
propped  with  a  book,  or  a  shoe,  or  that  more 
adaptable  instrument,  a  fork.  Every  thing  pra- 
claimed  Lambeth  Marsh,  and  a  cunning, landlord; 
for  some  of  these  pie-crust  rnansion&were  not  want- 
in»  in  the  fstshionable  decorations  o^ ports  jcnttre^^ 
n;crandasy  balconies  and  tr^cillis  w&rL  *  Number 
sixteen*  was  not,  indeed,  the  sprucest  of  the  pile  ; 
but  on  such  an  errand,  there  w^s  no  choice  ;  go 
thither  Gertrude  repaired,  and  there  she  tried  for 
aduiittance. 

The  *  light  style'  of  the  building  allowed  her  to 
hear  many  voices  in  the  front-parlor,  but  it  seemed 
not  to  admit  any  sound  from  without.     She  began 

to 
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to  conclude  it  was  a  school,  and,  at  another  time, 
she  iiii<^it  perhaps  have  figured  to  herself  her  cor- 
respondent as  the  Holoternes  of  theestahlishrnent. 
But  now  she  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  get  in  ;  and 
for  this  purpose,  though  every  moment  seemed  to 
give  an  increase  of  revulsion  to  her  wish,  she  was 
obliged  to  strive. 

At  leijgth,  the  door  opened ;  and  the  parlor  secmr 
ed  to  empty  itself  of  its  contents,  into  the  entry  : — • 
at  least  half  a  score  young  people,  of  all  possible 
ages,  and  of  both  sexes,  and  in  all  the  varieties  of 
dress,  save  cleanliness,  cardie  forward,  Gertrudj2 
asked  for  ]\Ir.  Griffin. 

A  tall  thin  formal  man,  with  a  consumptive  liol- 
lowness  of  countenance,  and  a  character  of  wild- 
ncss  in  his  eyes,  now,  w  ith  no  soft  accents,  or  tem- 
perate movement,  made  his  way  through  the  croud, 
and  in  a  tone  of  artificial  civility,  begged  the  lady  to 
walk  into  the  parlor.  *  Shut  that  there  door,'  said 
a  female  voice  as  she  entered  ;  but  no  one  stirred  i 
—the  door  therefore  bore  witness  to  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  comnjand,  by  betraying  a  bed  unr 
inade,  and  all  the  most  sordid  litter  of  a  chamber. 

Gertrude  was  now  introduced  to  IMrs.  Grifiin, 
who,  suddenly  breaking  oft  her  infant's  meal,  added 
tp  the  impediments  ol  hearing,  her  *  Hush  i  hush  1 
you  little  devil !  Christ  God  !  what  am  I  to  da  with 
you  all  ?  you  plagues  1 — do  pray  set  down.  Miss— r 
Nance,  why  don't  you  move  them  stockings  oif  the 
chear  for  the  lady  r' 

Nance  moved  not.  Gertrude  to  hide  their  cqn- 
fp^iop,  said,  *  You  have  a  large  family.' — ^  Yes,* 

answered 
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answered  Mr.  Griffin,  '  all  children  of  Satan — 
poor  wretched  lost  souls  1' 

An  acquaintance  with  this  world  does  not  always 
include  in  it,  an  intimacy  with  that  region  of  despair, 
a  rank  Methodist's  mind.  We  could  give  some 
idea  of  it,  by  a  few  quotations  from  Dante,  if  the 
subject  were'  worth  the  trouble ;  but  our  scenery 
awaits  us. 

Gertrude  could  reply  to  these  expressions,  only 
by  requesting  to  know  if  she  might  see  Mrs.  Au- 
brey ;  and  one  of  the  girls  wac  ordered  to  go  up 
stairs  with  the  enquiry.  The  agitation  of  such  a 
moment  was  considerable ;  but  she  would  have 
known  it  was  premature,  could  she  have  been 
aware  that,  the  street-door  having  been  left  open, 
through  neglect  on  her  entrance,  the  messenger  had 
encountered  one  of  her  companions,  and  was  ar- 
ranging a  plan  for  getting  out  in  the  evening,  on  a 
frolic  that  promised  to  settle  the  young  lady's  repu- 
tation for  ever. 

Mr.  Griffin  began  to  talk  ;  and  Gertrude,  not  to 
seem-uncivil  and  importunate,  compelled  iierseif  to 
listen. 

She  found,  to  her  astonishment,  that  this  man 
had  quitted  a  reputable  trade,  to  become  a  con- 
ceited teacher,  that  he  was  in  high  confidenG^ 
with  persons  of  rank,  education,  -and  unimpeach- 
able integrity,  and  who,  though  professing  them- 
selves of  the  Church  of  England,  thought  it  expe« 
dient  to  disperse  over  the  country  as  preeichers  of 
the  Gospel,  as  expounders  of  texts,  and  as  advo- 
4  cates 
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catcs  of  moral  virtue,    a  set  of  men,  too  low,  in 
every  point  of  view,  for  tiny  profession  *. 


Wishing 


*  Our  tenets,  thouah  we  trust  they  arc  puivly  those  of  the 
national   church    of  this   country,   do   not  incline  us  to  feel 
hostile   towards   any  \vh(»  sincerely  and    disinterestedly  differ 
from  us  : — we  live  with,  and  we  love,  persons  of  various  religi- 
ous denominations  ;    but  against  all  subtelty  by  which  power 
is   to   be   attained — againit  all    plans   foi*  making  religion  a 
trade — against  every  attempt  to  impose    on  us   a  farrago  of 
private  tenets  as  those  of  the  church  of  England,   or  even  of 
Christianity,    we  must  ever,    if  called  on,    declare  ourselves  ; 
and  this,  not  on  any  theory  of  our  own,  or  supported  by  per- 
sonal opinion,  but  on  a  reference  to  the  Gospel,   and  the  op- 
posite  evidence  of  facts.     Amongst   the   avowed  fanatics  of 
jNIr.  Gritfin's  crazy  or  crafty  sect,    perhaps  there   are   fewer 
than  in  an}^  oilier,    who   can  claim  forbearance.     We  have  it 
for  truth,   from   a   most    respectable  authority,  that   a  poor 
wretch  applying  to   one  of  their  teachers,  with   the  humble 
Avish  to   be  put  in  the  way  of  salvation,    as  he   called  and 
thought   it,   was  answered,  '  We  can  do  nothing  for  you  till 
you  have    committed    some  crying  sin/     And   a  lady  of  the 
same  denomination,    who  rented    a   house  of  a  near  rtlaliou 
ofour's,   a  very  short   time    ago,  suggested    the  expedient  of 
making  the  receipt  for  the  half  year's  rent,  less  than  the  sum 
paid,  in  order  *o  deceive  the  tax-collectors.     We  have  heard 
of  two  fine  elegant  young  women,   in   one  family,  educated 
with   distinguishing   accomplishments,    and   who,    after   fre^ 
quenting  a  favorite  chapel,   have  persisted   in  a  course  of  re-p 
ligious    obstinacy    towards    their   parents,    and,    devoted    to 
their  blind  pastor,  have  been  seen  on  their  knees  in  the  fields, 
begging  of  the  Almighty  some  assurance  that  they  arc  of  the 
number  of  the  elect. 

A  very  sensible  friend  of  oui's  has  been  lately  disturbed 
by  the  obtruded  visits  of  a  man,  styling  himself  of  the 
church,  and  desiring  to  be  cm,plo\ed  in  the  religious  super- 
jntcjvlence  of  her  fa;nily  :    something  like  u  plea  of  poverty 

lias. 
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Wishing  to  get  rid  of  a  subject  on  which  she 
could  say  nothing  thgit  would  not  offend  either 

her 

has  procured  him  a  dollar  and  a  few  glasses  of  wine  ;  but  i(: 
has  been  pretty  evident  that,  in  other  places,  he  fared  bettei> 
KeviT  perhaps  svas  there  .a  time  when  *  sober-mindcdncfjS* 
M'as  more  requisite.  We  have  something  still  more  impor- 
tant to  say  oh  the  subject. 

]s  it  known  by  those  weak  parents  \yho  seek  for  a  '  seri- 
ous' place  of  education  for  their  daughters,  that  schools  of 
tliis  description  are  subject  to  the  visitations  of  men  coming 
under  a  very  dubious  character?  Jn  one,  to  the  east  oi  Lon- 
don, we  know  for  tact,  that  a  man  who  had  afforded  a  harbor 
to  females  responsible  to  the  law,  was  admitted  weekly  to 
instruct  the  young  ladies  by  preaching  and  prayer;  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  hi"),  dijninishcd  the  caution  of  the  lady- 
abbess  >  and  we  have  heard  froni  those  who  knew  *  the  se- 
crets of  the  prison-house,!  that  the  text  [  Greet  one  another 
with  a  hojy  kiss,'  sometimes  took  place  of  '  Pray  without 
ceasing.'  Jn  another  of  these  seminaries,  in  a  neighboring 
county,  an  itinerant  preacher  was  the  visitor.  On  the  days 
of  his  visitation,  he  dined,  said  grace  on  the  entrance  of  the 
tea-urn,  took  tea,  and  then  carried  off  the  governess  and  go- 
verned to  his  meeting  in  a  i>eighboving  alley,  where  the  girls 
\vere  edihed  |jy  this  passnge,  which  we  record  as  faithfully  as 
an  accurate  memory  can  enable  us. 

Having  advised  his  hearers  to  put  their  trust  in  God,  he 
proceeded  : 

*  Th(;  last  evening  that  I  preached  to  you,  you  remember 
after  you  departed,  there  was  a  heavy  rain.  I  set  out  to  go 
home,  putting  my  trust  in  God — you  know  how  far  ott'l  live; 
1  live  at  liotherhithe. — It  was  a  long  way  to  go  in  the  rain, 
but  I  put  my  trust  in  God  that  I  should  meet  with  something 
to  go  ■  honic  in.  I  walked  on  and  on,  and  though  wet 
through,  i  still  put  my  trust  in  God. — At  last,  still  putting 
my  trust  in  God,  a  carriage  overtook  me  :  I  put  my  trust  in 
God,  and  got  into  it ;  and  so  I  got  home  : — you  see  the  good 
that  comes  of  putting  one's  trust  in  God,* 

Thf 
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her  sincerity  or  Mr.  GritfjR,  she  enquired  into 
the  pursuits  of  his  large  family. — '  Ah !  the 
Lord   will  provide  for  them  all,  I  hope,'  said  he: 

*  we  have  a  sad  hand  on  it  just  now,  you  see;  for 
there's  eleven  of  iis  in  this  hole  of  a  house,  an^ 
all  at  home.  People  axes  me  why  I  don't  get  'em 
put;  but  what  can  I  do?  they  don't  seem  to  like 
to  do  much  :  there's  my  eldest  boy,  I  'prenticed 
him  to  a  wine-vaults,  and  he  did  not  like  it,  and 
I'm  afraid  he's  <jointy  on  badlv,  but  howsomdever 
as  he  don't  conie  to  me  for  money,  I  don't  give 
myself  much  concern.  I  trust  the  Lord  will  turn 
the  head  of  iiim  some  time  or  other :  these  girls 
here,  they  can't,  as  I  see,  do  much  ;  the  eldest, 
indeed,  we  got  out  in  service ;  but,  poor  heart ! 
she  got  into  a  troublesome  affair,  and  I  have  been 
forced  to  take  her  and  her  child  home.' 

*  Has  any  enquiry  been  made,*  said  Gertrude, 

*  whether  Mrs.  Aubrey  will  see  me?' 

Nobody  being  able  to  tell  that  any  body  had 
been  up  stairs,  Mr.  Griffin  was  proceeding  him- 
self, when,  in  the  passage,  he  was  met  by  a  client, 
wiiose  manner  of  speaking  declared  him  of  a  higher 
order ;  and  Gertrude  was  obliged  to  hear,  while 
wishing  his  departure,  such  a  conversation  as,  on 
the  stage,  would  have  been  deemed  a  most  inde- 
cent caricature  of  sectarian  jargon. 

In  despair  and  fever,  she  requested  one  of  the 
younger  children,   who  was  making  a  grenadier's" 

T\u^  finale  of  tins  preachment,  was  the  introduction  «f  a 
low  lover  of  the  canting  sect,  to  the  mislress  of  the  house, 
and  the  consequent  ruin  of  the  establishment. 

cap 
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cap  out  of  a  wood-cut  of  the  crucifixion,  to  shew  her 
the  way  up  stairs ;  and  under  her  escort,  she  reach- 
ed a  back-room  on  the  first  lioor,  wliere,  on  an 
ordinary  bed,  drest  in  wdiite,  which,  though  un- 
soiled,  bore  no  comparison  witii  the  delicacy  of 
her  skin,  lay,  in  a  fainting-fit,  perhaps  caused  by 
the  agony  of  expectation,  this  unknown  parent. 

Motionless  as  a  statue,  Gertrude  stood  for  half 
a  minute,  at  the  foot  of  the  bed.  A  few  tears,  tears 
not  indulged,  relieved  her  oppression;  and  throw- 
in'i"  off  whatever  indicated  a  recent  arrival  or  her 
being  a  stranger,  she  approached  her  mother,  and 
taking  her  hand,  tried,  by  addressing  her  by  her 
name,  and  avoidins:  whatever  could  too  much  in- 
terest  her,  to  bring  her  to  her  recollection,  lier 
efforts  producing  no  effects,  she  would  have  sent 
one  of  the  girls  to  an  apothecary's  she  had  passed 
very  near  the  end  of  her  journey;  but  the  rate  of 
motion  below  stairs  coming  into  her  mind,  she 
thought,  as  most  people  are  made  to  think  by  ex- 
perience, that  the  shortest  way  was  to  go  her- 
self :  she  lioped  she  could  prevail  on  the  young 
lady  who  had  conducted  her  to  the  room,  to  remain 
in  it,  till  her  return;  and  in  this  she  was  not  dis- 
appointed. 

A  young  man  from  the  apothecary's,,  returned 
-with  her,  and  in  a  few  minutes  she  had  the  hap- 
piness of  seeing  her  mother  open  her  eyes.  *  My 
child  F— rwere  words  uttered  without  emphasis; 
they  seemed  to  express  an  habitual  idea,  not  that 
excited  by  the  moment : — her  eyes  closed  again ; 
and  the  young  man,   who  was  not  wanting  in  at- 

tentioHj 
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tention,  or  in  tenderness,  after  some  minutes  spent 
in  the  routine  of  applications,  looking  at  Gertrude, 
said,  '  I'm  afraid  it's  all  over,  ma'am.' 

The  tension  of  Gertrude's  mind  had  left  no 
power  of  retrospect  or  prospect :  she  knew  no- 
thing but  that  she  gazed  on  her  mother,  and  that 
her  mother  v/ns  insensible  to  her  care;  and  even 
now,  she  rather  resented  than  admitted,  an  idea 
that  would  have  unnerved  her. — Bleeding  had  been 
attempted;  but  the  vital  stream  refused  to  flow, 
and,  '  What  shall  ^ve  do  next?'  was  a  question  not 
readily  to  be  answered. 

The  girl  who  had  remained  only  to  stare,  left 
the  room,  and  to  make  others  do  as  she  had  done, 
told  decidedly  that  Mrs.  Aubrey  was  dead.  Hys- 
terics seized  an  elder  sister  ;  the  next,  '  of  course,' 
took  the  hint,  and  the  confusion  and  the  malady 
were  spreading  fast,  when  good  Mr.  Griffin,  v^'ho 
on  paper  was  so  very  righteous,  settled  his  pre- 
tensions, by  coming  to  the  chamber  and  requesting, 
in  a  tone  that  spoke  him  master  of  his  house,  the 
immediate  removal  of  '  the  copse." 

The  young  man,  who  was  still  sedulously  em- 
ployed about  Mrs.  Aubrey,  looked  at  Mr.  Griffin : 
— '  Why,  sir,'  said  he,  '  you  do  not  mean  to  say'— 
*  I  mean  to  say,  sir,'  replied  the  man  of  words, 
'  as  I  can't  have  my  house  and  family  discom- 
moded with  the  dead  ;  my  wife  and  children 
wouldn't  sleep  in  the  house  with  a  copse  for  tiie 
world,  poor  hearts !  and  I  should  be  a  brute  to 
make  'em.-— Come,   sir,  it  grows  late  ;  no  words, 

if 
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if  you  please;  I'll  have  the  copse  transported 
soMic^where  else,  or  I'll ' 

Gertrude  was  petrified. — '  Sir, — JMr.  Griffin, — ' 
for  God's  sake.' 

^  Sir,  ]\Jr.  Griffin,  for  God's  sake !  I  say, 
ma'am,  do  you  be  quiet,  for  Tin  master  of  my 
o.wn  house.' 

'  Sir,  ril  pay  you  any  thing.' 

'  pay,  ma'am  ? -Well,  what  will  you  pay?' 

*  All  I  have  in  the  world,  sir.' 

-    '  Well,  ma'am,  we'll  see  what  we- ' 

*  No,  that  you  shan't,  sir,'  said  the  young  man, 
'  Ma'am,  have  the  goodness  to  stay  v\  hile  1  step 
home,  and  I'll  see  what  can  be  done  for  the  lady.' 

Mr.  Griffin  changed  sides: — ^  O!  no,  pray,  sir, 
my  dear  sir,  let  us  remember  we  are  brethren, 
all  children  of  one  common  father: — if  the  lady— - 
you  see — if  the  lady ' 

"  If  the  lady  or  the  lord,'  replied  the  young 
man :  *  I  care  not  for  your  cant !  I  knoiv  you  all. 
Depend  on  m.e,  ma'am  ;  I  ^yill  be  hpr^  again  in 
five  minutes.' 

He  left  Gertrude  scarcely  in  possession  of  her 
senses,  and  skipping  down  stairs,  was  with  her 
again,  before  she  could  be  certain  pf  what  he 
meant.  Mr.  Griffin  had  retreated.  Mrs.  Aubrey 
had  not  stirred. 

*  Now,  ma'am,'  said  the  active  young  man, 
*  our  patient  is  so  light,  that  I  can  carry  her 
safely  down  stairs.  If  you  will  trust  to  me,  and 
follow  me,  you    will  be    better   accpmmpdated ; 

only 
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only  get  her  property,  whatever  it  is,  out  of  the 
house/ 

Gertrude  had  but  to  obey  t  the  firmness  of  the 
leader  gave  courage  to  the  follower ;  but  her  mo- 
ther was,  at  the  time,  in  the  sole  possession  of  her 
thoughts ;  and  had  the  treasures  of  the  Indies 
surrounded  her,  they  would  have  been  forgotteti 
in  the  removal. 

She  followed  down  stairs,  and  saw  her  mother 
laid  on  a  sopha,  which  had  been  brought  to  the 
door  by  two  men,  who  now  took  it  up,  the  young 
man  walking  by  the  side  of  it.  She  dared  not  ask, 
*  Whither  go  ye?'  she  feared  offending  and  re- 
pelling the  charity  that  was  her  only  reliance. 

In  a  very  few  paces,  she  understood  the  plan  of 
her  new  friend :  the  sopha  stopt  at  the  door  of 
the  house  from  whicii  she  had  fetched  him,  and  the 
lady  who,  he  gave  her  to  understand,  was  his 
master's  wife,  received  the  mother  and  daughter, 
with  all  the  humanity  of  one  accustomed  to  aid  the 
distressed.  I^ilrs.  Aubrey  was  conveyed  into  an 
airy  well -furnished  bed  room,  where  she  again 
opened  her  eyes,  and  again  closed  them. 

The  master  of  the  house  now  came  in ;  and,  in 
some  measure  informed  of  the  circumstances,  he^ 
one  moment  execrated  his  neighbor  Mr.  Griffin, 
vowiniT  that  *  he  would  never  again  make  him  a 
present  of  a  receipt  in  full,  out  of  compassion,' 
and  the  next  exerted,  as  coolly  as  the  confident 
commander  of  a  man  of  war  in  time  of  action,  all 
those  powers  which  the  case  called  for :  he  rather 
roughly  recommended  it  to  Gertrude  to  quit  the 

patient ; 
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patient;  but  her  countenance  of  supplication  soften- 
ed that  which  was  hard  only  on  the  surface  ;  and 
on  condition  that  she  should  not  be  in  sight  when 
her  motlier  revived,  she  was  suffered  to  remain. 

In  half  an  hour,  Gertrude,  hi  speechless  joy, 
had  clasped  this  interesting  parent  to  her  bosom, 
and  a  flood  of  tears  had  relieved  the  oppression  of 
each  heart.  Those  who  had  contributed  to  her 
restoration,  were  so  considerate  as  to  leave  the 
room  when  they  had  offered  every  accommodation 
that  their  house  could  bestow,  and  Gertrude  wos 
at  liberty  to  speak  the  only  words  to  which  she 
could  frame  her  organs,  those  of  duty,  love,  peace, 
and  comfort,  while  her  mother's  broken  accents 
were  confessions  of  want  of  merit,  and  the  self- 
reproaches  of  delinquency. 

After  an  hour  spent  in  the  indulgence  of  feel- 
ings perhaps  the  most  deeply  interesting  that  the 
human  heart  can  sustain,  Mrs.  Aubrey  was  able  to 
make  enquiries,  as  well  as  to  answer  such  as  her 
daughter's  caution  permitted  her  to  make;  but  no 
progress  was  made  in  the  grand  question,  what  is 
to  be  done  next?  When  the  hour  of  five  was  an- 
nounced by  various  clocks,  a  nice  little  dinner, 
served  up  with  the  delicacy  suited  to  a  fastidious 
stomach,  shewed  the  kindness  and  good  order  of 
the  house  that  had  received,  and  now  protected 
them. 

But  Gertrude  could  not  long  forget  the  shackles 
of  her  situation;   and  seeing  it  impossible  to  re- 
move or  to  quit  her  mother,  before  the  next  day,  she 
got  a  note  conveyed  to  Lady  Luxmore^  respect- 
fully 
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fully  stating  the  situation  of  mind  in  which  she 
had  found  i\Irs.  Aubrey,  and  begging  leave  of  ab- 
sence till  the  following  day.  '  Very  well/  words 
often  meaning  ^  very  ill,'  was  the  reply. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  kindness  of  those  to 
whom  Gertrude  was  so  much  indebted.  Every 
want  was  silently  anticipated  ;  every  thing  was 
done  to  make  the  ladies  forget  they  were  obliged. 
It  was  little  that  they  could  say  to  each  other  that 
evening,  as  Gertrude  was  cautioned  to  prevent 
JVIrs.  Aubrey's  entering  into  distressing  details ;  but 
there  was  full  employment  for  the  mind  of  a 
daughter  so  circumstanced,  in  contributing  to  her 
parent's  comfort,  and  in  becoming  even  personally 
acquainted  with  her. 

Lady  Luxmore's  most  unfavorable  report  was 
certainly  not  verified  in  her  external.  She  was, 
at  tliis  time,  about  forty-seven  years  of  age ;  and 
the  pellucid  clearness  of  her  complexion,  the 
fading  tint  of  her  lovely  hair,  which  was  exchang- 
ing the  sunny  hue  of  the  apricot  for  silver,  a  gentle 
character  in  her  form,  which  appeared  natural  to 
so  delicate  a  frame,  all  conspired  to  render  her 
what  Gertrude,  with  delight,  ever  after  termed  her, 
the  prettiest  old  woman  in  the  world. 

But  for  any  thing  like  strong  sense,  cultivated 
mind,  useful  information,  or  judgment,  Gertrude 
supposed  she  must  look  to  her  mother  in  vain. 
She  detailed  her  life  as,  till  the  death  of  her 
husband,  a  series  of  flattering  and  mis-leading 
indulgences  :  she  had,  at  ten  years  old,  been  her 
father's  darling  and  his  pride:    she  remembered 
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sitting  on  the  knee  of  some  of  the  first  statesmen 
of  the  time,   when  the  pursuit  of  country-sports 
made  them  her  father's  guests  ;  and  she  could  re- 
peat their  expressions  of  admiration  and  fondness. 
She  had  been  told  by  every  body  of  her  beauty ; 
she  had  been  exhibited  awake  to  gentlemen,  and 
when  thought  asleep^  to  ladies ;    and  hor  charms 
had  been  considered  by  an  inconsiderate  father,  as 
rendering  unnecessary  every  attempt  to  improve 
lier  faculties.      As  it  had  been  the  family- plan  to 
dispose  of  her  greatly,  every  thing  that  a  foolish 
mother  could  fancy  would  injure  her  face  or  per- 
son,  was  avoided  :  the  hurting  her  eyes,  the  bow- 
ing her  figure,  the  expanding  her  hands  or  her 
feet,  were  reasons  against  industry  and  exercise: 
the  danger  of  mcurring  a  crease  in  her  forehead, 
was  urged  against  any  attempt  to  make  her  think; 
and  if  she  was  allowed  to  work  with  a  needle,  it 
was  on  condition  that  no  vestige  of  her  employ- 
ment  should  appear  on  her  finger.     To  get  her 
nobly  married,   was  the  point  of  sight  to  which 
every  ray  of  light  or  life  was  directed  ;  and  JVIr. 
Aubrey,  thoegh  well  connected,  would  have  stoG>d 
no  chance  of  possessing  this  casketrjewel,  had  not 
her   father   died   before  this  purpose  was  accom- 
plished,  and  left  his  widow  and  daughter  almost 
witliout  a  shilling.       In  marrying   the  one,   lsh\ 
Aubrey  of  necessity  found   a    provision    for  the 
other ;  and  as  the  deficiencies  of  tlie  daughter  w^re 
to  be  supplied  by  the  experience  of  her  parent,  he 
somehow  or  other,  bat  the  cause  was  not  within 
his  ken,  grew  poorer  every  year,  and  the  species 

of 
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af  anxiety,  vulgarly  called  *  the  guinea-fever/  per- 
haps contributed  to  the  cure  of  all  others,  by  a 
premature  death. 

In  her  husband,   Mrs.   Aubrey  had  met,    not 
exactly  the  same  errors  as  in  her  parents,   but  a 
conduct  little  better  calculated  to  improve  her :  he 
had  taken  up  an  idea  that  '  the  breath  of  Heaven* 
was  too  rough  to  visit  the  face  of  a  pretty  woman; 
and  had  not  his  bijou  been  of  a  lively  disposition, 
which  made  languor  no  enjoyment,  she  might  have 
lived  and  died  on  a  sofa  of  eider-down.     Older 
than  herself  by  some  years,  he  thought  he  could 
not  do  enough  to  atoile  for  that  which  he  should 
have  known  was,  at  her  very  early  time  of  life,  their 
only  advantage  ;  and  seeing  her,  year  after  year, 
in  grief  for  the  loss  of  her  infants,    whom  their 
grand-mama's  management  consigned  duly  to  the 
rector's  vault,   the  tenderness  of  his  nature  con- 
firmed his  errors,  and,  on  system,  he  accommodated 
himself  to    all  that  his  good  sense  shewed    him 
through  his  misty  notions,  was  wTong  in  her  :  he 
felt  that  she  had  no  powers ;  he,  therefore,  con- 
trived to  do  without  them ;   and  though  he  daily 
perceived  that  they  lived  worse  than  those  with 
half  their  income,  he  was  content,  could  he  but  see 
his  wife  happy,  and  happy  beyond  measure  him- 
self, when,  after  the  death  of  her  mother,  she  pro- 
duced a  daughter  likely  to  live  ;  but  this  blessing 
soon  brought  recollections  that  added  to  the  mala* 
dies  now  fixing  on  his  constitution  :  he  was,  thanks 
to  the  manager  of  his  purse !  much  in  debt^  and  the 
few  years  during  which  he  lived,  though  they  al- 
VOL.  IV,  u  lowed 
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lowed  him  to  satisfy  his  nice  honor  by  satisfyinj* 
the  claims  of  others,  left  his  wife  as  indigent  as  he 
had  found  her  and  her  mother. 

Listening  only  to  the  clamors  of  her  own  help- 
lessness, Mrs.  Aubrey  permitted  herself,  almost 
indecorously,  to  be  flattered  by  the  interested  pro- 
fessions of  her  husband's  curate,  who  would  have 
taken  the  young  widow,  to  secure  the  living :  by 
this  imprudent  step  having  forfeited,  perhaps,  a 
part  of  her  own  estimation,  she  had  embraced 
with  eagerness,  the  support  of  Lady  Luxmore's 
friendship ;  and  soon  beginning  to  feel  that  she 
was  dependent,  she  had  been  easily  duped  by  the 
eloquence  of  a  sharper,  who,  having  introduced 
himself  by  a  trick  known  to  all  the  world  but  Mrs, 
Aubwey,  thought  a  connection  with  the  house  in 
which  lie  saw  her,  must  be  profitable,  and  pro- 
mised her  protection  and  affluence. 

On  the  bursting  of  the  bomb  that  drove  her 
from  her  station,  Mrs.  Aubrey,  knowing  it  out  of 
her  .power  to  maintain  even  herself,  saw  the  cru- 
elty, as  well  as  impolicy,  of  removing  her  child. 
Scarcely  in  her  senses,  and  asking  nothing  but 
which  was  the  greatest  distance  she  could  reach 
in  running  away  from  the  scene  of  her  disgrace, 
she  had  got  as  far  as  Glasgow,  when,  overcome  by 
the  distress  of  her  mind,  she  w^as  forced  to  halt ; 
and  being  fortunate  in  a  lodging  she  resorted  to,  in 
the  house  of  a  widow,  whose  exemplary  daughter 
kept  a  school  in  part  of  it,  her  personal  sufferings 
and  dejection  of  mind,  her  sweet  temper,  her  re- 
fined   manners,    and    the   advantages  which  she 

seemed 
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seemed  to  bring  with  her,  attached  first  the  com- 
passion, then  the  affection,  and  next  the  interests 
of  these  good  women,  with  whom,  at  a  small  sa- 
lary, she  established  herself,  engaging,  indeed;  to 
do  more  than  she  had  yet  attempted  to  any 
purpose,  but  better  than  ever  inclined  to  try  hef 
abilities.  On  recovering  from  her  dismay,  and 
finding  she  could  live,  she  had  risked  a  few  lines 
to  Mr.  Sydenham,  earnestly  imploring  him  to  give 
her  tidings  of  her  daughter:  he  had  sent  her  a  reply 
with  a  promise  of  renewing  the  kindness  every 
half-year,  on  condition  she  would  remain  perfectly 
silent  towards  all  but  himself:  in  this  way  he  had 
always  known  her  proceedings,  and  had  been  able 
to  repeat  the  general  information  that  no  alteration 
of  any  kind,  but  in  her  improvements,  had  taken 
place  in  any  circumstance  respecting  her  daughter. 
Foreseeing,  as  he  thought,  and  was  led  to  believe 
by  the  reports  of  others,  that  Lady  Luxmore's  life 
could  not  be  a  long  one,  he  had  discouraged  every 
wish  of  Mrs.  Aubrey's  that  he  would  gratify  her 
increasing  desire  to  see  Gertrude  ;  and  it  was  now 
against  his  opinion,  and  without  his  knowledge, 
that  reckoning  she  was  of  age,  and  having  saved, 
under  the  stimulations  of  maternal  feeling,  a  sum 
amounting  to  more  than  half  of  all  she  had  earned, 
she  had  Waited  only  for  a  favorable  time  of  year, 
and  a  recent  assurance  that  Gertrude  would  be 
found  with  Lady  Luxmore,  to  risk,  once  more,  all 
her  prospects. 

Her  northern  friends,  ill  informed  of  her  motives 

and  her  views,  could  oppose  nothing  but  their  o\\\ 

u  2  attachment; 
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attachment ;  but  in  the  hope  that  she  might  be 
induced  by  circumstances  to  return  to  them,  they 
promised  her  a  re-admission  within  a  given  period, 
and  recommended  her  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Griffin, 
whom  they  had  known,  some  years  before,  as  a 
quiet,  ignorant  creature,  disposed  to  no  ill :  of 
his  election  amongst  the  disciples  of  fanaticism, 
they  were  ignorant,  as  he  had  had  no  occasion  to 
write  to  them. 

Mrs.  Aubrey,  disused  to  vicissitude,  and  har- 
rassed  by  various  emotions,  had  reached  her  ap- 
pointed abode  in  a  reduced  state  of  health  ;  and 
teazed  by  the  inefficiency  of  those  to  whom  she 
was  consigned,  her  spirits  could  not  sustain  her, 
during  the  time  of  waiting  to  see  her  daughter ; 
Lut  once  restored,  the  care  under  which  she  had 
recovered,  secured  her  from  relapse ;  and  Ger- 
trude had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  her  general 
health  was  perfectly  good,  and  that  she  was  equally 
able  and  disposed  to  join  in  any  plan  of  common 
exertion,  by  which  she  might  obtain  the  hap- 
piness of  ending  her  days  with  her  daughter,  or,  if 
she  preferred  remaining  at  Lady  Luxmore's,  near 
her. 

Gertrude's  first  business  after  breakfast,  on  the 
following  morning,  when  with  gratitude  that  her 
heart  could  scarcely  contain,  she  saw  her  mother  ail 
she  could  wish,  was  to  see,  and  if  possible  to  soothe, 
the  countess.  She  meant  to  state  the  entire  alter- 
ation in  her  mother,  and  to  express  herself  ready 
to  submit  to  any  feeling  that  might  make  a  meet- 
ing unpleasant  to  her  ladyship.     Fearing  she  might 

be 
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be  assailed  by  reproaches  of  ungrateful  desertion 
of  her  in  the  hour  of  need,  or  by  intreaties,  accom- 
panied by  tears,  she,  in  her  way,  made  up  her  mind 
to  remaining  with  the  countess,  might  she  but 
place  her  mother  in  a  situation  admitting  of  her 
seeing  her  frequently.  Mrs.  Aubrey  had  declared 
herself  perfectly  ready  for,  and  nearly  certain  of 
success  in  any  plan  of  subordinate  education  :  she 
had  learned  the  common  routine  of  such  an  em- 
ployment ;  and  in  the  hope  of  having  a  house  to 
keep,  she  had  learned  the  thrift  of  house-keepino- : 
she  had,  besides,  furnished  herself  with  every  little 
ingenious  ability  she  could  pick  up  :  nor  did  she 
shun  a  situation  still  more  dependent,  if  it  mioht, 
at  no  great  distance,  terminate  in  an  establishment 
with  her  daughter. 

All  this  occupied  Gertrude  in  her  short  walk ; 
for  she  was  still  sadly  prone  to  throw  away  her 
ruminations  on  the  future,  in  that  way  that  is  called 
castle- building ;  and  here  they  certainly  were 
thrown  away,  for  on  arriving  at  what  had  been  her 
home,  she  was  told  by  a  message  with  which  the 
house-maid  had  been  previously  armed,  that  *  her 
ladyship  had  engaged  with  Miss  Maudlin.' 

*  But  may  I  not  see  Lady  Luxmore  ?' 

*  You  can't,  Miss  :  my  lady  went  out  an  hour 
ago — I  believe  to  some  of  Miss  Maudlin  s  friends 
or  acquaintance.' 

*  What  am  I  to  do  for  my  clothes  ? 

*  O  1  to  be  sure  Miss,  you  may  come  in,  and 
take  what  you  l^ke  :  and  my  lady  says  the  rest's  to 

be 
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be  sent  to  yon  any  where ;  but  only,  as  you  see^ 
not  to  bo  troublesome.' 

Gertrude  might  have  felt  indignant ;  but  her 
feelings  had  no  power  of  settling :  she  seemed 
called  to  a  new  state  of  being : — she  had  a  mo- 


ther ! • 

Yet  she  saw  the  imprudence,  and  she  detested 
the  mean  resentment  of  hasty  proceeding. — She 
went  up  to  her  room  :  it  had  been  already  occupied, 
and  her  possessions  of  all  kinds  were  open  to  her 
successor: — to  this  confidence,  she  did  not  conceive 
herself  in  any  way  called  on  to  submit:— she, 
therefore,  begged  the  temporary  use  of  a  large 
trunk,  and  having  removed  into  it  her  unex- 
tensive  property,  and  left  the  field  for  her  rival, 
she  took  with  her  only  what  she  wanted,  and  left  a 
respectful  letter,  stating  what  she  would  have  said, 
and  with  it,  her  chearful  readiness,  at  any  time,  and 
all  times,  to  shew  her  gratitude  to  Lady  Luxmore 
in  every  way,  consisting  with  her  prior  duty  to  her 
parent :  her  residence  she  described  as,  at  present, 
uncertain ;  she  *  would  beg  to  be  admitted  to  her 
wardrobe,  when  she  could  remove  it  to  any  fixed 
abode.' 

*  J  sh;^ll  be  recalled,'  thought  she ;  *  Lady  Lux- 
more  cannot  long  endure  her  new  favorite  :  she 
knows  her;  she  despises  her  ;  I  have  heard  her  say 
that  of  her,  which,  even  with  all  her  antipathies, 
she  has  t^ver,  I  believe,  said  of  me  : — I  will  try  to 
keep  my  mind  prepared  for  any  thing :  farewell 
house  of  no  attachments  since  Mr.  Sterlinsi's  death  : 

farewell 
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farewell  dear  melancholy  library  ! — O !  if  I  could 
but  transplant  thee ! — but  I  must  not  think  for 
myself.     I  have  a  mother  now  to  think  for — yes, 

my  mother ! She  took  leave  of  the  servants, 

repeated  her  message  of  respect  to  the  countess,  as 
she  stood  on  the  outside  of  the  threshold  ;  and  thus, 
and  at  this  moment,  ended  the  countess  of  Lux- 
more's  protection  of  Gertrude  Aubrey, 


CHAP* 
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A  dashing.  Hospitality.  The  successor,  A  plan  of  useful 
exertion.  An  event  that  might  have  bcenfuresttrt.  An  op" 
fortune  offer.     Choice  in  society, 

'Tis  a  sad  thing  that  they  will  Avater  the  streets  of 
London ! — really,  if  one  is  drest  ever  so  neatly,  and 
only  going  to  the  next  door,  one  is  often  dashed 
from  head  to  foot  by  it.  A  fear  of  this  kind  made 
Gertrude  start  in  quitting  the  steps  of  her  quondam 
habitation,  when  a  chariot,  with  mourning  sym- 
bols, drove  close  to  the  pavement,  and  the  horse's 
foot  struck  fire  from  a  stone  in  contact  with  a  pud- 
dle. Yet  it  is  not  always  a  bad  thing  that  they 
will  M  ater  the  streets  of  London ;  for  if  it  never 
had  been  done,  perhaps  Gertrude  might  not  have 
seen  Miss  Le  Sage,  who,  not  content  with  her 
reply  the  day  before,  came,  for  her  own  satisfac- 
tion, to  make  an  early  call  on  the  countess. 

Caught  on  the  pavement,  with  a  little  i^arcel^ 
wrapt  in  a  white  handkerchief,  in  her  hand  ;  turned 
out  of  the  house  she  had  called  her  home  with 
scarcely  the  ceremony  of  a  dismist  servant,  Ger- 
trude was  seated  in  Miss  Le  Sage's  carriage  before 
she  could  recover  her  confusion. 

*  Whither  are  you  going  ?  said  Miss  Le  Sage^ 
taking  heriiand.     *  1  will  carry  you  any  where.' 

'  Will 
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■^  Will  you  order  your  men  towards  Westminster 
bridge, — and  I  will  tell  you,'  answered  shakin<y 
Gertrude. 

The  distance  was  sufficient  to  inform  one  so 
open  to  every  sensation  of  humanity.  Miss  Le 
Sage  made  a  kind  and  respectful  visit  to  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, whom  Gertrude  introduced  with  pride  and 
delight.  When  she  said  *  My  mother ;' — and,  in- 
deed, she  was  not  sparing  of  the  term — she  seemed 
promoted  in  society;  but  she  erred  in  the  hearing 
of  one  not  inclined  to  comment,  and  on  whose 
mind,  the  sound  produced  not  a  fresh  wound,  but 
the  balm  that  tended  to  heal  that  so  recently 
made. 

Accustomed  to  decide  and  to  act,  and  almost  as 
unlimited  in  her  powers  as  in  her  wishes  to  do 
good.  Miss  Le  Sage  waited  on  the  convenience  of 
those  whom  she  delighted  herself  in  serving ;  and 
bounding  the  business  of  the  morning  by  this  visit, 
omitting  all  polite  invitations,  general  expre&sioiiSy 
and  distant  hopes,  saw  IVIrs.  Aubrey  and  her  daugh- 
ter into  her  carriage,  and,  in  less  than  an  hour,  set- 
tled in  her  house  as  their  home,  for  as  long  a  term 
as  their  plans,  or  her  power  to  render  it  preferable, 
should  admit  of. — A  servaiU  was  sent  in  the  even- 
ing to  Lady  Luxmore's  with  an  intimation  of  this 
remove;  and  having  given  her  ladyship  a  few  days 
for  contemplation,  the  last  favor  Gertrude  could 
hope  to  receive' from  her,  reached  her  in  the  form 
of  a  permit  *  to  clear  away  her  things'  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  between  two  and  four,  when  she  should 
be  from  home.     The  terms  were  adhered  to ;  and 

Gertrude 


293  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GtRTRUDE. 

Gertrude  ceased  to  expect  the  recall  with  whiclt 
she  had  soothed  her  first  rising  feelings. 

Her  successor  was  one  of  the  ^  eleven  thousand 
virgins'  who  are  not  a  degree  the  less  ignorant,  for 
having  had  a  fortune  bestowed  on  their  education. 
At  school,  from  four  to  eighteen,  it  was  impossible 
to  specify  any  thing  she  could  do,  excepting  the 
putting  on  her  clothes,  in  doing  which,  she  afford- 
ed the  vicissitudes  of  being  too  slatternly  to  be  seen, 

and  too  fine  not  to  be  seen. O!  might  we  but 

draw  from  the  life,  the  family  of  which  she  was  a 
daushter! — Gentle  reader!  couldst  thou  but  know 
the  fences  we  are  forced  to  place  against  our  eyes 
and  ears  in  this  advanced  period  of  our  history, 
thou  wouldst  say  with  us,  that,  with  a  world  so  fer- 
tile, to  write  fiction  is  to  import  corn  into  Sicily. — 
To  return  to  J\liss  Maudlin  :  she  was  now  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  with  high  notions,  and  one  thou- 
sand pounds  three  per  cents  to  support  them.  To 
be  married  was  still  her  resolution,  and  to  find 
some  one  who  would  approve  the  said  resolution, 
was  the  end  of  her  incessant  decoration.  She  af- 
fected to  dream  of  every  gentlemen  she  saw,  and 
pleaded  guilty  to  a  host  of  '  attachments,'  of  which 
no  one  had  accused  or  suspected  her.  Fine  days 
she  passed  in  the  streets,  and  bad  days  in  looking 
into  them ;  and  with  the  same  foundation  for  hope 
as  makes  losers  claim  the  winning  chairs,  she 
bad  spent  the  last  six  months  in  one  of  those  intro- 
duction-houses, where  two  or  three  guineas  per 
week  is  the  insurance  paid  for  landing  an  unsale- 
able cargo  on  the  coast  of  matrimony. 

Gertrude 
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Gertrude  was  no  stranger  to  the  lady,  nor  had 
it  escaped  her  that  Lady  Luxrnore's  partiality  for 
inanities,  had  their  deepest  foundation  in  the  jea- 
lousy pretensions  might  excite;  but  the  pains  taken 
had  never  cost  her  against  whom  they  were  excited, 
any  deeper  reflection  than  '  How  happy  it  is  for 
those  who  have  no  recommendation,  that  there  are 
persons  to  whom  that  very  circumstance  recom- 
mends them  more  strongly  than  the  most  power- 
ful !' 

An  undefined  fear  that  Lord  Luxmpre  should 
hear  of  the  countess's  dismission  of  her,  and  pursue, 
with  exuberant  kindness,  the  victim  of  caprice,  was 
heightened  by  the  doubt  she  could  not  but  enter- 
tain of  her  mother's  prudence  in  trying,  circum- 
stances. She  was  therefore  earnest  in  forming  a 
plan  for  their  future  subsistence ;  but  to  this  she 
found  an  obstacle  in  Mrs.  Le  Sage's  generosity, 
which  made  her  offer  every  inducement,  on  condi- 
tion she  would  consider  herself  only  as  exchanging 
her  patroness. 

But  in  this,  Gertrude  could  not  acquiesce  :  she 
could  have  no  fear  of  finding  any  resemblance  be- 
tween the  protection  withdrawn,  and  that  now  of- 
fered ;  but  a  life  of  unmerited  ease  appeared  to 
her  too  flattering  to  be  lasting;  and  her  anxiety 
would  have  been  intolerable  in  a  connection  where 
the  least  imprudence  on  Mrs.  Aubrey's  part,  might 
be  fatal  to  all  their  prospects.  She  preferred  a  si- 
tuation where  nobody  but  herself,  could  suffer  by 
what  she  might  discover  in  her  still  aiinable  mo- 
ther . 
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ther ;  and  recollecting  all  the  precepts  of  Mr* 
Sterling  and  Mr.  Sydenbam,  to  work  for  her  living 
was  her  choice. 

Having  decided  on  this  point,  the  species  of  la* 
bor  she  should  adopt,  was  her  next  consideration  ; 
and  none  presented  itself  so  strongly  to  her  ac- 
ceptance as  that  of  rearing,  in  habits  of  religion, 
virtue,  and  usefulness,  a  few  of  her  own  sex.  She 
had  ideas  of  her  own  on  the  subject ;  and  feeling 
herself  to  have  been  trained  much  more  fitly  for 
the  vicissitudes  of  life,  than  the  young  women  who 
in  general  had  come  under  her  notice,  she  began 
to  feel  what  had  never  yet  consoled  her,  some  lit- 
tle confidence  in  herself,  and  on  her  ow^n  experi- 
ment became  daily  more  confirmed  in  her  opinion, 
that,  as  she  had  acquired  what  she  possessed,  more 
by  trying  to  do  what  she  saw  done,  than  by  being 
taught,  a  plan  in  which  she  might  excite  by  exam- 
ple, and  warn  by  her  own  experience,  and  stimu- 
late by  her  own  success,  might  meet  with  encou- 
ragement, and  produce  good  effects,  at  a  period 
when  false  indulgences  are  certainly  not  less  noxi- 
ous to  the  mind  than  heretofore. 

Having  talked  the  measure  into  something  like 
shape  and  feature,  with  Miss  Le  Sage,  who,  see- 
ing her  motives,  now  ^ave  her  every  encourage- 
ment, her  next  business  was  to  write,  under  an 
injunction  to  strict  secrecy,  to  Mr.  Sydenham; 
and  she  could  scarcely  expect  his  reply,  when 
a  letter  was  sent  to  her  from  Lady  Lux- 
more's :— the  /ootman  was  ordered  to  wait, — 
not  to  enouire  after  the  health  of  the  ladies, — but 

to 
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to  receive  the  postage.  She  returned  it  duly  in 
white  paper  with  acknowledgments,  and  then  read 
her  letter,  which  was  trom  INIrs.  Brett,  and  in  these 
terms  : 

*  My  dear  young  friend, 

*  A  letter  for  my  brother  is  just 
brought  into  the  room,  which  the  hand-wnting  tells 
me  is  your's ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  if  I  have  any 
doubt,  it  is  occasioned  by  a  difference  from  your 
usual  writing,  which  my  fears  construe  into  illness 
of  body  or  mind.  I  do  not  chuse  to  open  the  let- 
ter :  'tis  against  those  rules  we  adhere  to :  do, 
therefore,  write  again  to  7?ie,  and  tell  me  even  what 
I  fear  to  hear.  I  shall  be  easier  than  in  my  pre- 
sent suspense. 

*  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  the  bearer  of  news  in  men- 
tioning the  distress  occasioned  by  Lady  Portargis's 
affair.  My  brother  set  ofi*  with  Lord  Luxmore 
yesterday  for  L^eland  :  I  understand  Reynardsori 
was  not  to  be  found  when  Lord  Portargis  wrote; 
I  hope  he  will  keep  out  of  the  way.  Her  ladyship 
is  very  violent :  she  ha^s  written  a  letter  to  her  hus- 
band, in  which  she  justifies  herself,  on  the  shallow 
plea  of  his  indifference,  and  lays  the  blame  of  her 
marrying  him,  on  the  persuasions  of  her  sister. 
This  can  do  nothing  for  her  cause,  as  1  should  ima- 
gine her  fair  chace  of  his  lordship,  and  her  deter- 
mination to  have  him,  at  all  adventures,  are  pretty 
notorious.  Sir  Philip  Lorimer  is  either  in  confine- 
ment or  hidinof  himself  from  his  creditors  :  he  is  to 
be  gazetted — a  circumstance  that  makes  me  de- 

■*  votitly 
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voutly  wish  some  discrimination  could  be  made  in 
such  cases,  between  persons  of  worth  whom  mis- 
fortune seeks,  and  knaves  and  fools  who  seek  mis- 
fortune. Poor  Lady  Waveney  has  sorrow  in 
abundance  in  her  latter  days !  but  I  understand 
her  conduct  as  a  mother  has  been  so  very  weak, 
that  the  effect  is  not  surprising.  On  this  sub- 
ject, indeed,  I  ought  to  be  silent,  though,  1  trust, 
viy  grievous  disappointment  was  rather  one  of  those 
chastisements  of  pride,  which  are  ordained  to  teach 
us,  that  '  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift  or  the  battle 
to  the  strong,'  than  the  consequence  of  want  of 
care  on  my  pa^rt.  I  feel  comforted  that  my  daugh- 
ter has  certainly  acquitted  herself  with  great  merit 
in  the  trying  situation  to  which  her  mad  folly  re- 
duced her;  her  husband  is  sobering  down ;  and  I 
hope  to  see  them  soon  out  of  all  difficulties.  I  am 
sure  Basil  would  himself  forgive  the  anxiety  a  mo- 
ther must  feel  for  her  happiness ;  and  if  he  knew 
how  honestly  indignant  I  have  been  for  him,  he 
would  acquit  me  of  any  desertion  of  his  interests. 
His  last  letters  are  more  chearing ;  and  it  appears 
not  improbable  that  he  may  soon  be  in  England. 
I  shall  let  him  be  as  angry  as  he  pleases  with  my 
daughter,  if  his  anger  is  necessary  to  give  him 
spirits  ^o  return  to  us.  I  know  not  my  brother's 
reasons ;  but  he  seems  to  have  lost,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, his  v»dsh  for  his  return. 

'  Knowing  your  habitual  prudence,   I  am  not 

cautious  in  what  I  say  to  you.     You  wjll  act  as 

you  think  good  in  communicating  any  part  of  this 

to  Lady  Lux  more,  or  suppressing  it  wholly.     Her 

^  ladyship 
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ladyship  has  my  best  wishes^  which  I  intrust  you 
to  offer  with  propriety. 

'  My  brother's  stay  in  Ireland,  I  hope,  will  not 
be  long  enough  to  admit  of  your  letter  reaching 
him;  therefore  I  shall  not  forward  it.  Write  to 
me  immediately,  and  tell  me  every  thing  tliat  inte- 
rests you. 

*  Tour's  most  sincerely, 

'    M.   BliETT.' 

The  communication  contained  in  this  letter,  more 
effectually  paralysed  the  faculties  of  Gertrude  than 
any  thing  which  could  have  befallen  herself  Not 
to  feel  for  Portargis,  however  little  he  claimed  her 
sympathy,  would  have  been  to  renounce  lier  nature^ 
She  was  thankful  for  her  removal,  which  spared 
her  the  pain  of  divulging  this  misfortune  to  Lady 
Luxmore.  Her  attention  was  now  entirely  with- 
drawn from  her  own  concerns;  and  she  had  com- 
fort in  being  with  Miss  Le  Sage,  who  could  make 
large  allowances  for  the  weakness  of  her  fellow- 
creatures,  and  who  having  witnessed  what  might 
rather  be  called  the  coiu^sing  than  the  courti'Ug  at 
Brighton,  was  prepared  to  speak  on  the  subject  of 
the  event. 

Gertrude  w^as  awakened  from  the  torpor  suc- 
ceeding this  shock,  which  had  admitted  of  nothing 
but  a  short  letter  to  Mrs.  Brett,  by  the  unexpected 
pleasure  of  a  visit  from  J\Ir.  Mudd,  who,  in  the 
language  of  plain  good  sense,  almost  congratulated 
her  on  experiencing  a  little  of  that  vicissitude  which 
serves  to  bring  out,  in  their  turn,  the  ac  ive  j^owers 

of 
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of  tbe  mind :  he  entered  into  her  little  narrative 
with  interest,  and  rejoiced  in  her  having  regained 
her  parent :  he  approved  her  design,  and  offered 
her  every  assistance  that  eould  forward  it:  he  told 
her  of  a  house  within  sight  of  his,  on  which  he  had 
been  bestowing  some  pains,  in  the  agreeable  pros- 
pect of  dear  Lady  Elma's  return,  and  for  whom  it 
was  now  rendered  unfit,  by  a  happy  revolution  in 
her  circumstances:  that  relation  of  her  family  to 
whom  her  father's  title  and  the  estates  belonging  to 
it,  had  passed,  was  childless ;  and  as  the  title  must,  at 
his  death,  be  extinct,  he  meant  to  make  her  his  heir, 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  support  her  in  a  situation 
becoming  her  expectations.  She  had  recently  ob- 
tained her  liberty,  and  was  alnK)st  daily  expected 
in  England.  This  house  was  now  at  liberty,  and 
nothing  was  omitted  that  friendship  and  kindness 
could  urge  to  induce  Gertrude  to  become  the 
neighbor  of  those  from  whom  she  knew  she  might 
expect  every  act  of  warm  friendship. 

A  dwelling  which  was  not  too  expensive  for 
Lady  Elm  a,  when  obliged  to  be  frugal,  she  could 
not  suppose  too  expensive  for  her;  and  she  decided 
on  accepting  it.  Mr.  Mudd  added  to  his  offer, 
that  of  '  any  number'  of  his  younger  girls,  to  begin 
with,  and  credit  on  his  banker  to  any  amount. 

Had  Gertrude  had  no  one  but  herself  to  care 
for,  she  might,  in  the  present  occupation  of  her 
mind,  have  been  less  sensible  than  was  just,  to  this 
new  encouragement;  but  where  her  mother  was 
concerned,  nothing  could  prevent  her  acute  feeling 
of  every  increase  in  her  power  to  render  her  happy ; 

and 
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and  she  exerted  her  reason  to  shake  off  tt&  much  as 
could  be  dismissed,  of  her  anxiety  for  Portargis, 
who  seemed  now  to  have  uo  more  prospect  of 
>forldly  happiness  than  his  fathers  outset  in  life 
had  exhibited,  and  the  event  had  verified.  She 
knew  so  little  of  ti>ci  *  course  of  business'  on  such 
occasions,  that  she  considered  the  viscount  more 
as  a  swan  deprived  of  its  mate,  than  as  a  fashion- 
able man  of  honor  whom  the  verdict  of  a  jury  was 
to  recompence,  and  the  act  of  the  legislature  was  to 
set  free  again.  One  idea  this  ignorance  kept  out 
of  her  head — she  was  so  stupified  as  not  to  perceive 
that  she  might  yet,  and  in  a  very  short  time,  be  re- 
instated in  the  atfections  of  the  viscount,  and  reco- 
ver her  chance  for  entering  the  world  as  Lady 
Viscountess  Portargis.  What  fortitude  would  have 
been  requisite  to  resist  this  temptation,  we  leave 
those  best  acquainted  with  Gertrude  Aubrey  to 
guess.  There  was  something  in  Mrs.  Brett's  let- 
ter— not  of  any  very  apparent  importance — which 
was  much  more  hostile  to  the  recollection  of  this 
chancQ,  and  also  to  the  firm  prosecution  of  her 
more  laudable  designs. 

While  she  was  thus  occupied  and  employed, 
IVIiss  Le  Sage  was  active  in  her  service.  '  I  have 
endeavored,'  said  she,  *  ever  since  I  have  known 
the  world,  to  avoid  being,  in  any  way,  a  burthen  to 
it.  The  goodness  of  Providence  has  rendered  it 
needless  for  me  to  ask  favors  for  myself;  and  I 
have  always  found  it  a  readier  way,  in  the  affairs  of 
others,  to  employ  my  own  exertions,  than  to  levy 
contributions    on  my  friends :  I  dread  making  mj 

VOL.  IV.  X  visits 
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visits  dreaded,  therefore  I  am  no  fashionable  beg=-  ^^; 
gar;  aiid  as  in  those  duties  of  society  that  cannot  ^ 
be  .performed  alone,  I  hav^ebeen  very  very  cautious 
in  recommending,  t  find  an  alacrity  to  join  me,  in 
those  to  whom  1  address  myself.  It  has  always 
appeared  to  me  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 
preserve  our  estimation  eiitire  for  the  service  of 
others;  and  having  taken  this  care,  you  will,  I 
trust,  find  me  able  to  assist  you.' 

Miss  Le  Sao-e  had  not  said  too  much  of  herself. 
Gertrude  had  never  seen  any  one  living  with  the 
advantages  she  possessed;  nor  had  any  thing,  in  the 
experience  Lady  Luxmore's  acquaintance  afforded, 
given  her  so  pleasant  an  idea  of  the  manner  in 
which  an  English  lady,  neither  young,  nor  married, 
nor  handsome,  nor  professing  herself  '  a  woman 
of  talent,'  might  live,  and  be  beloved  and  respected, 
by  all  around  her.  *  It  requires  a  little  care  in 
the  outset,'  said  I\iiss  Le  Sage :  '  those  who  have 
not  been  select  in  their  connections,  when  first 
forming  them,  can  seldom  recover  themselves :  if 
my  dear  mother  and  I  had  ever  been  careless  in 
this  point,  I  should  find  it  very  difficult  now  to 
give  notice  that  I  mean  to  keep  none  but  '  honest 
company ;'  but  as  we  never  did  keep  any  other,  the 
matter  is  understood,  though  I  assure  you  it  re- 
quired a  constant  vigilance ;  and  if  ever  you  live 
much  in  the  world,  you  will  feel  that  the  more  nice 
you  are  in  your  society,  the  more  attacks  will  be 
made  on  you.  I/liave  been  sometimes  very  hard" 
run  on  the  subject ;  but  I  am  invincible:  there  are 
many  whose  conversation  would  embellish  my  ta- 

.        ble, 
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ble,  and  whose  attention  might  flatter  niy  vanity; 
mtd  it  requires  a  little  selt-denial  in  one,  open,  a^s  1 
ana,  to  the  fascination  of  brilliant  endowments,  to 
resist  the  temptations  they  offer ;  but  if  they  are 
possessed  by  bad  people,  I  would  rather  sit  down 
with  my  tenants  and  their  wives,  and  talk  on  brew- 
ing and  baking,  than  I  would  associate  with  them. 
And  as  to  those  who  have  nothing  but  style  and 
fashion,  and  reception  in  the  great  world,  to  couUr 
terbalance  their  wickedness,  I  can  pity  their  folly 
and  their  madness  ;  but  God  defend  me  from  their 
society !  What  pleasure  or  v»/hat  credit  should  I 
get  by  being  one  of  the  multitude  at  Mrs.  Gamble- 
ton's  assemblies,  which  were  so  much  in  request 
last  winter,  and  are  to  outdo  themselves  next  sea^ 
son?  The  woman  returns  her  income  fourscore 
pounds  a-year,  and  lives  in  a  house  of  a  rent  four 
times  that  sum  :— she  has  contrived,  nobody  knows 
how  to  make  herself  the  fashion  :  the  first  people  ia 
the  kingdom  are  at  her  parties  ;  and  1  understand, 
from  good  authority,  that  fathers  of  fortune  in  the 
country,  send  their  sons  to  her  to  be  fashioned,  and 
that  booby  'squires  come  to  her,  as  to  an  academy 
for  grown  gentlemen,  to  get  rid  of  their  sheepish- 
ness,  and  to  learn  the  manners  of  the  world  :  she 
has  a  parcel  of  pretty  daughters  who  are  dispersed 
about  her  rooms — one  sings — one  play^  the  harp — 
others  are  stuck  about  the  card  tables;  and  as  a 
friend  of  mine  said  very  truly,  the  young  rnen  wlio 
learn  whist  there,  must  be  unlike  all  others,  if  they 
mind  their  game,  with  such  partners  or  opponents. 
— Such  a  woman  may  be  regarded  as  the  keeper  of 

K  '^  a  hotel. 
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a  hotel,  but  never  as  the  mistress  of  a  respectable 
house  : — and  the  nice  distinction,  which  is  gaining 
ground,  between  those  whom  we  admit  to  our  as- 
semblies, and  those  whom  we  admit  in  private,  is 
a  mere  pretence.  I  know  not  indeed  whether  it 
Would  not  be  safer  to  see  the  >vorst  people  in  pri- 
vate— it  would  prevent  the  contagion  of  example  ; 
— if  we  associate  at  all  with  them,  it  is  impossible 
to  say  what  use  they  will  make  of  the  privilege ;  and 
it  is  one  I  will  never  grant,  but  wath  my  good  opi- 
nion of  the  party. — I  may  be  deceived ;  but  I  will 
never  deceive  or  degrade  myself.' 

The  consequence  of  an  adherence  to  principles 
like  these,  was  that  Gertrude  Saw  at  Miss  Le 
Sage's,  the  best  people,  and  in  the  most  advantage- 
ous point  of  view;  for  though  she  was  beloved  too 
much  to  be  violently  feared,  she  was  too  much  re- 
spected to  leave  any  body  a  temptation  to  ^  be- 
have their  worst.'  In  that  way,  which  is  so  easy 
to  those  who  have  laid  a  good  foundation,  and 
whose  active  powers  are  not  benumbed  by  some 
evil  opiate,  she  introduced  Gertrude  to  the  att€^n- 
tion  and  regard  of  her  most  valuable  friends,  and 
sparing  her  every  painful  kindness^  she  had  nega^ 
ciated,  without  her  participation,  to  an  extent  that 
might  be  depended  on,  for  nearly  filling  her  hoube 
on  the  day  when  she  should  be  ready  to  open  it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXIV. 


Fortkitch  hi  calamity,  A  visit  to  kind  friends.  A  bargain. 
Sensible  arrangements.  A  catastrophe.  Sources  of  consola- 
tion.    A  jojiful  meeting. 

Good  was  beginning  to  preponderate  against  evil, 
and  Gertrude  was  enjoying  a  little  self-complacency 
in  the  control  her  incessant  occupation  allowed  her 
to  gain  over  the  recoiling  disposition  of  her 
thoughts,  when  a  visit  from  Lord  Luxmore  and  IVlr. 
Sydenham  surprised  her.  They  had  reached  Lon- 
don only  the  day  before,  and  were  equally  puzzled 
at  findinfj  her  removed  :  their  call  on  the  countess 
had  been  made  when  she  was  from  home  or  denied, 
tlierefore  it  was  only  from  the  servants,  that  they 
had  learnt  it.  The  earl  appeared  inclined  to  resent 
her  not  apprising  him  of  it ;  but  he  was  soon  con- 
vinced of  her  innocence.  He  began  to  tell  of  hjs 
son's  '  distress  ;'  but  as  often  as  he  made  the  at- 
tempt, he  relapsed  into  enquiries  about  Gertrude's 
proceedings  and  views ;  and  the  interests  seemed  so 
nearly  balanced,  that,  in  his  expressions,  it  was  not 
always  easy  to  discover  which  of  the  parties  was 
the  object  of  his  commiseration  and  solicitude. 
When  he  spoke  on  the  subject  of  Gertrude's  pro- 
jected scheme,  it  was  with  a  feeling  of  disapproba- 
tion, similar  to  that  with  which  he  referred  to  the  ill- 
condqct  of  his  daughter-in-law  j  and  perhaps  though 

neitlier 
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neither  the  characters  nor  motives  of  the  ladies 
could  be  brought  into  comparison,  it  might  have 
proved  equally  a  work  of  labor  to  bring  either  of 
the  m  to  a  state  of  repefttartce. 

Lord  Portargis,  she  learnt,  was  in  Dublin,  clear- 
ing the  ground  for  the  prosecution  of  his  claim  to  a 
divorce ;  she  asked  with  anxiety,  after  the  state  of 
his  spirits  :  Lord  Luxmore  replied,  *  Why  they  are 
as  good,  I  think,  as  we  have  any  right  to  expect.' 
An  appealing  look  to  Mr.  Sydenham),  gave  him 
permission  to  say,  that  h^  must  confess  he  had  ne- 
ver seen  him  gayer.  '  Why/  said  the  €arl,  *  the 
thing  is  indeed  so  Common  now  V 

Biat  we  must  ck)  justice,  and  confess  that  tbougU 
ij^ipd  Luxn^re  had  undoubtedly  many  things,  and 
some  of  them  weighty,  just  now  on  his  mind,  no 
one  of  them,  nor  all  together,  nor  even  Gertrude's 
<:)bstinacy  in  persevering  against  his  expressions  of 
disapprobation,  abated  his  energy- in  offering  his 
Services.  If  she  was  not  to  be  dissuaded  from  do- 
injr  rio:ht,  he  would  assist  her  endeavors :— a  house 
in  London,  or  at  Luxmore,  and  an  income  which 
it  should  %Qt  'be  in  hi^  power  to  revoke,  and  her 
friend  Mr.  Sydenham  for  her  trustee,  were  offers 
made,  first  on  condition  that  she  would  '  preserve 
her  independence'  and  afterwards,  in  connection 
w  ith  her  laudable  intentions. 

'To  accept  mid  be  grateful,  is  sometimes  easier 
than  to  reftise  and  ^eetn  so;  but  his  lordship  kiiew 
Gertrude  Aubrey ;  and  as  Air.  Sydenham  had, 
through  the  whole  course  Of  the  conversation,  given 
his  voice  decidedly  in  faVor  of  her  plan,  and  ad- 
vised 
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vised  her  availing  herself  of  J\lr.  Mudd's  friendship, 
she  had  a  better  reason  than  her  own  will,  for  being 
firm. 

Very  little  ha?d  been  said  about  'Lady  Luxmore, 
and  not  a  word  of  Basil  Sydenham.  It  was  to  be 
supposed  his  father's  politeness  would  not  suffer 
him  to  mention  his  own  affairs  :  the  supposition, 
however,  must  have  arisen,  like  many  of  Gertrude's 
ideas,  out  of  her  imioremce  ;  for  she  mi^ht  have 
learned  from  INIre.  Standard,  if  she  had  had  sense 
enough  to  take  a  lesson,  that  it  is  very  polite  to  call 
on  a  friend  w^ho  has  just  lost  an  only  daughter,  and 
to  detail  the  delight  of  her  darling  Fanny  Standard 
at  Bath,  and  just  on  the  eve  of  her  first  ball.  '  You 
can  easily  judge,  my  dear  Mrs.  Childless,'  said  the 
agreeable  and  sensitive  ]\irs.  Standard,  '  what  it 
must  be  to  a  girl  of  eighteen,  to  have  such  a  plea- 
sure in  \\e\Vj  and  what  a  mother  must  feel  for  herl 
I  shall  loner  for  her  next  letter  to  tell  me  how  it 
went  off.' 

But  be  the  cause  of  Mr.  Sydenham's  silence  on 
his  son's  expected  return,  which  had  now  actually 
taken  place,  wdiat  it  might,  certain  it  is,  that  he 
was  not  mentioned  by  cither  of  her  visitors  ;  and 
curious  as  Gertrude  was  on  the  subject,  somehow 
or  other  she  did  not  name  him. 

She  had,  by  Miss  Le  Sage's  indulgent  delicacy, 
been  permitted  to  receive  this  visit  alone;  and  now 
requesting  Lord  Luxmore  to  let  her  know  how  the 
countess  bore  the  disagreeable  tidings,  and  to  offer 
her  every  service  in  her  power,  and  charging  Mr. 
Sydenham,  who  was  returning  to  Luxmore,  with 

aifectionate 
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affectionate  messages  to  Mrs.  Brett,  she  received 
their  kind  adieus,  and  next  turned  her  thoughts  to- 
•wards  the  business  of  the  following  morning,  a 
journey  into  Sussex,  to  visit  her  friends,  INIr.  and 
Mrs.  Mudd,  and  to  judge  of  the  mansion  proposed 
to  her. 

Miss  Le  S^ge  had  very  much  urged  ]\Irs.  Au- 
brey's remainifig  with  her,  wl^ile  her  daughter  went 
on  this  business;    but  Gertrude  could  not  prevail 
on  herself  to  be  separated  from  her  mother,  whose 
sweetness  of  temper  and  gentle  disposition  would 
have  attached  her,  even  if  a  stranger.     If  she  was 
absent  from  her  oqly  an  hour,  she  felt  anxious ;  and 
her  first  enquiry  on  entering  the  house,  if  her  mo- 
ther was  not  wjth  her,  was  as  to  her  safety.     *  The 
pride  of  a  mother,'  said  Gertrude,  '  in  sitting  oif 
to  advantage,  and  exhibiting  to  view  a  lovely  baby, 
every  one  can  understapd  and  feel ;  but  my  delight 
and  vanity  about  my  mother,  seem  feelings  made 
for  me  alone : — I  shall  never  forgive  Aaron  Hill  for 
ridiculing  Pope's  love  for  his  mother.     I  say  seri- 
ously, what  he  said  ironically.  *  O  !  what  a  delight- 
ful thing  it  is  to  have  a  niother !' ' 

Arriving  at  Mr.  Mudd's  domain,  they  were  met 
by  the  family  with  a  cordiality  that  left  no  doubt 
of  their  satisfaction.  If  Gertrude  perceived  any 
difference  towards  herself,  it  was  in  an  addition  of 
respect :  that  which  Mrs.  Aubrey  received,  the  de- 
lighted mother  attributed  to  the  previous  good-will 
her  daughter  had  insured. 

Diligence,  which  none  but  an  active  mind  can 
command,  had  put  the  hoiise  in  a  state  pf  forward- 
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ncss,  that  shewed  how  suitable  it  was  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  destined,  and  left  no  appre- 
teision  but  of  its  claim  to  a  laroer  rent  than  that 
for  which  Gertrude  had  made  her  estimate.  *  Had 
\4)uiU  you  a  house,'  said  Mr.  Mudd,  *I  would 
listen  to  you  ;  but  this  is  literally  made  out  of  a 
good  brick- bam,  a  most  unsightly  thing,  yet  not 
worthless  enough  to  be  thrown  away.  l]y  whiten- 
ing it,  and  cutting  windows  in  it,  I  have  made  it,  at 
a  small  ex  pence,  a  pretty  object ;  and  as  1  looked 
for  nothing  more  than  a  good  neighbor  in  it,  any 
rent  that  I  allow  you  to  pay,  is  a  favor  granted 
you.  By  the  beginning  of  October  it  shall  be 
ready  to  receive  yo'j.' 

A  week  spent  with  these  truly  good  people,  passed 
agreeably  and  profitably  to  Gertrude,   and  intro- 
duced  Mrs.    Aubrey,    in   a  way  that  made   her 
almost  impatient   for   their  final  settlement  near 
them.     Miss  Le  Sage  was  informed  of  their  ap- 
probation of  the  house,   and  the  ease  with  which 
they  might  now  very  soon  take  possession  of  it :  sfie 
could  not  object ;  but  by  many  rational  arguments 
and  an  endeavor  not  unsuccessful  to  convince  them 
i,he  was  mindful  of  her  own  gratification,  she  pre- 
vailed on  Gertrude  so  far  to  postpone  her  plan,  as 
to  pass  the  winter  with  her  in  town  with  lier  mo- 
ther,  promising  that  she  would  ask  no  indulgence 
beyond  the  last  week  in  March. 

'  A  little  consideration,'   said   Miss  Le  Sage, 
^  will  convince  you  that,  in  what  I  urge,  I  am  not 
merely  selfish.     If  you  are  to  undertake  to  form 
{the  manners  of  others^  as  mapners  are  neither  regu- 
lated 
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lated  by  a  permanent  standard,  nor  entirely  arbi- 
ti'ary,  it  is  tit  you  should  see  them  in  their  best  si- 
tuations. It  is  a  point,  in  my  opinion,  too  iittle 
considered  with  regard  to  those-  to  whom  indolent 
or  inefficient  parents  turn  over  their  cai'es  and  their 
sduties  :  they  expect  their  daughters  to  be  made  lit 
for  the  world,  by  persons  whom  tliey  do  not  allow 
leisure  to  see  the  world ;  and  then  they  apologise 
for  the  pupil,  and  stigmatise  the  teacher,  by  the 
excuse  that,  ^  poor  girl !  she  is  so  aukward,  just 
from  school.'  If  you  v»ill  bestow  the  first  part  of 
wh-at  is  called  the  winter  on, me,  I  thhik  I  can  sup- 
ply whatever  deficiency  of  acquaintance  with  the 
forms  and  fashions  of  the  world,  Lady  Luxmore's 
plan  of  seclusion  for  you  has  left. 

Gertrude  was  convinced,  as  well  as  persuaded, 
and,  on  this  plan,  returned  v*  ith  her  mother  to  Miss 
Le  Sage's,  where  they  had  spent  near  six  weeks,  see- 

-ingLord  Luxmore  almost  daily,  when  a  messenger 

•  from  the  earl  announced  a  catastrophe  to  Lord 
Portargis's  family-misfortune,    for  which  no  one 

;  was  prepared.  The  viscount  had  arrived  in  Lon- 
don,  late  on  the  preceding  day,   and  after  Lord 

-Luxmorehad  called  at  Miss  Le  Sage's;  he  had 
brought  a  friend  with  him  from  Dublin,  and  had 

.  dined  with  his  father.  The  curiosity  of  his  friend 
had  induced  him  to  go  to  one  of  the  theatres ;  and 
there  he  had  unfortunately  met  Reynardson. — 
*  That's  the  rascal,'  was  the  expression  by  which 
Lord  Portargis  pointed  him  out  to  his  companion ; 

,  and  this  being  overheard  and  noticed  by  a  gentle- 

.  nian  with  whom,  Reynardson  was  in  conversation, 

could 
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could  not  pass  unheeded.  A  duel,  that  Gothic 
remedy  for  a  broken  faith !  had  ensued  at  day- 
light, the  following  morning  ;  and  in  this  daring 
appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  world's  deity,  chance,  the 
innocent  had  fallen,  and  by  falling  had  cleared  the 
ground  for  -his  adversary,  wIk)  having  a  postchaise 
in  readiness,  took,  the  opportunity  to  set  off  for 
Wavcney  ca&tle  in  Ireland,  where,  though  heartily 
despising  his  conquest,  he  hoped  to  obtain  a^shelter 
from  his  wants,  by  offering  the  only  reparation  in 
bis  power  ^  an  honorable  marriage'  with  her  whom 
he  had,  so  a  propoSj  uciade  a  widow. 

Miss  Le  Sage  had  received  these  tidings  alone, 
and,  as  cautiously  as  possible,  she  communicated 
them  to  Gertrude,  but  in  such  a  case,  no  caution 
could  be  sufficient.  Nothing  had  ever  so  much 
afflicted  Gertrude  :  it  appeared  so  out  of  the 
course  of  things,  that  it  had  every  aggravation  of 
4ijisfortune  without  presenting  an  alleviating  cir- 
cumstance ;  and  horror  was  mingled  witli  regret. 

At  the  first  moment  of  recollection,  -she  wished 
to  go  to  Lady  Luxmore,  or  at  least  to  offer  her 
every  attention  ;  but  the  possibility  that  she  might 
yet  be  ignorant  of  the  dreadful  event,  restrained 
her.  She  had  heard  from  the  earl  nothing  to  en- 
courage her  to  offer  her  services.  Charmed  with 
Miss  Maudlin,  the  countess  had  rejoiced  in  Ger- 
trude's affording  her  an  opportunity  to  make  the  ex- 
change ;  and  uninterested  in  her  son's  marriage,  she 
had  received  the  news  of  its  probable  dissolution, 
with  apathy.     The  persuasions  of  Mr.  Sydenham 

had 
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bad  induced  his  lordship  to  make  one  visit :  the 
persuasion  of  all  the  world  could  not  have  induced 
him  at  that  time  to  repeat  it ;  but  now,  softened  by 
real  calamity,  and  feeling,  like  a  man  of  honor,  the 
obligation  to  share  her  affliction,  should  it  fall 
heavily,  he  desired  Miss  Aubrey  might  be  told  he 
should  go  to  her  himself  with  the  tidings. 

The  ensuing  forty-eight  hours,  during  which 
Gertrude  neither  ate  nor  slept,  nor  thought  on  a 
second  subject,  afforded  her  leisure  to  condemn 
herself,  if  she  could  have  perceived  that  any  part 
of  her  conduct  had,  actively  or  negatively,  led  to 
this  misfortune  :  her  conscience,  in  its  present  ex- 
asperated state,^  would  have  shewn  her  the  point 
of  delinquency ;  but  she  recollected  with  satisi-ac- 
tion,  her  perfect  submission,  while  at  Brighton, 
to  the  will  of  those  who,  atone  time,  seemed  to 
fancy  their  happiness  would  be  increased,  and  at 
another  time  marred,  by  her  admission  into  the  fa- 
mily :  her  justification  of  herself  in  her  last  con- 
versation with  Portargis,  had  been  sincere ;  and 
in  the  integrity  of  truth,  the  same  arguments  came, 
in  this  trying  moment,  to  her  recollection. 

Miss  Le  Sage  was  good  to  all :  she  made  Mrs. 
Aubrey  her  peculiar  care,  while  Gertrude  was  in- 
capacitated from  receiving  chearful  attentions ; 
9.nd  admitting  the  justice  of  her  sorrow,  she  did  not 
increase  it  by  opposing  obstacles  to  its  natural 
course  of  reduction  by  its  own  violence.  Corre- 
sponding with  the  earl,  that  she  might  inform  him 
of  the  situation  of  her  friends,  and  communicate 
Ills  to  tiiem,  she  prevailed  pn  1ij\ti  to  quit  his  hotel, 

^nd 
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and  accept  the  privacy  of  her  house.  His  acqui- 
escence and  removal,  tiiougb  at  first  distressing  to 
all,  gave  Gertrude  a  motive  for  exertion ;  and  a 
few  days  seemed,  in  some  dei^ree,  to  reconcile  him 
to  an  inevitable  calamity  :  he  could  not  complain 
of  disappointed  hopes,  or  the  privation  of  com- 
fort expected  from  his  son ;  nor  could  any  senti- 
ment of  self-pity  point  out  strenuous  endeavors  as 
thrown  away  on  one  who  might  have  been  warned 
from  his  fate. — *  I  do  not  see  how  Portari^is  couid 
act  otherwise,'  was  an  expression  of  sentiment  as 
satisfactory  in  this  case  as 

*  Thanks  to  the  Gods  !  my  boy  has  done  his  duty/ 

in  another.  Nobody  was  cruel  enougli  to  iiint, 
that  if  Abbe  Bonfront  had  not  taken  the  place 
of  Mr.  Sydenham,  at  a  time  when  relaxation  of 
discipline  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  *  ruin  drest 
in  smiles,'  Viscount  Portargis  might  perchance  have 
seen  that  honor  requiied  him  to  fulfil  his  voluntary 
engagement  to  Gertrude  Aubrey,  and  that,  to  be 
hunted  into  a  connection  witli  a  family  whom  he 
could  not  esteem,  and  into  a  marriage  witii  a  wo- 
man  whom  he  could  not  love,  must,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  lead  to  disaster.  Lord  Luxmore 
therefore  graduall}-  recovered  his  composure  ;  and 
it  was  in  the  power  of  Gertrude  to  lead  his  recol- 
lection from  the  painful  subject,  to  her  interest?, 
which,  but  for  this  character  of  usefulness,  would 
have  remained  in  a  distant  horizon. 

Almost  against  the  consent  of  tiie  earl,  she  had 

written  to  Lady    Luxmore,    beg:>iiig  that  if  sho 

could  be  of  the  smallest   use  or  consolation,   she 

1  would 
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TVould  permit  her  to  wait  on  her.  The  answer  was 
a  civil  refusal ;  her  ladyship  was  very  ill,  and  saw 

*  no  conipany.'  Even  to  her  husbaiia  there  was 
no  relaxation  of  this  decree  :  he,  not  to  be  want- 
ing in  kindi>ess,  or  to  satisfy  Gertrude,  went  every 
evening  to  her  house,  where  he  rarely  saw  any  but 
her  servants;  for  Miss  INIaudlin  generally  had 
some  engagement  with  her  own  friends ;  and  &s 
tl>e  countess  kept  her  chamber,  acquitted  herself 
by  observing,  which   was  strictly  true,   that  she 

*  could  do  no  good.'  His  lordship  bribed  tlie  ser- 
vants to  be  assiduous,  and  finding  it  in  vain  to  of- 
fer his  attentions,  and  not  chusing  longer  to  bur- 
then Miss  Le  Sage,  he  betook  himself  to  the 
house  of  a  friend  in  Bedfordshire,  from  whence 
he  meant^  as  soon  as  his  spirits  should  be  a  little 
recovered,  to  remove  to  Luxmore,  where,  as  he 
said,  and  said  sincerely,  the  greatest,  if  not  the 
0nly  comfort  the  world  had  now  to  give  him,  was 
to  be  found  in  the  conversation  of  his  friend  Sy-^ 
denham. 

Whatever  might  have  been  Mrs.  Aubrey's  faults, 
natural,  hereditary,  or  contracted,  they  had  re- 
ceived a  correction  that  left  little  that  needed  the 
forbearance  of  others.  That  which  would,  in  any 
other  mother,  have  been  approbation  of  a  daughter's 
conduct,  was,  in  her,  respect,  deference,  and  ad- 
miration, not  improbabl}',  increased  by  their  sepa- 
ration. She  knew  none  of  the  means  by  which 
Gertrude  had  raised  herself  to  estimation ;  but  the 
opinion  of  all  \t ho  spoke  of  her,  testified  the  fact: 

2  she 
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blie  saw  her  at  a  great  height  of  excellence ;  but 
the  path  by  which  she  had  readied  it,  she  could 
not  descry:  mystery  increases  wonder;  and  ]\Irs.. 
iVabrey  was  astonished  at  her  daughter's  '  superi- 
ority.' To  her  jadgQient  she  referred  every  thing,, 
and  seemed  to  rejoice  in  the  security  of  acting., 
under  it,  while  some  little,  not  only  excusable, 
but  amiable  pride,  w  as  evidently  derived  from  a, 
sagacity  she  had  acquired  in  little  things.  Such, 
modest  pretensions,  which  she  was  happy  to  find. 
met  with  confidence,  prevented  her  feeling  any- 
painful  idea  of  uselessness,  while  her  disposition- 
to  be  grateful,  and  her  soft  character,  won  on  all 
Gertrude's  friends. 

Thus  pleased  with  each  other,  and  each  zealous- 
in  promoting  the  other's  happiness,  they  saw,  withr 
out  reluctance,  the  time  arrive  when  they  were  to 
exchange  their  borrowed  comforts  for  a  permanent 
home.  April  seemed  preparing  the  fabled  delights 
of  May,  when,  w  ith  sentiments  of  the  most  glowing 
gratitude  and  unalterable  attachment,  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
in  re-instated  health,  and  Gertrude  firmly  resigned 
to  whatever  might  be  her  lot,  took  possession  pi" 
a  most  comfortable  and  elegant  abode,  where  good 
sense  and  kind  hearts  had  anticipated  every  wish, 
and  the  promise  of  friendship  of  no  common  sort, 
added  the  social  embellishments  of  life  to  the  fair 
prospect  of  a  well-merited  provision  for  its  wants. 

Great — almost  inexpressibly  great — was  Ger- 
trude's joy  in  finding  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mucy, 
unaltered  by  absence,  and  unhurt  by  sudden  good 

fortune, 
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fortune,  her  kind  friend  Lady  Elina  De  Rtise, 
who  meeting,  more  than  half  way,  any  one  vvha 
dared  not  approach  her,  welcomed  Mrs.  Aubrey 
as  her  co-adjutrix  in  the  care  of  Gertrude,  and  as 
one  who  claimed  a  privilege,  that,  with  any  body 
else,  she  would  have  disputed. 

Lady  Elma  had  much  to  liear,  and  more  to  re- 
late; and  day  after  day  abated  nothing  of  the  de- 
light with  which  Gertrude  and  she  met,  or  the  re- 
luctance with  which  they  parted.  Amongst  the 
fortuitous  events  of  this  life,  might  be  ranked  her 
being  enabled  to  bring  news  of  Easil  Sydenham, 
with  whom  she  had  sailed  from  j\Iorlaix  :  he  had 
been  taken  by  a  French  vessel,  some  weeks  before^ 
in  his  passage  home  from  Malta,  and  was  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  be  released  at  the  time  she  obtained  her 
liberty.  She  could  tell  that  he  had  a  prospect  of 
being  quartered  on  the  southern  coast,  and  that^ 
therefore,  they  had  a  chance  of  seeing  him,  on  his 
return  from  his  father's,  whither  he  was  now  gone. 
A  letter  from  Ivlrs.  Brett  confirmed  these  tidings, 
and  told  her  how  very  much  Basil  was  charmed 
with  the  fascinating  Lady  Elma, 


CHAP. 
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Settled  at  home.  A  mind  ill  at  ease.  Fascination.  Sent  for 
at  last.  A  journey  in  vain.  Serious  thoughts.  Chagrin, 
Despondenc]/.  An  electric  shock.  Decent  conduct.  An 
assiduous  friend.  A  7nagnificent  project.  A  kiJidling  ima- 
gination. Sedate  counsel.  Difference  of  opinion.  The 
xvidower.     Scrupulous  propriety .    Good  resolves.  ■ 

GertruIjE  siettled  herself  in  her  new  habitation ; 
and  her  active  plan,  though  not  yet  entered  on, 
met  every  encouragement  from  all  but  the  earl; 
yet,  notwithstanding  all  her  efforts,  and  all  her 
surrounding  comforts,  she  found  it  a  gi^eater  ex- 
ertion than  ever,  to  prevent  falling  into  dejection. 
Under  Lady  Luxmore's  discipline,  she  had  never 
felt  wayward  or  fastidious ;  now,  nothing  pleasintJ* 
her:  ^  Surely,'  said  she,  '  I  am  either  ill  or  very 
much  to  blame  :  I  am  not  as  happy  as  I  ought  to 
be.  Poor  Portargis  !  what  good  will  my  grief  do 
thee? — Lord  Luxmore  is  out  of  my  reach:  I  am 
sorry  for  him;  but  he  is  still  with  kind  friends; 
and  I  hope  he  will  soon  be  able  to  go  to  Luxmore; 
and  then  i\Ir.  Sydenham  will  be  every  thing  to 
him.  Lady  Luxmore  spurns  my  attention.  My 
mother  is  so  much  more  to  me  than  I  could  have 
hoped ;  and  I  have  such  a  fair  prospect ! — and 
every  body  is  so  kind  to  me ! — Well !  perhaps  I 
VOL.  IV.  Y  want. 
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want  employment.  I  am  so  used  to  work  hard 
that  T  cannot  be  happy  without  work.  I  am  now 
spoilt  by  indulgence,  though  I  have  not  been  idle. 
Then  I  shall  certainly  be  l>etter  after  Midsummer, 
when  I  enter  on  my  active  life.  O !  what  a  com- 
fort to  have  an  occupation  1 — I  will  be  doubly  dili- 
gent in  the  interim,  in  my  own  improvement :  for 
thus  much  I  will  venture  to  say  to  myself; — I  must 
not  think.' 

Her  own  exertions  did  much ;  and  in  a  few 
weeks, ,  her  fnends  were  pleased  to  see  the  good 
effects  of  Sussex  air  on  her  countenance.  Lady 
Elma  was  prepariftg  a  town-residence  for  herself; 
but  her  home  was  still  Mr.  Mudd's;  and  her  po- 
pularity brought,  to  whatever  place  was  her  abode^ 
a  considerable  resort  of  persons  of  distinction,  for 
birth  or  talents.  In  as  much  of  this  as  could  be 
agreeable,  Gertrude  had  her  share;  and  even  her 
own  reluctance  became  a  motive  to  going  into  the 
society  of  Mr.  Mudd's  house,  when  she  would 
gladly  have  remained  quietly  in  her  owm. 

Basil  Sydenham,  now  lieutenant-colonel,  came 
into  the  neighborhood;  and  his  first  visit  was  to 
Lady  Elma:  his  second  to  Gertrude.  There  w^ere 
recollections  in  the  mind  of  each,  that  made  the 
meeting  painful  and  distressing;  and  some  minuted 
passed  before  either  could  speak  freely;  but  Lady 
Ehna  soon  joined  them,  and  the  scene  changed  on 
her  entrance.  Lady  Elma  gave  her  own  hue  to 
whatever  surrounded  her.  The  colonel  who,  hi- 
therto, seemed  borne  dowH  by  the  painful  recur- 
rences 
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rences  of  his  meeting  uith  Gertrude,  was  now  the 
lively  double  of  Lady  Elma,  whose  railleries  he 
caught  at  the  rebound,  and  who  seemed,  of  all 
persons,  the  one  in  whose  hands  he  appeared  to 
the  most  advantage. 

In  their  walk  round  Mr.  Mudd's  grounds,  Ger- 
trude fell  back,  and  entered  into  the  pursuits  of 
the  young  ones,  but  on  Mr.  Mudd's  coming  up  to 
them,  she  resumed  her  place,  to  learn  what  Co- 
lonel Sydenham  could  tell  of  the  earl,  who,  she 
found,  was  still  in  Bedfordshire,  and  not  inclined 
to  change  his  abode.  The  visit  ended  by  inviting 
the  visitor  to  dine :  the  invitation  was  accepted 
for  the  next  day;  and  Lady  Elma,  when  he  was 
gone,  condescended  to  apologise,  with  all  her 
graces,  to  Gertrude,  for  having  drawn  off  her 
friend. 

More  than  ever  was  the  image  of  Portargis  pre- 
sent to  Gertrude's  mind  after  this  interview.  Mr. 
Sydenham,  in  what  he  had  done  for  his  son,  seemed 
to  have  shewn  what  he  could  have  done  for  his 
pupil:  and  Basil  was  so  entirely  what  all  a  father 
could  wish,  that  she  could  not  but  hope  it  would 
be  long  before  the  earl's  grief  met  the  severe  trial 
of  a  comparison.  Called  off  as  he  had  been  from 
her,  she  yet  felt  no  mortification  :  his  manner  to 
her  was  distinguishing,  even  in  neglect ;  and  in 
making  his  arrangement  for  the  next  day,  he  told 
her  he  had  so  much  to  say  to  her,  that  he  should 
sit  an  hour  with  her  before  he  made  his  appear- 
ance at  Mr.  Mudd's.  She  was  pleased  and  sooth- 
ed by  his  kindness;  but  her  spirits  were  not  raised. 

y  2  On 
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On  the  day  following,  she  was  dressing,  that  she 
might  be  ready  to  receive  him,  when  she  was 
greatly  surprised  by  the  hasty  arrival  of  Lady 
Luxmore's  footman,  who  came  to  inform  her  that 
his  lady  had  been  ordered  to  Brighton, — that  she 
had  reached  it  three  days  before; — and  was  then 
so  ill  that  her  life  was  not  expected.  Miss  Maud- 
lin had  left  her ;  she  had  only  servants  with  her : 
and  she  earnestly  requested  to  see  Miss  Aubrey ; 
for  which  purpose,  she  had  sent  her  carriage  to 
convey  her :  it  had  put  up  at  the  neighboring  inn, 
and,  in  an  hour,  would  be  ready  to  set  out. 

In  such  a  case,  there  could  be  no  hesitation. 
Gertrude  lost  not  a  moment :  she  informed  her 
friends  of  the  summons;  and  committing  her  mo- 
ther, whom  she  dared  not  take  with  her,  to  their 
care,  she  left  a  message  of  matter  of  fact,  by  way 
of  apology  to  Colonel  Sydenham,  for  her  absence, 
and  set  out,  with  less  hope  than  she  appeared  to 
have,  of  returning  the  next  day. 

But  diligent  as  she  had  been,  she  was  too  late. 
The  countess  had,  in  an  hour  after  her  messenger 
departed,  breathed  her  last,  in  complaints  of  the 
ingratitude  and  deceit  of  the  world.  The  account 
the  servants  gave  of  the  extreme  dejection  of  spirits 
and  increased  bodily  sufferings  under  which  this 
unhappy  woman  had  labored,  since  Gertrude  left 
her,  would  have  been  severely  afflicting,  had  the 
separation  originated  with  her,  or  had  any  atten- 
tion, on  her  part,  been  wanting :  but  an  acquitting 
conscience  admitted  no  remorse;  and  what  sorrow 

she 
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she  felt  for  Lady  Luxmore,  was  the  genuine  com- 
passion of  a  fellow-creature. 

Nothing  remaining  to  be  done  that  Gertrude 
could,  with  any  propriety,  do,  she  left  it  to  those  on 
the  spot,  to  inform  his  lordship  of  his  loss,  and 
putting  herself  into  a  post-chaise^  set  off  on  her  re- 
turn, reflecting,  in  the  little  journey,  on  the  irregular 
pace  of  this  world's  affairs.  Years  of  her  life  had 
glided  by  in  the  same  equal  tenor,  with  no  varia- 
tion to  which  she  was  sensible,  but  in  her  height 
and  the  expansion  of  her  mind  :  her  will  had  been 
passive;  she  had  known  no  responsibility,  for  she 
had  had  no  trust.  If  she  had  possessed  no  active 
virtue,  she  had  been  secured  against  the  commission 
of  any  very  great  faults;  and  if  enjoyment  had 
been  denied  her,  she  seemed  at  an  equal  distance 
from  calamity  :  she  felt  grateful  that  ^he  had  not, 
even  when  most  oppressed,  been  insensible  to  the 
important  blessings  of  maintenance  and  protec- 
tion. She  had  had,  indeed,  few,  very  few  friends, 
to  call  forth  the  social  feelings.  Mr.  Sterling,  good 
Mr.  Sterling!  had  possessed  her  esteem:  Lady 
Luxmore  could  claim  nothing  higher  than  her  pa- 
tience :  Portargis  had  her  juvenile  affection :  Lord 
Luxmore  had  now  her  gratitude.  For  some  she 
had  felt,  by  the  permission  or  prohibition  of  those 
who  ruled  her;  but  Mr.  Sydenham  and  Mrs.  Brett, 
Lady  Elma,  and  ^liss  Le  Sage,  she  hoped  she 
might  call  her  tried  friends.  Of  the  persons  rising 
to  her  remembrance  as  her  first  connections,  how 
large  a  proportion  was  now,  in  a  short  space, 
swept  away  1     The  family  in  which  she  had  been 
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reared,  seemed  almost  annihilated  ;  it  was,  indeed, 
reduced  to  one  solitary  being,  and  he,  she  doubted 
not,  would  soon  be  drawn  away  by  views  of  hap- 
piness, which  she  could  not  but  wish  he  should 
pursue.  Then  followed  the  recollection,  '  But  I 
have  my  mother,  and  a  home,  and  the  prospect  of 
a  comfortable  provision.  I  must  now,  indeed, 
take,  as  friends,  persons  comparatively  strangers; 
but  they  already  make  me  forget  that  they^re  so ; 
and  if  I  can  retain  them,  and  preserve  my  mother 
to  a  good  old  age,  in  health  and  cornfort,  I  have 
still  more  indulgences  than  I  had  any  right  to 
expect.' 

She  got  back  to  Mr.  Mudd's  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  after  Colonel  Sydenham  had  quitted  the 
party  ;  and  not  being  inclined  to  meet  those  who 
had  been  invited  to  meet  him,  she  drove  home, 
"where  her  mother  soon  joined  her  in  an  ecstacy  of 
delight,  at  the  termination  of  an  absence  which 
her  spirits  could,  even  now,  ill  bear. 

The  shock  of  Lady  Luxmore's  death,  which  no 
previous  intelligence  had  represented  as  probable, 
was  not  lessened  by  her  want  of  power  to  interest 
the  affections :  there  is,  perhaps,  most  good  sense 
in  rrieving  for  those  who  are  the  least  a  loss  to  the 
world. 

An  express  had  been  sent  to  the  earl  to  inforna 
him  of  the  death  of  his  lady :  it  had  found  him  at 
the  house  of  his  friend  in  Bedfordshire,  very  little 
recovered  from  the  state  of  mental  chagrin,  as  it 
may  most  fitly  be  termed,  into  which  the  death  of 
ins  son  had  thfowi^  him.     When  the  effect  of  the 

first 
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hrst  shock  had  subsided,  iiis  friend  sought  means 
to  chear  him,  but  in  vain  :  he  could  not  cheat  him- 
self into  the  adoption  of  any  of  the  common  motives 
to  consolation  :  he  rejected  them  all,  on  this  can- 
did ground,  that  it  was  absurd  in  him  to  look 
abroad  for  tliose  supports  which  enabled  persons 
entitled  to  them,  to  bear  up  under  the  inflictions  of 
Providence. 

'  I  am  not  so  destitute  of  fortitude,'  said  he,  in 
a  letter  to  My.  Sydenham,  '  as  to  shrink  from  tiie 
calamities  of  life  ;  but  I  shrink  from  my  own  con- 
cern in  this.  I  can  conceive  the  situation  of  many 
a  parent,  even  in  consigning  the  last  of  many  pro- 
mising children  to  the  grave,  enviable  when  com- 
pared to  mine.  I  do  not  suppose  it  possible  to 
live  alone  without  thinking:  in  the  dissipation  of 
the  world  it  may  be  done  ;  but  in  the  seclusion 
which,  you  know,  my  dissatisfaction  with  the 
world,  or  with  myself,  as  you  will  perhaps  tell  me, 
has  made  me  seek,  I  seem  to  have  prepared,  not 
to  endure  this  blow,  but  to  feel  it  more  keenly.' 

^  No  m.an  wtiS  ever,  I  believe,  so  uncomfortable 
in  his  domestic  situation  as  1  have  been.  Exce])t 
for  the  fev/  weeks  at  Brighton  after  my  fall,  I  do 
not  remember  a  time,  when  home  possessed  any 
attraction  to  me  ;  and  even  then,  i  was  not  without 
vexations  :  Lady  Luxmore's  temper  was  almost  in- 
tolerable :  Portargis  thwarting  me  in  every  thing, 
poor  fellow  ! — but  still  I  was  acting  to  my  own 
satistaction  ;  and  Gatty  Aubrey  was  a  great  com- 
fort •  had  Heaven  blest  me,  I  have  often  thought, 
)\'ith  such  a  daughter,  I  am   sure  I  could  have 
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borne  a  great  deal,  but  in  general,  it  has  been  my 
lot  to  have  raucli  to  endure,  and  no  motive  for  eii^ 
during  it — so  that,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  am  weary 
of  the  vv*orid  :  and  at  scarce  the  middle  age,  I  feel 
my  spirits  old  ;  and  without  much  recollection  of 
the  past,  or  care  for  the  future  in  this  life,  I  regret 
the  days  that  are  gone,  and  deprecate  those  that 
are  to  come.     In  the  fate  of  my  poor  boy,  I  read 
hourly  a  chapter  of  my  own  folly,  and,  convinced 
that  I  have  played  my  part  very  ill  in  this  world,  I 
have  little  encouragement  to  think  on  another.    All 
this  is  the  fruit  of  my  preposterous  marriage  1  Write 
to  me  soon ;  for  I  need  all  your  good  sense  and  good 
temper — and  you  know,  there  is  no  one  in  the 
world  to  whom  my  heart  is  so  open  as  to  you.' 

'  P.  S.  I  open  my  letter  again.  An  express 
has  just  brought  me  the  astonishing  news  that  Lady 
Luxniore  died  at  Brighton  on  Tuesday  1  I  can 
scarce  believe  it.     I  must  defer  finishing  this — • 

*  My  friends  are  so  good  as  to  excuse  my  ab-» 
sence  ft^om  the  dinner-table,  and  let  me  have  a  table 
laid  in  another  room.  I  have  written  by  the  mes- 
senger to  say  what  I  would  have  done,  and  shall 

send  one  of  my  men  off  in  the  morning  to  F- to 

tell  him  to  go  down  and  take  the  management  of 
every  thing. — I  should  chuse  to  have  her  buried 
from  her  own  house,  and  you  will  be  consulted  on 
the  day  when  we  shall  want  you  at  Luxmore.  The 
facility  with  which  I  admitted  your  feelings  in  the 
case  of  my  poor  boy,  will  I  hope,  make  you  easy  if 
ou  chuse  to  employ  your  curate  now — though  I 
' '  do 
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do  not  suppose  there  is  the  same  sentiment  in  the 

two  cases- ' ■ 

*  I  could  not  finish  this  last  night.  I  am  now 
writini!;  at  five  in  the  mornino-.  Not  once  have  I 
closed  my  eyes.  This  shock  has  roused  me  com- 
pletely. I  shall  send  this  by  a  special  messenger, 
so  that  ray  inability  to  write  yesterday  will  occasion 
no  delay.  I  shall  go  to  town  the  day  after  the  fu- 
neral, to  arrange  matters;  and,  1  tell  you  fairly,  my 
next  solicitude  will  be  to  secure  Gertrude  Aubrey. 
— I  have  been,  you  know,  always  candid  with  you 
on  the  subject ;  and  I  now  feel  the  comfort  of  that 
mode  of  proceeding.  I  must  be  free  to  say  1  shall 
be  hurt  by  any  objections.  I  know  all  you  can 
say,  but  I  am  resolved  ;  and  if  you  knew  the  cor- 
rect plan  on  which  I  mean  to  set  out  and  to  act, 
you  would  not,  I  am  sure,  oppose  me — you  would 
think  it  right.-^— O  !  could  you  but  feel  as  I  do,  in 
the  prospect  of  being  able  to  repay  that  good  girl 
for  all  tliat  I  have  seen  her  suffer — and  what  I  have 
seen,  can  be  nothing  in  comparison  to  her  endur- 
ances for  so  many  years.  I  understand  she  was 
sent  for  by  Lady  L.'s  desire,  but  too  late — conse- 
quently, she  knows  all  I  could  tell  her  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  am  not  sufficiently  master  of  my  feelings 
just  now,  to  write,  perhaps,  as  I  ought :  but  I 
would  not  have  her  made  to  suspect  my  intentions ; 
— you  and  Mrs.  Brett  will  therefore  do  me  a  favor 
by  remaining  silent  till  you  hear  again  from  me.' 

The  days  of  suspense  which  followed  Gertrude's 
fruitless  visit  to  Brighton,  she  spent  in  preparing 

sucU 


330  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE. 

such  mourning  as  might  express  a  due  sense  of 
obligation  to  the  deceased  countess ;  and  till  she 
supposed  the  funeral  over,  she  paid  her  the  respect 
of  keeping  within  her  own  house  and  garden,  and 
declining  visits  except  from  Mr.  Mudd's  house. 
Lady  Elma  was  most  kindly  assiduous  about  her : 
she  spent  much  of  every  day  with  her,  and  approv- 
ing very  highly  the  line  she  had  drawn  by  saying 
she  would  see  no  visitors  but  Mr  Mudd's  family, 
she  convinced  Colonel  Sydenham  that  he  could 
not  come  under  that  description,  and  obliged  him 
to  content  his  politeness  with  a  message  of  en- 
quiry, when  he  made  his  almost  daily  visit  to  them 
and  to  her  ladyship. 

Had  Gertrude  affected  to  consider  Lady  Lux- 
more's  death  too  deeply,  Lady  Elma  would  not 
have  permitted  it ;  but  she  was  too  sober-minded 
to  need  a  corrector ;  and  few  take  the  trouble  of 
governing  us,  when  they  see  we  can  govern  our- 
selves. The  week  of  seclusion  therefore  pro- 
duced its  proper  effect ;  it  had,  in  its  commence- 
ment, found  her  shocked  :  at  its  departure,  it  left 
her  serious ;  and  having  heard  from  Brighton  all 
that  could  be  learnt  there  on  the  subject,  she  shew- 
ed herself  at  church  on  the  following  Sunday,  and 
dined  with  her  mother  at  Mr.  Mudd's.  Colonel 
Sydenham  was  of  the  party,  and  the  next  day  he 
called  on  her ;  but  Lady  Lima's  friendly  attentions 
were  not  remitted  ;  she  came  with  him,  under  the 
persuasion  that  her  friend  could  not  bear  the  fa- 
tigue of  much  conversation,  and  took  him  away,  in 
time  to  preveut  all  injury  from  that  cause. 

5  When 
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When  he  came  next,  she  was  equally  careful. 
'  You  shall  gossip  as  you  please,'  said  she,  '  when 
you  can  talk  of  something  beside  that  poor  old 
creature  Lady  Luxmore  ;  but  I  will  not  have  my 
Gatty's  returning  chearfulness  clouded  again  by 
talking  over  all  tlie  disagreeable  she  has  been  made 
to  sutler.  So  far  this  was  kind  ;  and  the  good 
intention  of  it  could  not  be  doubted,  but  the  object 
of  her  care  would  sometimes  have  dispensed  with 
the  gay  intrusion  ;  and  perhaps  Lady  Elma  began 
to  suspect  this,  when  one  morning  having  taken 
her  out  to  walk,  she  said  to  Gertrude : 

'  You  will  perhaps  think  me  very  wayward,  if 
I  tell  you  that,  notwithstanding  my  extraordinaiy 
good  fortune  at  present,  and  the  great  prospects 
w  hich  my  generous  relation  has  assured  to  me,  I 
question  whether  I  am  as  happy  as  in  my  poverty ; 
but  hear  me,  and  you  will  not  think  me  absurd. 
My  discontent  is  founded  on  my  apprehension  that 
I  shall  not  meet  with  that  sort  of  attachment  in  the 
world,  which  would  gratify  me.  I  shall  find,  or  I 
shall  suspect,  every  one  selfish — in  short,  I  shall 
not  he  loved  for  my  own  sake ;  and  as  I  grow  older, 
the  attention  I  may  meet  with,  and  indeed  need,  w  ill 
be  embittered  by  my  perverse  sagacity  which  will 
tell  me  it  is  for  the  sake  of  a  remembrance  in  my 
will.  I  have  seen,  my  dear  girl,  too  much  of  the 
world  to  impose  on  myself.  If  all  its  inhabitants 
indeed  were  like  you,  one  should  have  nothing  to 
regret  but  that  it  was  ever  to  be  quitted  ;  but  we 
must  take  it  as  it  is,  and  make  the  best  of  it.  My 
niind  is  made  up  as  to  what  would  contribute  most 

to 
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to  dispel  these  unpleasant  ideas  and  make  life  de-* 
sirable  to  me :  I  have  thought  a  great  deal  on  the 
subject,  since  my  situation  has  been  so  improved  ; 
and  I  have  resolved  to  marry  again.     Believe  m^, 
had  I  remained  poor,  I  never  would  have  thought 
of  it :  I  carried  Colonel  de  Ptuse  a  fortune,  though 
not  a  large  one,   but — but  it  was  worth  his  accept- 
ance ;  and  I  was  happy  in  sacrificing  ahuost  all  of 
it,  to  him  ;  but  I  never  vvould  have  suffered  any  of 
my  friends  to  have  congratulated  each  other  on 
my   rescue  from  want,  by  means  of  a  husband. 
Wow  the  case  is  very  different :  I  can  7mkc  the 
fortune  of  a  deserving  man  ;  and  this  would  please 
me  far  more  than  a  splendid  match  : — a  man  on 
whom   a  woman   confers  an  obligation,  must  be 
sensible  of  what  he  owes  her,  unless  she  chuses  a 
blockhead,  which,  upon  my  honor,  I  shall  not. — 
I  can  conceive  nothing  so  delightful  as  the  con- 
ferring such  a  benefit,  and  finding  it  repaid  by  that 
sentiment  it  must  inspire.     To  see  an  amiable  man 
distinguished  among  his  circle  of  acquaintance,  for 
his  houses,  his  grounds,   his  table,   his  wines,  his 
horses,    his   library,   his   pictures,    and  all   those 
things  which  make  a  large  income  desirable,  and  to 
feel  that  he  owes  it  all  to  one's  self ! — O  !  if  he  be 
but  an  amiable  man,  think  of  the  exquisite  gratifi- 
cation !' 

Gertrude  thus  appealed  to,  assented. 

'  Trust  me,'  continued  her  ladyship,  '  I  will  do 
nothing  to  degrade  myself.  When  I  talk  of  rais- 
ing the  man  I  marry,  I  do  not  mean  to  lift  him 
out  of  the  mire,     I  am  certain  you  will  not  disap- 

8  provo 
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prove  my  choice,  since  it  is  a  friend  of  your's  on 
whom  I  have  fixed  it' 

*  Of  mine?     Lady  Ehna.' 

'Yes.  ofyour's,  7na  pet  ite,  and  his  being  yom^s^ 
is  one  of  his  many  recommendations  to  me. — In 
short,  I  may  as  well  tell  you  at  once  : — it  is  Syden- 
ham. And  now  that  you  have  my  confidence, 
which  you  will  not,  I  am  sure,  betray,  I  know  I 
may  expect  from  you  all  the  assistance  in  your 
power ;  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  be  happy  in 
an  opportunity  of  returning  the  friendship  I  so  sin- 
cerely feel  for  you.  What  I  know  of  Sydenham 
myself,'  continued  she,  *  is  enough  to  satisfy  ?ne  ; 
but  his  high  estimation  in  his  profession,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  is  mentioned  by  every  one 
who  knows  him,  will  satisfy  the  world  that  1  have 
made  an  honorable  choice.' 

'  And  is  he  aware  that  you  —  ?' 

^  Not  precisely  aware  of  my  full  intentions? 
but  — ' 

'  But,'  interrupted  Gertrude, '  you  have,  I  sup- 
pose, reason  to  believe  that — ' 

'  I  know  what  you  mean,'  replied  her  ladyship, 
*  but  you  must  consider  the  great  difference  there 
is  between  my  situation,  and  that  of,  perhaps  I  may 
say,  any  other  woman  in  England.  I  am  an  earfs 
daughter — he  the  son  of  a  clergyman.  I  have  now 
3,0001.  a-year  at  my  own  disposal.  I  shall,  in  the 
course  of  a  very  few  years,  have  an  income  of 
12,0001.  I  shall  not  want  for  great  offers  ;  but  I 
am  decided/ 

'And 
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'  And  what,  does  Colonel  Sydenham  know  of 
your  plan  ?* 

'  Why  thu«  far : — I  have  paid  him  the  compli- 
ment of  asking  his  opinion  on  two  or  three  points 
of  prudence  with  regard  to  my  affairs  ;  and  his 
advice  has  been  so  good  that  I  have  pledged  myself 
always  to  resort  to  it.  I  have  frankly  told  him  all 
that  I  now  tell  you,  except  naming  him.' 

*  And  how  did  he  receive  it  ?' 

'  O!  admirably  : — he  admitted  the  force  of  all 
I  said,  but  advised  me  to  consider  how  happy  I  am 
at  present.  When  I  had  got  so  far  as  to  say  I 
meant  to  make  the  fortune  of  some  amiable  man, 
he  exprest  his  fear  that  the  world  afforded  few  de- 
serving of  the  distinction  :  he  warned  me  to  be  very 
cautious,  and  wished  he  had  a  friend  to  name  to 
me ;  but  the  matter,  he  said,  was  too  important 
for  any  one  to  interfere  in,  and  had  be  even  a  bro- 
ther of  whom  he  thought  ever  so  well,  he  could  not 
venture. — Now  at  our  next  sitting,  I  intend  to  go 
a  little  closer  to  the  point ;  for  I  cannot  expect, 
nor  perhaps  could  I  wish  him,  to  depart  from  that 
distant  and  respectful  situation  which  will  make  it 
i^ecessary  for  me  to  be  explicit.' 

Mrs.  Aubrey  stopt  this  extraordinary  but  not 
unprecedented  communication,  by  bringing  to  her 
daughter  a  nevvspaper,  in  which  Lady  Luxmore's 
house  and  furniture  in  town  were  advertised  for 
sale,  and  with  it  a  l(ttter  from  Lord  Luxmore, 
brought  by  a  special  messenger  from  Brighton, 
where  he  had  just  arrived,  and  desiring  her  to  be 

at 
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at  home  and  alone  at  three  o'clock  that  day,  when 
he  should  make  her  a  visit  on  business  of  import- 
ance. 

Not  in  the  habit  of  making  a  mystery  of  what 
concerned  herself,  she  communicated  this  to  her 
mother  and  Lady  Elma ;  and  it  was  easy  to  per- 
ceive that  hopes  were  kindled  in  the  mind  of  the 
former,  not  at  all  friendly  to  her  steadiness  in  the 
furtherance  of  Gertrude's  intentions. 

To  check  immediately  this  disposition  to  be  mis- 
led, she  aff(icted  to  consider  the  earl's  visit  as  a  mat- 
ter of  more  concern  to  him  than  to  her,  and  talked 
more  earnestly  than  ever  of  her  prospects,  and  the 
superior  independence  of  a  life  of  active  exertion. 

Lady  Elma,  whose  lively  sagacity  had  led  her  to 
Mrs.  Aubrey's  thoughts,  th.rew  her  whole  weight 
into  the  opposite  scale,  in  a  way  highly  reason- 
able, but  not  very  flattering.  '  For  Heaven's  sake, 
my  good  Mrs.  Aubrey/  said  she,  '  do  not  you 
take  any  nonsense  into  your  head:  let  your  daugh- 
ter manage :  she  has  too  much  good  sense  to  sup- 
pose she  and  you  can  live  without  the  very  lauda- 
ble exertion  she  proposes  to  make :  such  women  as 
Gatty  should  set  an  example ;  and  I  am  sure  the 
world  will  be  all  tlie  better  for  her's.' 

Gertrude  turned  into  the  house  when  they  reach- 
ed it,  and  in  replying  to  Lord  Luxnuore's  letter,  she 
chose  to  consider  his  attentions  as  at  an  end  :  she 
acknowledged  those  hitherto  received,  and  repre- 
sented her  present  views  as  in  a  state  of  certainty, 
that  exonerated  his  friendship.  At  the  same  time 
she  exprest  a  polite  pleasure  in  the  hope  of  seeing 
hiin» 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Sydenham  called  while  she  was  busy  / 
but  Lady  Elma,  with  due  consideration,  prevented 
his  interrupting  her,  first,  by  telling  him  how  she 
was  employed,  and  next,  by  an  intimation  not  very 
well  according  with  the  repulse  Mrs.  Aubrey  had 
met  from  her.  For  the  pacification  of  her  tumul- 
tuous thoughts,  Gertrude,  having  finished  her  let- 
ter, was  walking  slowly  within  the  precincts  of  her 
little  domain,  when  Mr.  Mudd  joined  her7  and 
making  her  take  his  arm,  he  said,  *  You  are 
aware,  I  am  persuaded,  of  what  is  going  on  at  my 
house ; — that  noble-minded  creature  is  so  fl^anky 
so  generous,  that  I  am  sure  she  must  have  told 
you  the  great  things  she  designs  for  your  friend 
Sydenham ;  it  will  be  the  making  of  his  fortune ; 
and,  what  is  more,  it  will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  be 
the  marring  of  hi?n. ' 

Mrs.  Mudd,  who  seemed  in  quest  of  Gertrude, 
met  them  before  her  husband  had  paused  for  a 
reply.  He  went  on  : — *  I  have  been  talking  to 
wife  about  it,  but  I  can't,  somehov/,  make  her 
agree  with  me.' 

'  You  cannot,  indeed,'  said  Mrs.  Mudd  :  '  I  do 
not  like  this  odd  way  of  proceeding ;  if  it  is  to  be 
copied  in  lower  life,  it  will  justify  any  of  owr  girls 
in  making  overtures  to  our  footmen.' 

*  Oh  !  no,  no,'  said  Mr.  Mudd ;  ^  nothing  but  a 
woman  of  rank  with  12,0001.  a  year,  must  do  so.' 

'  True  :  so  say  I,'  replied  Mrs.  Mudd  ;  *  but  in 
my  opinion,  it  is  much  easier  to  forbid  the  thing 
entirely,  than  to  settle  how  much  or  how  fittle,  en- 
titles a  lady  to  forget  herself  in  this  way ;  and  be- 
sides, 
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side,  it  is  not,  I  think,  doing  any  very  great  favor; 
for  Colonel  Sydenham,  if  Lord  Ltixmore  does  not 
marry  again,  must,  I  understand,  come  into  his 
situation  ;  there  is  therefore  no  charity  in  the  deed.' 

*  But  Lord  Luxmore  will  marry  again,'  said 
Mr.  Mudd,  emphatically ;  '  and  I  will  not  have 
one  word  said  against  my  dear  good  Lady  Lima's 
proceedings  :  trust  to  her,  you  will  see  she  always 
acts  right.' 

It  was  easy  now  to  give  a  humorous  turn  to  the 
conversation ;  and  Gertrude,  little  able  to  bear 
the  weight  of  serious  discussion,  was  glad  to  pro- 
mote the  laugh.  A  still  greater  relief  was  it,  when 
her  mother  beckoned  her  into  the  house.  She 
ran,  concluding  some  decision  was  called  for,  to 
which  Mrs.  Aubrey  did  not  chuse  to  feel  compe- 
tent ;  but  it  was  to  receive  the  short  visit  and 
adieu  of  Colonel  Sydenham,  whom  Lady  Elma, 
with  triumph  in  her  countenance,  accompanied. 
It  was  not,  in  any  sense  of  the  word,  in  Ger- 
trude's power  to  press  his  longer  stay  :  Lady 
Lima's  brilliant  raillery  warned  him  to  quit  the 
field  in  time  for  his  great  opponent ;  and  he 
was  obeying  her,  when  a  little  delay  involved  him 
in  the  aukwardness  of  meetino;  the  earl  as  he  en- 
tered*  Lord  Luxmore,  as  if  sensible  that  this 
ought  not  to  have  been  risked,  bowed  as  he 
alighted,  without  raising  his  eyes  to  see  to  whom 
he  bowed  ;  and  being  met  by  GertrudCj  suffered 
her.  in  silence,  to  lead  into  her  sittinL^-  room. 

Ilrs  lordship  was  scrupulously  pi.uictual  to.  his 
hour;    and  if  Gertrude   had  been  capable  of  re- 
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marking  any  thing  but  the  alteration  and  anxiet;^ 
of  his  countenance,  she  would  have  seen  somewhat 
to  amuse  her.  A  travelling-carriage  of  the  brightest 
yellow,  displaying  on  its  pannel  only  his  crest  and 
C(5ronet,  '  proper/  served  to  shew  to  advantage  the 
relief  of  a  little  occasional  black,  while  tjie  four 
very  bright  bay  horses,  rendered  the  same  chearful 
service  to  their  head-bands,  roses,  and  pad-cloths: 
the  out-riders  and  postillions  had  similar  embellish-* 
inents  in  their  biick-skins  and  boot-tops ;  and  the 
•whole  served  to  prove  that  mourning  may,  with 
a  little  ingenuity,  be  compelled  to  produce  '  a  very 
happy  effect.'  In  Lord  Luxiiiore,  however,  there 
w'as  no  appearance  oi  stage-management :  he  was 
completely  in  black,  and  commanded  respect,  even 
by  his  exterior. 

He  had  been  received,  not  with  the  familiarity 
consequent  on  long  acquaintance,  but  with  the  dis- 
tant humility  of  one  honored  by  his  visit.  In  follow- 
ing Gertrude,  he  had  not  uttered  a  word  ;  and  now, 
when  she  moved  a  chair  towards  him,  he  went  to 
the  chimney-piece,  and  leaning  with  his  elbow  on 
it,  while  he  held  her  by  the  other  hand,  he  was 
agitated,  almost  to  tears.  She  had  endeavored  to 
arm  herself  against  the  sight  of  his  sorrow  :  but 
her  struggle  only  served  to  shew,  that,  in  feeling 
with  him,  she  felt  for  him ;  and  certainly  Gatty 
Aubrey  never  appeared  more  favorably  in  his  eyes, 
than  at  the  moment  when  his  heart  was  too  much 
overcharged  with  the  feelings  of  a  father,  which 
the  sight  of  her  renewed,  to  allow  him  to  tell  her, 
that  shenow,  exclusivelyand  avowedly,  possessed  it. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  were  his  intentions  when  he  set  out 
this  visit,  though  affording  the  most  ample  oppor- 
tunities, passed  without  the  smallest  profession 
beyond  that  of  friendly  good-will,  parental  solici- 
tude, and  that  guardian-like  protection  which,  by 
implication,  made  her  responsible  to  him  for  her 
proceedings.  Of  the  plan  which  was  now  in  a 
few  weeks  to  be  carried  into  execution,  he  would 
not  allow  her  to  speak : — he  stopt  her,  saying,  *  We 
will  discuss  it  when  we  next  meet,'  and  turned  the 
conversation  by  questioning  her  on  the  circum- 
stance of  his  having  met  Colonel  Sydenham.  She 
gave  him  a  short  answer,  to  avoid  all  danger  of 
implicating  Lady  Ehna,  and  invited  him  to  see  her 
house  arid  the  grounds  to  Mr.  Mudd's,  assuring 
him  that  the  family  would  not  intrude  on  him,  and 
keeping  the  conversation  on  the  subject  of  their 
kindness,  and  Lady  Elma's  altered  circumstances* 

She  could  not  flatter  herself  that  he  took  any 
deep  interest  in  what  she  offered  to  his  notice :  he 
Was  abstracted,  and  his  pauses  in  conversation 
were  long  and  frequent :  he  had  told  his  arrange- 
ments On  Lady  Luxmore's  death ;  and  now.  Lady 
Waveney  and  her  family  afflictions  were  his  theme  t 
he  had  given  Lady  Portargis  a  sum  of  money  to 
relinquish  her  title  and  all  claims  on  his  family ; . 
she  had  quarrelled  with  Reynardson,  and  was 
about  to  marry  a  man  who  had  regarded  her  as  an 
object  of  pity  and  had  offered  *  his  protection/ 

There  are  cases  where  ceremony,  cold,  formal, 
and  repelling,  as  it  is  called,  can  scarcely  be  too 
highly  valued.     None  ought  to  depreciate  it,  whose 

z  t  hearts 
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hearts  are  not  under  the  government  of  their 
heads,  or  who  have  not  that  superiority  of  intelle€l 
\diich  intitles  them  to  compose  the  drama  of  their 
own  conduct*  Ceremony  \mtes  sermons  which 
most  people  can  preach :  it  is  not  every  one  who 
ought  to  be  trusted  with  authorship.  In  the-pre- 
^ent  case^  had  the  earl  ventured  to  act  by  bis  own 
prompting,  he  had  certainly  ruined  all  his  hopes  j 
;bat  by  attending  to  the  strict  rules  of  ceremony,^ 
.he  obtained  his  full  meed  of  praise,  and  perhaps^ 
gained  on  the  esteem  of  her  whom  he  wislied  to 
interest. 

He  could  have  no  hope  that  Gertrude  would 
approve  a  departure  from  that  which  is,  by  com- 
mon consent,  decorous,  even  if  her  own  advantage 
were  connected  with  the  transgression ;  and  as 
well  aware  was  he  that  no  assumption  of  woe 
%vould  impose  on  her :  he  therefore,  as  far  as  re- 
.^f\rded  his .  wife,  '  rested  in  decencies,'  and  suc^ 
eeeded. 

.  .   But  having  never  ysry  deeply  studied  his  own 
character,  he  disappointed  himself  in  this  inter- 
,view  :  it  told  ho.v/  sunk,  how  deeply  sunk  were  the 
•  sphits  which  be  had  supposed,  might,  on  sight  tsf 
Gertrude,    rather  require  control  than  stimulus  : 
it  told  lijm  that  that  which  he  thought  would  have 
;  cheared  him,  only  dejected  him  :  he  v,'as  astonish- 
ed he  ^  could  feel  so  gloomy,  and  he  began  to  fear 
she  might  misconstrue  it. 

_  ^  I  xBust  be  frank  with  you,'  said  he,   when^ 

afteritaking  refreshments,  lie  had  rung  for  hisxSar- 

,uage,  ^  or  yon  will  thirJune  unkind  :  I  am  ^ot  the 

i  man 
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man  I  was  a  very  few  months  ago  ;  nor  can  I 
recover,  or  perhaps  wish  to  recover  the  character. 
The  blow  of  losing  my  son,  has  gone  deep,  very 
deep  indeed  ;  but  the  advantage  to  me  has  been 
considerable.  I  have  lived,  now  for  some  time,  in 
comparative  retirement,  and  it  has  brought  nxe 
better  acquainted  with  the  world.  Sydenham's 
conversation  and  letters  have  been  my  consolation 
and  my  monitors :  they  have  she^n  me  the  hap- 
piness I  have  thrown  away  ;  and  but  for  the  living 
example  he  holds  out,  this  dissatisfaction  with  my- 
self might  have  produced  misanthropy;  but  Sy- 
denham would  reconcile  the  most  peevish  spirit  to 
its  fellow-spirits  ;  and,  I  hope,  in  a  little  time  you 
will  see  me,  in  every  way,  the  better  for  my  severe 
affliction.' 

During:  the  whole  of  this  conversation,  she  had 
admitted  no  idea  that  could  embarrass  her ;  she 
had  neither  disgraced  herself,  nor  encouraged  iiis 
lordship;  but  a  reply  to  such  a  communication  as 
this,  beyond  common  good  wishes,  she  felt  would 
be  [presuming :  she  therefore  requested  his  lord- 
ship to  allow  her  mother  the  gratification  of  seeing 
him  before  he  departed ;  and  he  was  too  polite  to 
refuse.  To  her  he  spoke  in  very  ditTerent  terms 
from  those  he  had  used  to  her  daughter;  he  '  hoped 
he  should  soon  now  recover  himself:'  he  *  had 
taken  a  delightful  house  in  town,  where  he  should 
be  always  happy  to  see  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Miss  Au 
brey  :'  he  *  begqed  his  best  regards  might  be  oifcreti 
to  Lady  Ehiia,  and  that  an  apology  might  be  made 
to  her  friends  for  his  rudeness  in  not  seeing  them  :' 

ho 
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be  ^  should  be  down  again  very  shortly,  and  would 
then  pay  his  respects,*  he  '  should  quit  Brighton 
the  following  day,  and  should  be  happy  to  execute 
9,hy  commands  in  London/    He  '  should  give  Mr* 
Sydenham  and  Mrs.  Brett  the  satisfaction  of  know-? 
ing  he  had  seen  Mrs.  and  Miss  Aubrey  in  perfect 
health,  and  in  an  abode  that  must  make  them  the 
envy  of  their  neighbors  ;'  but  '  be  should  certainly 
advise  his  friend  to  get  his  son's  quarters  changed, 
if  possible;  for,  of  all  neighborhoods,   he  looked 
oh  that  of  Brighton  as  the  very  worst.'— With  ^ 
cordial  return  towards  Gertrude,  his  lordship  now 
again  took  bis  leave,  and  sinking  into  deep  re^ 
flection  and  the  corner  of  bis  carriage,  revolved, 
in  his  return  to  Brighton,  the  past,  the  present, 
and  the  future.     Of  the  first  of  these  periods,  he 
designed  to  make  the  best  use  possible,  that  of 
avoiding  any  imitation  of  what  it  had  produced ;— r 
of  the  second,  he  determined  to  avail  himself  to 
the  best  of  his  power,  by  securing  the  esteem  of 
Gertrude ;    and  for  the  last,  he  trusted  to  the  re^ 
suit  of  his  present  designs,     In  reviewing  the  last 
hour  and  half,  he  felt  a  satisfaction  that  raised  his 
spirits  ;  he  was  conscious  to  the  pleasure  of  having 
behaved  well ;  and  conceiving  it  the  shortest  path 
to  the  heart  of  Gertrude,  he  was  encouraged  tp 
persevere  ;  for  his  lordship  had  about  him  a  very 
excusable  sort  of  pride,    which  would  not  have 
suffered  him  to  rest  content  with  her  acquiescence 
in  good  fortune :  he  was  resolved,  if  possible,  to  be 
the  man  of  her  choice;    and  without  he  attained 
this  pre-eminence,  the  measures  she  had  thus  ftr 

pursuedi 
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pursued,  told  him  tiiat  he  had  no  chance  of  over- 
coming the  independence  of  her  character :  she 
might,  he  was  aware,  feel  exquisitely  grateful : 
she  might  be  the  truest  friend  man  could  find,  or 
desire  to  find ;  she  might  sacrifice  her  life  in  his 
service,  and  yet  she  might  mortify  him  in  his  wish 
to  possess  her  affections.  He  could  not,  he  confest 
to  himself,  at  present  boast  much  progress  ;  but  thj? 
very  justice  that  he  feared,  encouraged  him,  since 
he  was  certain  she  would  not  withhold  what  she 
saw  him  using  every  means  to  merit ;  and  it  was  his 
intention  to  prevent,  by  all  the  vigilance  in  his 
power,  the  intrusion  of  any  competitor  for  his  fu- 
ture happiness. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXVr. 


4  right  choice,     A  frustruted  plan.      A    bequest,  A  great 

secret  at  last  divulged.     Billets  doux.     A  visitor.  Business 

in  Loudon.     Changing  quarters.     Peace  of  mind.  Renewed 
industry.     The  ripening  scheme.     Iligh  notions. 

A  LETTER  from  Miss  Le  Sa^^e,  required  Gertrude 
to  write  instantly  on  Lord  Luxmore*s  departure. 
The  point  to  be  settled  was,  on  what  day  she  should 
comffience  her  life  of  labor ;  and  had  she  suffered 
the  earl's  hints  and  opposition  to  influence  her 
feelings,  not  unlike  those  of  taking  the  veil,  would 
have  preceded  this  final  arrangement.  Jier  firm- 
ness, she  knew,  would  give  her  ultimately  a  vic- 
tory; and  it  now  saved  her  from  the  insidious 
whispers  of  her  own  dejection.  Taking  a  few 
turns  at  ihe  back  of  her  house,  to  ruminate  on  the 
answer  she  was  about  to  give,  she  was  joined  by 
her  mother,  who,  as  if  she  had  fondly  hoped  the 
earl  would  stand  between  her  daughter  and  the 
necessity  of  industry,  gave  way  to  expressions  of 
regret,  and  blamed  herself  as  the  burjthen  which 
Gertrude  was  exerting  herself  to  support.  '  If  it 
were  not  for  me,'  said  she,  '  I  know  you  would 
live  with  Miss  Le  Sage,  and  be  so  happy !  and  now, 
I  know,  ypur  life  will  be  a  scene  of  care  and  fa- 
lisue/ 

'My 
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'  My  dear  mother,'  said  Gertrude,  '  you  look 
only  on  one  side  of  tlie  subject.  Happy  as  I  am 
in  Miss  Le  Sage's  friendship,  and  pleased  as  I  shall 
ever  be  to  enjoy  her  society,  there  are  many  things 
to  be  urged  in  favor  of  the  lot  I  have  chosen, 
which  give  it  an  advantage  over  such  a  situation 
as  that  she  was  so  kind  as  to  offer  me.  I  wish 
all  young  women  in  my  circumstances  could  feel 
.the  pleasure  I  promise  myself,  in  a  home  where  I 
can  have  the  gratification  of  living  with  you,  and 
can  receive  my  friends  with  a  little  unshackled 
hospitality.  I  hope  you  do  not  entertain  any  idea 
that  I  am  degrading  myself:  on  the  contrary,  I 
feel  very  happy  in  being  so  placed  as  rather  to 
afibrd  encouragement  to  others,  who  may  have  to 
discuss  the  question  for  themselves.  The  world 
is,  I  flatter  myself,  always  just  enough  to  make  a 
distinction  between  a  mere  adventurer  and  one 
in  my  situation;  and  sach  friends  as  we  have, 
will  secure  us.  I,  by  no  means,  will  make  myself 
a  slave  to  my  profession  ;  you  shall  see  I  can  do 
my  duty,  and  yet  be  happy.  I  have  said,  that 
just  what  I  would  do  with  six  daughters  of  my 
own,  will  I  do  for  the  six  entrusted  to  me ;  and 
this  seems  to  satisfy  every  body  to  whom  I  have 
spoken  on  the  subject.  Were  these  children  mine, 
I  should  take  a  governess  and  engage  masters ; 
this  I  shall  do  now  :  and  as  I  should  not  be  easy 
if  the  persons  1  engaged  were  not  such  as  I  coald 
rely  on,  I  shall  make  no  scruple  of  being  respon- 
sible for  those  I  employ,  and  for  the  improvement 
^nade  under  them.     Not  having  ^one  half  what 

I  wi^h 
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I  wish  to  do  for  myself,  I  shall,  by  pursuing  my 
employments  in  the  sight  of  the  young  people,  set 
them  an  example  of  application,  and  encourage 
them  to  overcome  difficulties  ;  and  as  their  tastes 
and  abilities  lead  them,  I  shall  make  them  my 
lellow-students ;  but  believe  me,  you  will  not  see 
me  in  the  post  either  of  jailor  or  nursery-maid ; 
and  I  shall  always,  I  hope,  have  time  to  pay  my 
duty  to  you,  and  a  chearful  spirit  to  make  your 
life  pleasant' 

She  quitted  her  mother  to  write  her  letter,  when 
she  was  surprised  by  seeing  a  new  piece  of  furni- 
ture on  her  table ;  it  was  a  writing-desk,  of  a  very 
handsome  description  ;  and  she  doubted  not  she 
was  indebted  for  it  to  Mr.  Mudd's  kind  attention. 
Opening  it,  she  saw  a  letter  directed  to  herself; 
and  turning  it,  the  seal  changed  her  ideas,  and  she 
saw  it  was  from  Lord  Lux  more  :  the  obligation 
seemed  the  same,  though  the  person  claiming  her 
gratitude  was  changed.  She  broke  the  seal  and 
read :        - 

*  My  very  dear  madam, 

'  The  state  of  my  mind  will  not  allow 
me  to  see  the  agitation  I  may  cause  in  your's, 
if  I  speak  to  you  on  the  subject  that  gives  birth 
to  this ;  you  will  therefore  forgive  the  formality. 

*  On  texamining  Lady  Luxmore's  papers,  I  find 
a  will  made  only  the  day  before  her  decease  ;  the 
brevity  of  it  proves  that  she  was  then  too  ill  to  ex* 
ercise  much  thought,  as  it  bequeaths  dvery  thing 
to  me,  with  a  list  of  names  as  small  legatees.     It 

refers 
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refers  however  to  a  paper  which  I  find  inclosed 
in  it,  which  is  an  engagement  on  her  part,  on  con- 
dition her  uncle  forebore  to  make  you  independent 
of  her,  that  she  would,  at  her  decease,  provide  for 
you  by  the  bequest  of  a  sum  of  money  specified  in 
this  engagement.  The  sum  is  twelve  thousand 
pounds ;  Mr.  Sterling  s  library  and  collection  of  all 
kinds,  are  to  accompany  it. 

*  I  hope  I  need  not  add,  that  I  feel  sincerely 
happy  in  executing  my  share  of  this  trust ;  and 
though  I  should  have  rejoiced  in  its  originating 
with  myself,  yet  as  it  is  put  in  a  train  that  cannot 
admit  of  any  scruple  on  your  part,  I  willingly  re- 
press my  wish,  and  prefer  your  ease. 

*  You,  or  your  friend  Mr.  Mudd,  shall  have 
every  satisfaction  on  the  subject  of  this  bequest, 
as  soon  as  I  am  a  little  settled,  when,  as  your  pro-' 
perty  is  funded,   I  must  trouble  you  to  come  to 
town  ;    I  shall  then,  I  hope,  have  a  house  fit  for 
your  reception.     In  the  mean  time,  I  must  cer-  . 
tainly  intreat  that  your  present  plans  may  Be  im-\ 
mediately  renounced,   as  far  as  they  call  for  y6ur,_ 
laborious  exertions.     To  your  remaining,  for  the 
present,  where  I  hope  in  a  few  hours  to  find  you, 

I  cannot  suppose  there  can  be  any  objection. 

*  You  must  allow  me  the  pleasure  of  honoring 
your  drafts  for  cash,  till  you  are  in  possession  of 
your  property,  and  till  I  cease  to  exist,  that  of  prov- 
ing myself 

*  Tour's  with  the  highest  esteem, 

LUXMORE.' 
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P.  S.  The  wooden  envelope  of  this,  begs  a  place 
on  your  table,  and  he  who  offers  it,  the  saaie 
in  your  memory. 

Gertrude  was  speechless :  Gertrude  was  breath- 
less ;  and  her  mother  having  allowed  her,  as  she 
thought,  time  to  write  her  letter,  found  her  nearly 
in  this  state.  The  attempt  to  i^piy  to  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, relieved  her  by  tears :  and  a  message  from 
My.  and  Mrs,  Mudd,  with  whom  she  and  her  mo- 
ther were  engaged  to  dine,  surprised  them,  before 
tiiey  had  regained  tiie  tranquillity  of  their  minds. 

On  entering  at  Mr.  Mudd's,  all  eyes  were  in- 
voluntarily turned  on  Gertrude,  as  if  to  know  the 
result  or  etfectof  Lord  Luxmore's  visit.  She  had, 
in  her  hand,  the  letter  that  had  so  agreeably  dis- 
turbed her :  and  &he  no\v  gave  it  to  Mr.  Mudd,  to 
cojnmunicatc  its  contents. 

The  feelings  of  her  friends,  and  their  expressions 
of  them,  did  not  disappoint  her  :  ^  I  knew,'  said 
Mr,  Mudd,  *  it  was  impossible  that  your  old  friend 
could  go  to  his  gmve  and  forget  you.  Well !  my 
dear  3?oung  lady,  God  bless  you  with  your  well- 
merited  fortune  ;  we  may  not  be  as  necessary  to 
you  as  you  thought  we  should  be ;  but  you  will 
riDt,  I  am  "sure,  cast  us  off:  here's  my  wife  crying 
like  a  baby,  or  as  if  she  grudged  you  your  hap- 
piness.' 

Money,  had  it  been  conveyed  in  mines,  could 
not- excite  t'ne  Jealousy  of  Lady  Eima.  She  testi- 
jied  her  joy  in  the  handsomest  terms,  and  referred 
to  j^Ir.  Sterling's  liberality  as  only  an  act  of  jus- 
tice, 
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tice,  while  on  Gertrude  she  bestowed  every  praise 
that  could  prove  her  sense  or  her  worth.  [She  con- 
gratulated her  that  this  bequest  had  never  been  pur- 
chased by  the  sacrifice  of  her  sincerily,  and  vvith 
the  most  winning  condescension,  pointed  out  to 
jMrs.  Aubrey,  her  happiness  hi  possessing  such  a 
daughter,  and  in  having  the  power  to  give  value 
to  that  which  would  not  have  consoled  her  for  her 
absence.  She  concluded  a  sentence  of  some  elo- 
quence, with  a  confession  that  Lord  Lux  more  had 
*  behaved  like  a  most  honourable  fathel',  and  by 
hoping  that  her  dear  friend  would  alwa3^s  have 
cause  to  consider  him  as  sucL'  Mrs.  Mu dd  wiped 
her  eyes,  and  looked  fidgetty  :  Mr.  Mudd  repeated 
his  expressions  of  joy  and  offers  of  service,  while 
the  eldest  daughter,  throwing  her  slender  arms 
round  Gertrude's  neck,  burst  into  tears  of  gene- 
rous congratulation  and  tender  sympathy. 

Gertrude  took  the  advice  of  her  friends  on  her 
reply  she  must  make  to  Lord  Luxmore's  prohi- 
bition ;  and  it  was  unanimously  in  favor  of  her 
obedience.  Her  head,  her  hands,  and  her  heart, 
had  now  occupation  enough  to  exclude  impleasaut 
images  ;  and  in  expressing  her  gratitude  to  the 
earl,  she  felt  it  increased  towards  the  Superior 
Source  that  gave  it  cause. 

Having  dispatched  those  letters  winch  the  alter- 
ation in  her  finances  rendered  necessary,  her  first 
care  was  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Sydenham,  if  not 
the  newi  of  her  fortune,  her  feelings  on  the  subject. 

She 
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She  earnestly  requested  him  and  Mrs.  Brett  to  be 

hfer  first  guests,  and  particularly  bespoke  the  as-^ 

sistance  of  the  former,  in  arranging  that  precious 

part  of  her  possessions,  the  library  in  which  her 

mind  had  found  its  first  aliment,  and  the  collection 

on  which  her  taste  had  been  formed. 

■» 

We  have  been  ingenuous  in  divulging  the  earl's 
state  of  mind  and  his  views.  Lady  Elma  has 
saved  us  all  trouble,- by  speaking  for  herself :  wd 
will  now  be  explicit  as  to  our  favorite  Gertrude, 
and  confess,  for  such  is  the  weakness  of  human 
irature  I  that  possessing  now,  almost  within  hef 
grasp,  all  those  moderate  enjoyments  which  the 
world  gives  without  its  poisons ;  having  recovered 
her  aimable  parent,  whose  very  imbecility  served 
only  to  attach  her  daughter ;  settled  in  an  elegant 
abode,  rich  beyond  her  most  reasonable  expectt* 
tions,  surrounded  by  friends,  and  becoming  every 
day  more  extensively  known  and  esteemed,  and; 
moreover,  having  it  in  her  power  to  appreciate  the 
good  she  was  enjoying,  by  its  contrast  to  the  for- 
mer evils  of  her  life  :  notwithstanding  all  this;  and 
the  acquittal  with  which  her  conscience  supported 
her,  Gatty  Aubrey  was  far,  very  far  from  a 
happy  being  ;  and  every  hour  served  to  shew  her, 
that,  without  exertions  greater  than  even  her  state 
of  bondage  had  called  on  her  to  make,  she-  must 
still  sink  into  an  indifference  to  the  things-  of  this 
world,  that  would  be  an  ill  return  for  what  it  had 
afforded  hf r. 

8  The 
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The  catastrophe  of  Lord  Portargis  was,  in  itselt 
and  its  circumstances,  sufficient  to  account  for 
much  of  the  pensive  cast  of  her  mind  :  she  knew 
no  time  of  life  when  she  had  not  been  prone  to 
thought ;  and  if  to  think  was  her  habit  when  her 
faculties  were  merely  collecting  their  occupations, 
the  habit  must  be  strengthened  by  events  of  lite 
so  very  occupying  as  those  which  slie  had  recently 
M'itnessed.  Their  nature  had  little  to  produce  ex- 
hilaration ;  and  the  early,  the  violent,  the  unjusti- 
fiable death  of  him  whom  she  had  taken  to  her 
heart  as  a  brother,  and  loved  with  all  his  faults, 
was  an  event  not  to  be  soon  melted  into  the  mass 
of  common  occurrences,  or  reflected  on  without 
the  most  am-avatin^  suojgjestions. 

The  blow  had  struck  deeply  in  her  heart ;  and 
she  felt  convinced,  that  the  period  of  her  existence 
could  not  be  extended  to  a  time  that  would  ob- 
literate the  scar ;  but,  for  many  reasons,  she  was 
not  loquacious  on  the  subject.  To  those  who,  for 
.want  of  knowledge,  could  not  estimate  the  cause 
of  her  sorrow,  she  felt  it  unavailing  to  describe 
it ;  and  as  she  could  not  boast  of  her  friendship, 
she  was  content  that  it  should  be  forgotten.  Every 
mention  of  the  misfortune,  every  accidental  re- 
ference to  the  time  when  Lord  Portargis  was  one 
of  his  family,  in  the  presence  of  Lady  Elma,  drew 
from  her  expressions  so  implying  the  monopoly  of 
his  regard,  and  so  deploring  he?'  '  having  left  him 
to  himself,'  as  the  cause  of  the  fatal  occurrence, 
that  Gertrude,  though  not  much  subject  to  female 
vanity  or  silly  pretensions,  felt  a  little  opposition 
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rising,  as  we  do,  when  Mrs.  Yeastly,  after  having 
intreated  poor  Griselda  Camomile  to  introduce  her 
to  her  friend  Sir  Altamont,  nods  to  lier  in  an  assem- 
bly, and  kindly  gives  her  a  message  from  the  ba- 
ronet :  '  As  he  had  time  only  for  one  call,  he  says 
to  me,  *  My  dear  Mrs.  Yeastly  do, — for  I  know  you 
are  so  good, — tell  your  Miss  Camomile,  that 
when  I  call  on  you  next,  1  will,  contrive  to  see 
her-^" 

*  Accurate  observers  have,  at  various  times,  been  struck 
with  the  proofs  that  this  world  was  originally  intended  for 
a  very  beautiful  garden,   inhabited   by  beings  worthy  of  it; 
but  our  observations,  in   the  present  day,  sometimes  incline 
us  to  conclude   from  its   produce,  that  it  was  rather  what 
Cowpcr  calls  that  '  stercoraceous  heap/  which  makes  a  pro- 
ductive garden.     *  She  cut  like  liver,'  we  recollected  as  tiie 
height  of  praise  bestowed    on  a  heap    of   this  kind   when 
proved  by  a  purchaser  ;   but  not  even  this  soundness  can  we 
hope  to  exhibit  in  our  heap.     One   of  its  now   weeds,  is  of 
the  class  we  have  here  alluded  to;    and  when  in  full  bloom, 
it  .will  sometimes   produce  on  the  senses  a  sort  of  Phantas- 
magoria of  strife,  about  as  important  and  as  interesting  as  the 
contest  of  ducks  in  a  stagnant  pool,   for  a  newl3'-capturc(r 
worm.  The  race  of  Yeastly  are  grand  exhibitions  in  such  delu- 
ftions  :   they  snalch  at  our  friends,  our  words,  our  opinions, 
nay,  our  thoughts,  to  say  nothing  of  our  fashioHs.    Lady  Ra- 
pacia  Yeastly,  the  head  of  the  female-branch  of  this  house, 
is  in  live  minutes,  if  we  will  believe  her,  in  the  most  intimate 
confidence  of  those  who  have  been  the  companions  of  our 
earlifst  days,    and  will  occasionally,  with  great  condescen- 
sion,  tell  us  as  much  as  she  is  at  liberty    to   reveal,    of  our 
nearest  connections:  she  takes  up,  with  a  fostering  care,  those 
whom  we  have  striven  to  serve,  and  relieves  us  by  intimating 
her  intention  to  discharge  our  duties  ;    while  Sir  Puft'ball, 
her  husband,  is  so  very  obliging  as   to  invite  us  to  dine,  and 
endeavor  *  to  get  to  meet  us,'  precisely  the  persons  to  whom 

we 
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But  Still  there  was  a  character  about  Gertrude's 
pensiveness,  that  even  the  deeply-felt  misfortune  in 
Lord  Luxmorc's  family  could  not  claim  as  con- 
nected with  it.  It  was  not  grief;  it  was  not  simple 
Kielancholy ;  it  was  rather  despair  of  this  world's 
power  to  rill  the  human  heart :  it  was,  as  far  as 
merely  regarded  herself,  a  recklessness  "of  her  fate: 
it  was  a  wish  for  seclusion,  an  indisposition  to  ex- 
ertion :  it  was  a  feeling  of  which  some  have  boasted^ 
but  of  which  she  was  ashamed  ;  it  was  wayward, 
bumorsome,  and  irrational ;  it  was  unbecoming,  in 
her  strict  judgment  of  herself,  one  whorp  the  world 
and  her  teachers  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  harden 
into  adamant.  . 

The  cause  of  this  had  occurred,  though  then  in- 
sensibly to  herself,  in  those  days  of  delight,  spent, 

we  introduced  hiiii  at  our  own  table  tlie  week  before.  Iler 
ladyship  kindly  informs  us  of  the  bad  qualities  or  mean  ori- 
gin of  those  whom  we  love-  and  honor  ;  a  man  of  wotth  and 
distinction,  in  her  sketch,  is  a  person  of  a  very  different 
character  ;  a  woman  of  the  first  connections,  she  paints  as 
risen  from  sordidness,  and  all  because  she  meets  them  in 
our  drawing-room  :  were  they  her  own'  friends,  they  would 
be  of  the  first  class  in  society  and  in  virtue  :  her  daughters 
are  astonished  that  our  young  friends  havb  not  all  the 
new  manuscript-music,  when  Mey  can  get  it  so  easily,  and 
wolider  that  we  wear  English  laces  when  t/uy  have  all  theirs 
from  Fiance. 

We  could  write  an  essay  on  this  topic  ;  we  could  illustrate 
it  bravely  J  but  M'e  will  simply  ask  three  questions':  Do  Sir 
Puii'ball  and  his  lady,  or  Mrs.  Yeastly,  or  the  Miss  Yeastlys, 
know  what  we  say  of  them  ? — Have  they  heard  that  we  in- 
tend to  say  the  same  to  tbem  ?  Does  the  world  not  know 
that  the  whole  family  is  composed  of  persons  with  three  qua- 
lities in  equal  proportion -^craft,  c.Trontery,  and  falshood  ? 

VOL.  IV.  A  a  yeari^ 
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years  before,  at  Luxmore  rectory-house.     She  had 
not  beeri  aware  that  in  the  wish  that  Portargis  had 
resembled  Basil  Sydenham',  her"  heart  had  made  its 
election;  and  the  situation  in  which  he  then  was 
engaged  with  Miss  Brett,  would,  had  it  remain- 
ed   unchanged,    have  prevented   hei^   ever    per- 
ceiving it     This  justifiable  partiality,  so  far  from 
impeding  her  acceptance   of  any  fair   establish- 
ment in  life,  rather  promoted  it,  by  rendering  her 
less  fastidious,  as  when  in  our  purchases,  we  can- 
tiot  have  precisely  what  we  want  or  wish,  we  take, 
with  little   farther   search,  what  v^e  describe   as 
'  suiting  us.'     The  knowing  of  Miss  Brett's   ca- 
price had   reached  her  at  a  time  when  she  must 
have  fallen  short  of  her  own  expectations,  had  she 
suffered  it  to  influence  her;  and  she  would  have 
thought  it  a  crim^  not  to  be  expiated,  had  she  made 
a  sentiment,  wliich  she  fqlt  presuming,  and  which 
no  one  could  encourage,  a  reason  for  resisting  the. 
then  ardent  wishes  of  the  earl  and  the  viscount. 

Impressed  with  the  idea  of  her  dependence,  she 
had,  iTom  her  first  recollection  of  it,  compelled  her^ 
self  to  submit:  shehoid  submitted  to  the  viscount's 
views,  she  h-dd  submitted  to  his  caprice;  but  it  Was 
1  submission,  in  the  latter  instance,  that  must  pro- 
bably have  cost  her  her  life,  had  her  confidence  in 
him  allowed  him  to  possess  more  than  her  good- 
will. That  occupation  of  her  mind  and  attention 
which  she  had  found  on  returning  from  Brighton, 
had  saved  her  from  sinking  into  unavailing  regret; 
and  the  subsequent  attainment  of  her  most  earnest 
wish  in  meeting  with  her  m.Qther,  had,  she. hoped, 

I  driven 
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driven  from  lier  meditations,  though  nOt  from  her 
remembrance,  the  subject  on  which  they  were  top 
prone  to  indulge. 

Despising,  as_was  consistent  with  her  training, 
all  weak  passion^.  di*eading  the  admission  of  any 
inordinate  affection,  fearful  that  any  symptom  of 
discontent  might  endanger  the  tenure  of  all  sh& 
possessed,  she  was  prepared  for  every  trial,  but 
that  she  met ;  and  now,  when  she  had  hoped  to  en- 
joy the  fruits  of  a  victory,  to  which  that  over  aa 
enemy  is  not  to  be  compared,  she  had  anew  the 
conflict  to  sustain,  and,  as  it  were,  in  her  q^vm 
tent. 

Lady  Elma's  kindness  and  confidence,  added, 
beyond  measure,  to  the  severity  of  what  she  had  to 
endure  :  and  when  she  would  have  been  employed 
in  making  those  arrangements  which  every  one  ex- 
pected from  her  on  the  annunciation  of  Mr.  Ster- 
ling's bequest,  she  began  to  revolve  the  possibility 
of  escaping  to  some  corner  of  the  kingdom,  where 
she  might  know,  only  by  report,  that  which  she 
almost  detested  herself  for  not  wishing  might  suc- 
ceed. 

But  to  do  this,  she  must  overcome  an  army  of 
opposing  circumstances ;  nay,  she  saw  not  any 
tiling,  short  of  a  confession  of  her  motives,  thai 
could  procure  her  emancipation  from  the  affec- 
tionate bonds  that  held  her  ;  and  this  confession 
must  be  made  exactly  to  those  persons  from  whom 

she  most  wished  to  conceal  her  sentiments ^it 

•was  impossible ;    she  had   no  option  :    she  must 
A  a  2  abide 


abide  the  storm  ;  and  she  resolved  to  do  so  witlY^ 
Out  shrinking. 

Lady  Eima  continued  her  communications  :  she' 
had  corresponded  with  Colonel  Sydenham  on  the 
subject  that  absorded  her  :  she  had  requested  hi& 
opinion  of  such  and  such  gentlemen  of  his  and  her 
acquaintance  :  she  had  laughed  at  her  power  of 
iTiis-leatlihg  him,  and  after  a  thousand  pretty  co- 
quetteries  and  playful  schemes  for  divulging  to 
him  his  own  happy  share  in  the  secret,  she  bad — 
but  perhaps  oar  young  readers  would  like  to  see  a 
correspondence  of  billets-doiLV.  We  will  give  a- 
few  ;  the  originals  are  easily, referred  to;  they  are 
in  French.  We  may  be  trusted;  for  we  should 
not  dajx  to  invent  what  we  copy. — Let  the  lady 
speak  first  * 

*  I  will  positively  execute  my  design.  I  amde- 
dded  on  telling  you  the  name  of  the  person  I  have 
c^hosen/ 


^IS^SWER. 

'  You  make  me  tremble :  if  I  should  not  a(p^ 
prove  your  taste,  resolved  and  prejudiced  as  you 
acre,  I  see  clearly  you  will  never  suffer  me  to  ap- 
proach you  again.  I  am  too  much  interested  in 
preserving  the  honor  of  your  friendship,  to  listen 
to  a  confidence  that  would  risk  my  losing  it.  I 
will  not  know  any  thing :  I  intreat  you  most  ear- 
nestly, never  again  to  mention  this  affair  to  me/ 
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THE  LADY. 

*  Your  reasons  have  no  w-eight  with  me ;  I  am 
determined  to  name  the  person : — he  is  of  your 
acquaintance/ 

ANSWER. 

*  I  cannot  defend  myself  against  you ;  but  you 
will  oblige  me  by  deferring  your  intention,  till  to- 
morrow/ 

THE  LADY. 

^  I  shall  not  obey  you.  Friday  is  an  unlucky 
day.  I  wait  only  to  settle  my  method.  I  know 
not  whether  I  like  best  to  write  it,  or  to  make  you 
come  to  hear  it.  I  believe,  at  our  next  meeting, 
I  shall  breathe  on  one  of  the  mirrors  in  our  audi- 
ence-chamber,  and  trace  the  name  with  my  finger ; 
but  not  on  a  Friday.' 

ANSWER. 

'  If  I  can  render  you  any  service-,  and  you  chuse 
to  trust  paper,  I  give  you  my  word  as  a  gentleman, 
and  my  honor  as  a  soldier,  not  to  read  what  you 
write,  tillaft^r  twelve  on  Friday  night'. 

A  few  steps  more  in  this  pretty  badinage,  eithe 
brought  the  matter  to  a  proper  state  of  maturity , 
or  exhausted  her  ladyship's  playful  powers.     An 
inclosed  sheet,  blarik,  save  the  words, 

'  C'est  vous/ 

seemed  to  settle  the  business. 

Gertrude, 
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Gertrude,  by  this  time,  steeled  in  armor,  more 
than  her  own,  against  tlie  arrows  to  which  her  si- 
tuation exposed  her,  read  these  words  with  perfect 
steadiness,  and  commented  on  them  by  observing 
that  her,  '  ladyship's  mind  must  now  be  greatly  re- 
lieved.' 

The  colonel's  answer,  it  must  be  supposed, 
came  quickly,  for  who  could  be  tepid  in  such  as- 
stonishing  good  fortune  ?  The  world  had  nothing 
to  give  which  was  not  included  in  Lady  Elma's 
partial  preference  :  his  freedom  from  all  other  en- 
gagements, which  he  had  confessed  to  her,  his  ad- 
piiration  of  her  which  he  openly  acknowledged,  her 
rank,  her  present  great  wealth,  and  greater  pro- 
spects, her  natural  endowments,  her  cultivated 
niind,  her  fascinations,  and  the  worth  that  obvi- 
ously accompanied  them,  rendered  her  one  of  the 
first  matches  in  the  kingdom,  and  him  to  whom 
she  could  give  her  hand,  the  most  enviable  of  men. 

For  a  reason,  to  the  dull  comprehension  of  Ger- 
trude not  very  evident,  unless  it  were  founded  in 
iffelicacy  not  heretofore  awake,  she  was  not  in- 
formed of  the  tenor  of  the  colonel'^  reply.  Her 
ladyship  now,  as  it  were,  reposing  on  the  trophies 
sh^  had  won,  talked  less,  and  seemed  to  think 
more,  and  appeared  to  her  firiend  more  amiable^ 
more  interesting  than  ever. 

This  important  business  was  thus  situated,  when 
Lord  Luxmore  made  a  second  visit  to  Gertrudb, 
ostensibly  to  atone  for  his  former  rudeness  to  her 
friends.  The  fortnight  that  had  elapsed  since  she 
saw  him,  had  done  rnuch  to  the  restoration  of  his 

spiritg 
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Spirits  and  the  improvement  of  his  looks  :  he  was 
extremely  interested  in  the  fitting  up  his  town- 
house,  and  took  the  opinion  of  every  one,  on  mat- 
ters of  taste  connected  with  it.  He  expressed  le&s 
pleasure  than  she  had  expected,  in  seeing  her  abode 
so  nearly  in  complete  order:  everything  there  had 
his  cool  approbation ;  but  he  was  too  prudent  to 
advise  vast  undertakings  :  he  received  her  personal 
acknowledgements  with  the  elegant  moderation  of  a 
man  used  to  confer  favors;  and  he  made  an  ap- 
pointment with  her  for  meeting  hjm  at  IVIiss  Le 
Sage's,  to  make  her  property  her  own.  He  seem- 
ed not  at  all  insensible  to  the  joy  of  seeing  Lady 
Elma;  and  Mr.  IMudd's  hospitality  he  accepted 
chearfully.  To  Colonel  Sydenham,  whenever,  they 
met,  he  was  polite,  though  at  first  distant;  but 
his  visit,  extended  to  a  week,  ^ve  him  time  for 
^observation ;  and  he  seemed  to  have  discovered 
enough  to  allow  him  to  be  cordial.  He  hinted  to 
Gertrude  his  suppositions  of  Lady  Lima's  inten- 
tions; but  either  she  did  not  feel  at  liberty,  or  she 
was  not  inclined  to  confirm  them. 

Every  one  did  their  utmost  to  shew  the  earl 
respect,  or  to  give  him  pleasure;  he  was  Mr, 
Mudd's  guest,  but  Gertrude's  daily  visitor;  and  he 
allowed  her  to  talk  of  the  delight  she  should  have 
in  disposing  of  IMr.  Sterling's  invaluable  addition 
to  his  pecuniary  munificence,  in  the  rooms  now 
preparing  for  his  collection,  and  to  communicate 
her  plans  of  domestic  management;  but,  as  if  to 
save  discussion,  he  gave  an  affirmative  to  every 

thing, 
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thing,    and  convinced   her  she  must  resort  else- 
where for  opinion. 

Well  acquainted  as,  she,  by  this  time,  was  with 
Lady  Elma,  whose  kindness  to  her  had  never  re- 
laxed, she  was  not  no^y  surprised  at  the  gentle 
dominion  she  exercised  over  the  other  sex.  Her 
predilection  was  evident ;  but  it  did  not  prevent 
her  offering  to  the  earl  every  attention  that  could 
distinguish  hirp.  Her  conversation  in  company 
was  mqre  aniniated  and  animating  than  ever ;  and 
Gertrude  felt  grateful  to  it  for  sparini:^  her  exer- 
tions, and  for  hiding,  as  she  hqped  it  did,  her  want 
of  power  to  make  them.  On  her  great  principles 
of  action,  she  could  submit  to  see  every  one  hap- 
pier than  herself :  the  lesson  had  been  early  taught 
and  well  learned  ;  but  she  had  no  hypocrisy  to 
bring  forward. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  saw, — and  would  have  grieved, 
had  she  known  the  cause, — the  fading  hue  of  her 
daughter's  chearfulness ;  but  watching  her  assidu- 
ously, though  with  a  mind  too  much  prejudiced  tq 
form  a  just  decision,  she  was  every  hour  more  con- 
firmed in  her  belief  that  the  suspense  attendant  on 
Lord  Luxmore's  situation,  was  the  only  possible 
source  of  uneasiness  to  her :  she  dared  not  ask  or 
hint :  but  this  second  visit  qf  the  earFs  did  much 
to  remove  her  anxiety,  as  it  convinced  her  that  her 
daughter  was  his  principal  object :  she  consequently- 
persuaded  herself  that  all  would  come  right  at 
last,  and  that  she  should  yet  live  *  to  see  Gatty  a 
countess." 

When  his  lordship  departed,  Mrs.  Aubrey  and 

her 
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her  daughter  accepted  his  convoy,  and  were  set 
down  at  the  house  of  good  Miss  Le  Sage,  who, 
making  herself  useful  to  all  who  had  any  claim  to 
her  kindness,  seemed  to  pay  herself  for  her  exer- 
tions in  the  benefits  she  afforded  others.  Her 
congratulations  gave  added  value  to  their  cause; 
andi,  Gertrude  was  as  much  the  oi)icct  of  her  so- 
licitude, as  when  that  solicitude  had  assumed  the 
character  of  a  duty. 

A  few  days  dispatched  the  business  for  which 
Gertrude  visited  London  ;  and  having  gratified  the 
€arl  by  viewing  his  house,  approving  his  plans, 
and  assisting  in  the  choice  of  his  furniture,  the  la- 
dies returned  home,  when  the  first  news  that  met 
them  was  the  sudden  summons  of  Colonel  Syden- 
ham to  Guernsey,  and  the  departure  of  Lady 
El  ma  to  take  up  her  abode  in  the  same  place. 

Gertrude  felt  relieved  :  she  seemed  now  able  to 
breathe  again  ;  and,  determined  to  make  every 
exertion,  necessary  to  a  complete  conquest  of  her- 
self, when  thus  aided  by  circumstances,  she  suf- 
fered not  a  moment  to  pass  without  its  full  freight 
of  employment :  she  methodized  every  thing  con- 
nected with  her  family,  that  she  might  not  be  in- 
terrupted by  petty  concerns ;  and  she  put  her  fa- 
culties and  her  occupations  in  train  for  proceeding 
in  those  branches  of  elegant  knowledge  which 
were  not  yet  fully  her  own. 

In  the  disposal  of  her  time,  and  the  regulation 
of  her  houshold,  she  availed  herself  of  what  she 
had  learnt  in  the  transient'  acquaintance  she  had 
enjoyed  with  good  Lady  Mary  Sydenham.     She 

designed 
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designed  neither  to  live  on  the  world,  nor  without 
it ;  and  as  Mr.  Mudd's  computation  told  her  that  she 
u:^ight  spend  a  few  weeks  of  the  spring  in  London, 
she  meant  then  to  store  her  hive  with  mental  food 
for  tlie  rest  of  the  year.  To  have  a  few  select 
friends  in  succession,  as  her  guests,  she  thought 
preferable  to  *  gala-days ;'  and  to  invite  none 
who  would  compel  her  to  a  waste  of  time,  was 
equally  a  part  of  her  system. 

Inestimable  to  her  was  her  vicinity  to  Mr. 
l-iudd.'s  family.  Every  day  brought,  indeed,  fresh 
favors,  but  conferred  so  as  to  make  no  wound. 
They  took  such  pains  to  convince  her  that  the  con- 
sumption of  her  family  could  not  be  felt  in  the 
product  of  their  extensive  gardens  of  all  sorts  : 
they  were  so  ingeoious  in  contriving  ways  to  be 
kind,  and  tliey  had  such  pleasure  in  the  acceptance 
of  their  kindness,  that  to  be  scrupulous  would  have 
argued  pride  or  distrust  In  Mr.  Mudd,  she  had 
just  the  friend  she  needed ;  a  man  used  to  busi- 
ness, acquainted  with  the  world,  and  neither  its 
dupe  nor  its  tyrant.  He  knew  not  only  the  best 
way  of  winning  in  its  race,  but  of  carrying  off 
the'prize  without  injury  or  offence  tQ  his  compe- 
titors. Strong  sense,  unobtrusive  manners,  a 
prompt  diction,  and  a  fund  of  genuine  mirth,  gave 
variety,  even  to  invariable  i^ood  spirits  and  good 
humor ;  and  the  modest  independence  of  his  ctia- 
racter  without  exacting  respect,  obtained  it  from  all 
who  could  .judge  of  him.  His  health  having  suf- 
fered by  iiis  attcndar.ce  on  parliament,  he  gave  up 
Izis  seat  after  one  st&sion,  and  when  Speaking  to 

Gertrude 
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Gertrude  alone,  jocosely  referred  to  the  fortunate 
circumstance,  as  the  only  one  that  could  have  ena- 
bled him  to  retrieve  the  false  step  Lady  Eimas 
witcheries  had  tempted  him  to  make.  '  What,'  said 
he,  *  can  pay  such  a  hum  drum  man  as  myself,  for 
the  sacrifice  of  good  air  and  a  quiet  life?  Why  am 
I  to  irritate  my  nerves  by  witnessing  the  cabals  of 
politicians  ?  It  may  suit  those  who  have  been  hack- 
neyed in  the  business  of  offices,  or  who  have  their 
own  or  their  children's  fortunes  to  advance,  but  1 
should  be  ashamed  to  ask  any  thing  of  my  countiy; 
and,  at  my  time  of  life,  I  do  not  wish  to  learn  a 
new  trade.' 

*  You  know  not,  my  dear  madam,'  said  Ger- 
trude to  Mrs.  Mudd,  ^  the  comfort  ^'Ou  are  to  me. 
My  mother  would,  without  you,  feel  the  want  of 
a  friend  near  her  own  time  of  life :  in  you  she  has  a 
sister,  and  I  have  a  second  parent:  your  experience 
abates  my  fear  when  I  see  her,  or  fancy  I  see  her, 
below  her  usual  standard  of  health  :  you  seem  to 
guarantee  her  life — a  life  for  which  I  can  never  be 
sufficiently  grateful,  since  it  gives  me  a  duty  to 
perform,  the  most  congenial  to  my  feelings.' 

To  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  family,  whose 
sweet  disposition  and  elegant  talents  called  for  a 
friend  in  a  teacher,  Gertrude  was  able  to  render 
services  that,  in  the  e\es  of  the  parents,  overpaid 
all  their  friendship :  hours  of  application  were 
spent  together  ;  and  lovely  Mary  Mudd  had  the 
advantage  of  seeing  at  Mijs  Aubrey's,  persona  of 
taste  and  professois  of  the  arts  from  whom  she 
'Was  receiving  instructions ;    these  instructions  she 

communi- 
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communicated  to  Mary,  who  liked  no  other 
teacher  so  well ;  and  the  effort  made  for  the  one, 
confirmed  the  progress  of  the  other. 

Lord  Luxmore  was  frequent  in  his  visits ;  and 
though  the  good  manners  of  her  neighbors  pre- 
vented their  hinting  any  interpretation  of  his  assi- 
duities, Gertrude  saw  with  uneasiness  the  sense  in 
which  they  must  be  accepted  :  his  conduct  was  uni- 
form ;  and  the  affectionate  respect  she  experienced 
from  him,  left  her  nothing  to  wish  corrected  :  three 
months  had  expired  since  the  death  of  his  coun- 
tess ;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  hoped,  and  Gertrude 
feared,  every  next  visit  would  compel  her  to  reply : 
the  anxiety  wore  her  spirits,  and  it  began  to  affect 
her  health  ;  she  perceived  it,  and  resenting  the  in- 
jury she  was  doing  herself,  she,  after  a  very  serir 
ous  consideration,  converted  her  anxiety  into  a 
fixed  resolution  to  refuse  the  seeming  temptation, 
come  when  it  might,  even  if  her  engaging  to  pass 
her  life  in  her  present  state,  were  necessary  to  make 
the  refusal  palatable  to  his  lordship. 

Mr.  Sydenham,  Mrs.  Brett,  and  Miss  Le  Sage, 
though  in  habits  of  correspondence  with  her,  had 
never  yet  thrown  out  any  idea  connecting  her  deS' 
tiny  with  that  of  the  earl ;  but  all  that  they  had  to 
report  of  him  was  so  much  to  his  advantage,  and 
they  seemed  so  forward  to  report  it,  that  their  good 
wishes  could  not  be  doubted,  and  as  little  could 
she  doubt  that  she  should  have  many  opinions  to 
cfr)ntend  against ;  but  she  hoped  the  same  argu- 
ipents,  resolvable  only  into  lier  o^\''n  choice,  would 

s^isfy 
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satisfy  each;  and  she  every  day  grew  stronger  in 
her  decision. 

Lady  Elma  had  written  frequently  and  confiden- 
tially, if  that  can  be  called  confidence,  which  hd-3 
no  other  prohibition  than  a  communication  be- 
tween the  many  included  in  it.  Gertrude  had 
been  compelled  to  read  her  transcript  of  the  con- 
versation of  Colonel  Sydenham  with  her,  on  the 
grand  subject  of  their  union,  in  which  she  cer- 
tainly admired  much  more  the  candor,  the  inde- 
pendence, the  modest  frankness,  and  solicitude  for 
the  security  of  her  happiness,  which  Sydenham, 
even  in  her  details,  evinced,  than  her  caution  or  re- 
serve. Lady  Elma  indeed  professed  that  when  her 
mind  Mas  fixed  on  a  subject,  nothing  could,  nor  ever 
should,  stop  her ;  and  she  now  added,  that  having 
proceeded  thus  far,  she  would  atchieve  her  pro- 
gress, or  retreat  with  a  ruin  that  should  make  all 
who  knew  her,  regret  her  failure.  The  only  possi- 
ble impediment  that  she  revealed,  though  there 
might  be  more,  seemed  the  feeble  objection  of  her 
munificent  uncle,  on  account  of  Sydenham's  want 
of  rank.  Her  ladyship  inclosed  to  Gertrude  the 
colonel's  last  replies,  as  if  claiming  peculiar  praise, 
but  intimated  that,  having  silenced  the  arguments 
in  them,  the  next  news  might,  and  she  must  confess 
she  ardently  hoped,  would  be  that  of  the  final  ar- 
rangement of  their  nuptials. 

We  will  give  the  papers  translated  : 

*  I  am  not  so  extravagant  as  to  dare  flatter  my- 
self with  th^t  which  cannot  be  possible :  but  singe 

vou 
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you  chuse  to  divert  yourself,  and  insist  on  my  re- 
plying, it  would  be  a  failure  in  respect  were  I  to 
be  silent :  I  am  going  therefore  to  speak  as  if  I 
gave  credit  to  all  that  you  have  done  me  the  ho- 
nor to  say.  Is  it  possible  that  you  can  think  of 
marrying  a  soldier,  who  has  nothing  but  his  pay, 
and  who  hopes  it  may  be  long,  very  long,  before 
he  inherits  a  sixpence  from  his  father  ? — this  father 
too,  you  will  recollect,  is  no  dignitary  of  the  church 
—a  plain  humble  parish- pHest! — What  a  father- 
in-law  for  you  in  your  present  magnificent  situa- 
tion, and  more  magnificent  prospects  1  That  I  may 
not  deceive  you,  let  me  here  say  that  nothing  can 
induce  me  to  quit  the  army. — I  detest  the  mean-' 
ness  of  a  man's  making  it  a  convenient  lounge  w  hen 
he  has  no  home  and  nothing  to  sacrifice,  and  re- 
nouncing it  as  soon  as  he  has  a  iire-side  of  his  own  : 
its  duties  I  have  ever  performed  with  pleasure ;  and 
I  confess  I  could  not,  with  my  own  approbation, 
stop  now,  when  my  experience  may  be  expected  to 
be  useful  to  my  country:  having  bespoken  your 
forbearance  in  this  point,  at  the  risk  of  your 
favor,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  assure  you  it  is  per- 
fectly consistent  with  the  highest  respect  for  you, 
and  the  deepest  sense  of  obligation  to  you.* 

'  Pray,  pray  re-consider  every  thing  before  you 
write  to  your  uncle — think  what  you  risk  !• — da 
not,  I  conjure  you,  write  till  we  have  met  again.' 

'  Why  would  you  not  grant  my  request  for  (Je- 
lay? — you  see  your  uncle  does  not  heartily  apprpve, 

tho' 
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tho'  he  may  perhaps  be  persuaded  by  such  hivlnciblc 
rhetoric  as  your's  ; — but  why  will  you  chuse  an  un- 
worthy creature,  whose  ill-supported  cause  needs 
your  eloquence? — I  vvill  speak  now  as  if  he  had 
consented,  and  ask  you  if  you  do  not  think  with  nic, 
that,  before  marriage,  the  parties  ought  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  eacii  other's  peculiar  humor— for 
every  one,  I  suppose,  has  hie  own  : — nobody  knows 
so  well  as  ourselves,  our  good  and  ill  qualities; 
therefore  I  must  speak  for  myself,  and  tell  you 
vt'hat  I  perceive  that  may  endanger  your  comforL 
— I  have  certainly  an  habitual  silence,  and  you 
seem  to  me  to  delight  in  conversation  :  in  this 
then,  I  fear,  we  shall  not  agree.  I  am  shut  up  in 
my  room,  when  I  have  one,  three  or  four  hours  at  a 
time ;  and  I  do  not  like  the  intrusion  evai  of  my 
servant. — I  believe  I  should  beat  any  one  who 
came  to  interrupt  nie : — the  rest  of  tlie  day,  I  am 
engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  my  profession,  and 
in  company  with  my  brotlier-ofBcers,  if  their  society 
pleases  me.— Leading  the  life  I  do,  I  see  not  how 
we  are  to  be  settled^ — you  will  not  like  baiTacks  ;  I 
cannot  do  my  duty  at  a  distance  from  njy  [ncn.  I  do 
not  know,  therefore,  how  I  can  ^Vake  time  for  tiiosc 
attentions  Which  you  have  a  right  to  expect: — you 
would  certainly  not  wish  for  a  husband,  who  took  no 
share  in  your  gay  pleasures,  and  who  had  no  power 
of  amusing  you.  Add  to  all  this,  the  ch^mces  of 
my  being  ordered  abroad,  and  my  earnest  wish  for 
it.  Remember,  marriage  is  not  an  engagement  for 
a  day,  and  that  it  behoves  v^;  in  your  exaltcdsl- 

tuation. 
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tuation,  to  consider  well  to  whom  you  give  your- 
self.— Pray  look  round  again,  and  find  some  one 
not  so  unworthy.  I  know  not  that  I  can  accept 
your  generosity.* 

It  was  with  that  sort  of  convinced  submission, 
■which  she  would  have  f^lt  in  a  race  \yith  one  who 
started  suddenly  into  a  giant's  height : — it  was  with 
that  confession  of  inferior  skill  which  she  woulct 
have  made  to  a  juggler  :— -it  was  with  disdain,  pe- 
culiarly her  own,  of  any  thnagthe  world  could  give, 
which  she  must  f;toop  to  receive,  that  Gertrude  Au- 
brey read  these  documents,  and  learnt  their  per- 
haps now  completed  effects.  *  I  have  never  ^een,*^ 
said  she,  '  an  instance  of  the  manner  in  which  a' 
marriage  of  passion,  on  the  side  of  the  woman,  is^ 
brought  about ;  but  if  these  means  be  iiecessary. 
Great  God  !  I  beseech  thee  remove  from  me  every 
such  temptation  ;  and  let  me,  in  hours  of  dejection, 
in  hours  of  weakness,  in  hours  of  hope  or  of  in- 
caution,  still  hold  firm  to  this  feeling  of  my  heart, 
that  not  even  Basil  Sydenham's  merits  can  deserve" 
that  a  woman  should  depart  from  that  which  she 
owes  to  herself,  to  her  sex,  and  to  the  character 
affixed  on  us  by  thy  hand.  I  can  suffer  ;  and  I 
know  I  shall  suffer  ;  but  nothing,  nothing  can  I  en- 
dure, equal  to  what  I  should  feel  had  I  made  such 
an  advance,  and  the  man  of  my  choice  had  so  re- 
ceived it.  I  sliould  honor  Sydenham  now,  more 
than  ever,  were  he  firm  •  but  he  will  marry  at  an 
advantage,  such  as  I  should  have  supposed  a  man 
of  real  honor  would  have  despised ;   and  he  has,  by 

his 
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his  ingenuousness,  taken  away  all  right  from  Lady 
Elma  to  complain :  he  may  slight  her  to  any  extent 
of  cruelty,  and  she  must  bear  it  in  silence :  h  j  can- 
not, I  am  sure,  respect  her,  and  yet  he  marries 
her: — can  I  respect  him? 


VOL.  iv„  B  b  CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  L.tXXVtr. 

An  attempt  to  do  good.  J  lesson  hj/  heart.  Hints  to  the  fi  J- 
getty.  An  interruption.  Proposals.  A  pumping.  A 
thorough  dislike.  An  attempt  to  do  harm.  Female  spite, 
A  female  "without  spitd, 

TwE  storm  in  Gertrude's  mind  begati  again  to 
sjbside;  and  simply  honest  to  herself,  free  from 
weakness  and  affectation,  and  persuaded  she  had 
no  right  to  subtract  from  the  goodness  of  the  Al- 
mighty by  evils  of  her  own  making,  she  received 
as  assistances  and  encouragements  to  her  fortitude 
and  submission,  every  pleasant  circumstance  as  it 
arose.  She  had  made  the  power  and  the  best 
means  of  doing  good,  an  early  subject  of  conside- 
ration on  commencing  housekeeper;  and  seeing 
much  to  adopt  and  much  that  would  not  suit  her, 
in  the  systems  of  the  present  day,  she  availed  her- 
self of  what  she  had  learnt  from  Mr.  Sydenham 
iind  Mrs.  Brett,  and  adding  to  it  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mudd's  extenfive  experience,  she  vainly  hoped,  at 
least,  to  avoid  doing  mischief. 

A  very  few  experiments  convinced  her  that 
there  is  more  discretion  required  in  meeting  the 
wants  of  the  poor,  than  in  anything  concerning  our- 
i;eives  or  our  families  :  she  had  at  first;  as  soon  as 
her  purse  allowed  of  it^  given  liberally  where  she  saw 

necessity, 


THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE.  57 

necessity,  and  had  consequently  maintained  the 
idle,  encouraged  bad  husbands  to  be  still  worse, 
and  lent  her  credit,  without  knowing  it,  to  the  run- 
ning up  a  score  at  various  shops :  her  bounty  had 
made  jealousies  and  strifes ;  and  she  might  have 
done  more  ill,  but  for  a  few  fortunate  demonstra- 
tions. That  she  knew  not  how  to  lay  out  her 
money,  was  proved  to  her  by  a  worthy  old  man, 
whom  she  had  noticed  on  crutches.  Enquiring  of 
him  how  he  fared,  she  learned  that  he  and  his 
wife  enjoyed  a  revenue  of  six  shillings  a  week, 
made  up  of  an  allowance  from  the  parish,  and  the 
donations  of  families :  he  told  her  how  this  income 
was  divided  betv/een  rent,  food,  and  firing;  and 
proved  to  her  that,  without  going  dinnerless  one 
day,  at  least,  in  the  week,  it  would  not  suffice  :  the 
idea  of  an  old  couple's  fasting  thus  often,  was  pain- 
ful to  her;  and  she  enquired  chearfuUy  whether  it 
would  not  be  a  good  scheme  to  procure  part  of  a 
flitch  of  bacon  to  resort  to  in  cases  of  necessity.- — 
*  Yes,  Lord  love  you !  good  lady ;  but  were  can  zve 
get  bacon? — it  is  so  dear,  there's  no  buying  it  for 
anybody,  scarce.' — '  Well!  but  if  you  had  it,  you 
would,  I  trust,  keep  it  for  those  days  when  you 
would  otherwise  fast.' — *  O  !  yes ;  certainly — we 
should  never  touch  it  otherwise ;  and  it  would  be 
but  once  a  week,  you  know,  as  we  should  w  ant  a 
bit.'  Gertrude  went  home,  and  sent  the  old  cou- 
ple such  a  portion  of  a  flitch  as  she  supposed,  on 
this  plan,  would  last  several  weeks. — Meeting  the 
man  a  very  few  days  after,  she  received  his  grateful 
thanks,  and  the  comfortable  assurance  that  he  and 
^  b  ^^  his 
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his  dame  had  lived  on  nothing  else  ever  since,  and 
should  finish  it  quite  the  next  day.' — *  O  !'  thought 
Gertrudcj  *'  1  must  buy  no  more  store  bacon*.' 

Gertrude's  exertions,  aided  by  something  far  su- 
perior to  all  she  could  do  for  herself,  supported  her 
through  another  fortnight,  part  of  which  time  was 
occupied  in  receiving  her  library,  and  preparing  the 
disposition  of  it  for  Mr.  Sydenham's  improvements. 
It  was  a  gratification  mixed  with  pain  indeed,  but  it 
was  invaluable :  at  first,  as  the  cases  were  opened, 
she  indulo:ed  in  turning;  over  some  of  the  volumes 
w  hich  were  the  most  connected  with  her  labors  in 
the  service  of  the  testator,  but  she  soon  found  this 
^  would  not  do  ;'  and  she  felt  it  w^iser  to  trouble 
herself  only  with  the  questions  of  size  and  space. 

A  letter  from  Lord  Luxn>ore,  in  a  style  the  most 
respectful,  the  most  affectionate — not  more  formal, 
not  more  W'eighty — but  what  shall  we  say— more 
impressive  than  usual,  bade  her  expect  him  the 
next  morning  for  a  few  hours,  and  intimated  that 
he  must  then  have  some  very  serious  conversation 
with  her  on  a  subject  the  most  important  to  his 
happiness:  the  expectation  cost  her  her  sleep;  but 
the  disturbance  did  not  affect  her  resolution  ; — it 

*  We  would  discuss  the  subject  of  sujDplying  the  wants  of 
our  fellow-creatures,  more  at  large;  and  wc  would  give  our 
own  ideas  on  many  of  the  means  now  used  ;  and  we  would 
relate  facts  to  support  our  opinions;  but  respecting  the  mo- 
tives of  those  employed  in  good  Works,  and  satisfied  that  in 
the  much  that  is  attempted,  some  good  must  be  atchieved,. 
even  if  alloyed  with  its  inseparable  contrary,  we  forbear,  and 
leave  every  good  mind  to  follow  its  own  suggestions* 

was 
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was  itoo  well  founded,  she  was  convinced,  thbuo"h 
she  hardly  knew  how,  to  be  shaken  by  any  common 
attacks ;  and  uncommon  attacks  she  did  not  ex- 
pect from  his  lordship.  She  would  vSijy  humbly 
declare  her  total  unfitness  for  the  honour  he  mio-ht 
offer  her,  and  intreat  to  be  allowed  to  pass  her  life 
in  her  present  state  of  limited  responsibility; — '  any 
advancement  beyond  it,  would  materially  deduct 
from  her  happiness,  which  his  lordship's  uniform 
kindness  had  convinced  her  was,  beyond  any  claim 
on  her  part,  his  object.' 

She  had  conned  her  lesson :  she  had  it  perfectly 
by  heart ;  and  his  lordship  reached  her  house  be- 
fore noon,  having  travelled  from  London  with  all 
the  celerity  betokening  an  important  concern. 

The  earl  was,  in  general,  too  well-bred  even  to 
seem  to  wish  the  absence  of  any  one.  In  his  utmost 
impatience,  he  seldom  resorted  to  the  soothing  ex- 
pedients of  some  of  our  friends  *,  ^ut,  this  morning, 

he 

*  Near  as  we  are  now,  to  taking  leave  of  our  readors,  we 
cannot  omit  offering  to  their  consideration  our  thoughts  on 
the  good  that  might  be  derived  from  an  '  Essay  on  the  art 
of  being  disagreeable;*  and  to  a  place  in  it  we  would  re- 
commend gentlemen,  net  so  correct  as  our  earl,  and  who,  in 
a  morning  visit  to  us  females,  spoil  whatever  comes  within 
their  reach.  Every  implement  of  work,  drawing,  or  writing-, 
passes  through  their  fingers:  we  gently  reclaim  one  and  then 
another,  but  not  perhaps  in  time  to  prevent  the  destruction 
of  all  sharp  edges,  the  separation  of  the  fitch  in  our  brushes, 
the  splitting  our  pens,  and  the  covering  sheets  of  paper  with 
autographs,  and  worse  tlian  all!  the  ruin  of  a  well-bound 
book.  Another  class  of  the  tidgetty  require  a  hint  to  tell 
them  that,  in  a  long  da^  's  journey,  it  is  an  amusement  rather 

fbatiating, 
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he  deviated  from  his  own  good  practice,  and  having 
taken  coiFee  from  the  assiduous  hand  of  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, he  could  not  wait  her  retreat,  but  commend-; 
ing  the  fineness  of  an  untempting  day,  invited  Ger- 
trude to  call  with  him  on  Mr.  Mudd. 

She  complied  immediately ;  and  when  he  made 
her  take  his  arm,  her  feelings  were  not  very  envi- 
able, exeept  to  the  lovers  of  romance. — Still  she  was 
firm,  and  his  lordship  began — what :— why,  to  tell 
her  that  he  was,  in  a  very  few  days,  to  set  off  for 
Ireland  to  assist  poor  imbecile  Lady  Waveney  in 
getting  out  of  some  few  of  her  pixsent  difficulties. 
In  addition  to  the  ruined  situation  of  Lady  Paula, 
and  the  disgrace  of  Lady  Caroline,  she  had  nqw  to 

satiating,  to  hear  the  names  of  all  the  signs  on  the  roa(3,  and 
the  inscriptions  under  them.  *  The  Artichoke,  John  Cross.' 
— *  The  White  Hart,  Thomas  Brown.' — *  James  Smith,  car- 
penter.*^-' Williams,  farrier/  and  ♦  Miss  WhipwelFs  Semi' 
jiary,'  are  quite  enough  for  fifty  miles.  A  catalogue  of 
7ioises  would  be  an  excellent  appendix  to  such  an  Essay;  and 
if  a  motto  were  needed  for  the  work,  we  would,  on  the  best 
principle,  recommen4  that  which  the  apostle  has  given  us, 
*  Study  to  be  quiet.'  •  We  say  nothing  of  the  odious  habits  of 
some  persons  subject  to  abstraction  of  thought,  but  that  they 
do  »ot  escape  observation — that  they  do  not  increase  respect 
— that  they  often  disgust — and  ought  to  be  corrected  by 
everyone  who  can  be  made  sensible  that,  to  do  good,  we  • 
must  preserve  ourselves  from  contempt.  To  be  licensed  in 
society  as  *  a  character,'  and  to  be  compassioned  in  the 
phrases  '  Poor  dear  soul  V  and  '  Poor  man  !'  can  never  be  an 
object  of  ambition,  though  it  is  the  highest  honor  attainable 
by  some  who  might  bring  forward  better  claims  if  their  habits 
were  not  their  enemies. — A  dirt-fenc3  is  a  stout  fortification; 
and  our  covetousness  or  curiosily  must  be  keenly  edged 
indeed,  if  we  surmount  it* 

meet 
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meet  the  majority  of  her  son,  whose  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments laid  him  under  a  degrading  obligation 
to  the  shelter  of  his  rank,  which  must  confine  him 
on  the  Irish  side  of  the  Channel. 

This  object  and  its  ramifications  held  till  they 
reached  Mr.  Mudd's,  where  an  hour  was  spent  very 
agreeably.  The  earl  had  warned  his  companion  of 
the  lapse  of  time,  and  they  were  on  their  feet,  when 
the  arrival  of  a  servant,  mounted,  informed  them  of 
the  wholly- unexpected  and  near  approach  of  Lady 
Elma,  who,  summoned  to  Ireland  by  the  illness  of 
her  unclcj  would  pass  that  day  and  sleep  at  Mr. 
Mudd's,  and  go  forward  to  London  the  next  morn- 
ing. 

If  Lady  EI  ma's  presence  could  be  vial-a-propos 
• — if  it  ever  could  vex,  it  was  now  ;  but  the  feeling 
was  confined  to  the  earl,  who  perhaps  had  pro- 
crastinated to  increase  his  courage.  She  entered, 
in  all  her  fascinations,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
she  had  prevailed  on  Lord  Lux  more  to  postpone 
his  return  to  town  till  the  next  day,  and,  as  her 
uncle's  situation  was  not  immediately  alarming, 
had  suggested  an  arrangement  for  their  making 
their  journey,  and  crossing  the  water  together. 

Lord  Luxm®re  endured  the  day ;  and  Gertrude 
had  to  endure  another  night. — His  lordship  ac- 
cepted readily  Mr.  Mudd's  ofifered  hospitality, 
pnd  at  parting  for  repose,  he  openly  invited 
himself  to  breakfast  with  Gertrude  the  next 
morning;  he  could  just  whisper  to  her,  *  I  ex- 
pect you  to  be  alone  after  breakfast' — and  not 
daring  to  offend  him,  it  became  necessary  to  intrust 

Ler 
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her  mother  with  her  ideas  and  her  resolution :  thei 
former  met  no  correction,  the  latter  no  encourage- 
ment from  Mrs.  Aubrey. 

Gertrude  was  in  her  garden  early ;  and  there  the 
earl,  whd  had  been  out  half  an  hour,  found  her,  a 
few  minutes  before  the  clock  struck.  The  wind  was 
cold — he  preferred  the  house-^she  acquiesced.—^ 
Mrs.  Aubrey  joined  them,  and  they  breakfasted, 
without  any  other  peculiarity  than  his  lordship's 
laying  his  watch  on  the  table.  Mrs.  Aubrey  made 
a  very  decent  errand  to  take  leave  of  Lady  Elma ; 
and  allowing  Gertrude  to  take  her  work,  he  said : 

*  I  must  impose  an  injunction  on  you,  which  will 
appear  arbitrary.  Promise  me  to  make  no  reply 
to  what  I  am  going  to  say,  till  we  meet  next.  " 

'  On  condition  that  no  meaning  shall  be  affixedl 
to  my  silence.* 

*  None,  on  my  honor.' 
'  I  promise.' 

We  will  not  fatigue  the  reader  with  his  lordship's 
oration — it  may  be  imagined  :  it  expressed  sentir 
ments  the  most  correct,  the  most  kind,  the  most 
generous  : — it  paid  her  the  highest  compliment  man 
can  pay  woman — it  told  her  she  was  to  be  his  re- 
compense for  a  life  of  uneasiness,  his  partner  in  a 
life  of  virtue,  his  guide  to  a  life  of  eternal  happi- 
ness.— She  burst  into  tears: — he  would  have  stopt 
them:— she  could  only  say,  *  If,  I  must  not  reply,  I 
intreat  you  let  me  leave  you.'  His  carriage  was 
waiting  at  Mr.  Mudd's;  and,  with  one  short  adieu, 
and  a  promise  to  see  her  instantly  on  his  return, 
thither  he  went,  and  thence  he  immediately  departs 

ed 
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jed  with  Lady  Elma,  perhaps  not  in  the  best  dis- 
position to  accept  her  agreeable  blandishments ; — 
but  a  few  miles,  we  doubt  not,  made  them  very 
good  company. 

Now,  be  it  known  that  a  most  important  effect 
had  been  produced  by  a  very  tiifiing  cause,  but  of 
which  cause  and  effect  Gertrude  remained  totally 
ignorant,  Mrs.  Aubrey's  politeness,  in  bestowing 
on  Lady  Elma  the  half-hour  v^hen  she  was  exiled 
from  the  breakfast-room,  had  afforded  her  ladyship 
just  the  opportunity  of  learning  what  was  passing 
between  the  earl  and  his  late  \\\\e^  pi^ottgte  ;  and 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  having  very  little  disguise  about  her, 
.and  not  recollecting  that  tliere  is,  sometimes,  in 
great  cases,  an  option  of  silence,  after  a  little  inno- 
cent shuffling,  which  only  made  the  matter  ten 
times  more  conspicuous,  found  it,  as  she  said,  ^  the 
shortest  way,'  to  tell  the  whole  truth — and  perhaps 
rather  more^^for  she  forgot  that  the  purpose  of  the 
earl's  visit  was  still  hypothetical — and,  in  this 
failure  of  recollection,  spoke  of  his  attachment  as  a 
matter  decided,  and  his  offer  as  already  made. 

Her  ladyship,  having  little  awe  of  her  informer, 
had,  in  listening,  uttered  an  occasional  expression 
pf  astonishment  at  Lord  Luxmore's,  *  forgetting 
himself,'  and  when  Mrs.  Aubrey,  as  if  to  overcome 
this  feeling,  protested  more  and  more  strongly,  that 
the  matter  was  fact,  Lady  Elma  so  far  •  forget  her- 
self as  to  say  '  the  man  must  be  mad,  or  in  his 
dotage.' — Mrs.  Aubrey  now  thought  to  correct 
what  she  had  said,  by  a  little  wholesome  truth,  and 
begged  her  ladyship  on  no  account  to  divqlge  what 

she 
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she  had  told  her,  as  she  was  sorry  to  say,  her 
daughter  was  '  entirely  set  against  Lord  Luxmore.* 
This  was  not  said  to  the  deaf  or  to  the  indif- 
ferent :  it  was  addressed  to  one  who,  could  she 
have  possessed  ten  lovers,  or  been  married  to 
twice  as  many  husbands,  would  have  grudged 
Gertrude  Aubrey  any  attention,  except  that  which 
she  herself  despised,  or  for  which  she  was  the  im- 
mediate channel.  Had  the  curate,  or  perhaps  the 
vicar  of  the  parish,  or  the  attorney,  or  a  rich 
'  fancy-farmer,'  addressed  her,  whom  she  really 
loved  with  esteem  and  tenderness,  she  would  have 
rejoiced,  she  would  have  graced  her  wedding,  she 
would  have  worn  her  favors,  she  would  have 
m^de  jour  deftte  on  the  occasion.  Or  could  she 
have  made  Gertrude  look  at  little  Captain  Bobadil, 
who  awaited  a  wife  of  her  ladyship's  recommen- 
dation, or  good  old  Admiral  Saffron,  whom  she 
was  purposely  persuading  to  take  one,  she  would 
have  attended  her  through  all  the  forms  of  matri-. 
niony,  and  have  given  the  sanction  of  her  rank 
and  vvarmest  approbation  to  a  choice  that,  in  truth, 
would  have  needed  all  she  could  do,  to  gain  it 
credit  with  the  world  :  but  that  Gertrude  should 
have  proceeded  thus  far  without  consulting  her, 
that  she  should  be,  as  she  was  now  persuaded  she 
was,  in  a  situation  wanting  but  one  step  to  make 
her  claim  precedence  of  her,  this  she  could  not  en^ 
dure.  Like  Lady  Luxmore,  she  had  been  kept 
at  ease  by  iier  pre-conceived  ophiion  of  the  want 
of  attraction  in  Gatty.  The  countess,  we  have 
said,  had  never  supposed  Portargis  could  fall  in 

love 
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love  with  a  thing  scarcely  higher  in  the  family  es- 
timation than  a  foster-sister ;  and  Lady  Elma,  who 
did  not  expect  the  countess's  death  when  she  made 
her  generous  resolve  respecting  Colonel  Syden- 
ham, would  have  replied  to  any  body  who  had 
intimated  the  possibility  of  the  now-threatened 
elevation,  by  pledging  herself  for  Lord  Lux- 
more's  never  marrying,  again,  a.  woman  without 
rank. 

Thus  predisposed,  her  ladyship  listened  very 
willingly  to  the  consolations  of  Mrs.  Aubrey,  when 
she  endeavored  to  efface  what  she  had  said  by  re^ 
iterated  assurances  of  her  daughter's  purpose  to 
reject  the  overture.  To  ascertain  this  more  ex-* 
actly,  and  to  satisfy  herself  of  the  truth  of  that 
opinion  which  she  felt  more  wish  than  saw  cause 
to  credit,  she  drew  Mrs.  Aubrey  to  particularise 
the  motives  of  her  daughter's  rejection ;  and  now 
the  good  lady  went  as  much  beyond  the  truth  on 
the  other  side,  and,  furnished  with  nothing  of  au- 
thority on  the  subject,  she  referred  to  Lord  Lux- 
niore's  dissipated  life,  his  shocking  behavior  to  his 
first  wife,  his  temper,  his  had  conduct  as  a  father ^ 
and  his  years,  as  insurmountable  objections  with 
Gerirude.  For  all  but  the  last,  she  was,  indeed, 
indebted  to  the  obsolete  communication  of  the 
countess ;  for  of  his  lordship's  conduct,  between 
the  memorable  affair  of  Captain  Smith,  and  her 
return  to  her  daughter,  she  could,  on  her  own 
]:nowledse,  have  said  nothincp. 

Having  repeated  her  earnest  intreaty,  that  Lady 
Elma  would  not  suffer  a  word  of  what  she  had 

heard 


380  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE. 

heard  to  escape  her  lips,  Mrs.  Aubrey  next  en" 
deavored  to  correct  her  corrections  by  professing 
her  uncertainty  as  to  her  daughter's  motives,  and 
half-persuasions,  that,  '  at  the  bottom  of  all/  as  she 
said,  *  there  was  some  body  else  ;'  but  being  a 
woman  of  prudence,  and  knowing  Lady  Elma's 
travelling-arrangement  with  the  earl,  she  just  did 
not  name,  though  she  left  her  to  guess,  that  this 
somebody  must  be  Colonel  Sydenham. 

The  travellers  set  off;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey,  not 
quite  easy  in  recollecting  what  she  had  done,  but 
hoping  that  by  this  time  it  had  become  of  no  im- 
portance, sought  her  daughter,  and  enquired  what 
had  passed  ;  but  Gertrude,  unwilling  to  disturb 
her  mother  by  her  own  disturbance,  requested  her 
forbearance  for  a  few  hours.  Mrs.  Aubrey,  never 
offended,  acquiesced  in  her  silence,  suffered  her 
to  remain  alone,  refused  her  to  all  visitors  with  an 
air  of  tiptoe  mystery  annexed  to  her  messages, 
and  when  they  met  at  dinner,  comforted  herself 
with  the  persuasion,  that  her  daughter  had  not 
been  unhappy. 

Gertrude  rose  the  next  morning,  exhausted, 
dejected,  and  almost  incapable  of  farther  exertion  : 
she  had  heard  too  much  to  be  at  peace,  but  nothing 
she  could  admit  to  govern  her  :  she  wished  for  no 
elevation  ;  the  public  gaze  had  no  charm  for  her  : 
io  what  she  knew  of  the  life  of  persons  of  rank  and 
fortune,  there  was  too  little  quiet  to  please  her  : 
in  moving  from  place  to  place,  giving  great  enter- 
tainments,   sacrificing  the  day  to  the  night,   and 
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their  own  inclinations  to  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
she  thought  they  paid  dearly  for  their  privilegeso 
Lord  Luxmore  had  indeed  said,  '  every  indulgence 
that  your  rank,  your  merit,  can  claim,  that  my  re- 
venue can  reach,  or  my  affection  suggest,  shall 
await  you  :  your  town-house  you  have  seen  and 
approved  ;  your  taste  shall  correct  whatever  mine, 
for  the  want  of  the  aid  of  your's,  has  directed  ; 
if  you  do  not  like  Luxmore,  you  shall  have  a  villa 
near  town,  or  I  will  purchase  an  estate  here,  or 
any  where  else,  for  you  ;  you  shall  have  the  best 
carriage  that  can  be  built,  and  the  fmcst  horses  I 
can  purchase,  for  your  sole  use  :  you  shall  have 
your  box  at  the  opera,  and  every  other  distinction 
in  public  that  befits  3^ou  :  you  will  have  very  good 
jewels  ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  add  to  them  : — 
the  queen,  I  am  sure,  will  receive  you  kindly ;  and 
I  shall  endeavor  to  gain  you  attention  from  the 
royal  family  :  your  jointure  shall  be  such  as  to 
satisfy  your  friends  ;  and  you  shall  have  the  power 
of  doing  good.' — But  of  all  this,  no  clause,  except 
the  last,  held  out  to  her  any  gratification  that  she 
could  feel ;  and  when  she  reviewed  the  subject, 
the  attractions  vanished  even  into  a  thinner  air 
than  when  first  offered  to  her. 

Mary  Mudd  came  to  her,  intending  to  spend 
the  morning  in  their  usuiil  occupations  :  *  I  can 
neither  play,  nor  draw,  nor  read,  this  moining, 
dear, Mary,'  said  she,  '  but  I  can  sit  in  the  shade 
and  work,  and  enjoy  your  society  more  than  any 
thing.' 

*  Now  I  am  sure,'  said  Mary,  '  that  Ladv  Elma 

Las 
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has  disturbed  you.     Do  you  know,  I  have  taken 
the  greatest  possible  dislike  to  her  ?' 

'  You  are  wrong,  my  dear  girl,  in  both  ;  she 
has  not  disturbed  me,  and  you  ought  not  to  dislike 
her.' 

*  O !  I  could  tell  you  such  things  of  her !  1 
never  can  like  her. — Would  you  believe  it  ?  she  has 
tried  to  make  a  difference  between  my  father  and 
mother ;  it  was  before  she  went  to  Guernsey  :  you 
know  she  was  in  the  habit  of  sitting,  for  an  bout 
now  and  then,  with  my  father  in  his  book-room  : 
she  asked  my  mother  if  she  disHked  it ;  and  1 
heard  my  mother's  answer,  which  was,  *  So  far 
from  it,  my  dear  madam,  that  I  am  obliged  to  you, 
your  conversation  is  chearful,  gind  does  Mr.  Mudd 
good.'  Weil !  when  Colonel  Sydenham,  as  you 
recollect,  was  perpetually  at  the  house,  she  left  off 
sitting  with  my  father,  because  her  time  was  taken 
up  with  him.  Any  body  might  see  this  ;  and  my 
father  would,  I  am  sure,  never  have  done  more 
than  laughed  with  her  at  her  inconstancy,  but  she 
told  him,  to  excuse  herself,  that  she  had  left  ofF 
coming  to  him,  because  my  mother  was  jealous 
and  did  not  like  it.  My  father  was  too  good- 
natured  to  let  my  mother  see  he  thought  her 
wrong ;  and  it  never  would  have  been  known,  if 
my  mother  had  not  renrarked  to  him  Lady  El  ma's 
discontinuance  of  her  visits  :  he  then  told  her  the 
truth  ;  and  she  had  the  opportunity  of  vindicating 
herself.  But  how  disgraceful,  Miss  Aubrey,  to  be 
so  found  out !  And  now  her  madness  about  Co- 
lonel Sydenham  is  as  disagreeable  to  me,  Yester- 
1  dav 
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day  morning,  at  breakfast,  we  had  so  much  of  it  I 
If  he  is  as  grateful,  and  as  docile,  and  as  submis- 
sive as  she  represents  him,  I  shall  dislike  him  aa 
much  as  I  do  her ;  and  this  I  should  be  sorry  to 
do,  for  I  liked  him  extremely.' 

'  You  must  make  allowances,  dear  Mary,  for  a 
French  education,  and  a  little  vanity ;  but  believe 
me.  Lady  Ehria  has  a  great  many  sterHng  qualities 
that  are  inestimable.' 

'  Ah!  what  my  father  calls  holiday -mrtues ;  but 
she  wants  a  few  for  every-day  wear.  Ten  thousand 
times,  my  dear  Miss  Aubrey,  do  I  prefer  you  to 
Lady  Elma.  '  I  can  rely  so  on  what  you  say !  I 
know,  when  I  hear  you  speak,  that  you  are  giving 
your  real  thoughts  :  you  do  not  strive  to  please ; 
it  seems  beneath  you.' 

^  But  remember,  dear  Mary,  if  I  do  not  strive, 
I  do  not  succeed.' 

'  Yes,  you  do  succeed,  with  all  those  who  are 
worth  pleasing.' 

*  O !  you  forget  what  your  neighbor  Mrs. 
Wasp  said  of  me  to  your  mother, — that  there  was 
a  great  fuss  made  about  me,  but  she  saw  nothing 
in  me,' 

*  Nonsense !  Do  you  think  I  mind  that,  or 
ISIrs.  SapwelFs  asking  my  mother  if  xoe  did  not 
find  you  a  great  flatterer  ?  She  meant  to  mortify 
iis  not  7/ou,  Should  I  have  told  you  of  her  calling 
across  a  large  company  to  her  sister,  to  tell  her 
that  Mr.  Mudd  really  thought  you  *  an  extraor- 
dinary young  woman,'  if  I  had  not  despised 
her  ^ 
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'  Well!  but  you  forget  Mrs.  Random's  report, 
that  I  had  a  new  dress  every  time  1  went  out,  and 
wore  a  lace  gown  worth  five-hundred  pounds,  be- 
cause she  did  not  know  my  gown  again  by  candle- 
light, and  could  not  distinguish  worked  niusliri 
from  Mechlin  lace-' 

*  I  do  not  mind  all  that,  nor  Miss  Arrogant's 
wish  that  she  had  had  the  educating  you.  I  can  rely 
on  your  knowledge  and  on  your  sincerity;  and 
while  I  can  do  this,  you  must  stand  higher  with 
me  than  Lady  Elma  ;  and  you  ought  to  feel  your 
superiority,  for  I  am  sure  she  depresses  you.' 

*  I  have  heard  you,  Mary,  now  hear  me.  If  I 
have  any  advantages,  they  were  either  born  with 
me  or  acquired  by  a  natural  impulse;  how  then 
can  I  feel  them,  but  in  gratitude  to  Him  who  gave 
either  them  or  the  power  of  obtaining  them  ?  Could 
I  be  conscious  of  superiority  without  the  danger 
of  making  another  feel  it  painfully  ?  and  what 
would  this  be?  cruelty  added  to  insolence.  Then 
take  into  the  calculation,  my  dear  girl,  my  many 
deficiencies ;  any  one  would  eclipse  me  in  com*- 
petition  :  what  I  have  gained  suits  W2e,  in  my 
quiet  life,  and  renders  me  the  happiest  of  human 
beings ;  but  take  me  out  of  this  quiet  life,  and  you 
would  see  what  a  sad  figure  I  should  mak^  :  the 
world  requires  superficial  excellencies;  I  have 
none;  and  my  knowledge  is  of  a  kind  that  few 
would  desire  to  bring  forward.  No,  Mary,  I 
leave  it  for  the  fine  dancers,  fine  singers,  fine  per- 
formers in  different  ways,  to  charm  ;  but  the  love 
of  such  a  girl  as  you,  and  the  power  to  aid  the 
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helpless  of  our  sex,  will  always  be  more  valuabje 
to  me,  than  any  feeling  of  superiority.  I  never 
yet,  I  believe,  have  obtruded  my  fancied  acquisi- 
tions on  any  one ;  and  I  hope  I  shall  always  have 
some  friend  at  hand  to  correct  me  when  I  do/ 

'  Do  you  think  Lord  Luxmore  would  subscribe 
to  all  this  r' 

*  O !  Lord  Luxmore  has  known  me  from  a  baby : 
*^ — he  is  partial.' 

^  Yes ;  he  is  partial ;  but  he  is  just : — O  !  Miss 
Aubrey !  forgive  me ;  but  I  look  forward  with 
agony  to  the  time  when  he  will  take  you  from  us.' 

^  He  will  never  take  me  from  you  : — you  need 
not  fear.' 

*  Will  you  live  here,  then,  when  you  are  mar- 
ried?— But  it  will  be  so  different  !* 

*  Married  ?  my  dear,  do  you  suppose  Lord  Lux- 
more about  to  marry  we  9' 

'  O  !  yes,  yes,  we  know  it :  he  speaks  so  highly 
of  you !  tha  tears  come  into  his  eyes  when  he  hears 
you  praised.' 

'  Be  assured  seriously,  my  dear  Mary,  you  will 
never  see  me  Lord  Luxmore's  wife: — keep  this 
to  yourself: — Lord  Luxmore  loves  me  as  well  as 
if  I  were  indeed  his  daughter. — I  was  brought  up 
with  his  son  ;  and  the  recollection  affects  him. — I 
hope  we  shall  all  see  him  married,  but  he  ought^ 
DOW,  to  marry  for  rank.' 

'  I  wish  he  would  have  Lady  Elma ;  I  do  think 
if  her  attachment  had  not  come  in  the  way,  she 
would  have  liked  him,' 

^  Probably  so,' 

VOL.  ly,  c  c-  ^  But 
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^  But  her  love  is  not  much  compliment,  if  she 
can  offer  it  to  one  man,  and  keep  it  ready  for 

another/ 

Under  the  kindness  of  her  neighbors  and  the  efr 
feet  of  occupation,  Gertrude  was,  in  a  few  days, 
restored  in  some  measure  to  herself  again.  A  let- 
ter from  Lord  Luxmore,  repeating,  with  additions, 
the  substance  of  what  he  h^d  said,  would  probably 
have  disturbed  her,  had  not  the  same  post  brought 
her  one  from  Mr.  Sydenham,  requesting  to  know 
•when  she  could  most  conveniently  receive  a  visit 
from  him.  Siie  answered,  '  Immediately,'  and  her 
heart  seemed,  if  not  lighter,  more  elastic. 

Mr.  Sydenham  came  to  her  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  Gertrude  had  urged  Mrs.  Brett  to  ac- 
company him ;  but  though  not  gratified  in  this 
wish,  her  pleasure  in  seeing  him  was  almost  suffi- 
cient to  make  her  forget  that  his  coming  made  po 
alteration  in  that  which  distressed  her. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXVIII. 


Mixt  feelings.  An  honest  advocate.  An  argument  too  strong, 
A  waywardmind.  Vain  attempts  to  please,  A  contretems. 
Sad  forebodings. 

In  introducing  Mr.  Sydenham  and  IVIr.  Mudd  to 
each  other,  Gertrude  felt  no  abatement  of  her 
hope  that  two  of  her  best  friends  would  be  friends 
spontaneously.  She  had  learnt  none  of  that  narrow- 
policy  which  condemns  this  communication  of  be- 
nefit, by  the  proverbial  aphorism,  *  Open  a  door  to 
two  of  your  friends,  and  their  first  agreement  will 
be  to  shut  you  out'  It  was  an  increase  of  heir 
pleasure  to  see  them  pleased  with  each  other. 

But  the  pleasure  of  A  Jr.  Sydenham's  visit,  not- 
withstanding all  the  interest  he  took  in  her  iaouse 
and  friends,  was  alloyed  by  a  dejection  and  anxi- 
ety in  his  manners.  In  hearing  Lady  El  ma  spoken 
of,  he  recognised  his  son's  situaticm  ;  but  it  did  not 
seem  to  be  a  perfect  satisfaction  to  him :  *  he  hoped 
Basil  would  receive,  as  he  ought,  such  an  extraordi* 
nary  distinction.  Lady  Lima  had  done  him  the 
honor  to  write  to  him  herself  on  the  subject :  it 
was  indeed  only  from  her  that  he  tiad  his  informa*' 
tion  :  she  had  told  him  that  Basil  was  like  a  crea- 
ture in  a  dream,  fearful  of  putting  out  a  finger  iest 
he  should  wake  and  find  it  all  delusion  :  he  hoped 
he  would  endeavor  to  deserve  such  generosity — h€ 
c  c  2  wished 
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wished  it  might  contribute  to  his  happiness  ;  it  was 
far  beyond  any  thing  he  could  expect — for  himself, 
he  hardly  understood  the  value  of  such  an  immense 
prospect  sufficiently  to  estimate  its  powers — he  did 
not  think,  for  his  own  part,  that  he  had  abilities  to 
spend  more  than  one  thousand  a  year — did  any 
body  offer  him  such  an  income  as  Lady  Elma's 
would  be,  or  one  ten  times .  as  large,  he  should 
know  no  difference,  except  in  the  numeration/ 

Mr.  Sydenham  had  been  with  Gertrude  three 
days,  and  had  rendered  her  every  service  in  his 
power  with  the  tenderest  regard,  when  in  taking  a 
walk  with  her,  in  one  of  those  eveninsfs  which  in- 
cite  to  contemplation  and  produce  a  feeling  almost 
melancholy,  his  spirits  failed  him;  his  voice  faltered, 
and  she  was  alarmed.  *  Do  not  be  uneasy,'  said 
he,  '  you  shall  know  what  affects  me.  I  shall  be 
better  when  I  have  unburthened  my  mind.  I 
could  not  have  seen  you  at  this  time,  had  I  not  been 
induced  by  the  earnest  request  of  Lord  Luxmore,  in 
whose  confidence  I  have  long  been,  ,  respecting 
you ;  he  has  communicated  to  me  what  he  has  said 
to  you;  and  we  must  converse  on  the  subject. — • 
You  have  thought  on  it,  I  presume— have  you 
made  any  determination  ?' 

*  Am  I  speaking  confidentially  ?' 

*  Entirely  so.  I  give  you  my  word  not  to  di- 
vulge a  syllable  you  say.' 

^  I  ha'oe  made  my  determination.' 

*  Tell  it  me.' 

*  It  is,  that  though  I  feel  most  gratefully  Lord- 
Luxmpre's  goodness,  nothing  can  prevail  on  me 
|o  accept  the  situation.'  j 

*  Ipdeed! 


THE  COUXTESS  AXD  GERTRUDt:.  38^ 

'  Indeed  ! — I  am  surprised  to  hear  you  say  so. 
Can  you  give  me  a  reason  ?' 

'  None  but  my  utter  unfitness  for  it,  and  my 
extreme  dislike  to  being  placed  in  a  conspicuous 
point  of  view.' 

'  You  must  overcome  this,  my  child.  You 
ought  to  suffer  yourself  to  be  dazzled,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  good  you  may  do.' 

'  I  think  I  can  do  as  much  in  my  humble  sta- 
tion— think  of  Mr.  Sterling's  goodness  to  me ! — I 
shall  have  something  to  spare  from  my,  inconie ; 
and  what  I  want  in  money,  I  intend  to  make  up  iti 
labor  for  others.' 

*  Aye ;  but  this  will  not  benefit  Lord  Luxmore  : 
the  good  you  would  do,  should  be  to  him.  Cer- 
tainly his  conduct  has  been  exemplary,  ever  since 
the  affair  at  Richmond ;  and  I  will  not  deny  that 
you  have  had  a  great  share  in  regulating  it ;  but 
whether  he  shall  persevere,  and  improve  that  regu- 
larity into  real  active  goodness,  I  fear,  in  some  de- 
gree, depends  on  you.' 

'  I  am  sorry  it  depends  on  any  thing  so  inade- 
quate.' 

Mr.  Sydenham  would  not  pursue  the  subject 
farther  than  to  tell  her  he  had  felt  himself  bound, 
in  honor  and  gratitude,  to  promise  the  earl  his  ut- 
most endeavors  in  his  service,  and  that  his  heart 
was  lighter  for  having  opened  the  business.  Ger- 
trude could  have  replied,  that  the  weight  removed 
from  his,  had  been  thrown  on  her's;  but  not  wil- 
ling to  give  pain,  she  wiped  her  eyes,  and  continued 
her  walk  with  him. 

He 
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He  extended  his  stay  to  six  days,  during  which 
time  she  was  pleased  to  see  him  turn  with  comfort 
from  his  anxious  conversations  with  her,  to  the  so- 
ciety of  her  neighbor's  house  and  family.  The 
younger  children,  attached  by  his  kindness,  attended 
his  walks,  and  interested  him  in  their  gardens,  their 
doves,  their  rabbits,  while  the  elder  ones  gathered 
the  finest  fruits  for  him,  presented  them  with  deli- 
cacy, and  answered  his  questions.  In  Mr.  Mudd 
he  had  a  table-companion;  and  in  his  excellent 
wife  he  saw  those  qualities  v^^hich  save  the  master 
of  a  .family  from  the  exercise  of  petty  care  :  the 
neighborhood  were  invited  to  meet  him,  as  Lord 
Luxmore's  friend  and  relation  and  the,  father  of  the 
brave  Colonel  Sydenham  ;  and  when  the  deeds  of 
his  son  w^ere  the  subject  of  well  bred-comment,  l\Q 
gave  a  sigh  and  passed  the  bottle. 

The  time  of  Mr.  Sydenham's  departure  arrived. 
— Not  a  day  had  elapsed  without  his  speaking  to. 
Gej  trude  on  the  interests  of  Lord  Luxmore :  and 
every  day  had  contributed  to  the  uneasiness  of  her 
mind  on  the  subject :  her  feelings  were  the  same ; 
but  her  sense  of  obligation  and  of  duty,  seemed  tp 
demand  the  sacrifice  of  them.  One  minute  she 
thought  such  influence  as  was  ascribed  to  her, 
more  than  she,  injustice,  could  be  charged  with  ; 
the  next,  she  was  almost  persuaded  that  she  had 
no  right  to  risk  the  consequence  of  disappointing 
Lord  Luxmore.  '  I  have  scarcely  ever/  said  she, 
*  had  a  choice  in  any  thing  that  I  did — why 
should  I  expect  it  now  ?* 

She  began  to  waver.     Mr.  Sydenham  perceived 
it ; — he  shut  the  door  of  the  room  where  they  weri^. 
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sitting — he  told  her  he  had  his  lordship's  direction 
to  write  instantly  any  pleasant  tiding,s — the  post 
was  just  going — might  he  gratify  him  ?' 

*  No;  noj'  said  she,  '  I  cannot,  in  so  &hort  a 
time,  make  up  my  mind  to  the  sacrifice  of  all  my 
quiet  comfort — hut  I  will  endeavor.' 

'  Sliall  I  teach  you  how  to  make  the  sacrifice  ? 
« — I  can  make  it  appear  trivial  to  you.' 
She  looked  up. 

*  Gertrude,  this  is  the  last  time  I  can  speak  ori 
the  subject — remember  'tis  the  last  hour  of  my  stay 
with  you— hear  what  /  am  sacrificing  to  my  re- 
gard for  Lord  Luxmore — to  my  sense  of  his  kindness 
— to  my  wish  for  his  confirmation  in  goodness : — 
.i/otc7^  sacrifice  is  nothing  to  mine— j/ow  talk  of  your 
^uiet — but  I  talk  of  my  so?h  He  loves  you  as  sin- 
cerely, as  ardently  as  does  my  noble  cousin ;  but  ha 
has  been  warned  that  you  are  the  property  of  ano- 
ther, and,  on  pain  of  my  displeasure,  he  ha-s  been 
prohibited  from  ever  presuming  to  address  you. — I 
see  him  beset,  I  may  say,  by  a  woman  I  cannot  es- 
teem.— I  forward  her  views  against  the  conviction 
of  my  Own  judgment ;  and  I  try  to  convince  him 
that  twelve- thou  sand  a  year  will  recom  pence  him 

^ for  renouncing can  I  go  farther? — —for 

renouncing  Gertrude  Aubrey!' 

Gertrude  saw  the  tears  gush  from  Mr.  Syden- 
ham's eyes— she  saw  no  more — she  found  herself 
on  her  bed,  her  mother,  Mr^.  Mudd,  and  her 
daughter,  standing  by  her.— Mr.  Sydenham  was 
set  off. 

The  peace  of  Gertrude's  mind  had  been  loilg 

sapped  ; 
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sapped  ;  it  had  tottered,  and  it  now  fell ;  and  when 
she  was  again  about  her  house,  she  found  it  was 
no  longer  in  her  power  to  command  her  attention, 
or  to  pursue  the  plan  of  her  industrious  day  :  she 
was  driven  for  relief  to  those  low  cares,  against 
which  she  had  striven  to  secure  herself;  she 
passed  much  of  her  time  with  Mrs.  Mudd's  younger 
children ;  she  sent  for  them,  grew  weary  of  them, 
dismissed  them,  and  then  wished  for  them  again: 
she  felt  frivolous,  and  wondered  she  had  ever  been 
otherwise :  she  conversed  without  interest,  and 
'  read  without  consciousness  ;  asking  the  passing 
hour  what  it  had  provided  for  the  quick  passage  of 
the  next.  Yet  company  was  fatiguing,  and  she 
shunned  it. 

It  was  now  impossible  to  conceal  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mudd,  or  their  eldest  daughter,  j|liat  part  of 
iier  distress  which  Lord  Luxmore  occSioned.  It 
was  a  case  in  whiqh  all  could  feel,  yet  none  could 
fidvise:  *  But  my  dear  young  lady  1'  said  Mr. 
Mudd,  after  a  kind  conference  with  her,  *  you 
must  not  attempt  to  persuade  me  that  you  reveal 
all  your  objections.  I  could,  I  think,  get  the  bet- 
ter of  all  that  you  have  declared;  the  one  you 
conceal,  God  forbid  I  should  attempt  to  combat ! 
—Tell  me,  can  I  assist  you.  Would  a  voyage — 
would  a  journey — would  the  intervention  of  a  fa- 
ther, do  good?  send  me,  command  me,  do  what 
you  please ;  only  let  me  see  you  once  more  happy.' 

'  Conversing  with  Mrs.  Mudd,  she  felt  comfort  in 
hearing  the  suggestions  of  her  plain  integrity  and 

good 
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good  sense.  '  If/  said  she,  '  you  can  decide  on 
accepting  Lord  Luxmore,  I  should  hope  you  could 
not  be  unhappy,  because  I  scarcely  ever  saw  a 
marriage  of  prudence  and  conscience,  turn  out 
otherwise  than  well :  I  could  give  you  many  in- 
stances of  this ;  but,  1  beUeve,  you  will  see  that 
,\vhen  people  set  out  prudently,  they  will  be  careful 
of  their  own  happiness ;  when  they  marry  wholly 
for  love,  they  are  often  very  careless  in  their  con- 
duct towards  each  other;  and  the  least  thing  is  au 
offence  to  those  who  imagine  that  they  had  been 
promised  perfect  felicity.' 

The  strife  of  her  thoughts  soon  grew  intolerable, 
— She  endeavoured  to  end  it;  Mr.  Sydenham  urged 
by  letter  all  that  he  had  said  in  person ;  and  Ger- 
trude feeling  the  quick  advances  of  a  fever,  which 
might,  in  its  termination,  produce  the  greatest  pos- 
sible misfortune  to  her  mother,  wrote  to  him  saying, 
that  she  submitted  her  opinion  wholly  to  his,  and 
intj'eated  him  to  come  to  her  as  quickly  as  pos- 
bible. 

She  received  the  commendations  of  her  friends, 
and  the  grateful  thanks  of  her  mother,  and  endea- 
vored to  feel  satisfied  wath  herself. 

Nearly  a  v/eek  was  necessarily  occupied  in  the 
passage  of  her  letter,  and  the  reply  to  it.  It  did 
not  much  improve  the  state  of  her  mind  ;  it  con- 
tained only  these  words : 

^  I  write  in  the  greatest  possible  haste  : — you  de- 
serve more  happiness  than  this  world  can  give 
you.     We  are  two  martyrs  at  the  stake  :  we  must 

encourage 


S94  THE  COtiTNTESS  AND  GEKTRU15E* 

encourage  each  other.     I  forwarded  the  import  of 

your  letter,  drest  in  better  words,  to  Lord  L ' 

yesterday  :  it  was  cutting  off  a  right  hand ;  but  I 
should  be  ashamed  to  flinch  when  you  set  me 
such  an  example.  A  circumstance  has  occurred^ 
•which  can  make  no  difference,  but  which  has  occu- 
pied me  since  the  post  brought  me  the  news  this 
morning;  My  son  has  declined  Lady  E  De  R's 
goodness :  he  had  told  me  he  should  do  so  at  the 
£rst  fair  opportunity  :  he  was  sincere,  and  I  honor 
jbim  :  he  has  written  to  her  in  Ireland.  You  shall 
hear  again  from  me :  at  present  I  cannot  come  ta 
you.     God  bless  you,  is  the  prayer  of 


Your's 


B.  S.' 


-Sydenham  was  free !— Gertrude  was  bound  !—• 
She  could  not  bring  herself  to  divulge  this ;  she 
buried  it  in  her  own  bosom. — She  had  now  only 
to  wait  the  next  occasion  of  his  lordship's  writing 
to  Mr.  Sydenham,  who,  she  doubted  not,  would 
communicate  to  her  his  sentiments.  Wretched, 
verv  wretched,  her  waywardness  prompted  her  to 
seek  some  one  as  wretched  as  herself;  and  she 
would  have  betaken  herself  to  the  rectory-house 
at  Luxmore,  had  she  not  learnt  that  Colonel  Sy- 
denham had  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  visit  hia 
fatlier. 

To  her  mother,  who  required  not  the  most  logi^ 
eal  conclusions,  she  said  little  on  the  subject  of  her 
melancholy,  but  in  a  common-place  reference  to 
the  anxiety  of  her  situation.     All  this,  Mrs.  Au-. 

brey 
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brey  admitted  in  its  fullest  force :  she  remembered 
what  she  bad  experienced  in  a  similar  situation,; 
but  she  hoped  Lord  Luxmore  was  not  likely  to 
change  or  to  deceive  her;    and  certainly  it  was  a 

very  fine  thing  for  a  daughter  of  her's. '  Ali ! 

my  mothejk !'  thought  Gertrude — '  you  little  think 
— but  I  am  happy  that  you  can  deceive  yourself.  I 
would  not  for  the  world  have  you  know  how  your 
daughter  meets  this  ^  fine  thing/ 

To  no  one  dared  she  be  explicit.  Mr.  Mudd'$ 
sagacity  alarmed  her ;  but  his  natural  good-breed- 
ing secured  her»  *  I  remain  in  my  first  opinion,  my 
sweet  friend,'  said  he ; '  it  is  not  fear,  it  is  not  distrust, 
it  is  not  disparity,  it  is  not  dislike,  nor  these  all  toge- 
ther that  make  you  insensible  to  this  flattering  pro- 
spect ;  but  you  shall  not  tell  me  a  word  more,  till 
you  can  ask  me  to  hear  it ;  an.d  in  the  mean  time, 
on  the  faith  of  John  Mudd,  who  never,  since  he 
was  breeched,  told  a  lie,  if  even  wife  knows  what  I 
think,  it  must  be  that  I  talk  in  my  sleep.'  Ger- 
trude could  not,  even  now  reply. 

To  Mary  Mudd  she  confessed  the  dejection  of 
ber  mind,  as  connected  with  an  indescribabk 
dread.  '  And  l^t  this  teach  yo%  my  dear  girl,' 
said  she,  *  what  sad  inqQrrect  judges  we  are  of 
what  is  essential  to  our  own  or  another's  happiness. 
Few  young  persons,  I  believe,  are  brought  up  with 
less  indulgence  than  I  met  in  the  early  part  of  my 
life.  I  had  much  to  endure^  and  little  to  recom- 
pense my  endurances,  except  tUe  hope  of  future. 
gain  by  present  sufl^ering ;  yet  my  hours  p^issed 
swiftly,  and  my  days  not  unhappily.     If  I  was_sel- 

doin 


S96  THE  COUNTESS  AKD  GERTRUDE. 

dom  greatly  pleased,  I  was  as  seldom  deeply  griev- 
ed ;  and  my  spirits  bore  me  through  all  that  was 
imposed  on  me.  I  felt  satisfied  that  I  had  not 
chosen  my- lot,  and  therefore  could  not  justly 
blame  myself;  and  one  of  the  circumstances  which 
I  now  reflect  on  with  the  most  self-complacency, 
is,  tliat  I  never  suffered  myself  to  be  discontented. 
I  always  told  myself  that  a  home  and  protection, 
clothes,  food,  and  firing,  were  all  my  real  wants, 
and  that  all  these  were  supplied  ;  and  I  can  truly 
say,  I  never,  for  one  moment,  wished  Lady  Lux- 
more's  death  or  my  own  release.  And  now,  Mary, 
see  how  ungrateful  I  am  !  With  every  thing  the 
^vorld  can  give-^in  a  situation  far  beyond  that  of 
a  poor  clergyman's  daughter — with  such  a  home, 
such  friends,  such  a  fortune — my  books,  my  amuse- 
ments, my  pleasures — with  every  thing  succeeding 
to  my  wish — able  to  read  those  authors  who  were 
once  only  subjects  of  longing  and  vexation  to  me — 
music  ceasing  to  be  laborious — and  that  fascina- 
tion, oil-painting,  opening  to  me  a  new  source  of 
delight — your  good  father  giving  me  an  insight 
into  subjects  of  science,  connected  with  manufac- 
tures—rand every  body  trying  to  please  me,  I  am 
peevish  hysterical,  and  good  for  nothing.' 
.  '  I  fear  you  are  out  of  health,'  said  Mary,  '  or 
I  cannot  believe  you  would  think  so.  gloomily:  it 
is  not  like  you.  If  you  were  yourselti  you  would 
not  be  so  indifferent  to  the  prospect  before  you  : 
it  certainly  is  very  great ;  and  I  am  persuaded  you 
will  be  very  happy  :  you  do  not  dislike  Lord  Lux- 
more-r-*  , .  .      . 

'Far 
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'Far  from  it, — I  must  have  no  knowledge  of  him, 
or  no  gratitude  in  my  nature,  were  I  not,  in  some 
measure,  partial  to  him  :    he  is  very  good  tem- 
pered, very  indulgent ;    and   certainly  the  respect 
with  which  he  has  treated  me,  is  beyond  any  thing 
I  could  ask ;    but  I  know,  the  moment  I  am  his 
wife  I  must  take  leave  of  all  my  present  pleasures ; 
and  I  fear  I  shall  be  but  too  well  satisfied  with 
those  that  w  ill  succeed  them.     I  shall,  in  all  pro- 
bability,  be  elevated  in  my  own  ideas  ;    my  stir- 
prise  at  my  elevation  will  seem  to  justify,  and  it 
will  probably  increase  my  vanity.     I  shall  think 
not  what  ought   to   content  Gatty  Aubrey,  but 
what  becomes  the  countess  of  Luxmore  !  O  !  how 
I  dislike  the  title  !    I  shall  first  ask  myself  what  I 
may  dare  do,  and  then  dare  without  asking;  and 
my  fellow-creatures  will  remark  my  sad  deviation 
from  my  own  character,  when  I  have  no  other  to 
recommend  me  to  their  love.     Then  I  shall  neither 
have  nor  wish  for  quiet :  I  shall  be  like  a  person 
in  a  delirium  ;  I  shall  fancy  myself  exactly  what  I 
am  not.     I  shall  think  I  have  just  now  attained 
happiness,   and  despise  myself  for  my  former  ac- 
quiescences,  and  my  mis-spenttime.  To  please  Lord 
Luxmore  will  be,  and  ought  to  be,  my  aim  :    we 
shall  be  wanderers  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and  I 
shall  be  the  adviser  of  my  own  misery ;  for  I  shall 
certainly  urge  his  keeping  me  out  of  sight  till  the' 
world  has  done  talking  of  his  disgraceful  marriase, 
and  till  I  have  acquired  the  manners  of  '  the  up- 
per world,'  as  Lady  Elma  calls  it; — you  know  the 
strong  line  she  draws  between  the  upper  and  the 

lower* 
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lower.  Do  you  not  remember  one  evening  when 
we  were  laughing  at  the  odd  phrases  I  recollected 
to  have  heard  at  Brighton,  she  told  us  that  people 
of  rank  had  a  kind  of  patois  of  their  own,  which 
none  but  those  accustomed  to  live  with  thdm  could 

pretend  to  understand how  am  I  to  learn  this  ?' 

said  she,  attempting  to  laugh, 

'  I  would  make  no  alteration  in  myself,  were  I 
you,'  said  ingenuous  Mary. 

*  I  shall  be  altered,  whether  I  alter  myself,  or 
am  merely  passive.' 

'  But  so  you  must  be,  in  marrying  in  any  situ- 
ation.' 

*  Yes,  certainly ;  but  not  in  the  same  degree* 
Did  1  marry  nearly  on  my  own  level — Did  I  marry 
a  man  of  pursuits  or  of  a  profession,  the  case 
would  be  greatly  different;  he  would  have  his 
hours  of  quiet  at  home,  or  employment  absent 
from  it.  If  he  had  acquirements  of  learning  or  of 
taste,  I  could  resort  to  him  for  assistance  and  cor» 
rection  :  we  should  meet  with  pleasure,  because  it 
would  not  be  always  in  our  power  to  meet ;  and 
even  if  his  profession  called  him  away,  I  should 
einjoy  his  correspondence.  1  should  think  on  him 
while  I  was  endeavoring  to  render  myself  more 
worthy  of  his  society;  and  in  cherishing  every 
M'arm  affection  of  my  heart  to  greet  him  on  his 
return,  O  !  how  I  should  offer  up  my  prayers  to 
Heaven  for  his  safety— and  yet,  I  hope,  close  my 
petitions  with   '  Thy  will  be  done !' 

Perhaps,  had  the  dialogue  gone  a  few  sentences- 
farther,  Mary  Mudd  might  have  said  or  thought, 

I  ^Why, 
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^  Why,  surely !  Colonel  Sydenham  then,  is  exactly 
the  man  to  suit  you  :'  but  Gertrude  was  fatigued, 
and  glad  to  betake  herself  to  a  shaded  room,  the 
sopha,  and  solitude ;  and  for  this  purpose  tliey 
parted » 


CflAP. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXIX. 

Agreeable  companions  in  a  post-chaise.  An  opporiumty  im^ 
proved.  Manctuvres,  A  little  too  late.  A  disappointment 
'well  home.  A  woman  of  honor.  A  man  of  integrity.  Kind 
caution.  A  report,  Superfiuous  cares.  Hope  in  the  di$m 
tance. 

Leaving  Mary  Mudd  to  lament,  with  her  parents, 
the  sad  dejection  of  their  beloved  Miss  Aubrey, 
and  the  father  to  read  a  short  lecture  on  that  addi- 
tion to  the  text  '  The  race  is  not  to  the  swift  nor 
the  battle  to  the  strong,'  neither  happiness  to  the 
adopted  children  of  Fortune,  we  will  quit  Sussex, 
and  attend  the  earl  of  Luxmore  and  Lady  Elma  de 
Ruse  in  their  visit  to  that  exuberant  land  called 
Ireland. 

His  lordship  in  setting  out,  wished  to  be  agree- 
able :  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  being  otherwise  ; 
and  Lady  Elma  was  enough  his  favorite  to  have 
made  her  company,  on  any  other  day,  an  increase 
of  pleasure ;  but,  just  now,  he  was  disposed  to 
muse.  Gertrude's  reception  of  his  overture  had 
not  alarmed  or  discouraged  him ;  nay,  it  had  been 
in  his  construction  of  it,  almost  all  he  could  wish ; 
he  was  sorry  he  had  left  her  in  tears — he  would 
w- rite  by  the  first  post  to  chear  her : — on  Avhat  part 
of  his  possessions  should  he  jointure  her; — one  of 
his  first  concerns^  after  their  marriage,  would  be 

9  to 
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to  make  a  will,  which  should  eclipse  that  provi- 
sion which  the  law  or  his  d-Ct  and  deed  gave  her  t 

he  wished  he  were  ten  years  younger. 

He  began  to  grow  conscious  he  was  inattentive. 

*  Lady  Gertrude,'  said  he,  '  use  your  pleasure  as 
to  the  current  of  air  you  sit  in  :  I  am  not  nice.' 

Lady  Elma  looked  arch — laughed,  and  replied 

*  Let  Luxmorc  travel,  rest,  stand  still,  or  walk, 
Still  he  can  nothing  but  of  Gertrude  talk; 

He  wrote  to  his  father,  ending  with  this  line, 

*  I  am,  my  lovely  Gertrude,  ever  thine." 

'  Very  fair,  indeed  !'  said  his  lordship,  ^  a  very 
apt  parody;    but   I  assure  you  that    my  error, 

' — my  ill-bred  mistake — arose 1  had  just  been 

talking  to  Miss  Aubrey  very  seriously— on — her 
aftaii-s ■-' 

The  subject  was  introduced;  and  the  lady's 
frank  replyj  *  Now,  my  dear  very  good  lord,  do 
not  attempt  to  deceive  or  to  mislead  me,' — gave  her 
the  opportunity  necessary  to  telling  his  lordship,  in 
the  gentlest  way,  and  most  affectionate  terms  of  re- 
gard, that  his  Gertrude  was  '  too  cold-hearted  to 
be  won,   and  too  singular  to  be  wished  for.'     She 

*  spoke  the  sense  of  the  world ;  the  v/orld  had  its 
eye  on  his  lordship  : — he  was  a  public  man  : — he 
should  be  warned  by  the  fate  of  our  minister  at 

:  an  indiscreet  marriage  ;  a  marriage  for  love  ! 

had  paralysed  his  fortunes ;  and  really  it  would  be 
very  goosy  for  Lord  Luxmore,  in  his  old  age,  to 
break  his  heart,  or  disappoint  the  ministry,  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  looking  to  him,  for  the  sake  of 
such  a  colt  as  Gatty  : — tliere  were  ©latches  fitter  for 

VOL.  IV.  D  d  him; 
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him ;  the  duchess  of 's  only  unmarried  daugh- 
ter had  said  openly  that  lie  was  the  moat  agreeabk 

man  in  the  world -she  adored  him^' 

'  Why,  she  is  younger  than  this  colt,  as  you  call 
her,'  said  the  earl,  laughing. 

*  True  ;  but  the  rank  !' 

*  Yes,'  said  his  lordship;  ^  the  rank  folly  of  her 
«idoration.     No,  Lady  Elma — I  will  not  make  a 

mistake    again 1    plead     guilty  to    all    your 

charges  ;  you  seem  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  ; 
though,  how  you  got  them,.  I  cannot  guess ;  but,  I 
thank  you  for  your  care,  the  world  has  nothing 
to  give  me :  1  shall  tahe  something  which  I  have 
always,  since  I  could  judge,  considered  as  iofinitelj 
above  its  best  gift.  Gatty  Aubrey  is  no  common 
character,  nor  is  it  common  happiness  she  wiM 
brin<y  with  her :  she  has  used  no  art ;  it  is  of  my 
reason  as  well  as  my  affection  she  has  taken  pos- 
session : — YOur  situation  with  regard  toSydenham^ 
takes  from  me  all  caution  in  expressing  my  pre- 
ference. 

Her  ladyship  fou«d  '  it  would  not  do,'  and  she, 
chanoed  the  subject.  She  prevailed  on  her  fellow- 
traveller  to  dine  at  the  house  of  a  relation  of  her's^r 
where  she  was  to  remain  till  they  set  off  again. 
Sho  contrived)  with  some  pains,  that  he  should,  the 
next  day,  see  the  duchess  and  the  adoring  Lady 
Alfreda  ;  but  still  '  it  would  not  do;'  and  all  she 
could  accomplish  was  to  make  his  lordship's  letter 
the  next  day  too  late  for  the  post: — ^it  made  no 
difference* 

Another  day  elapsed,  and  they  set  off  again  for 

Holyhead  • 
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Holyhead  :  the  earl  made  no  more  blunders.  Ger- 
trude was  not  named,  and  they  reached  Dublin, 
persons  and  friendships  unhurt. 

It  was  three  miles  beyond  the  famous  city,  that 
Lady  Elma  was  to  be  set  down  ;  and  there  Lord 
Luxmore,  whose  business  carried  him  fifty  miles 
another  way,  was  to  find  hei'  at  his  return,  of  which 
his  letters  were  to  apprise  her. 

Her  uncle  was  at  the  point  of  death.  She  repented 
that  she  had  not  used  more  expedition ;  she  had  sa- 
crificed some  hours  in  setting  off  from  jMr.  Mudd's, 
and  two  whole  days  in  London,  the  one  on  the  bu- 
siness of  Lady  Alfreda,  the  other  on  the  more  ra- 
tional concern  of  her  house ; it  was  unfortunate. 

She  went  to  her  uncle's  bedside :  he  '  certainly 
could  not  know  her ;'  for  he  ordered  her  to  be 
taken  away,  and  she  dared  appear  no  more  :  he 
died  ;  she  found  his  will':  his  solicitor  who  had 
been  civil  to  her,  and  who  was  one  of  the  exe- 
cutors hoped  her  ladyship  was  prepared  for  the 
contents. 

'  Perfectly,  I  thank  your  care,'  said  her  ladyship: 
*  my  uncle  apprised  me  of  his  kind  intentions.' 

'  By ',  then  you  shall  not  open  it,'  said 

the  lawyer. 

Lady  Elma,  conceiving  herself  insulted,  and  al- 
w^ays  knowing  what  she  had  to  do,  rang  for  her 
uncle's  house-steward. 

Her  opponent  paced  the  room  with  the  will  but- 
toned within  his  coat,  and  repeated,   '  No,  no,  by 

-;    since  you  call  them  kind  intentions,  my 

lady,  you  shall  n^ver  see  the  will,  if  I  can  help  it. 
i>  d  s:  God 
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God  bless  your  dear  soul !    I  love  you  and  all  o^ 
you,  too  well  to  do  such  a  thing.' 

The  steward  came.     *  Mr.  Macraven,'  said  her 

ladyship,  '  I  must  beg  your  presence.' She  then 

related  the  circumstance. 

'  Why  I  do  not  know  what  to  say  on  the  matter,' 
answered  the  steward  :  '  we  are  all  very  sorry  to 
our  hearts ;  but  it  was  a  pity,  ten  times  a  pity  !  that 
your  la  yship  was  n't  here  a  little  sooner ;  it's  a 
grief  indeed ;  but  the  poor'll  be  all  the  better.' 

'  Aye,  aye  :  there's  not  one  sixpence  in  the 
will  for  your  dear  soul,  my  deai  creature,'  said  he 
who  was,  the  minute  before,  so  fearful  of  giving 
her  ladyship  the  sudden  intelligence. 

Lady  Elma  now  requested  to  know  who  were 
the  other  executors.  Two  gentlemen  were  named ; 
and  she  waited  while  an  express  went  to  Dublin 
to  request  their  attendance.  They  were  found, 
and  came  with  great  politeness,  and  her  ladyship 
now  saw  the  will  opened :  the  man  of  law  all  the 
tinie  of  the  proceeding  calling  out,  '  Make  your- 
self easy  :  I  know  there's  not  a  sixpence  for  you, 
my  dear  lady,  but  a  poor  five-hundred  a  year :  aH 
the  rest  to  charitable  uses  and  building  hospitals/ 
— And  so  it  proved. 

*  How  is  it  possible,'  said  Lady  Elma,  '  that  my 
uncle  can  so  have  deceived  me  ?  Was  it  that  he 
thought  me  negligent  ?' 

'  I  rather  fancy,'  said  the  lawyer,  '  that  had  sotne- 
thing  to  do  with  it :  if  you'd  come  in  time,  k 
might  have  been  rectified  ;  but  you  not  being 
hercj  you  see  there  was  nobody  to  speak  for  you, 

and 
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and  I  know  some  busy  people  had  been  about  my 
lord,  and  told  him  a  strange  story.' — -^'  Story  ? 
about  what?' 

*  I  believe,'  said  the  lawyer,  JMr.  Steward, 
^  you  had  best  speak.' 

The  steward  began :  ^  Why,  it  was,  1  think,  on 
Wednesday  fortnight,  as  it  were  first  talked  on. 
Our  housekeeper,  ]\Irs.  Superfine,  had  a  letter 
fii'om  her  son  in  Guernsey ;  and  in  that  letter  it 
was  said  your  ladyship  was  going  to  be  married, 
ana  we  supposed  it  must  be  to  somebody  of  great 
-title  or  fortune  ;  but  the  letter  said  it  was  not  a 
title  nor  a  rich  gentleman,  but  some  one  in  the 
army ;  so,  you  see,  we  all  talked  about  this,  and  I 
dare  say  some  of  us  said  a  commoner ;  and  my 
lord's  valet  went  and  told  my  lord  that  you  was 
going  to  marry  a  common  soldier  :  we  could  not 
get  it  out  of  his  head  ;  and  the  day  we  expected 
you,  he  sent  for  Mr.  Penwell  here,  and  made  that 
will.' 

Lady  Elma  was  too  dignified  to  submit  her 
feelings  to  the  public  gaze :  she  withdrew  into 
another  room,  and  in  an  hour  was  at  the  principal 
hotel  in  Dublin,  and  deciding  on  her  next  step. 

Her  greediness  of  admiration  was  a  fault  that 
stood  insulated  in  her  character ;  it  had  neither 
connection  with,  nor  support  from  any  other  part 
of  it.  She  was  equally  capable  of  the  greatest 
actions,  where  her  vanity  was  not  interested,  and 
of  the  most  paltry  manoeuvres  where  it  was ;  but 
in  the  present  instance,  the  good  was  predo- 
minant. Colonel  Sydenham  was  her  first  recol- 
lection 
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lectipn  indeed  ;  but  the  recollection  did  not  degrade 
her.  *  I  will  not,'  said  she,  '  leave  him  to  learn 
from  any  other  source,  that  I  am  again  in  com^ 
parative  indigence.' 

She  wrote  to  him,  stating  the  circumstances 
of  her  uncle's  prepossession  against  her,  her 
not  arriving  in  time,  and  the  consequent  forfeiture 
of  what  she  had,  and  hoped  to  have,  enjoyed 
from  him :  she  did  not  permit  him,  she  com- 
manded him  to  think  no  more  of  her :  she  en- 
joine,d  him  to  rejoice  that  the  event  had  occurred 
in  time  to  save  him  from  shipwreck  with  her ;  and 
her  heart,  always  right  when  left  to  itself,  felt 
grateful  that  she  had  not  involved  a  fellow-creaturp 
in  her  disappointment. 

Resolved  not  to  repine,  but  feeling  it  necessary 
to  take  breath,  she  intended  to  make  it  her  busir 
ness  the  next  day,  to  write  to  Lord  Luxmore ; 
but  she  was  spared  this  trouble,  by  a  message  from 
his  lordship,  which  followed  her  to  Dublin,  and 
informed  her,  that,  in  three  days,  he  should  be  at 
the  hotel  vvhere  she  then  was,  and  should  imme- 
diately, on  being  assured  that  she  needed  not  his 
farther  escort  or  exertions,  embark  for  England. 
To  spare  the  pain  and  trouble  of  a  second  detail, 
she  replied  only  by  a  wish  to  see  him,  and  re- 
ferred all  explanation  to  their  meeting. 

The  meritorious  conduct  of  Lady  Elma,  seemed 
ill  requited  by  her  receiving,  the  next  day.  Colonel 
Sydenham's  uninfluenced  renunciation,  which  he 
had  written  v/hen  everv  circumstance  wore  its 
most  favorable  aspect :— he  could  not  have  written 

it, 
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it,  perhaps,  had  he  known  her  present  situation : 
his  nature  would  not  have  suifered  him  to  lay  on 
that  last  grain  of  sand  which  was  to  break  the  back 
of  an  oppressed  creature;  but  supposing  her  al- 
most in  the  act  of  taking  possession  of  her  great 
inheritance,  he,  even  when  he  had  written  it,  could 
feel  no  compunction.  He  paid  every  possible  re- 
spect to  her  high  character :  he  acknowledged 
her  extreme  generosity,  and  his  personal  obligation 
to  it ;  and  he  felt  himself  driven  to  own,  that  no- 
thing less  than  his  peculiar  situation,  could  justify 
his  seeming  ingratitude :  he  gave  her  his  perfect 
confidence, — a  confidence  none  but  his  father 
shared  with  her:  he  requested  her  to  consider 
what  it  was  that  he  preferred  to  accepting  her  in- 
valuable goodness  : — it  was  a  hopeless  attachment; 
it  was  one,  that  parental  authority,  exerted  on  the 
highest  principle  of  exalted  honor,  had  forbidden 
him  to  plead,  where  alone  it  coald  excite  interest : 
it  was  not  therefore  happiness  that  he  was  seeking 
divided  from  her ;  it  was  solitude  in  anguish  of 
iieart,  that  he  asked  for.  He  knew  Miss  Aubrey  to 
be  as  entirely  out  of  his  reach,  as  if  slie  were  at 
that  moment  countess  of  Luxmore ;  he  had  w 
prospect;  he  had  no  aim;  but  she  was  the  only 
woman  he  had  ever  known  to  whom  he  could 
have  oiFe  red  his  heart  at  the  hazard  of  a  refusal; 
and  nothing  less  than  the  obligation  of  his  father 
towards  Lord  Luxmore,  or  the  wish  to  promote 
her  happiness  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  own,  could 
have  prevented  his  making  the  experiment.  He 
concluded  in  the  most  consoling  language  :  he  said 
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all  that  could  give  Lady  Elma  credit  with  herself  J 
and  he  took  his  leave  intimating  an  intention  of 
getting,  as  quickly  as  possible,  to  the  greatest  dis- 
tance that  his  sovereign's  service  allowed,  from  a 
country  which  no  egotism  could  now  render  dear 
to  him,  to  which  no  ties  could  attach  him,  and 
w^iich  nothing  but  his  love  for  his  father,  could 
make  him  regret  to  leave. 

Lady  Lima's  foible  had  been  '  scotched,  not 
killed  :'  it  revived  in  all  its  force  at  this  recital : 
she  saw  her  generosity  thrown  away :  she  saw  that 
(sven  p.  hopeless  attachment  to  Gertrude  Aubrey, 
could  counterbalance  all  the  hope  and  certainty 
she  could  ever  give  ;  and  she  was  resolved  not  to 
be  passive  in  her  own  disgrace.  She  therefore 
awaited  Lord  Luxmore's  return;  and  on  his  joinr 
ing  her,  she  comniunicated,  together  with  her  own 
disappointment,  Sydenham's  letter,  and  her  perr 
suasion,  founded  on  Mrs.  Aubrey's  statement, 
which  she  repeated,  in  all  its  force,  that  both  his 
Jordship  and  she  were  imposed  on,  by  an  under- 
standing between  the  young  people. 

The  earl  heard  all  with  due  interest,  but  very 
little  effect :  he  had  ireceived  Mr.  Sydenham's  en- 
couraging tidings,  with  a  transcript  of  Gertrude's 
■ivords ;  and,  whatever  might  be  his  own  feelings,  ^ 
when  she  had  spoken  for  herself,  the  testimony  of 
the  world  could  scarcely  have  made  him  doubt  her, 

A  little  consideration,  however,  made  hjm  very 
painfully  apprehend  that  Gertrude's  s^nse  pf  obli^ 
gation  and  her  habit  of  submission,  might  lead 
her  into  an  acquiescence  destructive  to  her  happir 

ness ; 
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ness  :  she  might  have  some  repugnance;  she  mio-ht 
stifle  some  latent  inclination  for  a  time  :  and  he 
might  have  the  misery  of  hearing  her  confess  it  on 
a  premature  death-bed ;  he  recollected  in  his  recent 
reading,  the  opinion  that  the  sorrows  of  this  life 
sink  deepest  into  grave  natures. — God  forbid  he 
should  make  her  unhappy  !  he  would  forego  any 
thins^  rather  than  be  the  cause  of  sufferin^y  to  ano- 
ther,  especially  to  one  who  was  dear  to  him  in  no 
common  degree  :  he  could  not  think  with  Lady 
Elma,  that  he  had  been  imposed  on;  but  he  could 
make  every  allowance  for  a  woman  under  her 
circumstances;  and,  though  he  could  not  much 
fear  the  event,  he  would  ascertain  the  fact :  the 
least  distressing  method  of  doing  this,  w^ould  be  to 
remain  where  he  was  at  present,  and  to  write  to 
England  for  full  satisfaction. 

While  his  lordship  was  deliberating  on  the  least 
objectionable  mode  of  doing  what  he  would  gladly 
have  determined  it  was  not  necessary  to  do,  Lady 
Elma's  situation  was  embarrassing  :  she  knew  not 
his  plans  or  the  impediment  to  his  setting  forward 
immediately ;  but  the  delay  was  very  unpleasant 
to  herself,  as,  if  she  gave  way  to  it,  it  confined  her 
in  a  place  of  all  others  the  least  agreeable  to  her, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  and  where  sh® 
must  either  be  a  prisoner,  or  expose  herself  to 
animadversion.  She  therefore  began  to  talk,  if 
not  to  think,  of  crossing  the  water  alone  ;  but  from 
this,  his  lordship  dissuaded  her.     To  prevail  on 

her 
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lier  to  wait,  he  told  her  ingehboiisly  the  ideas  that 
^vcre  aiioat  in  his  mind,  and  the  means  he  should 
pursue  to  satisfy  his  scruple.  Ten  or  twelve  days 
would,  he  doubted  not,  procure  him  the  assurances 
he  wished  for  ;  and  if  he  could  make  that  time 
pass  agreably  to  hcr„  in  a  little  tour,  he  was  at 
her  service,  and  would  then  attend  her  to  London, 
or  into  Sussex,  or  to  any  other  part  of  England. 
The  conversation  decided  him;  and  he  resolved 
on  writing  by  the  first  mail. 

Lady  Ehiia  had  now  involved  herself.  She  had 
failed  in  piquing  his  pride ;  and  her  share  in  the 
frustrated  attempt  was  about  to  be  disclosed.  She 
could  almost  have  bes;2:ed  him  not  to  write :  but 
fearing  his  measures  too  decidedly  taken,  in  a 
point  on  which  he  was  so  serious,  she  could  not 
venture  this  :  she  therefore  resorted  to  her  store- 
house of  fascinations  ;  and  having,  in  a  costume  of 
irresistible  supplication,  intreated  him  *  not  to  rc#b 
the  plundered,' — '  not  to  take  friends  from  her) 
who  now  had  no  means  of  purchasing  others,' — 
'  not  to  add  contuniely  to  degradation,'— '  not  to 
baptize  Lady  Elma  the  disinherited,  Lady  Elma 
the  suspectcdy — she  awakened  a  tenderness  which 
it  was  sufilcient  for  her  to  have  awakened.  She 
had  ncitlicr  vice  nor  weakness  in  her  composition  : 
a  promise  to  write  nothing  that  could  implicate 
licr,  and  a  request  that  she  would  judge  for  her- 
self, by  I'cading  his  letter  before  he  dispatched  it, 
satisfied  her ;  and  the  offer  of  the  little  tour,  re- 
moved all  objections  to  waiting  his  lordship's  con- 
venience. 

To 
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To  Avhom  should  he  write?  To  Gertrude?-— 
No  surely.  If  the  influence  of  obligation,  if  her 
habit  of  submission  were  too  strong  m  her  mind 
to  allow  the  action  of  her  free-will,  what  he  could 
say,  if  he  spoke  from  his  heart,  could  not  tend  to 
remove  such  fetters. — Should  he  write  to  Mr.  Sy- 
denham? It  was  not  only  circuitous,  but  it  mi^^ht 
excite  hope  in  his  son,  and  substantiate  the  obsta- 
cles which  he,  at  present,  looked  on  as  a  shadow. 
Mrs.  Aubrey  was  not  a  woman  whose  judoment 
was  accustomed  to  any  appeal.  In  short,  he  could 
think  on  no  such  agent  as  Mr.  Mudd ;  and  to  him  he 
wrote,  in  terms  the  most  polite,  the  mostconciliatino-. 

He  referred  to  that  part  of  his  intentions  which 
he  presumed  must  be  known  to  all  Miss  Aubrey's 
confidential    friends,    and   saying   nothing  on  the 
subject  of  Lady  Elma's  situation,  further  than  that 
she  had  been  deceived  in  her  expectations  from 
her  uncle ;  without  hinting  at  Colonel  Sydenham ; 
and  without,  in  any  way,  giving  form  or  feature 
to  an  idea  which  he  wished  to  be  regarded  as  the 
vague  offspring  of  excessive  anxiety,  he  expressed 
his  fear  that  his  situation  left  Miss  Aubrey  too 
little  liberty  of  objection,  and  requested  Mr.  Mudd, 
either  to  inform  him  on  his  own  knowledge,  or  to 
learn,  by  any  gentle  means,  whether  it  v/as  in  the- 
power  of  another  to  oifer  her,  whose  happiness,  he 
persuaded   himself,    was  equally  their  object,  an 
easier  path  or  a  more  acceptable  companion  in 


attaining  it. 


To  the  diction  of  this,  or  its  communications, 
no  objection  could  have  been  made  by  the  most 

fastidious 
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fastidious  or  the  most  interested.  It  past  the  or- 
deal of  Lady  Elnia's  judgment.  She  added  to  it 
a  postscript  more  descriptive  of  her  situation  : 
she  represented  herself  awakened  from  a  golden 
dream,  but  disposed  to  make  the  best  of  it ;  *  her 
five-hundred  a  year  would  give  her  ease,  if  not 
affluence;  and  ]\Ir.  Mudd  might  again  turn  his 
thoughts  to  a  cottage  for  her.* 

The  letter  was  dispatched  by  the  mail;  but  it 
did  not  reach  its  destination,  by  two  or  three 
dayS;  so  soon  as  a  gentleman  of  Dublin,  whom  com- 
mercial concerns  carried  iirst  to  London,  and 
next  to  the  house  of  his  old  friend  and  corre- 
spondent John  Mudd,  who  naturally  saying  that  he 
had  friends  in  Ireland,  and  that  their  silence  made 
him  wish  his  visitor  could  have  brought  tidings  of 
them,  learnt  the  sensation  excited  in  Dublin  by 
Lady  Lima's  disappointment,  with  all  its  parti- 
culars. His  informer  was  accurate  in  his  detail  of 
facts;  but  proceeding  to  speak  on  motives,  he 
erred  when  he  represented  her  ladyship  as  the  suf-^ 
ferer  by  a  pei^fect  misapprehension  as  to  her  ma- 
trimonial views — an  opinion  which  he  supported 
on  what  appeared  to  him  the  certainty  that  her 
ladyship  would  be  countess  of  Luxmore  before; 
she  crossed  the  water. 

•  Gertrude  had  been  present  at  this  conversation : 
she  left  the  room  when  the  stranger  had  pledged 
himself  for  the  truth  of  what  he  had  asserted,  and 
the  certain  accomplishment  of  what  he  foretold  : 
Mary  Mudd  followed  her ;  and  Mrs.  Mudd's  anx- 
iety would  not  let  her  remain  long  behind:  they 

found 
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found  her  standing  at  the  window  of  another  room, 
looking  on  the  lawn.  Mary,  who  had  first  arrived, 
was  endeavoring  to  discover  how  she  had  best 
treat  her. 

But  though  thankful  for  the  assiduity,  Gertrude 
wanted  no  particular  treatment :  she  had  only  to 
resort  to  herself;  she  might  be  trusted  to  the  oper- 
ation of  her  own  'principles:  she  gave  full  cre- 
dence to  all  she  had  heard :  it  accorded  entirely 
with  the  silence  of  the  parties ;  and  she  felt  herself, 
if  not  mistress  of  her  destiny,  at  liberty  to  shake 
off  foreign  control.  She  cheared  her  friends  by 
her  vigor  of  mind,  and  excited  admiration,  much 
more  than  was  due  to  her  equanimity  :  the  strokes 
of  her  feverish  pulse  abated  in  a  few  hours,  and 
she  was  better,  in  the  opinion  even  of  Mrs.  Mudd's 
sagacity  in  symptoms,  than  she  had  been  for  many 
days. 

In  her  first  unwitnessed  moment  of  reflection, 
^he  said  to  herself,  '  Can  Mr.  Sydenham  know 
this  ? — O  !  if  some  good  angel  would  whisper  it ! 
I  would  write  it — but  I  cannot,  and  no  one  else 
knows  his  concern  in  it — patience  !  patience!' 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER  XC. 

A  Hxere  cenmrc*       An   actke  friend,       A  parent's  intrcaly^ 
Dispatch  of  business.     A  letter  from  Holj/kead. 

Mr.  Mudd  was  engaged  all  day  with  his  friend  : 
Gertrude  had  retired  to  her  home ;  but  he  coidd  not 
close  the  evening  without  seeing  her :  he  came 
M-ith  his  wife ;  her  eldest  daughter  was  still  offering 
her  sweet  assiduities  :  Mrs.  Aubrey,  fretted  and 
disappointed,  kept  aloof. 

Finding  Gertrude  able  and  inclined  to  talk  on 
the  extraordinary  tidings,  Mr.  Mudd  spoke  without 
reserve,  but  with  a  severity  that  she  did  not  expect- 
He  began,  *  My  dear  young  lady,  we  all  love  and 
honor  your  greatness  of  mind,  and  the  permission 
vou  give  others  to  carve  their  happiness  for  them- 
selves, even  if  it  be  cut  out  of  your  portion;  but 
it  is  not  morally  necessary  that  we  should  feel  ex- 
actly as  you  do.  ]My  wife  here  predicted,  from 
the  moment  of  Lady  Elma's  arrival,  that  she  would 
supplant  you  :  I  thought  it  impossible  ;  but  I  was 
wrong,  and  I  am  mortified.  God  forgive  me  if  I 
err  in  what  I  think  now !  those  who  are  censured 
unjustly,  are  often  to  blame  in  having  acted  as  if 
they  deserved  it.  I  love  that  dear  woman  as  I 
do  my  eyes;'  but  I  can  see  her  faults,  her  French 
faults : — I  hate  a  paltry  plot;  and  as  I  hope  to  live, 

if 
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if  my  old  master's  dan frliter  justifies  my  suspicions, 
dear  as  she  is  to  me,  I  know  her  no  more.  I  am 
afraid  her  passion  for  Colonel  Sydenham  was  a 
stal  kins-horse.' 

Here  Gertrude  could  acquit  her  friend  and 
prove  her  innocence  :  she  therefoie  told  what  she 
had  learnt  from  Mr.  Sydenham,  but  she  could  not 
speak  now  as  steadily  as  when  talking  of  Lord 
Luxmore.  ]VIr.  Mudd  paused,  looked  at  her,  and 
proceeded  : 

'  If  it  is  true  that  Lady  Elma  has  lost  her  ex- 
pected fortune ;  if  it  were  possible  that  she  could 
return  pennyless,  this  house  should  be  her's,  and 
we  her  servants  :  she  should  have  the  love  of  a 
child  while  I  live,  and  a  child's  portion  at  my 
death ;  but  as  countess  of  Lu?-:more,  as  having 
supplanted  another,  I  must  despise  her.  I  could 
forgive  her  for  loving  that  gallant  fellgw  Syden- 
ham; such  a  man  is  worthy  any  woman's  love; 
but  even  then,  she  could  not  forbear  her  coquettish 
French  tricks.— Wife  tells  me  there  uas  such  pick- 
ing of  posies,  such  clioicc  of  fruit  for  Lord  Luxmore^, 
such  copying  three  times  over,  with  alterations 
and  amendments,  extempore  verses,  such  languish- 
i\igs,  such  hints  and  such  lies  !  na}^,  I  will  speak 
out,  they  were  lies:  O!  that  my  old  master's 
daughter  should  descend  to  a  lie  ! — and  all  this  is 
innocent  ^canity  !  it  is  harmless  coquetry  ! — Vv'L'ut 
is  vanity  ?  the  most  gross  selfishness  : — \'/hat  is 
coquetry?  why,  the  intoxicating  a  man's  scxtscs, 
which,  perhaps,  not  sobering  afterwards,  in 
•ihousauds  of  instances  lead   inexpeneneed  boys 

into 
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into  ruin,  against  which  they  were  not  guarded^ 
and  which,  strange  to  say  !  is  utterly  unconnected 
with  the  actual  coquette.  1  have  known  a  young 
fellow  conceive  a  wild  passion  for  a  girl,  merely 
because  she  was  the  first  who  came  in  his  way, 
after  he  had  been  under  the  influence  of  this 
animal  magnetism. — Heaven  defend  my  girls  from 
vanity,  and  my  boys  from  the  vain  V 

Gertrude,  in  listening  to  Mr.  Mudd,  thought, 
as  we  are  apt  to  do  when  our  favourites  are 
censured,  that  he  was  rather  too  severe.  Some- 
thing indeed  of  what  he  commented  on  in  Lady 
Elm  a,  she  had  observed :  it  had  always  grieved 
her ;  but  she  took  it  as  tlie  alloy  of  great  qualities, 
and  could  only  lament  that  great  qualities  should 
ever  be  alloyed. 

It  was  impossible  for  Gertrude  to  convince 
these  kind  friends  or  her  anxious  mother,  that 
they  had  no  cause  for  alarm  about  her.  Mrs.  Au- 
brey's watchfulness  certainly  suggested  the  idea, 
that  she  feared  her  daughter's  fortitude  but  dis- 
guise, and  the  nearest  pond  her  resource.  ]\frs. 
Mudd's  tears  streamed  when  she  thought  of  the 
ill-treatment  Gertrude  had  experienced ;  but  Ger- 
trude was  perfectly  calm. 

Lord  Luxmore's  letter  arrived,  without  any 
intervening  circumstance.  It  was  accompanied 
by  another,  which,  favored  by  the  wind,  had  over- 
taken it,  and  in  which  IVIr.  Mudd  was  requested, 
should  his  lordship's  vague  idea  prove  founded, 
and  should  Miss  Aubrey  avow  any  predilection, 
to  assure  her  he  would,  on  no  consideration,  inter- 
rupt 
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rupt  her  happiness,  but  would  rather  forward  it 
by  any  means  in  his  power. 

These  letters,  it  \va3  thought,  in  common  pru- 
dence, could  not  be  communicated  to  Gertrude 
at  present;  Mrs.  Mudd  alone  shared  the  know- 
ledge of  their  contents ;  nor  did  her  husband  say 
more  than,  that  to  serve  a  friend  was  his  errand, 
when  he  told  his  family  he  must  be  off  at  day- 
light the  next  morning,  and  should  be  absent  from 
them  a  few  days. 

His  journey  was  to  Luxmore  rectory-house:  his 
object  an  interview  with  Mr.  Sydenham.  With 
him  he  found  his  son  ;  but  to  the  former  only  did 
he  open  himself.  His  early  observation  on  the 
seemingly  wayward  state  of  Gertrude's  affections, 
and  a  persuasion,  almost  blind,  that  the  object  of 
them  must  be  the  man  of  all  others  the  best  suited 
to  her,  had  dispensed  with  any  necessity  of  putting 
questions,  and  even  now  he  betrayed  not  to  her  his 
suspicion:  he  came  'only  to  consult  Mr.  Sydenham.' 

The  first  day  of  his  visit  removed  all  restraint : 
in  the  course  of  the  second  he  had  learnt,  that, 
under  Lord  Luxmore's  permission,  Colonel  Syden- 
ham was  disposed  to  try  his  interest  with  Miss 
Aubrey ;  and  on  the  third,  having  received  every 
attention  from  the  gentlemen  and  good  Mrs. 
Brett,  he  set  out  for  home,  furnished  wath  this 
letter  from  Mr.  Sydenham  to  Gertrude : 

'  How  base  is  selfishness !  but  how  impossible 
is  it  to  dismiss  it  from  the  heart  oi  a  parent !  I 
feel  it  even,  my  Gatty,  where  you  are  concerned ; 
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for,  despairing  of  convincing  you,  I  would  intreat 
you.  You  will  know,  when  you  receive  this,  the  sus- 
picions of  Lord  Luxmore,  and  his  noble  generosity. 
Your  friend  assures  me,  it  warrants  me  in  forward- 
ing what  I  inclose.  O!  that  I  might  dictate  your 
reply !  I  can  only  say,  the  comfort  of  more  than 
my  life  rests  with  you.  Mrs.  Brett  sends  you  the 
love  of  a  parent.     Ever  your's 

What  now  was  the  letter  inclosed  ?  It  may  be 
guessed;  and  we  are  not  fond  of  transcribing.  It 
disturbed  Gertrude  far  more  than  Lord  Luxmore's, 
though  both  called  forth  her  tears.  If  she  could 
take  her  eyes  or  her  thoughts  off  from  the  dis- 
patches from  Luxmore,  it  was  to  lift  them  up  in 
thankfulness,  and  to  feel  some  self-complacency  in 
finding  the  earl  justified  the  opinion  she  had  enter- 
tained of  him. 

'  These  letters  must  all  be  answered  immedi- 
ately,' said  Mr.  Mudd,  on  the  morning  after  his 
arrival,  and  when  a  breakfast  of  the  tvvo  families, 
intended  to  have  been  chearful,  had  kept  Mrs, 
Mudd  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  in  tears,  and  obliged  Ger- 
trude to  retire  with  Mary.  Mr.  Mudd  soon  sought 
them,  and  dismissing  his  daughter,  said,  '  Thank 
God !  a  heavy  weight  is  taken  off  mi/  heart.  My 
dear  young  lady,  I  do  not  ask  you  to  honor  me 
with  your  sentiments ;  but  Mr.  Sydenham's  letter 
must  be  answered:  allow  me  to  do  it  for  you, 
'twill  not  be  done  so  elegantly  as  by  yourself;  but 
it  shall  be  "very  plain  EtigUsh' 

'  May 
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*  May  I  trust  you ?    Consider;  surely  we  ought 
to  w?at  for  Lord  Luxmore.' 

'  On  no  account.  Believe  me,  my  young  friend, 
I  know  what  I  am  doing.  I  give  every  credit  to 
your  noble  friend ;  but  I  do  not  believe  a  man  on 
earth  could  have  given  you  such  an  option,  if  he 
had  not  been  under  the  influence,  perhaps  un- 
consciously, of  female  fascination :  his  tecond 
letter  shews  to  me  a  progjxss ;  and  his  third,  my 
life  for  it,  will  point  out  consolation.  I  give  you 
almost  unlimited  credit,  my  dear  friend ;  but  you 
are  no  match  for  Lady  Elma  de  Ruse  :  she  will 
be  Countess  of  Luxmore  in  three  months; 
and  she  shall  be  so  with  my  free  leave  and  her 
full  inheritance — for  the  old  man's  will  is  not  worth 
a  rush — and  when  I  have  done  what  I  can  for  you, 
I  shall  pop  to  London,  put  myself  into  the  mail, 
jump  over  the  channel,  and  make  my  words  good, 
and  see  Lady  Elma  her  uncle's  heir,  or  my  name 
is  not  Mudd.  Now  then,  for  the  letter :  I  may 
be  trusted ;  and  I  will  consider — but  you  do  not 
go  out  of  my  sight  till  the  letter  is  answered :  I  will 
reply  simply  in  my  own  person,  and  pledge  you 
for  nothing. — May  1  ?' 

*  I  cannot,  I  fear,  write  for  myself,  nor  can  I 
tell  you  what  to  say.' 

'  I  do  not  need  it;  only  give  me  authority.' 
^  Well  then,  you  have  it.' 

*  You  shall  know  what  I  write.' 
'  I  would  rather  not' 

'  Nay,  there  you  are  wrong.' 

*  I  would  not  willingly  be  so.' 

E  e  2  *  My 
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*  My  dear  Sir, 

*  I  had  a  safe  and  expeditious  journey  hon:ie; 
and  the  remenibrance  of  those  whom  I  had  left, 
made  it  agreeable.  I  find  it  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  set  out  again  immediately  on  Lady 
Elma's  important  business;  and  it  is  with  reluct- 
ance I  leave;  so  many  females  without  a  protector. 
Could  you  and  the  colonel,  and  Mrs.  Brett,  excuse 
my  absence,  and  trust  my  wife's  hospitality,  she 
will  take  care  always  to  have  a  neighbor  or  two  to 
take  wine  with  you  at  dinner;  and  she  will,  in  her 
civillest  way,  acknowledge  the  obligation, 

*  Assuring  myselt  that  you  w^ill  set  out  on  th^ 
morning  after  this  reaches  you,  I  shall  fix  my  de- 
parture for  Thursday,  that  1  may  have  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  you  safe  in  your  quarters,  and  my 
inmates  reconciled  to  my  lieutenants. 

'  With  respectful  regards  to  Mrs.  Brett  and 
your  hero,  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  very  humbly  and 
respectfully 

*  Your's, 

*  John  Mud©.' 

Gertrude  could  not  disapprove ;  but  she  had  no 
words  to  speak  her  thanks;  and  now,  though  all 
her  quiet  was  as  completely  gone,  as  if  she  had 
been  actually  Lady  Lux  more,  she  saw  it  depart 
withoi^.t  repining:  she  assured  Mary  that  it  would 
return,  and  with  added  blessings;  and  she  bespoke 
her  participation  in  her  feelings  and  her  happiness. 

While  waiting  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Sydenham,  Mr. 

Mudi 
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Mudd  wrote  to  Lord  Luxmore,  bs  gging  his  and 
Lady  Lima's  patience,  and  entreating  them  to 
stay  where  they  were,  till  he  could  reach  Dublin. 
Having  remained  half  a  day  after  the  arrival  of  the 
party  from  Luxmore-rectory,  he  set  off,  and  Ger- 
trude was  left  encircled  by  her  excellent  and 
dearest  friends,  with  a  part  in  the  little  domestic 
drama  that  prevented  her  feeli-ig  herself  the  pas- 
sive object  of  so  much  kindness.  Mrs,  Brett  was 
to  be  her  guest;  the  gentlemen  were  with  Mrs. 
dMudd;  and  the  first  twenty-four  hours  gave  Colo- 
nel Sydenham  the  opportunity  of  shew  ing  how  per- 
fectly consistent  are  the  dignity  of  man,  and  the 
high  honor  of  a  soldier,  with  a  generous  and  tender 
affection  for  a  woman  of  worth. 

*  I  could,'  said  his  father,  in  speaking  of  him  to 
her,  and  expressing  his  pious  hope  that  their 
union  could  not  diminish  her  happiness,  '  I  could,' 
said  he,  ^  if  he  were  not  my  son,  say  something  in 
liis  favor  on  my  knowledge  of  him,  and  on  obser- 
vation of  his  character,  which,  I  ti  ust.  niy  interest 
in  him  has  rather  made  sharp-sighted  than  blind, 
I  could  tell  of  good  deeds,  and  the  world  has  told 
of  great  deed^:  I  know  of  no  base  action  :  I  veil 
no  vice;  and  taking  the  word  in  an  extent,  which  I 
trust  you  to  understand,  1  characterise  him  as  truly 
gene  7-0  us.' 

More  than  six  weeks  were  spent  in  an  unanxi- 
ous  and  pleasant  expectation  of  Mr.  Mudd's  re- 
turn ;  his  letters  had  been  frequent ;  his  last  tc 
Gertrude  shall  form  our  finale,  and  dismiss  our 
readers. 

'  My 
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'  My  dear  madam,  Holi/head. 

'  To  spare  you  anxiety,  I  write  from 
the  safe  side  of  the  v/ater.  We  are  just  landed; 
and  four  days  will,  I  hope,  bring  us  to  you.  That 
you  may  know  what  to  expect,  I  will  tell  you  the 
feats  accomplished. 

Lady  Elma  is  allowed,  on  all  hands,  to  take  pos- 
session of  her  late  uncle's  property— she  has  be- 
haved nobly  to  all  who  could  reasonably  feel  disap- 
pointed, and  carries  away  with  her  the  hearts  of 
half  the  persons  who  have  seen  her ;  but  she  and  I 
have  had  a  little  serious  conversation;  and  I  have 
entered  such  a  caveat  against  the  indulgence  of 
certain  propensities,  that  I  think  we  shall  never  see 
them  in  force  again. 

'  Lord  Luxmore  is  perfectly  reconciled  to  your 
making  yourself  happy,  by  taking  the  man  of  your 
choice:  he  confesses,  that  had  you  been  his  daugh- 
ter, the  colonel  would  have  been  his  proud  elec- 
tion for  you — you  cannot  therefore  fear  his  under- 
rating him. 

*  The  earl  and  Lady  Elma  are  the  best  friends 
possible ;  and  a  short  time  w  ill,  I  sincerely  hope, 
unite  them  in  a  nearer  connection :  but  your  happi- 
ness is  their  first  object ;  and  till  they  have  the 
greatest  proof  you  can  give,  that  their  care  for 
themselves  will  not  injure  you,  they  postpone  every 
decision  respecting  their  own  proceedings. 

*  When  I  make  my  appearance  on  the  stage,  I 
shall  expect  the  actors  to  be  perfect,  and  ready  to 
fuliil,  without  any  unnecessary  delay,  ^11  engage- 
ments 
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rnents  implied  or  expressed.  I  shall  make  myself 
a  subscribing  witness  to  all  the  forms  they  g;o 
through  ;  and  recollecting  how  dear,  how  very  dear, 
are  a  wife  and  family  to  an  honest  man,  I  shall 
resign  my  office  with  prayers  for  the  blessing  of 
God  on  all  those  who  have  allowed  me  to  prepare 
the  way  for  their  happiness. 

*  Take  the  trouble,  my  dear  madam,  I  intreat 
you,  of  assuring  my  wife  and  children  that  they 
have  still  a  place  in  my  remembrance ;  and  distri- 
buting my  respectful  regards  to  t/ou?^  friends,  be- 
lieve me  ever 

'  Your  faithful  humble  servant, 

'  John  Mudd.' 

'  P.  S.  We  are  detained  for  half  an  hour  longer. 
My  fellow-travellers  are  so  good  as  to  leave  me  to 
myself;  and  I  can  no  way  so  beguile  the  time,  as  by 
congratulating  you,  my  dear  young  friend,  not 
merely  on  your  present  prospects,  which  are  as  fair 
as  this  world  can  give,  but  on  that  preparation  to 
receive  blessings  which  your  mind  has  experienced 
in  vexatious,  if  not  adverse  circumstances.  You  are 
not  a  spoiled  child  of  the  world,  and  you  will,  take 
the  word  of  an  old  man,  be  the  happier  for  it  as 
long  as  you  live,  and  the  fitter  to  cease  to  live. 
You  will  have  no  false  notions  of  good  and  evil ; 
fashion  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  your  ideas,  for, 
I  will  venture  to  say,  they  are  founded  on  that 
which  cannot  chang;e.  You  will  stand  in  a  centre, 
and  see  the  world  dance  round  you,  sometimes  in, 
sometimes  out : — you  may  be  occasionally  abused 

for 
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for  never  quitting  your  place  ;  but  never  noind 
that — you  never  promised  to  dance  to  their  piping  r 
they  will  always  iaiow  where  to  find  you  ;  and  be 
assured  that,  at  one  moment  ot  the  dance,  though 
perhaps  the  last,  they  will  wish  to  seek  you.  You 
will  derive  from  the  discipline  of  your  early  years, 
an  increasing  power  of  doing  good  :  you  may  speak 
in  old  age  of  useful  exertions,  and  take  the  text 
from  your  own  life — you  will  be  relied  on  for  your 
high  honor,  your  principle,  your  consistency  ;  and 
the  warmth  of  your  heart  will  procure  tenderness 
to  those  infirmities  of  nature,  from  which,  I  know, 
you  will  never  boast  yourself  free.  You  will  hear 
that  which  leaches  not  tiie  ear  of  another — misfor- 
tune will  pour  out  its  sorrows  into  your  bosom  ; 
you  will  be  the  resort  of  the  helpless  ;  virtue  will 
court  your  smile ;  vice  will  dread  your  averted 
look.  Your  friendship  will  be  considered  as  a 
passport  in  society ;  and  your  practice  will  be 
quoted  as  authority. 

'  You  have  too  much  common  sense  to  suppose 
tU  this  is  to  be  a  mechanical  consequence  without 
continued  impulse;  you  will  see  that  so  much 
power  requires  not  only  discretion,  but  likewise  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  yourself  I  do  not  scruple 
to  say  that  this  knowledge,  in  us  all,  consists  as 
much  in  our  knowing  what  we  are  not,  as  what  we 
are  ;  and  that  to  understand  tliis,  we  have  but  one 
ciiterion,  and  one  book  of  reference. 

*  You  do  not,    I  am  sure,   consider  marriage  as 
the  Jocus,  towards  which  all  the  rays  of  our  intel- 
lect tend,  and  in  which  they  may  safely  terminate  : 
8  you 
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yon  rather,  I  am  persuaded,  look  on  it  as  the  ex- 
pansion of  a  new  prospect  in  your  journey  through 
life,  in  which  more  various  exertions  are  required, 
and  for  which  you  are  now  doubly  pledged.  It  is 
the  beginning  of  a  new  mode  of  existence,  where 
care  becomes  congenial  to  our  hearts,  and  anxie- 
ties are  overpaid  by  feelings  with  wliich  none  but 
an  Almighty  and  All- merciful  hand  could  have 
endowed  its  creatures. 

^  You  arc  one  of  those  happy  beings  to  whom  one 
has  only  to  say,  *  Go  on."*  May  every  encourage- 
ment attend  you  !  May  the  influence  of  your 
example  prevail  on  parents  to  adopt,  not  indeed  the 
severities  with  which  your  early  years  were  marked, 
though  even  these  have  their  advantages;  but  a 
wholesome,  moderate,  regular  restraint  on  their 
children,  unaffected  by  variations  of  temper,  unas- 
sailable by  the  insanity  of  caprice,  and  not  to  be 
relaxed  by  indolence  ;  and  may  the  superior  cha- 
racter of  happiness,  with  which,  I  hope,  your  life 
will  be  blessed,  induce  young  people  to  bear  pa- 
tiently that  control  which  the  experience  of  the 
present  day  calls  for,  and  which  is  meant  by  the 
good  old  term  Discipline  !' 


FINIS. 
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